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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Tri-County Regional Planning Commission and the Dauphin County Board of Commissioners
have placed special priority on the upper reaches of the Susquehanna River in Dauphin County. The
Susquehanna River Conservation Plan has been developed as an effort to promote and direct
activities which will enhance, protect and conserve the designated project corridor. The target area
of this project focuses on Upper Paxton, Halifax and Reed Townships as well as Millersburg and
Halifax Boroughs. The initial step was to delineate a river corridor and develop a focus group or
stakeholders in the project area. The corridor (see Map 1) was developed by observing all of the
regions most positive environmentally significant features; they include: hydric soils, wetlands,
floodplains, woodlands, agriculturally preserved properties, parks, state game lands, and severe soils
for home site and on-lot disposal systems. Two public workshops were held to generate project
support and establish issues concerning river conservation. Project information such as the corridor’s
natural features, land use, zoning, environmental constraints, and development trends was gathered
and analyzed.

The affected municipalities were contacted by mail survey and telephone to respond to several
important questions. This information was utilized in the issues and concerns section (Section 3)
of the plan. This section brought out the most important issues and concerns of the local citizens,
planning boards and interest groups. The projects began to take shape through personal interviews
and site visits. The types of projects developed all revolved around river conservation, recreation
development and promotion, and river corridor protection, enhancement and promotion. The
projects are listed in Section 3: Issues and Concerns subsection Project Development. At a public
workshop, all projects were prioritized according to the level of importance of the issue it addresses.
The top issues are as follows:

Regional, Intermunicipal and Local Planning Objectives
River Conservation Education and Promotion

Loss of Natural Riparian Buffers

Regional Recreation & Park Development

Erosion and Stormwater Runoff

Water Quality

The River Corridor Management section (Section 5) gives the project stakeholders (listed in the plan
in Appendix VT) an idea of the possible solutions to the major issues of local concerns. To complete
the project, additional public, municipal and county input was received to help develop the
alternative management options noted in Section 5.

The plan recommends the environmental features, historical sites, farming and forestry significant
in the river corridor be preserved through effective preservation techniques. Compatible uses such
as farming, forestry, and parks and recreation are encouraged throughout the delineated corridor.
Drafting and amending ordinances is recommended so that the conservation regulations and buffer
requirements can become a reality through local educational programs and conservation project
promotion and implementation. It is recommended that critical open spaces existing in the river
corridor be identified as well as its significant natural resources contained in the plan to protect for
future generations. Land acquisition for land preservation, can become a part of the local
governmental agenda and budgeting process. Municipalities, non-profit and or teamed with private
enterprise can implement this plan by earmarking municipal funds (capital improvements

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
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programming) and applying for grant monies for priority projects such as parks for recreation and
open space acquisition.

In summary, the river corridor has remained naturally beautiful and nearly untouched by
development with the exception of older development in Halifax and Millersburg Boroughs and
scattered seasonal and year-round residential dwellings. The vegetative cover, woodlands, wetlands,
and historical character are very significant and worthy of additional protection measures. The time
to initiate land use preservation education, and the development of preservation standards in the river
corridor has come, and the County believes the Susquehanna River Conservation Plan will be well
received by its local residents, business community and tourists.

Current and Future Issues and Concerns

Municipal issues and concerns were surveyed in letters and two public workshops to discover the
real problems concerning river conservation and the preservation of the coastal land areas existing
in the corridor. These issues were tabulated and projects were developed to address them. A listing
of the primary issues is shown below, however, each municipality had specific issues and concerns
that are discussed in the plan.

ISSUES CONCERNS
Floodplain Development limited control over development location
‘Water Quality stormwater, nitrate and coliform contaminant levels,

public heaith and safety

Erosion and Stormwater runoff . uncontrolled erosion of river banks from storms or
. development

Economic Opportunity lack of promotion and river utilization
Tourism creation of non-residential attractions
Natural view shed preservation structure and park maintenance and rehabilitation
Recreation lack of recreation opportunity and development and

regional parks planning

Land Conversions undisturbed or agricuitural lands converted to residential
or commercial

Urbanization residential and commercial development

Local Planning lack of: floodplain management, buffer zone
development stormwater runoff and stream bank
stabilization regulation

Regional Planning regional conservation planning

open space preservation

Loss of Natural Buffers riparian buffer development

Education conservation promotion

river corridor preservation

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
Executive Summary Page 2



II ISSUES Continued | CONCERNS Continued |

_
Education continued community recreatlon impgprtance

buffer creation and or retention

Riverbank Stabilization lack of development restraints, uncontrolled erosion, silt
buildup
Regional Recreational Planning public support, lack of funds
Public Access limited access, too many unofficial temporary and ill-

managed access points, public health and safety

Protection of ecologically sensitive areas or  + uncontrolled development is affecting or has eliminated
pathways these areas
Rait Line Abandonment lack accessible funds for purchase
Project Development

Each affected municipality was personally contacted to help uncover river conservation concerns.
An alternative management options matrix (see attached matrix for project details) and a project
description is included in the plan to inform you of the various individual project ideas and
proposals.

The local municipalities who have proposed projects are:
. Halifax Borough
. Halifax Township
. Millersburg Borough

The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay created the Susquehanna River Islands Trail in a southern
portion of the river in Dauphin County and wishes to continue the trail north into the river corridor.

Regional projects were recommended in the plan and include:
. riverbank stabilization buffer zone protection, stormwater and floodplain
management programs and regulation development, recreational planning, river

conservation zone designation and regulation design and a public river access study.

The plan also supports the development of a riverside greenway study, riparian buffer regulation and
enforcement and the development of a river conservation zone (See Map 14).

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
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ALTERNATIVE MANAGEMENT OPTIONS MATRIX

River Conservation
Projects and Issues

Implementation
Recommendations

Potential Funding
Sources

Regional, Intermunicipal, and Local

Planning

-Riverbank stabilization

-Buffer zone or river corridor
protection

-Watershed protection

-Stormwater Management

-Floodplain management

-Openspace preservation

-Farmland preservation

-Recreation Planning

-Develop a river conservation zone

and model regulations

-Public Access Study

- Develop a River Corridor
Study Committee for Regional
Conservation Planning

- The planning Committee
should address the priority
conservation projects and

implementation strategies.

- Key 93 Grants(DCNR)
-Non-point source Program
(DCNR)

-PA Stormwater Mgmt.
Program (DCNR)

-William Penn Foundation
-Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation

-Coastal Zone Management
Grant Program (DCNR)

Halifax Borough Riverfront Park
Plan

Park Design and Construction
Educational Programs

Park Management

Capitol Improvements Plan

Develop a short and long term
park plan

- Initiate volunteer educational
programs for residents and the
local school district involving:
- park and tourism promotion
- community clean-up
projects.

- conservation projects and
promotion.

Develop park management
regulations for:

- park responsibilities

- park maintenance

- park programs

- designate funding sources
- annual updating and

budgeting plan

- Key 93 Grants (DCNR)

- Environmental Education
Grants (U.S. EPA)
-Caterpillar Foundation
-Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation

- William Penn Foundation
-PA Chesapeake Bay Program

- PA Conservation Corps. (for
voluntary services)

-Surdna Foundation

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
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River Conservation Implementation Potential Funding
Projects and Issues Recommendations Sources
Millersburg Borough Park - Develop a park plan with - Municipal Challenge Grant

Beautification Plan

Millersburg Ferry Boat Association-
- Landing access design and
construction
- Boat and property
maintenance programs
- new ferry boat signs and
promotional signs and
materials

River Access Study

Tall Timbers Trail Study “Tow Path”

Storm Water and Erosion
Sedimentation Control Study

long and short term goals and
prioritized projects.

- Construction Activities
selected and completed

- ferry wall maintenance

- property and tree
maintenance

- new signs for promotion,
direction and historic
characteristics

- Create a local committee for
river access research and
development.

- Coordinate promotional
efforts and design and
construction funding.
-Analyze the existing trail and
its needs

- Address erosion and
sedimentation control
problems including:

- Stream Bank Stabilization

- tree and property maintenance
- riparian buffer construction

- Coal Barge Removal

{Dauphin County)

- Land and Water Conservation
Fund (U.S.Nat. Park Svs)
-Coastal Zone Management
Grant Program (DCNR)

- CDBG (DCED)

- Heritage Parks Program
(DCNR)

- PA Conservation Corps

- PA Recreational Trails
Program (DCNR)

- Key 93 Grants (DCNR)

-PA Transportation
Enhancement Program
(PADOT)

-American Express Foundation
-William Penn Foundation
-Andy Warho!l Foundation
-Surdna Foundation

Halifax Towﬁship Park Land
Acquisition

Park Plan Development

Park Design and Construction
Activities

- Acquire designated park
property.

- Create a study committee

- Prepare a park plan with
immediate and long term goals
and projects.

- Implement the plan’s priority
projects.

- Key 93 Grants (DCNR)
- Land and Water Conservation
Fund (U.S. Nat. Park Svs)

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
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River Conservation Implementation Potential Funding
Projects and Issues Recommendations Sources
Initiate a River Corridor Study - Committee Development - Key 93 Grants (DCNR)

Involving the development of
priority issues and projects
including:

Conservation Promotion and
regulation

Stormwater Management Study

Water Quality Monitoring Program

Public River Access Study

- Develop a list of priority
issues.

- Develop partnerships with
local municipal, public and
private interest groups to
promote projects and studies.

- Partner with the County
Conservation District and the
Susquehanna River Basin
Commission to help get a
program started.

- Create a study committee to
locate potential access areas.
Work with the PA Game
Commission on development
procedures

- Environmental Education
Grant (U.S. EPA)

- Nonpoint Source Program
(DCNR)

- PA Storm Water Mgmt.
Program (DCNR)

- William Penn Foundation
- Surdna Foundation

- William Penn Foundation

Regional or Municipal Conservation
Education

- Recognize state or regional
educational opportunities or
municipal officials.

- Organize the creation of
municipal newsletters.

- Initiate local or
intermunicipal workshops on
river corridor conservation
topics.

- PA Rails-to-Trails, Grant-In-
Aid Program (DCNR)

- Environmental Education
Grant (U.S. EPA)

- Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation

- Municipal Challenge Grants
(Dauphin County)

Riparian Buffer Development Study

Buffer Construction

Regulation Development

- Utilize the River Corridor
Study Committee to locate and
designate potential sites.
Develop model construction
activity criteria for buffers.

- Design and Construction of
priority sites

- Review current zoning to
include increased design
standards to conserve or
replace riparian areas.

- Alliance For Chesapeake Bay
- Key 93 Grants (DCNR)

- Municipal Challenge Grant
{(Dauphin County)

- Various USDA Programs (i.e.
- Conservation Reserve
Program

- Wetland Reserve Program
(U.S. Dept. Of Agric.)

- Forest Stewardship Program
(U.S. Dept.of Agric)

-Surdna Foundation

- American Express Foundation
- Caterpillar Foundation

- William Penn Foundation

- PA Chesapeake Bay Program

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
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SECTION 1: RIVER CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT

The Dauphin County Commissioners and the Dauphin County Planning Commission are
extremely concerned about development pressures along the Susquehanna River in the
Upper Dauphin region. The length of the Susquehanna River Corridor is estimated to be
approximately 20 miles and is filled with countless plant and wildlife, with islands that
harbor migratory birds, waterfowl and other animal species. Recreation on the
Susquehanna can include boating, fishing and hunting. The planning commission
identified preliminary geographic limits of the corridor for grant application purposes. The
corridor identified for the project was created by using a layering process. Two primary
categories were: Hydrological Features and Significant Environmental Features.

Hydrological Features

The Hydric Features category includes several layers: wetlands, delineated on the
Wetland inventory maps, 100-Year Floodplain Zone delineated on the Federal
Emergency Management Agency Floodplain regulatory maps, and Hydric soils
mapped from the Dauphin County Soil Survey. This layer is designated with blue
hatching on Map 1. The entire limits of the floodplains and wetlands were included
in the corridor as well as a majority of the hydric soils.

Sianificant Envi E <

Significant Environmental Features layers include: Woodlands depicted from aerial
photography, Severe Soils for Homesite Suitability, State Game Lands, Slopes of
15% or greater, Agricultural Security-Areas, and Agricultural Easement properties.
These features are colored in yellow on Map 1. These features are combined on
the mapping included throughout the plan. Where the layers begin to overlap is
where the general limits of the river corridor were placed.

The two layers combined help to form the entire river corridor. River conservation issues,
concerns and development projects will be concentrated within the limits of the designated
corridor. The combination of layers used to delineate the corridor were all considered
significant for future river conservation efforts. By including natural features, the plan can
truly preserve, not only the river coastal areas, but also the areas impacted by the river.
Development along the river may cause increased runoff and erosion problems. Most of
the riverfront has fallen victim to flood damage. Property owners will be plagued with
continuous stormwater problems if conservation measures such as the ones developed in
this plan, are not utilized.

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan River Corridor Development
Section 1, Page 1-1
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SECTION 2: RESOURCE DATA COLLECTION

The Susquehanna River has been affected by development for many years. Despite the
impacts, the river remains the region’s best resource for recreation and relaxation, tourism
and economic opportunities. Area residents are attracted to the river for its scenic and
recreational values. The views, wildlife, plantlife, and historical significance are all factors
for the continued interest in river conservation. Applicable information and resource data
was collected and evaluated to determine the project area’s most pressing issues and
concerns. The issues and projects are prioritized to help implement the plan in future
years.

Resource data collection consisted of a wide range of basic information. These resources
were analyzed and mapped to show their location and importance within the study corridor.
They include:

A. Natural Features
B. Agricultural Security and Easement Properties
C. Prime Agricultural Soils
D. Population Trends
E. Existing Recreational Facilities and Open Space
F. Land Uses and Viewsheds
G. Zoning
H. Historic and Cultural Resources
. Resource Findings
A. Natural Features
Slope

The river flows south along the Mahantango Mountain in Upper Paxton Township,
Berry Mountain in both Upper Paxton and Halifax Townships and Peters Mountain
bordering Reed and Middle Paxton Townships. Halifax and Millersburg Boroughs
are the project’s lowest topographical areas. The two boroughs have historically
been subject to flooding and erosion problems caused by frequent rain storms and
floodplain development. Halifax and Millersburg have adopted floodplain
regulations to manage development and construction in such areas. However, most
of the development in the two boroughs was built prior to the adoption of floodplain
regulations. Floodplain conservation did not become an issue until recently and
erosion and sedimentation control standards for development are still
underregulated today.

The corridor has been naturally protected through the years due to steep slopes
and hydric soils existing along the river's edge. A good portion of Reed Township
contains slopes in excess of 15% or greater. Map 2 shows slopes of 15% and
greater. The Peters, Berry and Mahantango mountain ranges contain slopes in

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan Resource Data Collection
Section 2, Page 2-1
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excess of 25% within the corridor. Both Halifax and Upper Paxton Townships have
designated these as conservation districts in their local zoning ordinances and have
made preservation of steep slopes and woodlands a top priority by restricting
development type, size and excavation.

The river corridor contains bedrock formations which extend in an east-west
direction. The importance of underground geologic structure is helpful for planners,
developers and contractors to forecast construction impacts and cost estimates.
Construction costs and environmental impacts are largely due to geological and soil
characteristics existing at a given site. Well yields for the study area average from
20-40 gallons per minute. Excavation is noted as moderately difficult to difficult for
construction activities. The formations in the corridor are as follows:

FORMATION WELL YIELDS GROUNDWATER YIELDS | EASE OF
EXCAVATION

CATSKILL

Clarks Ferry Member (Dccf) low - mod 20 gal/min difficult

Duncannon Member (Dcd) mod - good 40 gal/min difficult

Irish Valley Member (Dciv) mod 35 gal/min mod-erately easy

Shermans Creek Member (Dcsc) excellent - difficult
HAMILTON (Dh) mod 30 gal/min moderately easy
MAUCH CHUNK (Mmc) - - difficult
POCONO (Mp) mod - good 40 gal/min difficult
SPECHTY KOPF (MDsk) unproductive-fair 25 gal/min difficult
TRIMMERS ROCK (Dtr) good surface drainage 30 gal/min moderately difficult

SOURCE: Engineering Characteristics of Rocks in Pennsylvania

The formations which encompasses the largest land area are Mauch Chunk and
Catskill - Shermans Creek Member. However, there is no groundwater data for the
Mauch chunk formation, mainly due to its mountainous topography. Surface run-off
is high and porosity is very low. The steep slopes associated with the river, present
limitations to development and construction. Any type of grading, excavation, or
vegetation removal on steep slopes may be a costly endeavor as well as create
stormwater and soil erosion problems. The locations of the various formations are
shown on Map 3.

Woodlands

Woodlands in the river corridor are largely located along the river and on the
mountainous areas. The mountainous areas existing in the corridor are located in
the southern and northern most portions Halifax Township and Upper Paxton
Township. Approximately 4,492 acres of woodlands can be found in the project

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan

Resource Data Collection
Section 2, Page 2-2
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area. Map 4 shows the corridor's woodlands. The islands, coastal areas and
stream banks are also wooded.

The Susquehanna River is the largest drainage basin that drains directly into the
Chesapeake Bay, and the most productive estuary in the United States. The
delineation of the corridor was partially completed through mapping the floodplain
areas, wetlands, and hydric soils along the river. Map 5 shows all three sensitive
areas. A large majority of land in Millersburg Borough contains either hydric soils
or is located within the 100-year floodplain. Many of the islands are comprised of
hydric soils and within the 100-year floodplain. However, a large majority of land
within the corridor does not exist in any known floodplain, wetlands, or hydric soils.

The Susquehanna River has a unique history of flooding events. Halifax and
Millersburg Boroughs have experienced the most damage due to regulations their
riverfront locations. Upper Paxton Township enforces conservation regulations for
the designated 100-year floodplain. Any development proposed within the
floodplain must conform to special regulations affecting but not limited to: the type
of development, degree of grading, setbacks, building height, building materials,
sewage treatment, lot size, woodland and streambank preservation, mandatory
erosion and sedimentation control planning and stormwater management planning.
Floodplain areas in Upper Paxton should remain in their most natural state in order
to continue to purify and reduce surface water runoff. Roadway construction debris
and required maintenance cause significant damage to properties, river banks,
water quality, high quality habitat areas, and has eliminated some migratory
pathways.

Wetlands are protected by the state, and permits are necessary for projects which
affect or impose upon any wetland. The permits must be reviewed and approved
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP). Wetlands in the corridor are shown in green on
Map 5.

Water Quality

The Department of Environmental Protection has designated the Susquehanna
River as a Priority 1 “A” base level water quality. There are numerous other named
and unnamed tributaries in the study corridor that flow into thenriver and are as
follows:

Upper Paxton Township: Mahantango Creek
Wiconisco Creek
Shippen Run

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan Resource Data Collection
Section 2, Page 2-3
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Millersburg Borough 3,074 | 2,770 | 2,729 | 2,835 2622 | -17.2
Reed Township 259 289 259 229 262 1.1
Upper Paxton Township 2,718 3,433 3,680 3,815 3,957 31.3

Source: U.S. Bureau of Census
* Population Estimates, U.S. Bureau of Census
** Population Projections completed by Department of Environmental Resources, 1991.
*** Population increase or decrease from 1970 to projected year 2000.

Halifax Township and Upper Paxton Townships are slated for the heaviest growth in the
River Corridor. Reed Township and Halifax Borough's population figures reveal an almost
static condition. Millersburg Borough's population, on the other hand, has been declining
since 1970, with the exception of a population estimates developed for 1994. Overall from
1970 to 2000 Millersburg's population is projected to decrease approximately 17 percent.

E. Existing Recreational Facilities and Open Space
State Ownership

PA Fish Commission owns and maintains a boat access and parking area along the
Susquehanna River in Halifax Township just north of Halifax Borough (See Map 8).
Islands such as Haldeman and Clemson State Game Lands No. 290 and No. 254,
respectively are owned and maintained by state for the protection of wildlife and for public
recreation.

Municipal Parks and Open Space

Halifax Borough owns and maintains river front property west of Front Street. The park’s
grassy areas and benches are regularly maintained. The borough has proposed
improvements noted in Section 3. Halifax Borough and Halifax Township support the
Halifax Borough Park. The Park is approximately 30 acres and hosts a playground, fields,
public swimming pool, scenic and picnic areas located in the Township (See Map 8).

Millersburg Borough has two parks in the river corridor. The riverfront park, north of the
Wiconisco Creek, which has several sitting benches and the Ferry boat and landing; and
the Myo Park, located south of the Wiconisco Creek. This park contains playground
equipment, pavilions, and cooking grill facilities. The famous “swinging bridge” ties the two
parks together. Both parks are frequently used by residents and by annual festivals and
or events. ‘

Utility & Rail Company Lands and Right-of-Ways

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan Resource Data Collection
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Sewer, electric utility companies owns or leases acreage in study area, some of which is
used for operational facilities. High voltage electric lines are owned by Pennsylvania
Power and Light. Halifax Borough maintains the electric line utility easement which runs
directly through the Riverfront Park. Millersburg and Halifax Boroughs have wastewater
treatment plants located in the river corridor on municipally owned property. Conrail owns
and maintains a line running north/south near the Susquehanna River traversing the entire
river corridor.

F. Area Transportation Facilities

The river corridor contains the major travel routes in the Upper Dauphin County region.
The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation and the metropolitan planning
organization, the Harrisburg Area Transportation Study, have classified the local and
regional highways for planning and funding purposes. It is recommended that local
governing bodies utilize this classification system for local and regional planning projects.
The functional classifications of the major routes are located in the project area are as
follows:

U.S. Route 22/322 Reed Township Interstate

PA 147 Reed, Halifax, Halifax Boro. . Minor Arterial
Millersburg Boro. and Upper Paxton

PA 325 Reed Township Minor Arterial

PA 225 Halifax Township Minor Arterial
Halifax Borough

PA 209 Millersburg Boro., Upper Paxton Minor Arterial

SR 4009 Millersburg Borough ‘ Minor Collector

PA 25 Millersburg Borough, Collector

and Upper Paxton

The classifications of the roadways above have distinct differences. The characteristics
of the different roadways are as follows:

Arterials

. limited access with high speed mobility

. normally used for longer trips

. high volume traffic

. widest right-of-way, cartways and shoulder widths

. may contain 3 to 4 lanes

. speed range from 35-55 miles per hour

. limited through traffic

. connects with other arterials and/or collector roadways

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan Resource Data Collection

Section 2, Page 2-8



Collector

mobility and access are important

used for regional trips

connects with other arterials and/or local roadways
moderate traffic

speed range from 35 to 45 miles per hour
minimum right-of-way, cartway and shoulder widths
balanced amount of local and through traffic

land access is important

short trips are normal

low volume traffic

no access controls

minimum or no right-of-way, cartway and shoulder widths
speed average is 25 miles per hour

caters to local traffic

primarily connects with other local and collector roads
stop sign and red light controls are more frequent

Halifax Borough has undergone major roadway improvements on Routes 147 and 225.
The two improved roads have been milled and resurfaced new curbing and sidewalks and
upgrades to the stormwater facilities. Local roadway repairs and maintenance is a
municipal function.

G. Existing and Future | and Uses

Existing Land Uses

The corridor views from the Susquehanna River looking landward are extremely
attractive. The views and sporting activities are the major reasons why the river
keeps tourists and sportsmen coming back. When traveling on the river a boater
can feel removed from the commercial and industrial worlds. The wooded islands
and coastal areas give a boater or tourist a secluded look and feel. Various
sections of the river coast are extremely sloped. The accelerated heights are filled
with a natural rural beauty. The noise from traffic along routes 11 & 15 on the
western side of the river and 322 and 147 on the eastern side tends to echo and
carry along the water. However, the cabins, trailers or residences found all along
the river's eastern edge are often more intrusive than the noise of the highways.
The river has influenced the types of land uses which exist today. Map 9 shows
land use in 6 categories: Residential, Service, Commercial, Industrial, Public/Semi-
public and Vacant or natural areas.

® Residential land uses consist of any single and or multifamily dwellings.

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan Resource Data Collection
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° Service land uses refers to uses such as offices for dental, medical, legal,
and other professional services offered to the general public.

° Commercial land uses refer to retail establishments selling clothing, shoes,
groceries etc.; restaurants, entertainment establishments, home
improvement stores, and other similar uses.

® Industrial land uses are manufacturing, warehousing, quarry operations,
mining, distribution centers, fabrication, tool and dye operations, paper
production, printing press and other similar uses.

° Public/Semi-Public land uses are municipal, county or state owned lands or
structures, private and public parks, and state game or forest lands.

. Agricultural or Undeveloped land uses are undisturbed lands existing as
marginal, steeply sloped, wooded or agriculturally used lands. These lands
are mostly privately owned.

It is apparent that a majority of the land in the river corridor remains undeveloped
with sparse residential development existing along the river's edge. Camping
facilities and seasonal cottages can be found along the Susquehanna River in
northern Halifax Township and throughout Upper Paxton Township.

The islands that exist within the corridor vary in size and have been known to
change as the currents and water levels change. Islands have a beauty all their
own and are commonly used for hunting and camping purposes. Many of the
islands are overgrown with poison ivy and are unsuitable for most recreational
activities. The State Game Commission owns many of the islands which are open
to the public with the exception of Haldeman Island. Haldeman Island is located in
Reed Township and is maintained as a sanctuary for the preservation of various
species of migratory birds and other wildlife species and is agriculturally used to
grow crops for its inhabitants.

Future Land Uses

One way of effectively planning for growth in the region is to establish a regional
land use plan. The Dauphin County Planning Commission in cooperation with
Halifax and Upper Paxton Townships has created a future county-wide land use
plan. This plan has designated locations for the future use for residential,
commercial, industrial, open space/conservation, agricultural and public/semi-public
land uses for the entire county. Map 10 shows the future land uses for the 5
impacted municipalities within the river corridor.

The county-wide land use plan was developed through a public participation
process of public official interviews, community attitude surveys, and public
comprehensive plan meetings.

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan Resource Data Collection
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The future land use plan should be viewed as a guide for future growth and
development and is intended as a flexible guide for the future uses for the region.
All areas of the region have been designated with a land use type, however, not all
areas will be developed. The map is generalized and does not reflect the land use
of every lot. The map is reviewed periodically and is planned for updates in the
near future to keep pace with changing development patterns and trends.

The future land use map is not a zoning map and should not be construed for this
purpose. There are seven future land use categories. They include: Residential-
Low Density, Residential-Medium Density, Agricultural, Commercial, Industrial,
Public/Semi Public, and Conservation. The residential land uses (low or medium)
differs in density from municipality to municipality. The Boroughs of Halifax and
Millersburg have higher residential densities than their surrounding Townships. This
is mostly due to the presence of infrastructure such as public water and sewer
service.

H. Corridor Zoning

Zoning should be considered a beneficial tool for land use planning and growth
management. Municipalities should establish good relations with its residents and local
developers to instill cooperation and good land use planning practices, especially those
municipalities who do not have zoning control. There are many benefits to municipal or
regional zoning for river conservation such as:

° Municipalities can control development through zoning district creation and
regulation. Uncontrolled growth has long lasting effects on the environment
and on its residents.

° The sensitive floodplain, slope or wet areas in the corridor can be assured
a higher level of protection against development. Restricting land
subdivision and grading could help municipalities preserve the river corridor,

° Permitted uses in commercially zoned parcels in the river corridor can cater
to river conservation, recreation and accessory types of activities.

° Regulations for open space designed development can be incorporated as
part of the subdivision process. Currently there are no design standards
which preserve open space as part of the subdivision and land development
process in Upper Paxton Township.

Zoning exists in only one out of five municipalities located within the river corridor, Upper
Paxton Township. Halifax Township is in process of preparing its first official municipal
zoning ordinance. Halifax and Upper Paxton Townships zoning districts located within
the river corridor include:

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan Resource Data Collection
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Conservation Conservation

Agriculture Agriculture

Residential Agriculture Residential suburban
‘ Commercial

The proposed Halifax Zoning Ordinance provides additional environmental protection
requirements for areas existing in the Environmental Protection Overlay area. Article 17
of the proposed Halifax Zoning Ordinance adds to this by requiring construction,
development and improvement standards. The proposed standards include but may not
be limited to buffer requirements, screening and maintenance requirements, lighting and
landscaping requirements, and greenways, trails, and bike path requirements.

Agricultural District

Both municipalities have regulations for Agricultural Districts. Upper Paxton
Township defines its Agricultural District as an integral part of the culture and
economy and should be preserved. The district is intended and designed to
preserve and promote agricultural activities in areas of productive soils and active
farming as an on-going and viable major component of the Township’s economy
and life-style. Agricultural lands are considered a “special non-reclaimable
resource”in Upper Paxton. Halifax Township proposed Zoning Ordinance has also
developed an Agricultural District established to permit, protect and encourage the
continued use of land for agricultural purposes. This district is located in those
areas having productive soils, agriculture security protection, and predominantly
agricultural uses. The Township uses a sliding scale controlling the number of lots
or dwellings allowed per acre. For example, two residences are permitted on 5
acres or less with a minimum lot area of 1 acre. Six residences are permitted on 25
acres or more. For parcels of land greater than 60 acres, the total property area
represented by lots/dwellings permitted shall not exceed ten percent of the total
property area at the time of initial property subdivision or development. The Halifax
Township proposed zoning ordinance requires the minimum lot area of 50 acres
and the maximum lot area for a non-farm or single residence being 1 acre.
Coverage requirements allows only 10% for any building, structure or impervious
surface.

Conservation District

Upper Paxton Township has developed specific purposes for the conservation
district. The Conservation District regulations are intended to achieve the protection
of woodlands, water supply sources, flood plains and stream channels, scenic
areas, wildlife habitats, areas of excessive slopes, and other environmentally
sensitive areas from unsuitable development activities. The specific purposes of
this Article are as follows:

A. To promote the goals and objectives of the Upper Paxton Township
Comprehensive Plan, which relate to preserving and protecting
environmentally sensitive areas.

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan Resource Data Collection
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B. To promote the public health, safety and welfare by the protection of such
areas and by encouraging the retention of open space located and designed
so as to constitute a harmonious and appropriate part of the physical
development of Upper Paxton Township.

C. . To permit only those uses of slope areas which are compatible with the
conservation of natural conditions and which maintain stable soil conditions
by:

1. Minimizing disturbances to trees and other vegetative ground covers.
2. Restricting the grading of slope areas.
3. Encouraging construction of structures which blend with the natural

terrain/environment.

4, Encouraging development on the most level and buildable portions of
slope areas.
D. To limit soil erosion and the resultant destruction of the land, siltation of

streams and damage to property and individuals.

E. To protect low-lying areas from flooding by limiting the increase in
stormwater runoff caused by grading of sloped areas, changes of ground
cover, or the erection of structures.

F. To maintain the ecological integrity and habitat values of such areas, i.e.,
indigenous vegetation and wildlife, which could be adversely affected by
otherwise permitted disturbances.

G. To allow the continuing replenishment of groundwater resources and the
maintenance of springs.

The Conservation (C) District is established to protect Halifax Township’s most
environmentally sensitive areas and provide a regulatory mechanism through which
development can occur with minimal environmental impact. This zoning district is applied
to lands that have significant limitations to development based on their physiographic,
geologic, hydrologic soil, slope, and vegetative characteristics. The district is intended to
implement policies established in the Halifax Township Comprehensive Plan by: (1)
discouraging high intensity land uses in sensitive areas; and (2) encouraging natural
resource protection and conservation. The Conservation District is based on studies found
in the Comprehensive Plan. The district identifies sensitive lands and distinguishes them
from other areas appropriate for farming and residential and non-residential development.
Because of the sensitive nature of the river and its coastal properties, density requirements
are regulated to be lower than other districts. The minimum lot size is dependant upon
slope, yard requirements and infrastructure location. The slope of the land determines the

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan Resource Data Collection
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required lot size. The conservation district has development standards which require:

. buildable area on a grading plan

. buildable area must be an area equal to at least 20% of the required
minimum lot size

tree preservation

prohibited development on slopes of 25% or over

maximum percentage of grading requirements

soil erosion and sedimentation control plan, soils and geology report, grading
and drainage plan and a vegetation plan.

Low-density Residential District

Upper Paxton Township has a Suburban Residential District located within the river
corridor (see Map 11). The Residential Suburban district intends to provide
reasonable standards for the orderly expansion of suburban-type residential
development to prevent the overcrowding of land, to exclude activities of a
commercial or industrial nature which are incompatible with residential development.
This district permits agricultural uses, single-family detached dweliings,
manufactured dwellings, churches, schools, parks, libraries, hospitals, health
services and daycare establishments. Accessory uses and home occupations are
also permitted. The minimum lot size required is 1 acre or 12,000 square feet if
public sewer and water is provided.

The Halifax Township proposed Zoning Ordinance allows for two low density
residential districts to exist within the river corridor. One, the Agricultural-Residential
District intends to provide area for rural residential development that will have
limited impact on agricultural lands. The district is located near existing
concentrations of residential development as identified in the Township
Comprehensive Plan. Future low density residential development is encouraged
for these areas. Due to the limited availability of community facilities, single lot and
low density subdivisions are anticipated in these areas. The Agriculture-Residential
(A-R) District is located adjacent to active agriculture areas. However, only select
agricultural uses are encouraged because of the districts residential orientation and
smaller lots which are less desirable for farming. The regulatory mechanisms for
this district are designed to protect and stabilize these essential development
characteristics and to permit high quality rural development among high intensity
agriculture uses. The A-R District generally permits agricultural services, Bed and
Breakfast, stables, churches, community center, greenhouse, care facilities, mobile
home and single-family dwellings, utilities, farm operations, kennels, nursery,
convalescent home, parks and infrastructure district permits single-family detached
dwellings, manufactured dwellings, bed and breakfasts, cemeteries, churches,
utilities, agriculture, nature and wildlife preserves and other similar accessory uses.
The minimum lot area is proposed for 1 acre or 20,000 square feet if public sewer
and water are provided. Development is subject to floodplain and environmental
protection standards if the site lies within the designated protected areas. Two, the
Low Density Residential is established to provide area for low density rural

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan Resource Data Collection
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residential development. The district is located near existing concentrations of low
density residential development and planned areas of growth as identified in the
Township Comprehensive Plan. Future low density residential development is
encouraged for these areas. Due to the limited availability of community facilities,
single ot and low density subdivisions are anticipated in these areas unless service
is provided. Only residential uses are encouraged because of the presence of
existing suburban residential uses on smaller lots. The regulatory mechanisms for
this district are designed to protect and stabilize these essential development
characteristics and promote and encourage high quality low density residential
development.

Commercial District

A limited amount of commercial activity is permitted in the river corridor in Upper Paxton
Township. The Township Ordinance has designed this district to provide reasonable
standards for the development of a variety of commercially-oriented uses in areas where
such already exist and where, due to the character of the undeveloped land, the
establishment of such uses is feasible.

Residential Medium Density District

The Residential-Medium Density (R-2) District provides areas for single family residential
development at medium densities. The district is located in areas currently served and/or
more suitable for expansion of future public sewer and water service as identified in the
Halifax Township Comprehensive Plan. Single iot developments or subdivision of low and
medium density are anticipated when appropriate public facilities are available. The
regulatory mechanisms in this district are designed to encourage a mix of residential uses,
protect and maintain residential development characteristics, and promote well designed
residential neighborhoods. The medium density generally permits: apartments, boarding
house, cemetery and church, community center, day care and nursing facilities, various
mixed dwelling types, infrastructure, utilities, recreation.

Industrial District

The Industrial District (I) is established to provide suitable development opportunities for
low intensity assembly, fabrication, processing, distribution, warehousing, and agricultural
related industrial uses. The district provides for a broad range of light-industrial uses and
new employment opportunities. The District will maximize industrial potential and ensure
compatibility with surrounding districts and uses. The (I) District is located near existing
industrial uses, rail service, areas planned for public sewer service and areas with available
public water service. Due to the availability of public services, a limited variety of industrial
uses are anticipated. Industrial development with environmentally conscious site design
and safe highway access are encouraged. The regulations for this district are intended to
promote high quality development projects in keeping with Township design and
performance standards.

The zoning purpose information noted above is taken directly from the Upper Paxton
Township Zoning Ordinance and the Proposed Halifax Township Zoning Ordinance. Any
information concerning Halifax Township may be subject to change pending the
approval/disapproval of the proposed ordinance.

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan Resource Data Collection
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Reed Township, Halifax Township, Millersburg Borough and Halifax Borough currently do
not have zoning controls. The future of these municipalities relies on the limited
subdivision and floodplain regulations enforced for each municipality. Developers have the
freedom to impose unwanted or ill-prepared improvements to land in these municipalities.
Reed Township currently is initiating comprehensive planning and may eventually decide
that it will be necessary to develop zoning controls on future development.

The Boroughs of Halifax and Millersburg own and maintain the riverfront property and
have retained this area for public recreation. It is very possible that the future of the
Susquehanna River corridor will remain intact through existing conservation efforts. Reed
Township’s coastal area sits on extreme steep slopes and development within this area of
the river corridor is unlikely.

I. Archeological, Historical, and Cultural Resources

The Susquehanna River is a dominant focal point and is rich in historical and cultural
features. The entire river stretches 444 miles from Otsego Lake in New York to the
Chesapeake Bay. The Susquehanna River is the largest drainage basin that flows into the
Chesapeake Bay and the most productive estuary in the United States. The
Susquehanna River gets its nhame from the Susquehannock Indians which means “long
and crooked”. The Upper Dauphin County region was traveled as early as 1608 by Captain
John Smith. The river has limited transportation uses due to its shallow depth. However,
in the 1800's, canals were constructed to “stimulate internal improvements for domestic

commerce”.’

Historic buildings, structures and sites are scattered throughout the study area with a
majority being concentrated in the Boroughs. Although there are no structures noted in the
National Register of Historic Places as of August, 1996, there are many structures which
may have historic or cultural qualities but do not meet the 50 year cut-off for historic
registry. The Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission was consulted to determine
if any archeological or historic building structures or landmarks are located within the River
Corridor (see appendix Ill). The PHMC response letter indicated there were no individual
building structures or archaeological findings found in the River Corridor. However, if
projects contained in this plan are implemented, PHMC should be consulted at that time.

There may be other historic structures related to historic and/or cultural events or activities
yet to be identified. The Millersburg Ferry has been in existence for an unknown period of
time, however, it's service dates back to 1817. The ferry is the last ferry in operation on the
Susquehanna River, and the last wooden stern paddlewheel ferry in the country. Additional
information about the ferry can be obtained from the Millersburg Ferry Boat Association.
Millersburg Borough was founded in 1807 by Daniel and John Miller and was separated
from Upper Paxton in 1850. It was the commercial center for trade of agricultural goods and
coal. Millersburg is well known for having a small town closeness community atmosphere
and has numerous annual events which area residents take advantage of.

YIndian Arrows to Atoms
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A railroad line was constructed in 1834 from Lykens to Millersburg to carry coal to the
Lykens Valley Region. The Wiconisco Canal was constructed to carry coal south to Halifax
and Clarks Ferry. The Wiconisco Canal was constructed in 1844 as a “feeder” canal to
connect the Lykens Valley with the main line of the Pennsylvania Canal. The canal's focus
was to transport coal and produce out of the valley and haul manufactured goods into the
Valley. The great flood of 1889 destroyed much of the canal and was officially closed.?
Remnants of the canal can be seen in Millersburg where the canal walls still exist. The
canal has importance in a proposed project for Millersburg Borough. Pieces of an old coal
barge still exist in the borough as well. Transportation in the region historically began with
the construction of the Lykens Valley Railroad which stretched westward towards the
Susquehanna River. The North Central Railroad ran north along the Susquehanna through
Halifax, Millersburg and Upper Paxton. The construction of roadways decreased the
useage of the railroads and with coming of the great depression most coal operations
closed as well.

Clemson and Haldeman'’s Islands are known for its indian settlement in the early 1700's.
Haldeman's Island was specifically used as a governmental council meeting site.

Halifax was founded in 1794 and the Township was incorporated in 1803. Much of the
Townships history stems from the town of Halifax which is now the Borough. The Borough
was officially incorporated in 1875. Halifax, much like Millersburg, resides along the river
and eventually built itself inland. The lots are typical of the time period and were much
smaller than most lots subdivided today. Public services such as sewer and water first
existed in the Borough. Today the services have extended into Halifax Township.

J. Resource Findings

The Susquehanna River Corridor's natural features, existing land uses, current and
proposed zoning enforcement, and development trends have been described in the
previous sections. The resource findings can be summarized as follows:

Natural Resource Features

The corridor has been naturally protected through the years, partially due to steep
slopes and hydric soils existing along the coastline. The existing high quality of
natural resources in the river corridor has spurred Dauphin County towards
conservation planning at local and area wide levels. The County would like to retain
the river's beauty by implementing future protection measures through education and
preservation projects. The river corridor contains valuable forest lands, wetlands and
prime agricultural soils, which under current zoning and/or lack of preservation
regulation could be taken by development. Development and storm events have
eroded river banks in some locations to the point where continuous stabilization
measures are needed. Water quality in the Susquehanna River is protected by the
Department of Environmental Protection. Future water quality may depend on

*Dauphin County Elements toward a 20" Century Pictorial History, GG Stoctay,
1971
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preservation efforts such as stormwater management, buffer retention and zoning
regulations within the river corridor. Regulating compatible land uses can keep water
quality standards at a level acceptable to the state as well as the area’s residents

Historic Resources

Historic relics, structures, and sites exist throughout the river corridor. Remnants of
historic transportation modes that were abandoned still exist such as: the Wiconisco
Canal built in the early 1800's, remnants can be found in parts of Millersburg and
Upper Paxton and railroad lines can be seen along the river's coastline. Millersburg
Borough is famous for the Millersburg Ferry and its riverfront park system. Protection
of these sites is an issue of importance which can be dealt with at the local level
through an active public education and participation process and through the
development of land use restrictions in and adjacent to the river corridor.

Existing and Future Land Uses

Upper Paxton has commercial and residential land uses proposed in the River
Corridor. The minimum lot size is one acre if no sewer is available. The commercial
district permits large structures warehousing, hotels, motels, and schools which
could create stormwater and erosion control problems for the river.

The permitted commercial land uses should be restricted to those compatible with
river conservation goals and recommendations. (See page 4-2)

The low density residential and conservation districts in Upper Paxton Township do
not promote open space development and the protection of natural features existing
along the river. The Township Ordinance should use its zoning ordinance to help
retain riparian buffer retention along the river and its floodplain areas.

Currently all the municipalities in the river corridor are permitted to construct single
family dwellings with and minimal floodplain design controls with the exception of
Upper Paxton Township which has stricter flood plain development standards. Local
enforcement and regulation of simple conservation standards do not exist in the river
corridor with the exception of limited floodplain management and hillside
development standards in Upper Paxton Township. However, the proposed Halifax
Zoning Ordinance is considering stricter regulations for environmentally sensitive
areas.

Agricultural Resources

Agriculture is predominant land use in the Upper Dauphin County region. Many
farmers are enrolled in the Agricultural Security Areas Program to protect their
farming operations. The program exists to protect farmers from nuisance claims of
adjacent or near-by residents or businesses. To increase preservation the state and
county together have initiated an Agricultural Easement Purchase Program. Several
properties in the region have sold their conservation easements to the state, one
being located within the river corridor. There are several farm parcels listed as
proposed properties for the easement purchase program. Farm land preservation
in Upper Paxton Township is an important issue and is addressed in their zoning
ordinance. The ordinance intends to limit the number of potential dwellings by
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looking at the total farm site. The larger the farm parcel the smaller the number of
dwelling units will be permitted.

Population Trends

Population trends and forecasting helps municipalities plan for future growth and
development. Halifax and Upper Paxton Township have shown the greatest
increases in population since 1970. This trend is predicted to continue into the year
2000 and possibly beyond. Halifax Township is predicted to have a higher rate of
increase then any other municipality in the river corridor. Millersburg and Halifax
Boroughs plus Reed Township have had stagnant population growth figures.
Realistically the Boroughs are considered built out with little room for future
development. Reed Township differs because it does have ample open space
however it contains significant natural barriers for development which exist in the
form of steep slopes, state owned lands, farmlands, and low-lying floodplain lands.

Existing recreational facilities and open space.

The river corridor properties, although mostly privately owned, are rich in woodlands
and scenic beauty. Halifax and Millersburg Borough own and maintain riverfront
parks. The state also owns a larger percentage of lands in Reed, Halifax, and Upper
Paxton Townships including many of the islands. Haldeman Island in Reed
Township is maintained as a sanctuary for the preservation of various species of
migratory birds and wildlife and is agriculturally used to grow crops for feed for the
island's inhabitants.

In summary, the river corridor has remained naturally beautiful and nearly untouched by
development with the exception of older development in Halifax and Millersburg Boroughs
and scattered seasonal and year-round residential dwellings. The vegetative cover,
woodlands, wetlands, and historical character are very significant and worthy of additional
protection measures. The time to initiate land use preservation education, and the
development of preservation standards in the river corridor has come, and the county
hopes the Susquehanna River Conservation Plan will be well received by its local residents,
business community and tourists.
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SECTION 3. ISSUES AND CONCERNS
A. Current and Future Issues and Concerns

Municipal issues and concerns were surveyed in letters and two public workshops to
discover the real problems concerning river conservation and the preservation of the
coastal land areas existing in the corridor. These issues were tabulated and projects were
developed to address them. A listing of the primary issues is shown below, however, each
municipality had specific issues and concerns that are later discussed in detail. Although
each municipality was addressed separately, there were several projects which were
regional and would take a cooperative effort to complete.

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION ISSUES AND CONCERNS MATRIX

ISSUES

CONCERNS

Floodplain Development

no control over development location

Water Quality

stormwater, nitrate and coliform contaminant
ievels, public health and safety

Erosion and Stormwater runoff

uncontrolled erosion of river banks from
storms or development

Economic Opportunity

lack of promotion and river utilization

Tourism

creation of non-residential attractions

Natural view shed preservation

structure and park maintenance and
rehabilitation

Recreation

tack of recreation opportunity and
development and regional parks planning

Land Conversions

undisturbed or agricultural lands converts to
residential or commercial

Urbanization

residential and commercial development

Local Planning

lack of: floodplain management, buffer zone
development stormwater runoff and stream
bank stabilization regulation

Regional Planning

regional conservation planning

open space preservation

Loss of Natural Buffers

riparian buffer development

Education

conservation promotion

river corridor preservation

community recreation importance

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
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buffer creation and or retention

Riverbank Stabilization lack of development restraints, uncontrolled
erosion, silt buildup

Regional Recreationa! Planning public support, lack of funds
Public Access limited access, too many unofficial temporary
and ill-managed access points, public health
and safety

Protection of ecologically sensitive areas uncontrolled development is affecting or has
or pathways eliminated these areas

Rail Line Abandonment lack accessible funds for purchase

B. Project Development

Each affected municipality surveyed was personally contacted to help uncover river
conservation concerns. A questionnaire was developed for each municipality to complete
and comment on. The form (see Appendix ) asked each municipality about the issues
they have concerning their riverfront and adjacent environmentally sensitive land and the
projects related to the issues of concern. Each municipality responded as follows:

Halifax Township has expressed its concerns for increased park and recreation and river
conservation promotion. Through a survey and a personal municipal interview, the main
issues of concern were:

Issues: Halifax Township issues of importance are river bank stabilization, regional
recreation, and natural buffer retention. The lack of land development standards
for stormwater runoff and erosion control, public support and funding for recreational
projects are problems to be solved.

Project(s): Halifax Township has various concerns related to uncontrolled growth
in the Township along the Susquehanna River. Halifax would like to develop a new
park located along the Susquehanna consuming properties to the north and south
of the Armstrong Creek. The properties acquired consume approximately 100 acres.
The Township would like to promote river conservation through stream corridor
protection, stream bank stabilization, erosion control and increased recreational
opportunities such as a new park with greenway linkage opportunities.
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Halifax Borough

Halifax Borough owns the entire waterfront property west of Front Street. Halifax Borough
takes pride in its riverfront property and allows the public unlimited access. However,
public abuse and mismanagement has degraded the property in several park locations.
The lack of funding resources, public support, and local enforcement are reasons why the
park has degraded. The Borough would like to initiate clean-up projects as well as park
development projects.

Issues: The borough's issues of importance are: riverfront cleanup, linear park
development, establishment of a safe public accessibility and stream bank
stabilization.

Project(s). The Borough wishes to improve the riverfront by developing a Riverfront
Park plan which would permit passive and active recreation and create economic
opportunities for the Borough as well as private entrepreneurs. The plan should
include short and long-term ideas for program development and projects should be
prioritized. Projects suggested are: clean-up projects, trail design and construction
lighting, park furniture (picnic tables and benches), active and passive recreation
options, scenic garden areas or focal points, locations for a public access, boat
slips, and park management and maintenance options.

Millersburg Borough

The riverfront in Millersburg Borough has historically held a special place in the hearts of
many area residents. Annual festivals, fairs, picnics, and recreational events have taken
place in Millersburg's riverfront park and the Myo park for over a century. Storm and
flooding events have caused stream bank erosion in some areas along the Susquehanna
River and the Wiconisco Creek. Erosion and silt buildup are recurring problems which the
borough faces annually. The 1996 winter storms caused substantial damage to the Myo
Park, just south of Riverfront Park. The Borough plans to address these issues by
proposing the Millersburg Park Beautification Pian.

[ssues: Millersburg Boroughs issues of importance are erosion and sedimentation,
stream bank stabilization, park and recreation opportunities, park facilities repair
and maintenance, and project funding.

Project(s): 1. The Borough would like to initiate a long-range park plan. The plan
should include short and long term goais and prioritized recreational and
maintenance projects. focal points development for both parks; design and
construction of a riverfront trail and public accessibility opportunities (possibly at
Center Street).
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Another potential project the Borough should also consider, is the promotion and
continuation of the trail referred to locally as the towpath. 2. The Borough would
like to study its storm water and erosion problems. The study should inciude:
removal of an old coal barge, which collects storm debris and creates silt build-up
downstream, stream bank stabilization at Riverfront Park, Myo Park and at the
mouth of the Wiconisco Creek; and silt bar cleanup. . 3. The Millersburg Ferry Boat
Association proposes to stabilize its landing area by constructing a new landing
access area with new signage and maintenance programming. The maintenance
programming should include the landing area, the ferry wall, and boat and property
maintenance projects.

The towpath trail was initiated by an area resident who, through the assistance of family
and other community residents, have established short walking trail located in the borough
near the Myo park. The trail is located between the river and the abandoned canal and is
estimated to be over 6,000 linear feet long. The trail begins and ends at the Myo Park.
The trail can be expanded another 1,800 feet on the southern end of the existing loop.
The extended trail would continue south between the Susquehanna River and the canal
then turn east crossing the canal. The trail would return north to join with the existing loop
on the eastern side of the canal. A long term goal of the trail is to refurbish the canal by
diverting water from the Wiconisco Creek for area residents to fish and ice skate. The trail
has been unofficially referred to as the "Tall Timbers Trail" and has received local press
publicity (See Appendix V).

Reqional Proiect P |

The Susquehanna River Conservation Plan created interest in area conservation groups.
The planning process addressed a need for regional and intermunicipal projects. Projects
discussed at public workshop meetings are: Island trails development, public access
development, regional riverside greenway regional conservation planning and riparian
forest buffer development. The greenway discussed could include a majority of the
municipalities in the river corridor (See Map 12, 13 & 14).

Issues: Regional issues of importance are: regional recreation planning and
opportunity development, uncontrolled non-regulated development, area wide
development pressures, and regional and municipal conservation planning efforts
for floodplains storm water management, and streambank stabilization, buffer zone
education, zoning, subdivision, and open space or greenspace planning.

Projects:
1. Susquehanna River Island Trail
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The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay has proposed a water trail for the islands
located within the study corridor. The Alliance formally agreed to support the project
and its mission to study the feasibility of an island trail in the Susquehanna River.

Issues: The issues of importance are: missed recreational opportunities,
lack of formal management of the river islands, lack of river awareness, and
the lack of river access. These issues are addressed in a letter located in
Appendix Ii.

Project: The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay proposes to provide passive
recreation opportunities for camping and non-motorized boating excursions
for tourists and residents alike. Commercial/retail business could benefit
from the water trail users for food supplies at designated shopping areas
along the trail.

The modern water trail is defined as a recreational waterway on a lake, river,
or ocean between specific points and day use and/or camping sites for the
boating public (Getchell 1995). Overall, the project creates a new
recreational opportunity for area residents and promote river awareness and
conservation of its natural resources. The alliance proposes to continue the
trail south to City Island in Harrisburg.

2. Regional Greenway Development

Public and municipal officials involved in the development of the Susquehanna
River Conservation Plan feel a riverside greenway could provide a source of new
recreation opportunities and provide linkages between the municipalities in the river
corridor. The natural beauty of the river remains a mystery to most of Dauphin
County residents. The river's natural beauty can be seen from the river looking
landward. Access to the river is mostly through private property making the river
less reachable for many area residents. A riverside greenway would provide the
opening needed to invite the public to view the river and its natural beauty.

Issue: Regional issues of importance include: natural and cultural resources,
land use issues, municipal issues, greenway fundability and management,
and regional, and regional and intermunicipal conservation and recreation
planning. Private land ownership and development in and along the river
corridor is the primary cause of erosion and storm water problems.
Considering that over 95 percent of the lands within the river corridor are
privately owned, amazingly enough, development pressures have not taken
over in the river corridor in Upper Dauphin County. The natural untouched
vegetative riverside still exists and has become a greater priority to area
residents. Greenway development and river access projects will involve
private land ownership, maintenance and safety issues.
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Project: A riverside greenway plan is proposed to create new recreational
opportunities viewsheds, and economic opportunities for areawide residents,
tourists, and nature groups. The proposed greenway plan should consider
all possible linkages with the riverside parks in the river corridor such as the
Halifax and Millersburg Boroughs riverfront parks and could encompass
approximately 12 to 13 linear miles. The greenway plan study should
include an inventory of the areas containing impressive focal points,
viewsheds, historic resources, area attractions, environmentally sensitive
areas and characteristics, notable flora and fauna, significant wildlife and
plant life, and any notable habitat communities. The plan should also include
acquisition issues, development opportunities, and an inventory of all
affected property owners. All impacted municipalities and property owners
should be contacted to participate in the planning process. Project
development will depend upon public participation for the support and
cooperation that and intermunicipal project such as a greenway would take.

One of the greatest advantages of creating the Susquehanna Riverside Greenway
would be the guarantee of retaining the high quality of life that exists along the
Susquehanna River for future generations. In Greenways, A Guide to Planning,
Design and Development, the advantages of greenways have been summarized as
follows:

o First, greenways offer a way to preserve vital habitat corridors and to promote plant an animal
species diversity. A greenway can also serve as a critical filtering zone: its wetlands can absorb
contaminants on surface runoff, and trees, shrubs, and cover vegetation along the corridor cleanse
and replenish the air.

eIn an increasingly urban nation, greenways provide much needed space for outdoor recreation and
offer accessible alternatives to those who don’t live near traditional parks. A greenway is ideally
suited to such popular outdoor activities as jogging, walking, biking, fishing, and canoeing.
Greenways link us to our communities and, by lessening our dependence on the automobile, can
improve air quality and reduce road congestion.

o Greenways offer a way to protect our nation’s cultural heritage. They give us access to buildings
of historic and architectural significance in the community.

o Greenways offer ideal possibilities for joint-use partnership along corridors with sewer, utility, and
fiberoptic lines and railroad interests.

eGreenways can help preserve the rural character of a community or safeguard areas of visual
interest by protecting ridge lines, river corridors, and scenic resources. In rapidly urbanizing areas,
a greenway offers visual relief; its wooded breaks can frame and distinguish neighborhoods in an
otherwise undifferentiated urban sprawl. In the countryside, greenways can work with other programs
that preserve farmland and expanses of scenic open spaces.

e Greenways are community amenities with an economic value. They enhance the quality of life and
can increase the value of surrounding properties. Greenways have been shown to draw tourists and
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have been the catalyst behind commercial development and the revitalization of former town centers.
Greenways can be planned as elements of subdivision developments and can ultimately benefit home
buyers and developers alike.’

3. River Access_Study

Issue: Public access is one of the most important issues discussed by the
impacted municipalities. The lack of public access for area residents,
hazardous temporary access points, and the lack of supervision has affected
tourist or economic opportunities. The river corridor is approximately 20
miles and has just three access points. This issue has forced avid boaters
to create or use unofficial, under-developed access points. Safety and
private land issues remain a problem for local government officials.

Project: Develop river access study committee which would inventory
potential public access sites and funding sources. This project could be
considered to be a local or regional planning project.

Addressing this issue would create increased recreational opportunities for other
river corridor projects introduced in this plan. The riverside greenway relies on
public access for trail usage. The islands trail is also dependent on public access
for boat launching, obtaining food, camping and boating equipment, and other
goods needed by trail users, parking, and boat storage, loading, and docking
purposes.

4. Riparian Forest Buffer Development

The streambanks of the Susquehanna River that experience extreme erosion can
be revitalized by the installation of a riparian forest buffer. Riparian refers to the
area of land adjacent to a body of water. Riparian areas form the transition
between the aquatic and the terrestrial environment. Riparian forests offer a
tremendous diversity of habitat. Forested corridors provide crucial migratory paths
for various bird and fish species and other ecologically important species.

The benefits of a riparian forest are:

Filtering runoff

Nutrient uptake

Canopy and shade

Leaf food protection

Stream and habitat retention

*Swatara Creek Greenway Study, April 1996, Dauphin County Parks and Recreation
Department.
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The concept behind a riparian buffer project is to put the natural benefits and
functions of riparian areas to work in nonpoint pollution control.

5. Regional and Municioal C on Planni

The Upper Dauphin area's residential and commercial growth has virtually
developed in an uncontrolled and unregulated manner. Fortunately, development
has predominantly occurred where services such as public sewer and water are
located. The plan recommends the region adopt a River Conservation Zone (see
Map 14) for the land area along the Susquehanna River Corridor as well as a River
Corridor Study Committee to promote and implement projects in the zone.
Currently this area has limited regulation developed by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency Floodplain Regulations. The River Conservation Zone should
be incorporated into the Tri-County Regional Growth Management Plan currently
being developed. Education and regulation for and about river conservation is an
issue to be addressed by the region's municipalities.

The River Conservation Zone may involve municipal or intermunicipal education
and regulation development which may include planning projects such as:
Floodplain Management; Buffer Zone Development; Erosion and Sedimentation
Control including streambank stabilization requirements; Open Space Preservation;
Farmland Preservation; River Corridor Ordinance to recommend permitted uses,
lot sizes and site design; Area-wide Open Space; Agriculture Preservation and
Greenway Educational Workshops.

C. Prioritized Issues

Project stakeholders identified and rated the issues of most importance and the
related projects. Participants were asked to rate the issues. The results of the
exercise were tabulated and prioritized as follows:

Regional, Intermunicipal and Local Planning
River Conservation Education and Promotion
Loss of Natural Buffers

Regional Recreation and Park Development
Erosion and Stormwater Runoff

Water Quality

ok wh =

The projects discussed in this section relate to the important issues above and have been
organized to reflect the prioritized issues.
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SECTION 4. GOALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to create a practical and effective conservation plan for the river corridor, it is
necessary to establish and articulate a list of acceptable goals. Failure to take this step
and delineate these goals and recommendations could result in arbitrary or merely
momentary decisions that are in contradiction to citizen values and desires. The issues
were separated into local and regional issues. The local issues were prioritized by project
supporters.

Goals and recommendations are defined in this section relate the issues of importance to
the natural and physical aspects of the river corridor. Local decisions made concerning
river conservation should reflect the goals and recommendations of this plan. This section
establishes a framework for implementation and the guide for better conservation
practices, planning and project decisions. This plan shall serve as a long-range guide
which establishes goals and recommendations for the municipalities in the river corridor
to utilize when evaluating development, local planning and other decisions related to river
conservation planning.

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan Primary/Goal Statement

To preserve the natural and scenic beauty of the river corridor by providing; a plan for local
and regional planning groups, increased accessibility, and opportunities for recreation and
environmental education for river awareness and conservation to all local citizens and
communities.

Recommendations

The following goals and recommendations are listed according to importance. The issues
in Section 3 are prioritized in this section to reveal the topics of most importance. Public
meeting discussions and worksheets helped give the plan a direction for future decisions
for project implementation and management. This does not mean the lower priority
objectives should not be acted on if the opportunity arises.

A. Regional, Intermunicipal and Local Planning

Goal: Each municipality should either independently or jointly strive to set standards for
future development located in the environmentally sensitive areas designated in this plan.

Recommendation 1: The Susquehanna River Conservation Plan should be used
as a guide for the development of conservation and recreation strategies and
practices.

Recommendation 2: Incorporate local and county natural resource studies, natural
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area inventories and protection regulations into local planning documents.

Recommendation 3: Minimize noise and pollution in the river corridor. Local
businesses, tourism and recreation can be affected by noise and pollution.

Recommendation 4: Establish a consistency of planning documents to be
compatible with adjacent municipal and county comprehensive planning. Adopt a
regional growth management plan which manages development by setting growth
boundaries and encourages open space planning and natural resource
conservation.

Recommendation 5: Consistent development standards are encouraged throughout
the river corridor for topics such as:

Floodplain and watershed management

Riparian buffer retention and development standards
Capital improvements planning

Nutrient management and farmland preservation
Open space planning

Agriculture preservation

Stormwater management

Tree planting

Riparian buffer

Recommendation 6: Establish, where possible, joint planning commissions and
ordinances to conserve resources on a regional level.

Recommendation 7: Rely on the Dauphin County Planning Commission for
technical support for natural resource conservation, recreation planning, and
regulation development. Local government should utilize the county's resources
and its planning staff to assist in the creation of conservation planning and
regulation development.

Recommendation 8: Local conservation efforts should consistently involve the
private sector in local planning projects.

B. River Conservation Education and Promotion

Goal: Local activities, development proposals and events should focus on the education
and promotion of river conservation.

Recommendation 1: Establish the importance of river conservation at the
elementary and high school level. School boards are encouraged to update
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curriculums to include natural resource education and protection.

Recommendation 2: Encourage developers to create site plans which show
compatibility with the impacted environment. Train township officials and developers
to recognize site plan deficiencies related to river conservation in their local
ordinances. Projects to implement these objectives could include: regional and
municipal regulation development, park and recreation development, community
clean-up projects, newsletter development, and tourism development.

Recommendation 3: Encourage various types of commercial and retail activity to the
uses which will be compatible with the recreation and tourism industry.

Recommendation 4: Each municipality should consider the establishment of
Environmental Advisory Council.

Recommendation 5: Private companies, business groups, and other non-profit
groups should be contacted to help in sponsoring events, and for volunteer efforts
for planning and events promotions.

C. Loss of Natural Riparian Buffers

Goal: Promote natural buffer retention throughout the river corridor.

Recommendation 1: Local governments are encouraged to inventory existing
significant natural areas and develop conservation regulations to protect them.

Recommendation 2: Local governments and planning commissions should attend
educational seminars, programs or courses offered pertaining to natural buffer
preservation (Riparian buffer development projects).

Recommendation 3: Educate local residents, businesses, industries, and developers
on natural buffer retention through local newsletters and special municipal meetings.

D. Regional Recreation and Park Development

Goal: Create regional park facilities through local partnerships. Municipal government local
businesses, nature conservancies or interest groups, watershed groups, county planning
and parks departments, and state agencies are encouraged to work together to plan,
finance, and maintain regional parks and recreation such as greenway development, land
acquisition and island trails.

Recommendation 1: Local events (such as public meetings or community picnics or
forums) should be held to generate interest in recreation planning.
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Recommendation 2: Local government should attempt to influence the private sector
to take part in regional recreation projects and fund raising drives.

Recommendation 3: The county should continue to support the regional projects in
this plan either by technical and/or financial support.

Recommendation 4: Regional recreation projects should be promoted both
recreationally and economically. Many of the regional projects recommended by this
plan may spur tourism, new business ventures and/or increased sales in existing
related businesses.

Recommendation 5: Create river awareness by publicizing the wide variety of
activities the river has to offer and by providing additional public access, viewsheds
and/or focal points. Develop activities involving river recreation and trail development
for tourists, local businesses, governments and citizens to participate in.

Recommendation 6: Promote the stimulation of tourism opportunities through the
local Chamber of Commerce(s), press releases, school district field trips and
promotional materials.

Recommendation 7: Create a river recreation and conservation committee to
oversee program development, recreational program activities, and events. The
committee should include members of local school districts, area recreation
departments, local merchants, nature conservancies, chamber of commerce
members and local planning commissions and governments. This committee should
oversee the implementation of this plan.

E. Erosion and Stormwater Runoff

Goal: Encourage local municipalities to become aware of the causes of erosion and runoff
and the effects of stormwater management. The riverbanks of the Susquehanna and its
tributaries within the river corridor are eroding in areas where development has taken place.
Increased run-off velocities have contributed to water pollution by causing excessive soil
erosion and sedimentation of the banks of the river and the tributaries leading to it.

Recommendation 1: Stormwater management standards should be drafted either
locally or intermunicipally. Development within the river conservation zone should
be regulated to a stricter degree.

Recommendation 2: Municipal planning should capitalize on the preservation of trees
and other natural buffers to protect the river from runoff, sedimentation and silt
buildup.

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan Goals and Recommendations
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F. Water Quality
Goal: Protect the water quality of the Susquehanna River and its contributing tributaries.

Recommendation 1: Identify new or existing development which may be a
contributor to poor water quality.

Recommendation 2: Develop remediation or viable solutions to reduce the amount
of pollutants affecting the river such as:

. the proper treatment of industrial and sewage discharges

] reduction of air emissions that lead to acid rain

] implement proper erosion and sedimentation controls during
construction

° proper waste disposal

° minimizing wetland impacts

Recommendation 3: Municipal government and residents should consider forming
individual or regional Environmental Advisory Council(s) to assist local government
decisions on land development or remediation of problem sites and to identify and
help preserve environmentally sensitive areas.

Recommendation 4: Develop water quality protection standards for development..

Recommendation 5: The Dauphin County Parks and Recreation Department, and
the Dauphin County Planning Commission and Dauphin County Conservation
District are encouraged to work with local planning commissions, Environmental
Advisory Councils (EAC) and watershed groups to complete common goals to
protect their shared water resources.

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan Goals and Recommendations
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SECTION 5. RIVER CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT

Upon completion of the Susquehanna River Conservation Plan, local municipalities
may adopt the plan by resolution and complete a petition for river registry status.
Municipal governments, non-profit organizations, conservation or watershed groups,
county planning and recreation departments should use the Susquehanna River
Conservation Plan to further their conservation goals and recommendations. The
stakeholders, listed in this plan, each has the responsibility of ensuring that the rivers
conservation program will be successful. The Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources (DCNR) are potential funding and technical sources for the projects listed in
this plan.

A. Plan Implementation

Management of the plan involves implementing the recommendations adopted by the
impacted municipalities with continuous planning efforts of the local governments,
conservation groups and county. The county planning commission has taken the first
of many steps towards promoting rivers conservation. The issues of concern
specifically address the problems of the region. - The Dauphin County Planning
Commission wishes to help support conservation planning by providing technical
assistance to those municipalities who request it. The ways in which the county can
support the plan will ultimately depend on the cooperation of the local private and public
businesses, groups and government.

Public Responsibility

Local governments in the river corridor already have an ownership and
management role along the Susquehanna River. Halifax and Millersburg
Boroughs have assumed responsibility for the health, welfare and safety of the
public by owning and maintaining municipal riverside parks. Halifax Township
also proposes to acquire lands along the Susquehanna River for public use.
This accepted role will help establish a management strategies for future river
oriented projects.

Intermunicipal Authority

Those municipalities involved plan implementation of regional projects such as a
riverside greenway, riparian buffer development, or the islands trail could
overcome the limitations of any one township or borough, if the details of
allocating budget commitments and differences in interest, capability and
approach among the various municipalities could be addressed. Decisions on
management strategy should be formed by the total interest group seeking
project completion.

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan River Corridor Management
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County Responsibility

Dauphin County Planning Commission plans to adopt the Susquehanna River
Conservation Plan with intentions of playing a significant part in the future plan's
implementation. The County is very interested in project development and
management of the plan. Efforts towards regulation development for the corridor
conservation zone discussed in the following matrix. The county can also take a
large role in the technical, financial, and management assistance end in the
development of intermunicipal projects such as the proposed riverside greenway.
The Dauphin County Parks and Recreation Department should be considered an
effective technical agency for regional park and recreation planning. County
officials are sensitive to local concerns but would not be likely to initiate a
greenway study unless supported by local officials. Regional projects involving
municipal and intermunicipal planning are the projects most likely to be initiated
by the county.

State Support

The state can play a major role in the implementation of the plan by offering the
principal advantage of being unconstrained by the jurisdictional boundaries of
townships and boroughs along the river corridor. The state would have the
ability to promote and fund conservation project proposals to a greater extent by
contributing financial and technical assistance for the development of municipal
and regional studies and the passage of the Key 93 funding provisions for open
space acquisition, greenway studies, and construction grants enhances the
ability of state agencies to play a positive role in rivers conservation planning.

Local Private Cooperation

The private sector is a resource untapped by many conservation planning efforts.
Events planning, sponsoring, volunteer efforts, and project promotion can be
completed in cooperation with local government, county, and state efforts. This
plan recommends the inclusion of all private local or regional businesses or
groups to take part in the implementation of this plan.

B. Management Options

Management of the various projects, programs and conservation planning will involve
public support and may take considerable time to develop. Intermunicipal cooperative
relationships must be established in order to initiate many of the projects proposed.
These partnerships will promote a higher degree of cooperation and public support.

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan River Corridor Management
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An Alternative Management Options Matrix was developed for this plan to visually show
the proposed projects identified in the goals and recommendations section. The
recommendations developed in the matrix will help implement the plan by showing
various solutions for each issue and the possible funding sources needed to complete
the alternative selected. Cost estimates for some projects such as, park plans, and trail

development projects are subject to change either in scope or price have not been
included in the plan.

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan River Corridor Management
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ALTERNATIVE MANAGEMENT OPTIONS MATRIX

River Conservation
Projects and Issues

Implementation
Recommendations

Potential Funding
Sources

Regional, Intermunicipal, and
Local Planning
-Riverbank stabilization
-Buffer zone or river corridor
protection
-Watershed protection
-Stormwater Management
-Floodplain management
-Openspace preservation
-Farmland preservation
-Recreation Planning
-Develop a river conservation
zone and model regulations
-Public Access Study

- Develop a River Corridor
Study Committee for
Regional Conservation
Planning

- The planning Committee
should address the priority
conservation projects and
implementation strategies.

- Key 93 Grants(DCNR)
-Non-point source Program
(DCNR)

-PA Stormwater Mgmt.
Program (DCNR)

-William Penn Foundation
-Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation

-Coastal Zone Management
Grant Program (DCNR)

Halifax Borough Riverfront Park
Plan

Park Design and Construction
Educational Programs

Park Management

Capitol Improvements Plan

Develop a short and long
term park plan

- Initiate volunteer
educational programs for
residents and the local
school district involving:

- park and tourism
promotion

- community clean-up
projects.

- conservation projects and
promotion.

Develop park management
regulations for;

- park responsibilities

- park maintenance

- park programs

- designate funding sources
- annual updating and

budgeting plan

- Key 93 Grants (DCNR)

- Environmental Education
Grants (U.S. EPA)
-Caterpillar Foundation
-Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation

- William Penn Foundation
-PA Chesapeake Bay
Program

- PA Conservation Corps.
(for voluntary services)

-Surdna Foundation

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
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River Conservation
Projects and Issues

Implementation
Recommendations

Potential Funding
Sources

Millersburg Borough Park
Beautification Plan

Millersburg Ferry Boat
Association-
- Landing access design
and construction
- Boat and property
maintenance programs
- new ferry boat signs
and promotional signs
and materials

River Access Study

Tall Timbers Trail Study “Tow
Path”

Storm Water and Erosion
Sedimentation Control Study

- Develop a park plan with
long and short term goals
and prioritized projects.

- Construction Activities
selected and completed

- ferry wall maintenance

- property and tree
maintenance

- new signs for promotion,
direction and historic
characteristics

- Create a local committee
for river access research
and development.

- Coordinate promotional
efforts and design and
construction funding.
-Analyze the existing trail
and its needs

- Address erosion and
sedimentation control
problems including:

- Stream Bank Stabilization

- tree and property maintenance
- riparian buffer construction

- Coal Barge Removal

- Municipal Challenge Grant
(Dauphin County)

- Land and Water
Conservation Fund (U.S.Nat.
Park Svs)

-Coastal Zone Management
Grant Program (DCNR)

- CDBG (DCED)

- Heritage Parks Program
(DCNR)

- PA Conservation Corps

- PA Recreational Trails
Program (DCNR)

- Key 93 Grants (DCNR)
-PA Transportation
Enhancement Program
{(PADOT)

-American Express
Foundation

-William Penn Foundation
-Andy Warhol Foundation
-Surdna Foundation

Halifax Township Park Land
Acquisition

Park Plan Development

Park Design and Construction
Activities

- Acquire designated park
property.

- Create a study committee
- Prepare a park plan with
immediate and long term
goals and projects.

- Implement the plan’s
priority projects.

- Key 93 Grants (DCNR)
- Land and Water
Conservation Fund (U.S.
Nat. Park Svs)

Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
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River Conservation
Projects and Issues

Implementation
Recommendations

Potential Funding
Sources

Initiate a River Corridor Study
Involving the development of
priority issues and projects
including:

Conservation Promotion and
regulation

Stormwater Management Study

Water Quality Monitoring
Program

Public River Access Study

- Committee Development
- Develop a list of priority
issues.

- Develop partnerships with
local municipal, public and
private interest groups to
promote projects and
studies.

- Partner with the County
Conservation District and
the Susquehanna River
Basin Commission to help
get a program started.

- Create a study committee
to locate potential access
areas. Work with the PA
Game Commission on
development procedures

- Key 93 Grants (DCNR)

- Environmental Education
Grant (U.S. EPA)

- Nonpoint Source Program
(DCNR)

- PA Storm Water Mgmt.
Program (DCNR)

- William Penn Foundation
- Surdna Foundation

- William Penn Foundation

Regional or Municipal
Conservation Education

- Recognize state or
regional educational
opportunities or municipal
officials.

- Organize the creation of
municipal newsletters.

- Initiate locatl or
intermunicipal workshops
on river corridor
conservation topics.

- PA Rails-to-Trails, Grant-In-
Aid Program (DCNR)

- Environmental Education
Grant (U.S. EPA)

- Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation

- Municipal Challenge Grants
(Dauphin County)
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River Conservation
Projects and Issues

Implementation
Recommendations

Potential Funding
Sources

Riparian Buffer Development
Study

Buffer Construction

Regulation Development

- Utilize the River Corridor
Study Committee to locate
and designate potential
sites. Develop model
construction activity criteria
for buffers.

- Design and Construction
of priority sites

- Review current zoning to
include increased design
standards to conserve or
replace riparian areas.

- Alliance For Chesapeake
Bay

- Key 93 Grants (DCNR)

- Municipal Chalienge Grant
(Dauphin County)

- Various USDA Programs
(i.e. - Conservation Reserve
Program

- Wetland Reserve Program
(U.S. Dept. Of Agric.)

- Forest Stewardship
Program (U.S. Dept.of Agric)
-Surdna Foundation

- American Express
Foundation

- Caterpillar Foundation

- William Penn Foundation

- PA Chesapeake Bay
Program

Riverside Greenway Plan

Plan implementation

- Study Committee should
encourage project support
of a linear multi-municipal

greenway.

- ldentify fund raising and

funding opportunities.

- Implement the greenway
plan's prioritized studies
and construction activities.

- Key 93 Grants (DCNR)

- Municipal Challenge Grants
(Dauphin County)

- PA Recreational Trails
Program (DCNR)

- Land and Water
Conservation Fund (U.S.
Nat.Park Svs)

- PA Rails to Trails Grant-in-
Aid Program (DCNR)

- Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation

- William Penn Foundation

- Surdna Foundation

Alliance for Chesapeake Bay
Susquehanna Island Water Trail

Island Inventory Feasibility
Study

Construction activities and

promotional mapping

- Water trail association
development.

- Develop island
management techniques
and solicit voluntary efforts

- Key 93 Grants (DCNR)

- Land and Water
Conservation Fund (U.S.
Nat. Park Svs)

- W.K. Kellogg Foundation
- William Penn Foundation
- Surdna Foundation

- PA Recreational Trails
Program (DCNR)

- Claude Worthington

- Benedrum Foundation
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River Conservation
Projects and Issues

Regulation development
Water trail education and
promotion

Implementation
Recommendations

Potential Funding
Sources

The funding sources noted above may apply to other projects listed in the table.
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Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
Concerns Questionnaire

TOPIC OF CONCERN - RIVER CONSERVATION

1. What is the interest group's or municipality's greatest concerns when it applies to
conservation along the Susquehanna River. Please prioritize them to the best of
your ability.

ISSUE CONCERN
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
2. Discuss project needs with your group and list the projects here. They should relate

to or resolve the prioritized issues and concerns stated above.

1.

2.




To:  Millersburg Borough
Municipal Building
101 Waest Street
Millersburg, PA 17061

Attn:  Borough Council

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission has developed a DRAFT list of issues and
projects. You may use this as a starting point to answer the enclosed questionnaire.

MILLERSBURG BOROUGH
ISSUES CONCERNS

1. Degrading coast storm conditions and high waters have
caused coastal areas to degrade and
erode. River bank could eventually

erode away

2. Debree clean-up lack of municipal funding for storm, and
regular river bank ciean-up

3. River Bank Stabilization continued erosion from areas upriver

4. Recreation develop additional recreational
opportunities

4. River Conservation promotion and river concervation should be given a

planning higher priority
5. Economic development river-based economy may suffer due to

continued erosion of the river banks

Projects to Initiate:
Millersburg Park Beautification Plan

The Borough of Millersburg owns approximately acres of river front property. The
Borough wishes to save existing recreational and historical development along the
riverfront by planning clean-up and design projects to keep the river front park intact. The
Millersburg Park Beautification Plan includes the following projects:

> Millersburg Ferry landing restoration. This project would involve the river bank
stabilization at the landing, landing paving and clean-up, water daming to heighten
the water level at the ferry boat access point.



> Removal of the remains of an old coal barge and docking area. The oriningal
building does have historical significance however the lack of preservation and
periodic flooding has contributed to its collapse. The barge has become known as
a storage place for river debris and silt. This project could raise water levels for the
ferryboat at its landing point just down stream.

> River bank stabilization. The riverfront park is continuously eroding from normal
and storm weather and Millersburg fears that eventually large-scale development
projects to rebuild the river banks may be necessary. The project would involve a
professional study and design work and eventual construction of the recommended
alternative for preserving the existing river corridor in Millersburg Borough.

The Susquehanna River Conservation plan may give additional recommendations such as
an ordinance development for property maintenance and enforcement the riverfront park
property(s), economic development plans for business and tourist development, and the
potential for new resident and tourist annual events.

Please contact Tina Fackler at (717)234-2639 for additional meetings necessary for plan
completion and do not hesitate to amend any portion of this request.

Sincerely,
Tri-County Regional Planning Commission

@m? ,

Christina E. Fackler
Staff Planner



Date: July 22, 1996

To:  Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay
225 Pine Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101

Attn: Brook Lenker

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission has developed a DRAFT list of issues and
projects. You may use this as a starting point to answer the enclosed questionnaire.

ISLAND TRAIL

ISSUES CONCERNS

1. Recreation lack of recreation along the riverfront,
no recreation planning

2. No public access points areas used for public access have
created safety problems

3. River Conservation promotion and river conservationshould have a higher

planning priority and enforcement measures

4. Economic development economic opportunities will diminish if
deterioration of the waterfront property
continues

Projects to Initiate:

Islands Trail

The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay wishes to develop an Island Trail to allow passive
recreation and create economic opportunities for the communities nearest the trail as well

as private entrepeneurs. The project involves a step-by-step program:

> Designate islands of interest. Accordang to acreage, plant life, soils, existing
vegitation and accessibility.

> Island designation or trail marking

> Clean-up projects, campsite construction(i.e. furniture, picnic tables, benches,
scenic area development, locations for public access.



The Susquehanna River Conservation plan may give additional recommendations such as
a property maintenance and enforcement of island park property(s), economic
development plans for business and tourist development, and the potential for new tourist
promotions and events. Please contact Tina Fackler at (717)234-2639 for additional

meetings necessary for plan completion and do not hesitate to amend any portion of this
request.

Sincerely,
Tri-County Regional Planning Commission

Gz

Christina E. Fackler
Staff Planner



To: Halifax Borough
27 N. 3rd Street
Halifax, PA 17032

Attn: Borough Council

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission has developed a DRAFT list of issues and
projects. You may use this as a starting point to answer the enclosed questionnaire.

HALIFAX BOROUGH

ISSUES
1. Public dumping

CONCERNS

uncontrolled dumping of refuse
and other inappropriate materials

2. Recreation lack of recreation along the riverfront,

no recreation planning

3. No public access points areas used for public access have

created safety problems

4. River Conservation promotion and
planning

river conservationshould have a higher
priority and enforcement measures

5. Economic development

economic opportunities will diminish if

deterioration of the waterfront property
continues

Projects to Initiate:
Halifax Borough Riverfront Park Plan

The Borough of Halifax owns approximately acres of river front property. The
Borough wishes to develop the riverfront to allow passive and active recreation and create
economic opportunities for the Borough as well as private entrepeneurs. The project
involves a step-by-step program:

> Design of a riverfront linear park which will include clean-up projects, riverfront trail
location, trail lighting and furniture (picnic tables, benches swings etc., active and
passive recreation spots, scenic garden areas, locations for public access.

4 Construction projects designated in the Riverfront Park Design Plan:
> Clean-up projects
> Linear path construction with park improvements

> Boat access launch(s) and slips with associated parking.



The Susquehanna River Conservation plan may give additional recommendations such as
ordinance development for property maintenance and enforcement of riverfront park
property(s), economic development plans for business and tourist development, and the
potential for new resident and tourist annual events. Please contact Tina Fackler at

(717)234-2639 for additional meetings necessary for plan completion and do not hesitate
to amend any portion of this request.

Sincerely,
Tri-County Regional Planning Commission

é’/m;z:.% = éc/c&
Christina E. Fackler
Staff Planner
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TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

Dauphin County Veterans Memorial Office Building
7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Telephone 717-234-2639

June 16, 1996

Upper Paxton Township
606 Berryburg Road
Millersburg, Pennsylvania 17061

Attn: Board of Supervisors
Planning Commission

Dear Municipal Officials:

The Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (TCRPC) has been conducting
susquehanna River Conservation Plan meetings in your area in hopes of
stimulating river protection in this region. The plan will discuss the issites of
most concern such as erosion, storm water run off problems, land conversion,
recreation etc., and create solutions or recommendations to address those
problems. Your Township has not responded to any of the meeting notices
and it is felt direct correspondence Is necessary. TCRPC woulid like to make
sure each municipality is well represented and any river projects your
township would like included within the plan should be noted.

The types of projects eligible for implementation grants are:

Parks and recreation

Creenway development

Streambank stabllization

Clean-up projects

Economic development

Planning projects (i.e. ordinance development,stormwater

management, openspace retention, farmland protection, erosion and

run off and buffer regulations)

> Buffer development

> Public access area design and construction (for parks, boating and
parking)

Yy v ¥v v Vv VY

and other similar projects which may be related to the above referenced

Mailing Address: 112 Market Street, 7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101-2015
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Upper Paxton Township

examples. Projects included within the plan will be placed on the state rivers
registry and will be eligible for implementation grants the following year.
Funding for the projects are a 50/50 match (DCNR/Municipal).

Projects discussed at the previous river conservation meetings are:
Millersburg Ferry restoration, Myo Park and River Front Park Beautification
Plan, Millersburg to Halifax Borough greenway plan, Halifax Borough
riverfront clean-up plan, Ned Smith walking trail from Susquahanna River to
their nature center, public access point development, island trail corridor
development , streambank protection, buffer education and development
and water quality management and monitoring station development.

Please contact Tina Fackler at (717)234-2639 at your earliest convience for
project development and input in this planning process. Your help is greatly

appreciated.
@Z;;‘& éé&&

Christina E. Fackler
Staff Planner



TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

Dauphin County Veterans Memoria! Office Building
7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Telephone 717-234-2639

* HARRISRURG

June 16, 1996

Halifax Township
Box 405
Halifax, Pennsylvania 17032

Attn: Board of Supervisors
Planning Commission

Dear Municipal Officials:

The Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (TCRPC) has been conducting
susquehanna River Conservation Plan meetings in your area in hopes of
stimulating river protection in this region. The plan will discuss the isstes of
most concern such as erosion, storm water run off problems, land conversion,
recreation etc., and create solutions or recommendations to address those
problems. Your Township has not responded to any of the meeting notices
and it is felt direct correspondence is necessary. TCRPC would like to make
sure each municipality is well represented and any river projects your
township would like included within the plan should be noted.

The types of projects eligible for implementation grants are:

Parks and recreation

Creenway development

Streambank stabilization

Clean-up projects

Economic development

Planning projects (i.e. ordinance development,stormwater

management, openspace retention, farmiand protection, erosion and

run off and buffer regulations)

> Buffer development

> Public access area design and construction (for parks, boating and
parking)

v vy v v v Vv

and other similar projects which may be related to the above referenced
examples. Projects included within the plan will be placed on the state rivers

Mailing Address: 112 Market Street, 7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101-2015
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Halifax Township

registry and willi be eligible for implementation grants the following year.
Funding for the projects are a 50/50 match (DCNR/Municipal).

Projects discussed at the previous river conservation meetings are:
Millersburg Ferry restoration, Myo Park and River Front Park Beautification

Plan, Millersburg to Halifax Borough greenway plan, Halifax Borough '
riverfront clean-up plan, Ned smith walking trail from Susquahanna River to
their nature center, public access point development, island trail corridor
development , streambank protection, buffer education and development
and water quality management and monitoring station development.

Please contact Tina Fackler at (717)234-2639 at your earliest convience for
project development and input in this planning process. Your help Is greatly
appreciated.

Sincerely,

%%2 é/ﬁ%

Christina E. Fackler
Staff Planner



TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

Dauphin County Veterans Memorial Office Building
7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Telephone 717-234-2639

* HARRISRURG

Sally S. Klein

Chairman, Dauphin County Bd. of Commissioners
Dauphin County Courthouse

Box 1285

Harrisburg, PA 17108

Re: Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
Preliminary Findings Report

Commissioner Klein:

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission is pleased to forward you the above report
and would like your review of the plan. The staff of TCRPC will be presenting the
project with a slide show exhibit at the Dauphin County Planning Commission
Meeting on February 3, 1997 at 4:00 P M. on the 8th Floor, conference room of the
Veterans Memorial Building. This project will affect the residents along the
Susquehanna River in the Upper Dauphin County Region. The county, with the
completion of this plan, is hoping to promote regional as well as municipal
conservation efforts to preserve the coastal regions of the Susquehanna River. We
think you'll like reading about the various projects proposed in the designated river
corridor. Please contact me if the Commissioners would like a project informational
meeting.

_Sincerely,

(i Fretet

Christina E. Fackler
Staff Planner

Mailing Address: 112 Market Street, 7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101-2015



TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

Dauphin County Veterans Memorial Office Building
7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Telephone 717-234-2639

* HARRIS§URG

March 12, 1996

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Attn: Mr. Charles J. Kulp

315 South Allen St.

State College, PA 16801

RE: Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
Dear Mr. Kulp:

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission has received a
Rivers Conservation Planning Grant from the Department of
Environmental Resources Office of Parks and Forestry. The focus
area is the Susquehanna River encompassing Reed, Halifax, and
Upper Paxton Townships as well as Halifax and Millersburg Borough
(see area map). As part of the project scope of work,
coordination with specific agencies, groups, authorities or
commissions is necessary in order to prepare the Susquehanna
River Conservation Plan.

We are requesting any important and significant wildlife
habitat and any notable sitings existing in or near the project
area. Also we would like any information you can give concerning
Wildlife Restoration and endangered species conservation
programs.

If more information is needed and you would like to
coordinate a meeting with me please contact me at (717) 234-2639.

Your cooperation and support during this phase of the

project is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely, *?éizﬁéék7

Christina E. Fackler
Staff Planner

CEF: kjf

Enclosure

Mailing Address: 112 Market Street, 7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101-2015



TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

Dauphin County Veterans Memorial Office Building
7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Telephone 717-234-2639

¢ HARRISBURG

March 12, 1996

Dauphin County Soil Conservation Service
Attn: Mr. John Orr

1451 Peters Mountain Rd.

Dauphin, PA 17018

RE: Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
Dear Mr. Orr:

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission has received a
Rivers Conservation Planning Grant from the Department of
Environmental Resources Office of Parks and Forestry. The focus
area is the Susquehanna River encompassing Reed, Halifax, and
Upper Paxton Townships as well as Halifax and Millersburg Borough
(see area map). As part of the project scope of work,
coordination with specific agencies, groups, authorities or
commissions is necessary in order to prepare the Susqguehanna
River Conservation Plan.

We are requesting resource data pertaining to the project
area. Any information regarding the following would be helpful.

Soil and Geologic make-up

Water Conservation and/or protection project areas
Flood prevention programs or projects

Aerial photography of the project area (as needed basis)
Stormwater protection and flood prevention programs

If more information is needed and you would like to
coordinate a meeting with me please contact me at (717) 234-2639.

Your cooperation and support during this phase of the
project is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Christina E. Fackler
Staff Planner

CEF: kjf

Enclosure

Mailing Address: 112 Market Street, 7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101-2015



TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

Dauphin County Veterans Memorial Office Building
7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Telephone 717-234-2639

* HARRISBURG

March 12, 1996

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
Attn: Mr. Richard Mulfinger

450 Robinson Lane

Bellefonte, PA 16823

RE: Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
Dear Mr. Mulfinger:

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission has received a
Rivers Conservation Planning Grant from the Department of
Environmental Resources Office of Parks and Forestry. The focus
area is the Susquehanna River encompassing Reed, Halifax, and
Upper Paxton Townships as well as Halifax and Millersburg Borough
(see area map). As part of the project scope of work,
coordination with specific agencies, groups, authorities or
commissions is necessary in order to prepare the Susquehanna
River Conservation Plan.

We are interested in finding any information pertaining to
stream habitat Improvement projects, fishing and boat access,
park lands and or recreation lands in private or public ownership
located within or near the project corridor.

If more information is needed and you would like to
coordinate a meeting with me please contact me at (717) 234-2639.

Your cooperation and support during this phase of the
project is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
Christina E. Fackler
Staff Planner

CEF: kjf

Enclosure

Mailing Address: 112 Market Street, 7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101-2015



TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

Dauphin County Veterans Memorial Office Building
7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Telephone 717-234-2639

¢ HARRISBURG

March 12, 1996

Pennsylvania Game Commission
Attn: Mr. Jack Sitlinger
2001 Elmerton Ave
Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797

RE: Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
Dear Mr. Sitlinger:

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission has received a
Rivers Conservation Planning Grant from the Department of
Environmental Resources Office of Parks and Forestry. The focus
area is the Susquehanna River encompassing Reed, Halifax, and
Upper Paxton Townships as well as Halifax and Millersburg Borough
(see area map). As part of the project scope of work,
coordination with specific agencies, groups, authorities or
commissions is necessary in order to prepare the Susquehanna
River Conservation Plan.

We are requesting any information you may have regarding the
stream bank stabilization program, high quality creeks or streams
in the project area, Stream Corridor Habitat Technical Assistance
Program, Wildlife preserves, and any related projects or programs
which could or do exist in the project corridor.

If more information is needed and you would like to
coordinate a meeting with me please contact me at (717) 234-2639.

Your cooperation and support during this phase of the

project is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely, :;;21%4;£27

Chrlstlna E. Fackler
Staff Planner

CEF: kjf

Enclosure

Mailing Address: 112 Market Street, 7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101-2015



TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

Dauphin County Veterans Memorial Office Building
7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Telephone 717-234-2639

¢ HARRISBURG

March 12, 1996

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania Historic & Museum Commission
P.O0. Box 1026

Harrisburg, PA 17108-1026

ATTN: KRurt Carr, Chief
Division of Archaeology and Protection

RE: Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
Dear Mr. Carr:

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission has received a
Rivers Conservation Planning Grant from the Department of
Environmental Resources Office of Parks and Forestry. The focus
area is the Susquehanna River encompassing Reed, Halifax, and
Upper Paxton Townships as well as Halifax and Millersburg Borough
(see area map). As part of the project scope of work,
coordination with specific agencies, groups, authorities or
commissions is necessary in order to prepare the Susquehanna
River Conservation Plan.

We are requesting any information you have relating to
historic sites, structures, landmarks or National Registry
information pertaining to or existing in the project area. If
any sites or structures are known to exist we are requesting
specific site data such as location, age, size, condition and
importance.

If more information is needed and you would like to
coordinate a meeting with me please contact me at (717) 234-2639.

Your cooperation and support during this phase of the
project is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
Christina E.‘Fackler
Staff Planner

CEF: kjf

Enclosure

Mailing Address: 112 Market Street, 7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101-2015



TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

Dauphin County Veterans Memorial Office Building
7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Telephone 717-234-2639

* HARRISBURG

March 12, 1996

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania Historic & Museum Commission
P.0. Box 1026

Harrisburg, PA 17108-1026

ATTN: Dan Diebler, Chief
Division of Planning and Preservation

RE: Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
Dear Mr. Diebler:

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission has received a
Rivers Conservation Planning Grant from the Department of
Environmental Resources Office of Parks and Forestry. The focus
area is the Susquehanna River encompassing Reed, Halifax, and
Upper Paxton Townships as well as Halifax and Millersburg Borough
(see area map). As part of the project scope of work,
coordination with specific agencies, groups, authorities or
commissions is necessary in order to prepare the Susquehanna
River Conservation Plan.

We are requesting any information you have relating to
historic sites, structures, landmarks or National Registry
information pertaining to or existing in the project area. If
any sites or structures are known to exist we are requesting
specific site data such as location, age, size, condition and
importance.

If more information is needed and you would like to
coordinate a meeting with me please contact me at (717) 234-2639.

Your cooperation and support during this phase of the
project is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
Christina E. Fackler
Staff Planner

CEF: kjf

Encleosure

Mailing Address: 112 Market Street, 7th Floor, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101-2015



&
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania <k
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Post Office Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

April 17, 1996

Christina E. Fackler

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission
112 Market Street, 7th Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101-2015

Re: ER 96-1478-043-A
Susquehanna River Conservation Plan

Dear Ms. Fackler:

The Bureau for Historic Preservation has reviewed the
above named project under the authority of the Environmental
Rights amendment, Article 1, Section 27 of the Pennsylvania
Constitution and the Pennsylvania History Code, 37 Pa. Cons.
Stat. Section 500 et seqg. (1988). This review ' includes
comments on the project’s potential effect on both historic
and archaeological resources.

This project is a planning study, therefore this office
cannot assess the effects on specific Thistoric and
archaeological resources at this time. During the project
planning stages, provisions should be made for the
identification of historic and archaeological resources listed
in or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places
and for the assessment of the effects on these resources. The
Bureau for Historic Preservation maintains records of National
Register listed and eligible resources as well as
archaeological surveys (P.A.S.S. filesg) and historic resource
survey files. These surveys vary in their scope and
methodology, therefore we recommend that you contact local
historical societies and consult tax and deed records for
additional information regarding your project area.

If you need further information in this matter please
consult Susan M. Zacher at (717) 783-8946 or 783-8947.

Sincerely,

-
VYO (e d O e Zé;l')L'
‘Kurt W. Carr, Chief
Division of Archaeology &
Protection
Enclosures
KWC/smz
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315 South Allen Street
State College, Pennsylvania 16801

April 26, 1996

Ms. Christina E. Fackler

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission
112 Market Street, 7th Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17101-2015

Dear Ms. Fackler:

This respends to your letter of March 12, 1996 requesting information about natural resources of
special concern in Reed, Halifax and Upper Paxton Townships, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania. The
following comments are provided pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as
amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) to ensure the protection of endangered and threatened species.

The federally-listed threatened bald eagle {Haliaeetus /leucocephalus) is known to nest on Haldeman
Island in Reed Township. This breeding pair, as well as other bald eagles, utilize the Susquehanna
River and surrounding habitats for foraging and roosting. In order to adeguately protect bald eagles
from harassment and potential harm, the Service recommends that at least a 400-meter radius buffer
zone be included around all nesting, feeding, roosting and perching areas. Within this buffer zone,
human activities and habitat alteration should be avoided or minimized. Further guidance regarding
conservation of bald eagles, including activities within buffer zones, is available upon request from this
office and from the Pennsylvania Game Commission.

With the exception of the bald eagle, no other federally listed, proposed or candidate species are
known to occur within the subject townships, however, these townships are within the known range
of the federally-listed endangered northeastern bulrush (Scirpus ancistrochaetus). Recent occurrences
of this species are known from Dauphin and Perry Counties. The northeastern bulrush is typically
found in ponds, wet depressions, shallow sinkholes, vernal pools, small emergent wetlands, or beaver-
influenced wetlands. These wetlands are usually characterized by seasonally variable water levels.
A compilation of certain federal status species in Pennsylvania is enclosed for your information.

For information regarding State resources of special concern, including State-listed endangered and
threatened species, please contact the Pennsylvania Game Commission (birds and mammals; State
Game Lands), the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (fish, amphibians, reptiles, aquatic
invertebrates; trout streams), the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
(PNDI; plants; Plant Sanctuaries; State Forests; State Parks; Natural Areas; State Wild and Scenic
Rivers) and the Department of Environmental Protection {Special Protection Watersheds; wetlands).

Please contact Carole Copeyon of my staff at 814-234-4090 if you have any questions or require
further assistance regarding endangered, threatened or candidate species.

Sincerely,

Clnd

Charles J. Kul
Supervisor

Enclosure

TAKE m—
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FEDERALLY LISTED, PROPOSED AND CANDIDATE SPECIES

COMMON NAME
FISHES

Shortnose sturgeon’’

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS
Bog turtle

BIRDS

Bald eagle

Peregrine falcon (American)

Piping plover

MAMMALS

Indiana bat

MoOLLUSKS

Clubshell mussel

Northern riffleshell

PLANTS

Northeastern bulrush

Small-whorled pogonia

(in Pennsylvania)

SCIENTIFIC NAME STATUS'®
Acipenser brevirostrum E
Clemmys muhlenbergii Cc
Haliaeetus leucocephalus T
Falco peregrinus anatum E
Charadrius melodus E
Myotis sodalis E
Pleurobema clava E
Epioblasma torulosa E
rangiana
Scirpus ancistrochaetus E
[sotria medeoloides T

DISTRIBUTION

Delaware River and other Atlantic coastal
waters

Current - Adams, Berks, Bucks, Chester,
Cumberland, Franklin, Lancaster, Lebanon,
Lehigh, Monroe, Montgomery, Northampton
and York Counties. Historic - Crawford,
Delaware, Mercer and Philadelphia Counties

LY

Entire state. Recent nesting in Butler,
Crawford, Dauphin, Forest, Lancaster, Pike,
Tioga, Warren and York Counties

Entire state. Recent nesting in and around
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh (Allegheny,
Delaware, Philadelphia and Bucks Counties)

Presque Isle (Erie County). Migratory.
No nesting in Pennsylvania since mid-1950s

Summer range: possibly state-wide in
suitable habitat. Only one known winter
hibernaculum (Blair County)

French Creek and Allegheny River
watersheds; Clarion, Crawford, Erie, Forest,
Mercer and Venango Counties

French Creek and Allegheny River
watersheds; Crawford, Erie, Forest,
Venangc and Warren Counties

Current - Bedford, Blair, Carbon, Centre,
Clinton, Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin,
Huntingdon, Lackawanna, Lehigh, Mifflin,
Monroe, Perry, Snyder and Union Counties.
Historic - Northampton County

Current - Centre and Venango Counties.
Historic - Berks, Chester, Greene, Monroe,
Montgomery, Philadelphia Counties

" E = Endangered, T = Threatened, PE = Proposed Endangered, PT = Proposed Threatened, C = Candidate

‘" Shortnose sturgeon is under the jurisdiction of the National Marine Fisheries Service

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Revised 1/18/96

315 SOUTH ALLEN ST., SUITE 322, STATE COLLEGE, PA 16801



ADMINISTRATIVE BUREAUS:
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA ADMINISTRATION 717 787-567C
AUTOMOTIVE AND
PROCUREMENT DIVISION 717.787-6594
N SY LVA N l A LICENSE DIVISION 717.787.2084
P E N PERSONNEL DIVISION 717.787.7836
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 717 787.5529
INFORMATION & EDUCATION 717.787-6286
A LAW ENFORCEMENT 717.787-5740
LAND MANAGEMENT 717.767-6818
REAL ESTATE DIVISION 717 78765686
2001 ELMERTON AVENUE MANAGEMENT INFORMATION
HARRISBURG, PA 17110-9797 SYSTEMS 717 787-4C76

April 30, 1996

Ms. Christina E. Fackler

Tr-County Regional Planning Commission

Dauphin County Veterans Memorial Office Building
Hammsburg, PA 17110

Inre: Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
Dauphin County, PA

Dear Ms. Fackler:

This is in response to your letter of March 12, 1996, requesting information concerning
presence of important natural resources in the given corridor of the Susquehanna River.

Our office review has determined that the Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), a
Pennsylvania endangered species, and the Great Egret (Casmerodius albus egretta), a Pennsylvania
threatened species, are known to occur within the study corridor. In addition, there are four State
Game Lands (SGL) (258, 254, 290, and 211) within the corridor. SGL are owned by the
Pennsylvania Game Commission and are managed for public recreation and wildlife.

If you have any questions, please contact Tony Ross of my staff at (717) 783-5957.
Very truly yours,

7/

Denver A. McDowell, Chief
Division of Environmental
Planning and Habitat Protection
Bureau of Land Management

TR

An Equal Opportunity Employer



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Suite 322

315 South Allen Street
State College, Pennsylvania 16801-4850

April 26, 1996

Mr. Richard P. Leonard, Chief
Environmental Analysis Section
Buffalo District, Corps of Engineers
1776 Niagara Street

Buffalo, NY 14207-3199

Dear Mr. Leonard:

This refers to your April 9 letter and enclosures requesting our completion of a draft scope
of work for a biological survey of Gull Point, Presque Isle Peninsula, Erie, Pennsylvania.

We have reviewed the materials and discussed the project with Mr. William Butler of your
Environmental Analysis Branch. The draft scope is enclosed for your review and further
action.

If you have any questions regarding the draft scope of work, please call me or David
Putnam at 814-234-4090.

Sincerely,

AESS

Charles J. Kulp
Supervisor

Enclosure



SCOPE OF WORK
FY96
US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS/US FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE

PROJECT: Presque Isle Peninsula, Pennsylvania, Shoreline Protection Project - Gull Point
Project Year+5 Biological Survey

USFWS FIELD OFFICE: State College, Pennsylvania

USACE-BUFFALO DISTRICT CONTACT: William Butler
(Phone: 716-879-4268)
(Fax: 716-879-4355)
(E-mail: william.e.butler@usace.army.mil)

USFWS CONTACT: _ LuveE  FoTmAH
(Phone: &4-23¢~%c%0 )

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The shoreline protection project at Presque Isle Peninsula in Erie
County, Pennsylvania, was constructed in 1989-92. The project involved the construction of 55
offshore rubblemound breakwaters and the initial placement of 560,000 tons of sand beachfil
along 5.5 miles of Lake Erie shoreline at Presque Isle State Park.

Throughout the planning, design, engineering and construction phases of the project,
concern has been continually expressed regarding its possible effects on the growth and
ecological succession of Gull Point. Gull Point is a unique 237-acre area (includes offshore zone
measured 500 feet offshore) located at the eastern end of the peninsula (Figure 1).

Gull Point is designated as a bird sanctuary within Presque Isle State Park. The pointis a
recurved sand spit which owes its growth in recent years to annual nourishment activities by the
Corps of Engineers along the park's swimming beaches to the west. The dynamic nature of the
landform and its varying topography and hydrologic regimes have resulted in the deveIOpmem of
diverse habitats including sand plains, sand ridges and dunes, ponds, wet pond margins,
submerged aquatic beds, sandy mudflats, and wooded areas. This variety of habitats, combined
with the comparative lack of human disturbance, have made Gull Point particularly attractive to
significant concentrations of migrating shorebird populations and at least 32 plant species of

special concern.

PROJECT STATUS AND PROJECTED SCHEDULE: Annual beach nourishment t program
is an important feature of the shoreline protection project. Annual ground surv eys and aerial
photographs are used to monitor the beaches, shoreline and offshore bottom contours. Then,
plans are developed for placing sand to repair eroded beaches and ensure the continued growth
that preserves the Gull Point ecology. In 1996, approximately 13,300 cubic yards (20,000 tons)
of sand will be placed along various beaches to maintain their desnzn profile.

USKFWS EFFORTS AND DATES NEEDED: The required effort will constitute a Level One
inventory which will be conducted in sufficient detail to determine general plant and animal



composition, extent and acreage of vegetative types (such as beaches, wetlands, and woodlands
among others), soil types, and the presence of special concern species. "Special concern
species” include any species which is listed, or proposed for listing, as threatened or endangered
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under the provisions of the Endangered Species Act; any
species covered by the Migratory Bird Treaty; any species designated by the USFWS as
"Category 1 and 2 Candidate species” or "sensitive species"; and any species which is listed and
protected by State statute in a category implying potential endangerment or extinction.

OTask 1 (Habitat Mapping). Using May 8, 1995 and forthcoming April 1996 aenal
photographs (1":400") supplied by the Buffalo District, USFWS will map the location and areal
extent of aquatic, wetland, and terrestrial habitats. The following cover types will be delineated:

Beach

Deciduous Forest
Herbaceous Rangeland

Sandy Areas other than Beach
Shrub/Brush Rangeland
Transportation

Aquatic Bed Wetland
Emergent Wetland

Forested Wetland

Sciub/Shrub Wetland ¢
Water
Aerial photograph interpretation will be verified with field inspections. [ 2@ staf/days]

OTask 2 (Literature Review). A literature review of recent (1991-95) fish and wildiife
surveys of the Gull Point area. This review will be used to document the occurrence and relative
zbundance of aquatic and terrestrial animal species (fish, birds, amphibians, reptiles, mammals)
found at Gull Point and in the nearshore zone (i.e., 500-foot buffer zone). Specific attention will
be givenrto the occurrence of threatened or endangered, or special status species, or their critical
habitat, especially piping plover (Charadrius melodus) nesting habitat. )

The results of the International Shorebird Survey will be referenced for this report. This
data may be obtained from:

Manomet Bird Conservatory
P.0.Box 1770

Manomet, MA 02360

Mr. Brian Harrington (508)224-6521

Other sources of information which will be referenced include "Presque Isle State Park Pilot
Geographic Information System" (PADER, October 1994) and "Presque Isle State Park Resource
Management Plan" (PADER, May 1993).



Coordination/consultation will also be maintained with:

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources
Presque Isle State Park

Peninsula Road

Erie, PA 16501

Harry Leslie (814)871-4251

Presque Isle Audubon Society

P.O. Bex 1723

Erie, PA 16507

Patricia Maggi, President (814)454-7191

Western Pennsylvania Conservancy

316 Fourth Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Paul G. Weigman, Director (412)288-2777

Cleveland Museum of Natural History

Wade Oval

University Circle

Cleveland, O 441C6

James K. Bissell, Curator of Botany (216)231-4600

[ 1o stafl/days]

OTask 3 (Report Preparation). Using the Planning Aid Report completed by the USFWS
in August 1991 as a basis of analysis, conduct a comparative evaluation of relative habitat
changes on Gull Point in the five years since project construction (period of analysis: Spring
1991 - Spring 1996). The report should include maps displaying the areal extent of the varicus
habitat types existing at Gull Point, area calculations (in acres) and estimations of acreage
change for each type since 1091, and an inventory of the wildlife specics utliizing the area and
their relative abundances. The designations "common/few/uncommon/rare” will be used to
designate their relative frequency of occurrence within the study area. This inventory will be of
sufficient detail to document any project-related impacts on Gull Point, or the lack thereof. The
report will identify needs for any addit:onal data/information required for future survey efforts.

Field investigations will be conducted during May-June 1996 and a draft report will be
submitted to the Corps of Engineers by August 30, 1996. After review of the report and any
necessary revisions, a final report will be due on September 20, 1996.

[ 1_€ staff/days]



FY96 FUNDING:

fS{—a-ﬁ”/DaysatS 257 /$taffDay=$ /0, 2 80O

Support Services (40%) =5 2254

BroleqssT
bey Subtotal=$_ /9, 532

Overhead (38%) =$ 7 ¥23

TOTAL=5_ 26,755




COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA FISH & BOAT COMMISSION
Bureau of Property & Facilities Management
450 Robinson Lane
Bellefonte, PA 16823-9616
(814) 359-5152

March 29, 1996

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission
Dauphin County Veterans Memorial Office Building
Christina E. Fackler
Seventh Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101
Subject: Susqguehanna River Conservation Plan

Dear Ms. Fackler:

Enclosed is the new Fishing and Boating Map for your use.
As we discussed, there are no stream habitat improvement projects
located in the Susguehanna River.

If you have any questions, please call me at 814-359-5157.

Sincerely,

I . , .
/(x(.‘/i.&z( /// ///Lg{‘-(tAK (-/
Richard M. Mulfinger Py/é.
Fishing & Boating Facilities
Design Section

dw
Enclosure

c: File

Construction & Maintenance Section Property Services Engineering & Technical Services
(87141 359-5128 (814)359-5149 (814)359-5127
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA FISH & BOAT COMMISSION
Division of Fisheries Management
450 Robinson Lane
Bellefonte, PA 16823-9620

(814)359-5110
IN REPLY REFER TO

PNDI# 1751
September 24, 1996

TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
Christina Fackler

112 Market Street, 7th Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17101-2015

Dear Ms. Fackler:

RE: Environmental Assessment
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Grant
River Conservation, Enhancement, Economic Development, Planning and Zoning
and/or Restoration Projects
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania

I have examined the maps accompanying your recent correspondence which shows the
location for the proposed above referenced projects.

Presently, none of the fishes, amphibians or reptiles we list as endangered or
threatened are known to occur at or in the immediate vicinity of these study areas.

To allow faster processing of PNDI reviews in the future, we are requesting that the
attached form be completed and returned to this office together with other relevant project
information. Please make copies of this form and use them whenever the need arises.
Please note that the PFBC conducts PNDI review: enly for reptiles, amphibians, fishes,
and aquatic invertebrates. Reviews concerning other natural resources must be submitted
to other appropriate agencies. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Andrew L. Shiels
Nongame and Endangered Species Unit

GR/sal

Encl. (1)



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
FISH AND BOAT COMMISSION

A This form provides the site information necessary to perform a computer search for species of special concern listed

under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, the Wild Resource Conservation Act, the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Code or the Wildlife Code.

B. Complete the information below and mail to:

Andrew L. Shiels
Herpetology, Endangered Species and Triploid Grass Carp Coordinator
PA Fish and Boat Commussion
450 Robinson Lane
Bellefonte, PA 16823
(814) 359-5113

C This form and accompanying maps should be sent to the above address for environmental reviews that only concern
reptiles, amphibians, fishes and aquatic invertebrates. Reviews for other natural resources must be submutted to
other appropnate agencies.

D. The absence of recorded information from our files does not necessarily imply actual conditions on site. Future

field investigations could alter this determination. The information contained in our files is routinely updated. A review
1s valid for one year.

Please pnint or type

Applicant’s Name: Company:
Address:
Phone (8:00 AM to 4:00 PM):
Project Descripton:
Co: Twp/Municipality:

Name of the United States Geological Survey (U.S.G.S.) 7.5 Minute Quadrangle Map Where project is located:
Project size (in acres):

Indicate the location of approximate project center on the U.S.G.S. Quad map by measuring in inches (to nearest one-tenth)
from the lower right corner of the actual U.S.G.S. Quad map.

. North (Up) inches
. West (to the left) inches W=95
C
Use only one form for each proposed project or location. * N=25 (Example, not to scale)
Attach an 85" by 11" photocopy (DO NOT REDUCE) of the

section of the US.G.S. Quadrangle Map which identifies the
project location and outlines the approximate boundaries of the project.

FOR PFBC USE ONLY




| s SCOPE OF WORK (DRAFT)
. SUSQUEHANNA RIVER ISLAND INVENTORY
AILIANCE VER I
CHESAPEAKE BAY SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN

Task 1- Background and Inventory Prep.

Obtain Island Ownership Information (via Game Commission)
Refine/Prepare Inventory Document and Strategy
Obtain Inventory Base Maps, aerial photos and GPS

Task 2 - Island Inventory

Assess:
Location
Ownership
Accessibility
Noise
Vegetation
Existing campsites, amenities, and condition
Fauna (consult PNDI)
Clearings
Site Elevation
Soil Conditions
Hazards
Environmental Constraints
Archeological (also consult PHMC)
Misc. observations/Campsite (water trail) suitability comments

Task 3- Report and Mapping Assistance

Costs:

Staff Time: 120 hours @ $ 20/hr = $2400
FICA (salary x .0765) = 184
Travel 150
Materials 450
TOTAL $3184

P IS A S
LG YOG ounC]

6600 York Road
Baltimore, Md. 21212
(410) 377-6270

Fax (410) 377-7144

225 Pine Street
Harrisburg, Pa. 17101
(717) 236-8825

Fax (717) 236-9019

P.O. Box 1981
Richmond, Va. 23216
(804} 775-0951

Fax (804) 775-0954

Chesapeake Regional
Information Service:
1-800-662-CRIS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Frances H. Flanigan

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
Donald F. Boesch, Ph.D.
University of Maryland

VICE PPESIDENT. MD
William F. X. Band, Il
Maryland Pilots Association
VICE PRESIDENT. PA

James A. Humphreys, 11l
Barley. Snyder, Senft, & Cohen

VICE PRESIDENT VA

Mayer G. Levy, D.D.S.
York Chapter CBF

VICE PRESIDENT, DC
Kent Minichiello, Ph.D.

Audubon Naturalist Society
SECRETARY

Douglas Clark Hollmann
Kruger, Kovelant & Hollmann

TREASURER
Thomas R. Schueler
Center for Watershed Protection

Robert B. Asher
Asher Chocolates

David E. Bailey

Potomac Electric Power Company

Edwina H. Coder

Pa. League of Women Voters

Robert T. Dennis

Piedmont Environmental Council

Roland B. Geddes
Nat. Assn of State
Conservation Agencies

John S. Gottschalk

Amercian Fisheries Society

James H. Hannaham
University of District of Columbia

Luddy Hayden

The Chevron Companies

Frederick O. Howard, Ph.D.
Shippensburg University

John T. Kauffman
Pa. Power & Light Company

Michael R. Marino
NationsBank

Sally P. McGarry
Md. League of Women Voters

Walter L. Pomeroy
National Audubon Society

C. Mac Rawls

Virginia Marine Science Museum

William Roberts, Ir.
Woods & Water Magazine

Louis E. Sage, Ph.D.

Academy of Natural Sciences

James M. Seif
Dechert. Price & Rhoads

Jay P. Sherman
Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Donald L. Spickler

Md. Assn of Conservation Districts

Joseph A. Tieman
Baltimore Gas & Electric Company

Dennis L. Taylor, Ph.D

Virginia Institute of Marine Science

George B. Wolff
George B Wolff Associates
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Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
Concerns Questionnaire

Submitted by: Brook Lenker
Pennsylvania Watershed Projects Coordinator
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, Inc.

TOPICS OF CONCERN (ISSUE/CONCERN)

1. Missed Recreational Opportunity. The Susquehanna River through Northern Dauphin
County is a grand resource. The river is wide and shallow. Rocky riffles interrupt calmer
stretches providing exciting challenges to paddle craft. Farmlands, small towns, and
mountains offer a quite scenic backdrop for river-based activities. The numerous islands (an
estimated 386 in Dauphin County) contain many suitable sites for camping and day use and
the majority are in public ownership. Coves and passageways around the islands beckon to
be explored. Diverse wildlife, even uncommon species like Bald Eagles and Beavers, are
easily observable. Historic structures and a rich heritage further enhance the area.

Unfortunately, this section of the Susquehanna has been underutilized and its full recreation
potential untapped. Motorized boating and fishing are common activities. Camping also
occurs. Shallow conditions, especially problematic during low-flow periods, are a natural
limitation to significant expansion of motorized boating. The advent of jet-drive boats could
increase use, but the cost of such watercraft may minimize their adoption. Air boats are
common and renowned for their noise. They may be an unattractive option to some potential
users. Damming the river would increase the depth, but with tremendous environmental
impact.

The responsible encouragement of more passive use such as fishing, canoeing, kayaking, and
camping is strongly recommended. The river can accommodate a notable increase in these
activities without exceeding physical or social carrying capacity. The establishment of a
formal water trail could stimulate such use and potentially become an important ecotourism
destination. The low-impact, user stewardship ethics that characterize water trails suggest they
are more in tune with the concept of sustainability.

Many economic and social benefits, beyond the obvious environmental benefits, could be
derived from the encouragement of passive uses and the development of a water trail.
Existing users would be complemented by new users, all of whom would need food,
recreational supplies, etc... As visitation increased, canoe outfitters might locate here to take
advantage of the new demand. Existing vendors, from campground owners to gas stations
should see an increase in business, examples of the multiplier effect of recreational
expenditures. Area youth and adults would have expanded opportunities for their leisure
time; Perhaps, more healthful and restorative opportunities. Documented increases in the
popularity of canoeing, kayaking, fishing, and camping lend further merit to the argument that
recreational opportunities are being missed.



2. Lack of Formal Management of the River Islands. While several islands are privately
owned, most are held by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. A few of the public islands are
designated as State Game Lands and are managed as hunting areas by the Pennsylvania Game
Commission. The other public islands are not presently administered or managed by any state
agency, but recreational use of these islands is commonplace.

Several of these islands contain campsites as characterized by clearings, compacted soil, fire
rings, or other amenities, sometimes including elaborate shelter structures. At some sites,
overuse and/or poor camping practices may result in improper disposal of human waste,
aesthetic deterioration, soil erosion, destruction of vegetation, user conflicts, and disruption of
wildlife. Such occurrences may diminish the experience of the next visitor to the site.
Ironically, some islands suitable for camping are not being used for recreation.

While too much use could be detrimental to the islands and the river, overall recreational
carrying capacity of the islands is likely to greatly exceed current use levels. Many more
people would probably participate in river recreation, including camping, if they were aware
of the opportunities that are available. Some system of passive management and resource
promotion (accompanied by education strategies on low-impact camping techniques) could
increase recreational use and increase resource protection and stewardship.

"Now I see the secret of the making of the best persons.
It is to grow in the open air, and to eat and sleep with the earth.”
-Walt Whitman

3. Lack of River Awareness. As an employee of the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, Inc., a
group working to educate citizens about their watersheds, I am aware of general lack of
public understanding of the Susquehanna River. Some "locals" may be knowledgeable of the
geography of the nearest stretches of the river or they may be well versed in river-related
history. Perhaps, they even know some things about local flora and fauna, but, in general, the
public lacks awareness about their relationship to the river. They often do not realize how
different water quality problems and ecological problems are related to their lifestyles or their
land use and recreation practices. They may be ignorant of their connection to the
Chesapeake Bay, including their role in polluting it. There are often gross misperceptions
about the river (i.e. The river is dirty, the river is dangerous, etc...).

A water trail project would educate users about the river through publications and trail
brochures and guides. Educational signage might also be used. User stewardship would be
encouraged and the formation of a water trail membership organization would foster further
commitment to resource protection. Through development of a formal trail, a venue for
positive river experiences will have been created, a vehicle for building resource appreciation.



4. Lack of River Access. In the approximately 20 river miles from the mouth of
Mahantango Creek to the Clark's Ferry Bridge at Peter's Mountain, there are only three boat
launches on the East bank of the river (Dauphin County). There are no launches in Dauphin
County above Millersburg (The next East bank launch is near Sunbury) . Only the
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission launch between Millersburg and Halifax has large-
scale parking. The municipally-owned launch in Halifax is obscure and difficult to find.
Much of the shoreline along these 20 miles is in private ownership limiting access for fishing
and the enjoyment of river scenery.

Such a beautiful stretch of river certainly warrants additional and/ or upgraded launch
facilities that beckon and welcome users, enhancing their recreational experience. More
launches present opportunities to customize trip lengths to better meet the needs and or
experience levels of boaters, campers, or fisherman. Adequate shoreline access would
decrease the probability for conflicts with private landowners (less trespassing). Conservation
and/or recreation easements, the establishment of riverside greenways, and the upgrade or
acquisition of riverfront parks would alleviate access problems. The dedication of these
riparian lands to parkland also preserves their aesthetic integrity and insures a more pleasant
viewshed from the water.



SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN
"KICK-OFF MEETING"

To All Project Participants:

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources has given the "OK" to
begin the River Conservation Plan project for the Susquehanna River. A meeting
will be held at the Millersburg High School, Room 118, on Church Street in
Millersburg Borough (see map on back), at 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 28,
1996.

The "Kick-Off" meeting will enable the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission
to meet all interested parties and begin to develop an agenda to best suit those
wanting to participate in the project. This plan is project-oriented, and we expect
there will be plenty of project ideas; so bring your ideas, bring other interested
parties, and most of all bring yourself. For more information, please contact Tina
at 717-234-2639.
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Proof of Publication of Notice in The Patriot and The Evening News
and The Sunday Patriot-News

Under Act No. 8587, Approved May 16, 1929,

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, .
County of Daurhin }ss'

............................. Michael Morrow . . . . . ...beingduly sworn according to law, deposes and says:
Asst. Controller
That he is the ....ccoecvvvevriicerennn. of THE PATRIOT - NEWS CO., a corporation organized and existing

under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, with its principal office and place of business at
812 to 818 Market Street, in the City of Harrisburg, County of Dauphin, State of Pennsylvania, owner
and publisher of THE PATRIOT and THE EVENING NEWS and the SUNDAY PATRIOT - NEWS
newspapers of general circulation, printed and published at 812 to 818 Market Street, in the City,
County and State aforesaid; that THE PATRICT and THE EVENING NEWS and the SUNDAY
PATRIOT - NEWS were estabhshed March 4th, 1854, and February 15th, 1917 and September 18th,
1949, respectively, and all have been continuously published ever since;

That the printed notice or publication which is securely attached hereto is exactly as printed and

2nd day of February

........................................................................................................................................................................................

That neither he nor said Company is interested in the subject matter of said printed notice or adver-
tisintg, and tgat all of the allegations of this statement as to the time, place and character of publication
are true; an

That he has personal knowledge of the facts aforesaid and is duly authorized and empowered to
verify this statement on behalf of The Patriot-News Coy aforesaid by virtue and pursuant to a resolu-
tion unanimously passed and adopted severally by the gtockholdrs and board of directors of the said
Company and subsequently duly recorded in the office forjthé Rego¥ding of Deeds in and for said County
of Dauphin in Miscellaneous Book **M™. Volume 14. Page 317.

Copy of Notice or Publication

Har'mburg % geﬂ [ N

. . : M My Commission Expures June 8. 1998
Meeting Notices y com z Py YIS e

RIS ey Statement of Advemsmg Costs

The Tri-County Regional Planning Commis- .
slon (TCRPC) Is hoiding a meeting at the Millers- .
burg High School, Room 118 on Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 28, 1996, 7:00 p.m. Tri=Caounty..Regional..Rlanning..Commission
The Department of Conservation and Natural : .

B v e S sacananma River Corrl. - HarrishulGa... PRl 2l0 i

e o ettt attend, This oraioet TKICK. To THE PATRIOT-NEWS CO., Dr.

OFF" meeting will invite all to participate in the . . . . .

DO e e reomation, T C ot For publishing the notice or publication attached hereto on the
above stated dates - - - - L S 43.96...

Probating same - - - - - R S 100

Total = = = o+ e $en 44.96

Publisher’s Receipt for Advertising Costs

THE PATRIOT-NEWS CO., publisher of THE PATRIOT and THE EVENING NEWS and the
SUNDAY PATRIOT-NEWS, newspapers of general circulation, hereby acknowledge receipt of the
aforesaid notice and publication costs and certifies that the same have been duly paid.

THE PATRIOT-NEWS CO.
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION of Notice in Upper Dauphin Sentincl

510 UNION STREET, MILLERSBURG, PA.
(Under Act. No. 587. Approved May 16, 1929, P.L. 1784 As Amended)

State of Pennsylvania
County of Dauphin

Ss:

Kocher Enterprises, Inc. . The owner of the Upper Dauphin Sentinel, of the County and State
aforesaid, being duly sworn and according fo law, deposes and says that the Upper Douphin Sentinel, published in the Borough of
Millersburg, County and State aforesaid, was established in the month of June, 1884, and since that date has been regulorly issued in
soid County, and that the printed notice or publication attached hereto is exactly the same as was printed ond published in the regular
editions and issues of the soid Upper Dauphin Sentinel on the following dates, viz: :

February 6, 1996.

Affiant further deposes that he is the owner of the Upper Dauphin Sentinel, o periodical of general circulation, to verify the foregoing
statement under oath, and that neither the affiont nor the Upper Douphin Sentinel is interested in the subject matter of the aforesaid
notice or advertisement, and that all allegations in the foregoing statement as to time, place and character of publication ore true.

MEETING NOTICE /2 / //
All are invited to attend! ‘1 »(,/‘1

The Tri-County Regional
Planning Commission Sworn to and subscnbed before me rhls
(TCRPC) is holding a meet- Doy of____February,

ing at the Millersburg High

School, Room 118 on % Q'VKM
Wednesday, February 18, AM ceou /)/) 4“‘»"\}
1996, 7:00 p.m.

The Department of Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources
has awarded a grant to the .
DCRPC for the conservation j My Comy
of the Susquehanna River
Corridor. All municipal offi-
cials, interested groups, or
citizens are urged to attend.

,\ ooy o

Statement of Adveriising Costs:

This project "Kickoff* meeting For publishing the notice or publication
will invite all to participate in | attached hereto on the above
the planning process. Please stoted dates . s 12,90

contact TCRPC at 717-234-
2639 for additional informa-
tion.

Probatingsome . .. .... ... .. . % Z'BO

2-6-1t

* UPPER DAUPHIN SENTINEL

For publishing the notice or publxccnon gnoched
hereto on the obove stated dates
Probating same - s 2.50

¢ 15,40

Total

RECEIPT FOR ADVERTISING COSTS

The Upper Dauphin Sentinel, a periodical of general circulation, hereby acknowledges receipt of the oforesaid notice and publication costs ond
certifies that the saome have been duly poid.




MEETING NOTICE

ALL ARE INVITED TO ATTEND!

The Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (TCRPC) is holding a meeting at
the Millersburg High School, Room 118 on Wednesday, February 28, 1996, 7:00
p-m.

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources has awarded a grant to the
DCRPC for the conservation of the Susquehanna River Corridor. All municipal
officials, interested groups, or citizens are urged to attend. This project "KICK-
OFF" meeting will invite all to participate in the planning process. Please contact
TCRPC at 717-234-2639 for additional information.
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SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN

WORKSHOP DISCUSSION
. Introductions
. Develop a round table of discussion
Topics:

1 Issues of concern and their impacts

2. Discuss how to prioritize them

3 Develop a project list and start descriptions
I need: detail of project discription and location and
significance of the project in terms of River Conservation,
economic value and community need.

4. Set up meeting dates with project contact persons for site
view and photo opportunity.



MEETING MINUTES
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN
February 28, 1996

Meeting Began: 6:45 P.M.
Attendees: Christina E. Fackler, TCRPC
' James Szymborski, TCRPC

Jeff Enders, Halifax Borough
Jim Bullock, Millersburg Borough
John Orr, DCCD
Frank H. Felbaum, Ned Smith Center
Louise Jame, Upper Dauphin Sentinel

Fackler, TCRPC, gave an extensive overview of the PA River's Conservation
Program and it's 9-step process to foliow. She also identified eligible
projects, the program’s time frame and corridor development.

Some of the initial project suggestions are:

> Halifax Borough - boat access area and river shoreline clean-up

> Millersburg Borough - Ferry boat landing improvements, park
expansion and stabilization, boat access, park connection and
enhancement program

> Dauphin County Conservation District - Water quality monitoring
program to be associated with watershed management studies.

> Ned Smith Center - hiking, biking, rails to trails, greenbeit from Myo
Park to the Ned Smith Center along the Wiconisco Creek.
Streambank stabilization.

> Tall Timbers Trail development, identify historic structures along the
canal, canal restoration, bring water back to the canal for recreation
purposes.

> Establish private sector groups within the corridor for economic
development.

> Island tourism development for nature observation and camping.

Additional contacts were noted:

Scott Weidensaul

Paula Young- Millersburg Chamber of Commerce and Ferry Boat Association
Millersburg Boat Association

Calvin Teats, Millersburg Cun & Conservation Club

Bob Lolly, Halifax Regional Park Authority

Meeting Closed at 8:30 P.M.



Upper Dauphin Sentinel
Fax: 692-2420
Attn: Legal Notice Section

Please Publish as soon as possible and send the proof-of-publication at your earliest convience.

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

The Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (TCRPC) will be holding an informal workshop
for interested persons, non-profit groups or agencies, and local officials who have an interest in
preserving the coastal areas of the Susquehanna River. Please be willing to involve yourself in
group discussions concerning: preservation issues, area concerns and project development. All
ideas are welcome where as citizen participation is a must!

The meeting will be held in the Council Meeting Room of theHalifax Borough Building located
on 2nd and Armstrong Streets in Halifax Borough on June 6 at 9:00AM. Please contact Tina at
the TCRPC office at 717.234.2639 for additional information.



PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

The Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (TCRPC) will be holding an informal workshop
for interested persons, non-profit groups or agencies, and local officials who have an interest in
preserving the coastal areas of the Susquehanna River. Please be willing to involve yourself in
group discussions concerning: preservation issues, area concerns and project development. All
ideas are welcome where as citizen participation is a must!

The meeting will be held in the Council Meeting Room of theHalifax Borough Building located
on 2nd and Armstrong Streets in Halifax Borough on June 6 at 9:00AM. Please contact Tina at
the TCRPC office at 717.234.2639 for additional information.
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION of Notice in Upper Dauphin Sentinel

510 UNION STREET, MILLERSBURG, PA.
(Under Act. No. 587. Approved May 16, 1929, P.L. 1784 As Amended)

State of Pennsylvania
County of Dauphin

$S:

I_{ocher Enterprises, Inc. . The owner of the Upper Douphin Sentinel, of the County and State
af_orescnd, being duly sworn and according to law, deposes and soys that the Upper Dauphin Sentinel, published in the Borough of
Ml.llersburg, County and State aforesaid, was established in the month of June, 1884, ond since that dote has been regulorly issued in
said County, and that the printed notice or publication attached hereto is exactly the same as was printed and published in the regular
editions and issues of the said Upper Dauphin Sentinel on the following dates, viz: :

May 14, 1096.

Affiant further deposes that he is the owner of the Upper Dauphin Sentinel, a periodicat of general circulation, to verify the foregoing
statement under. oath, and that neither the affiant nor the Upper Douphin Sentinel is interested in the subject matter of the aforesoid
notice or advertisement, and that all allegations in the foregoing statement as to time, place and character of publication are true.

e ——— / ' .
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and project development. All Statement of Advertising Costs:
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The mgetingpwill be held in attached hereto on the above
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the Council Meeting Room of stateddates . ... ....... ... .. s 16.65
the Halifax Borough Building : Probotingsame .. ...... ... ... $__2.50
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ough on June 6, at 9:00 a.m. To UPPER D
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B o a1 T17:254. AUPHIN SENTINEL
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262 For publishing the notice or publication attached
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Total . s19.15

5-14-1t

RECEIPT FOR ADVERTISING COSTS

Tbg Upper Dauphin Sentinel, a periodical of general circulotion, hereby acknowledges receipt of the oforesaid notice and publication costs and
certifies that the same have been duly paid.
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tures. No real estate. Make
offer. 692-3708.

4-23-4t

DIGITAL SATELLITE TV.
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ties and cases, we will be
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3-7-2p

Personals

CHRISTIAN S'\\iLES
CLUB. Thousands ~ mem-
bers. FREE memtership.
$25 value. Call 1-8:v-399-
1994,

1-14-3p
e e e et
GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE.
Mothers needed t carry
infartile couples' embryos
from pregnancy through birth.
Compensation. For more
information: 610-834-1140
ext. 343.

5-14-1txp

DIABETICS! DID YOU
KNOW Medicare covers dia-
betic supplies? Take advan-
tage of your Medicare bene-
tits. Call Liberty Madical
Supply. No HMOs.
Satisfaction guaranteed. 1-
800-762-8026, mention 2038

5-14-1xXp
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Lost & Found

1 nnt 2 Thiind AHa

AL qudnliles are more or
less.

Proposals must be on forms
fumnished by the Township.
Bid must be accompanied by
certified check or bid bond in
the amount of 10%. All mate-
rials must be in compliance
with PennDOT Regulations.
All truck drivers must be in
CDL compliance. Application
with rubber tire roller.

BIDS MUST BE RECEIVED
BY 3:00 P.M. MAY 23, 1996
at 1652 Powells Valley Road,

Halifax PA or mailed to:-

Wayne Township, PO Box E,
Halifax PA 17032,

All proposals will be opened

at approximately 7:45 p.m. on

May 23, 1996 at the Wayne

Township Community Build-
ing.

The Township reserves the

right to reject any and all
bids.

Shirley B. Radel,

Sec.

Wayne Township

Dauphin County

- 5-7-2t

)( PUBLIC MEETING
NOTICE

The Tri-County Regional
Planning Commission
(TCRPC) wilt be holding an
informal workshop for inter-
ested persons, non-profit
groups or agencies, and local
officials who have an interest
in presaerving the coastal
areas of the Susquehanna
River. Please ba willing to
involve yourself in group dis-
cussions conceming: preser-
vation issues, area concemns
and project development. All
ideas are welcome where as
citizen participation is a must!
The mesting will be held in
the Council Mesting Room of
the Halifax Borough Building
located on 2nd and Arm-
strong Streets in Halifax Bor-
ough on June 6, at 9:00 a.m.
Please contact Tina at the
TCRPC office at 717-234-
2639 for-additional informa-
tion.

5-14-1t

A

Bloomsburg PA 17815
William Clair Neagley
R.R.#2 Box 257
Elliotsburg PA 17029
Alma C. Gair
198 Senator Drive
Millersburg PA 17061,
CoExecutors
Or to:
Ear Richard Etzweiler, Esq.
105 N. Front Street
Harrisburg PA 17101
(717) 234-5600
5-7-3t

ESTATE NOTICE
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY
in the Estate of SARAH |,
URICH, ak/a SARAH IRENE
URICH, late of Halifax Town-
ship, County of Dauphin and
Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, deceased, having
been granted to the under-
signed, all persons indebted
to said Estate are requested
to make immediate payment,
and those having claims to
present the same without

delay to:
Karen Sue McCormick
Executrix
264 Rutter Road
Halifax, PA 17032
Or To:

Terrence J. Kerwin, Esq.

Kerwin & Kerwin

RRO1 Box 566

East Main Street

Elizabethville, PA 17023
5-14-3t

More Classifieds ~ Next Page

LOTS FOR RENT
New Section
Open For Mobile
Homes In
Strohecker
Mobile Home

Park. ***
Call 896-8402
After 5:00 P.M. -

ESTATE NOTICE
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY
in the Estate of RAY E.
HARTMAN, late of the Town-
ship of Lykens, County of
Dauphin and Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania, deceased,
having been grantad to the
undersigned, all persons
indebted to said Estate are
requested to make immediate
payment, and those having
claims to present the same
without delay to:

'Eddie A. Hartman, Executor
PO Box 51

Gratz PA 17030

Richard R. Hartman,

Executor
[+ 1ol ~ PRVER N |

Did The Bank Say No?
Do You Need Money To:
*Pay bills, taxes, liens, etc.?
*Make needed home repairs?
sHome purchases -
house/mobile/modular

We Make Loans Happen

S/E and investors welcome
Real estate loans s7¢
- All credit considered

Upstate Capital 1-800-545-5772
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Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
June 6, 1996
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MEETING MINUTES
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN
JUNE 6, 1996

Meeting Began: 9:15 A.M.
Attendees: Christina E. Fackler, TCRPC
James Szymborski, TCRPC
Jeff Enders, Halifax Borough
Charles Robbins, Millersburg
Jim Bullock, Millersburg Borough
Paula Young, Millersburg Chamber of Commerce and Ferry Boat
AssoC.
Brook Lenker, Alliance for Chesapeake Bay
Bob Christoff, DCCD
John Orr, DCCD
Diane Hassinger, Ned Smith Center
Gil Hirshel, SRBC
Lewis Butts, PHMC

Fackler gave a brief overview of the project intent, purpose, goals, eligible
projects. Critical issues and concerns were addressed (see attached
handout). Fackler addressed each meeting attendee what reasons brought
them to the meeting and a brief description of his or her group or
organization’s potential project.

Paula Young, with the Millersburg Chamber of Commerce and Millersburg
Ferry Boat Assoction addressed the Millersburg Ferry needs. Potential
projects include:

> New retaining wall for the ferry boat landing

> New ferry boat dock

> Ferry boat improvements
Ms. Young also gave Fackler a contact name (Doug McKeeby, Chair, Ferry
Boat Association) for exact project details.

Mr. Bullock, Millersburg Borough Council, discussed potential projects
which included:

> improvements to the Myo Park and Riverfront Park.

> Start a Park Beatification Program to step-by-step
rehabilitate and enhance the park system.

> Correct stormwater runoff and problem areas.

> Resolve the silt build up problems just south of the
mouth of the Wiconisco Creek.



> Rehabilitate the coal barge landing.

Diane Hassinger, Ned Smith Nature Center, wants to connect the County
Park to the River Front Park by proposing a trail (potential greenway) along
the Wiconisco Creek. The center discussed a proposal to do more water
quality studies and initiate stream bank protection projects and
eduacation.

Charlie Robbins, a resident of Millersburg area, has independently broke
ground for his “Tall Timbers Trail” just south of the Wiconisco Creek along
the old Union Canal bed. He has been clearing the trail for the past twenty
years and would like assistance in finishing the trail. His ultimate goal is to
connect the River Front Park in Millersburg with his “Tall Timbers Trail” and
would like to enhance the trail by doing more clearing and eventually
bring water back into the canal for fishing and other passive recreation
and aesthetic reasons. He also is concerned about the trail being handicap
accessible and access to the Susquehanna River.

Jeff Enders of Halifax Borough Ccouncil noted that the ownership of the
property abuting the river is owned by the Borough. Council would like to
initiate river enhancement projects such as riverfront clean-up, new boat
landings and better public access.

Brook Lenker of the Alliance of the Chesepeake Bay, Rivers Coordinator, is
involved with ecotourism recreation and woulid like to discuss the
possibility of creating a Island Trail including the islands within the study
corridor. The project's idea is to allow interested individuals to canoe or
boat from isiand to island for the purpose of sightseeing, picnicing and or
camping. His group is going to preliminarily map potential islands within
the corridor and discuss ideas for camping facilites and corridorset-up.
The main goal of the trail is to incorporate this recreation in the State’s
Recreation Plan and well as the Dauphin County Recreation and Open Space
Plan. Lenker also noted that most of the islands are already publically
owned by the PA Came Commission.

Other projects discussed were: Develop and plan additional public access
points along the Susquehanna River; initiate a greenway study from Halifax
to Millersburg: water quality water monitoring stations along the River;
habitat restoration, and buffer creation.

Meeting adjorned 11:00 A.M.



Appointments Made:

Tuesday 11, 9:00AM meet with Jeff Enders to visit Borough property and
Haldman island

Thursday 13, 9:00 AM meet with Mr. Robbins to walk his trail and discuss his
potential project.

Call Millersburg, Jim Bullock to schedule appoint to visit site and discuss
projects. Ask: where stormwater problems are
Ferry boat area improvements
Park improvements
Beautification program (what to include within it)
Areas of silt build-up

Call Lenker for specific project details ask if addition key people could be
invited.

Contact Upper Paxton and Halifax Township if they would like to schedule
some time with me to discuss problem areas, concerns and potential
solutions and projects

Contact Ned Smith's, Felbaum to discuss the overall connection to their
mission.



Upper Dauphin Sentinel
Fax: 692-2420
Attn: Legal Notice Section

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

The Tri-County Regional Planning Commission staff (TCRPC) will be holding a public meeting
for all interested persons, non-profit groups or agencies, and local officials who have concerns
about river preservation along the coastal areas of the Susquehanna River. The meeting will be
held in the Council Meeting Room of the Millersburg Borough Municipal Building located on
101 West Street, just off the square on February 6 at 10:00 A.M.

A preliminary Findings Report revealing resource data, issues and concerns, and project
information was distributed to parties of interest and each municipal governing board in the river
corridor who participated. New interest groups and or municipal projects are welcome to
contribute to the planning process - It’s not to late!

There will be a small presentation by the TCRPC staff of the projects and report findings and a
informational slide show exhibit. R.S.V.P. by mail or phone as soon as possible. Please contact
Tina at the TCRPC office at 717.234.2639 for additional project and or meeting information.
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Meeting Minutes
February 6, 1997
Meeting Began: 10:00A.M.

Attendees: Christina E. Fackler, TCRPC
Jim Bullock, Millersburg Borough
John Orr, DCCD
Ed Chubb, Dauphin County Parks and Recreation
Ken Masser, Halifax Township Planning Commission
Charles Funk, Halifax Township Planning Commission
Darla B. Graff, Millersburg Borough Council
Gil Herschel, Susquehanna River Basin Commission
Brook Lenker, Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay

Fackler, TCRPC, gave a status update on the project and the Preliminary Findings
Report. The report was distributed for evaluation and comment. An issues and
recommendations matrix worksheet was given to each of the meeting attendees.

Fackler asked Halifax Township how their proposed project could be improved
upon.Charlie Funk, Halifax Township Planning Commission, discussed the
acquisition project be broken down into several planning phases. The first step or
phase was to acquire the properties on the north and south sides of the Armstrong
Creek. The location of the properties are at the mouth of the Creek along the
Susquehanna River. The second step would involve the development of a park
plan. Mr. Funk noted the plan should include a riverside trail and public access and
the restoration of a lime kiln furnace located on one of the properties. The third
step would be implementation of the park plan elements.

Jim Bullock, of Millersburg, identified the restoration of the Canal walls and the
stabilization of the Wiconisco Creek banks to decrease existing and future silt build-
up problems. Mr. Bullock also commented on the lack of funding for such projects
and the need for park maintenance and partnerships. Ed Chubb mentioned the
available volunteer efforts, and funding opportunities of state and local
organizations such as the county prison Conservation Works Program, Central
Pennsylvania Conservancy funding, Central Pennsylvania Conservation Corps,
Dauphin County Challenge Grants, and the Bureau of Forestry who could help
provide trees for parks and riparian buffer development projects.

Brook Lenker, Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay (ACB), gave comments on the
Preliminary Findings Report. ACB would like to institute demonstration sites for
Riparian Buffer development projects for lands owned by municipalities or
conservation groups. Lenker wanted this to be included in the plan as potential
implementation project(s). Lenker also recapped the Island Water Trail project. The
trail project will involve island designation, information and educational sinage, use



guidelines, trail association development, and management options. Lenker notes
one management option could be “adopt an Island” where a municipality or
conservation group would adopt and maintain an island. The largest obstacle of
the project is undeeded islands issues. ACB stressed the project’s recreational and
economic benefits.

Fackler asked if there were any issues the meeting attendees would like to add.
Railroad abandonment for the rail line traversing the corridor. Charlie Funk of
Halifax Township mentioned this line as a possible candidate for abandonment.
Halifax Township is interested in purchasing that easement if the abandonment
became a reality.

Fackler introduced the idea of a corridor conservation committee to look at specific
regional issues such as:

®Parks and recreation planning

ePublic access

eEconomic development

®Railroad r-o-w easement purchase

® Agricultural and open space conservation planning

Fackler discussed the steps necessary to complete the conservation plan. A final
draft Susquehanna River Conservation Plan would be completed and distributed.
Each municipality would be given 30-40 day review period. A workshop will be
held to discuss any changes or amendments. A final Public Hearing will be held
and a transcript of the meeting will be prepared.

Meeting adjourned: 12:00P.M.
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SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN

PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA
I Preliminary Findings Report
° Give a brief overview of the report’s five (5) sections
] Discuss issues and concerns
° Review project proposals
° Review the preliminary alternative management matrix
IL Rate Issues and Concerns
o Choose the top five (5) issues
o Rate the top five (5) issues

II1. Project Prioritization

° Relate priority issues to project proposals
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Upper Dauphin Sentinel
Fax: 692-2420
Attn: Legal Notice Section

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

The Tri-County Regional Planning Commission staff (TCRPC) will be holding a public meeting
for all interested persons, non-profit groups or agencies, and local officials who have concerns
about river preservation along the coastal areas of the Susquehanna River. The meeting will be
held in the Halifax Township Building located on 214 North River Road, adjacent to Wilets on
September 18, 7:00 P.M.

The draft plan will be presented to the public through a slide show presentation followed by
open discussions. Project information was distributed to parties of interest and each municipal
governing board in the river corridor. New interest groups and or municipal projects are
welcome to contribute to the planning process - It’s not to late!

R.S.V.P. by mail or phone as soon as possible. Please contact Tina at the TCRPC office at
717.234.2639 for additional project and or meeting information.
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Millersburg, County and State aforesaid, was established in the month of June, 1884, and since that date has been regularly issued in
said County, and that the printed notice or publication attached hereto is exactly the same as was printed ond published in the regulor
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August 19, 1997.

Affiant further deposes that he is the owner of the Upper Douphin Sentinel, a periodical of general circulation, to verify the foregoing
statement under oath, and that neither the offiant nor the Upper Dauphin Sentinel is interested in the subject matter of the aforesaid
notice or advertisement, and that all allegations in the foregoing statement as to time, place and character of publication are trye.
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Planning Commission staff
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"Tri-County commission
to hold public meetin

HALIFAX - The Tri-County
Regional Planning Commis-
sion staff (TCRPC) will hold a
public meeting for all interest-
ed people, non-profit groups or
agencies and local officials
who have concerns about Tiver
preservation along the coastal
areas of the Susquehanna
River.

The meeting will be held in
the Halifax Twp. Building
located at 214 N. River Road,
adjacent to Willits Thursday,
Sept. 18 at 7 p.m.

The draft plan will be pre-

3
slide show Presentation fol-
lowed by open discussions.
Project information was dis-
tributed to parties of interest
and each municipal and gov-
erning boards in the river cor-
ridor. New interest groups and
projects still are welcome in
the planning process.

People who are interested
are urged to RSVP by mail or
phone as soon as possible.
Contact Tina at the TCRPC
office at 234-2639 for addition-
al project and/or meeting
information.

sented to the public through a
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PUBLIC MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN

The Tri-County Regional Planning Commission staff (TCRPC) will be holding a public meeting
for all interested persons, non-profit groups or agencies, and local officials who have concerns
about river preservation along the coastal areas of the Susquehanna River. The meeting will be
held in the Halifax Township Building located on 214 North River Road, adjacent to Wilets on
September 18, 1997, 7:00 p.m.

The draft plan will be presented to the public through a slide show presentation followed by
open discussions. Project information was distributed to parties of interest and each municipal
governing board in the river corridor. New interest groups and/or municipal projects are
welcome to contribute to the planning process - It’s not to late!

R.S.V.P. by mail or phone as soon as possible. Please contact Tina Fackler at the Tri-County

Regional Planning Commission office at 717-234-2639 for additional project and/or meeting
information.
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MEETING MINUTES
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN
SEPTEMBER 18, 1997

Meeting Began: 7:00 p.m.

Attendees: Eugene Tobias
Charles Robbins
Gil Hirschel
Pat Devlin
John Orr
Tom Laurer
Charles Funk
Larry Kaufman
Jim Bullock
Darla Graff

An overall explanation of the program and its planning process was discussed and
shown through a slide presentation.

The slide presentation included:

. Project issues and concerns
. Possible projects
. Matrix of the types of projects, solutions and potential funding sources

An Alternative Management Options Matrix was distributed and discussed.
The meeting became open to questions and/or changes to the plan.
Specific changes to the plan were:

. Meeting minutes of June 6" change. The Millersburg Ferry Association
has reservations concerning the language associated with the Millersburg
Ferry proposed projects. The section of the minutes discussing a new
retaining wall should be deleted. The State Historic Preservation Office
may have concerns if the boat or landing area changes. Portions of the
text should also be changed in page 3-3 and 5-4. The retaining wall issue
remained a topic of concern. Charles Robbins and Jim Bullock gave
suggestions on future retaining wall solutions. Tina Fackler (TCRPC)
noted the Army Corps of Engineers should be notified of any proposals.

. Charlie Funk and Larry Kaufman of the Halifax Township Planning
Commission expressed their concerns over property acquisition and/or
easement purchase. Problems to overcome are: private property issues;
wetland disturbance; and rail line abandonment.



Project Fundability.

Meeting attendees addressed the issue of future funding sources. Monies for
ordinance adjustment, easement and/or land acquisition. Tina Fackler noted the Rivers
Conservation Plan would always be a source of funding as long as the project is
included in the plan.

Millersburg Ferry Boat Association noted their interest.

Tina Fackler asked if there were any further questions. The time schedule for plan
submission was tentatively set for December or January. It was noted that Tina Fackler
will answer questions or comments personally or they can be sent or faxed to the Tri-
County Planning Commission Office.

Meeting adjourned: 8:20 p.m.
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NOTICE

Public Hearing set for

Susquehanna River

Conservation Plan
The Tri-County -Regional
Planning Commissicn has
completed the final craft of
the Susquehanna River Con-
servation Plan and will be
holding a Public Hearing at
the Millersburg Borough
Building on 101 West Street
at 7:00 p.m. January 27,
1998. A brief discussion of
the plan and a slide presenta-
tion will take place at the
meeting.

Please take time to ccme to
the meeting and support your
municipality or group in the
development of future con-
servation and recreaticn pro-
jects. The public heanng will
be the last chance to discuss
any final concerns and
changes to the plan you may
have.
A few of the projects pro-
posed in the plan include:

+ Regional; Intermunicipal
and Local Planning

« Halifax Borough Rivertront
Park Plan

* Millersburg Borough Park
Beautification Plan

» Millersburg Ferry Boat-
Landing access design and
construction.

e Coal Barge Removal in
Millersburg
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1/277/98

PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA

What is the plan about?

Give slide presentation
Discus project potentials and management options
Open meeting to a formal comment period

Where do we go from here?

After final comments are given, considered and incorporated - January - the project will move
into step 8. Resolutions of Support.

Step 9 requires Tri-County Planning Commission to formally submit to DCNR with the petition
for inclusion into the PA River’s Conservation Registry.

When can municipalities and or groups apply for grant monies?

The petition review process may take several months - March through May. However if a
municipality feels they are able to prepare a proper grant application and secure 50% of the
funding DCNR is willing is accept project submissions in August. The grant round begins in
August and closes in November.

What are submission requirements?

DCNR requires every application to include a resolution of project support from that
municipality or non-profit group. Each application takes approximately 3 months to prepare.
The grant will be awarded in March (approximate date). One million dollars is earmarked for
1998's grant round and there is no maximum amount set per application requirement. A
municipality may apply for one planning grant and one acquisition or development grant during
one grant round.
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PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN

Please mark your calanders to attend the Public Hearing for the Susquehanna
River Conservation Plan. The meeting will be held at the Millersburg Borough
Municipal Building on 101 West Street at 7:00 p.m. on January the 27th.

A brief discussion of the plan and a slide presentation will take place. A public
statement period will be held to allow for final public input.

Please take the time to come and support your municipality and or group in the
finalization of the Plan and to formally prepare a submission to the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources.
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TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING

Verbatim transcript of public
hearing held at 101 West Street,
Millersburg, Pennsylvania, on
Tuesday,

January 27, 1998
7:07 p.m.

* k%

PRESENTED BY: CHRISTINA E. FACKLER, Planner III
ATTENDANCE :

John Orr, Dauphin County Conservation District

Durward Miller, Halifax

Charles Funk, Halifax

Mark L. Hoffman, Millersburg

Louise James, Sentinel, Millersburg

Ed Chubb, Dauphin County Parks & Recreation

Gil Hirschel, Susqgquehanna River Basin Commission

Beth Allen, Operations Manager, Millersburg Ferry Boat
Association

Darla B. Groff, Millersburg

Jeff Enders, Halifax Borough

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE
8150 Derry Street, Suite C
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17110
Phone: (717) 561-0503
Fax: (717) 561-0537

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA

What is the plan about?
Give gslide presentation
Discuss project potentials and
management options
Open meeting to a formal comment period

Where do we go from here?

When can municipalities and/or groups
apply for grant monies

What are submission requirements:

Closing Comments and Questions
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MS. FACKLER: I am going to call this
meeting to order so we can get to see if there’s any
last concerns that we have of the project, and open it
up for formal public comment, and then I would like to
go from there as far as where do we go from here, the
steps that are lastly involved, and have final rap up
of the meeting.

Tonight’s our public hearing. This is the
last phase of what we need to do with this project.

The project started probably in March of
96. I held it up a little bit because I had a baby,
but just a little bit, and so this is the last phase,
and the whole project deals with conservation of the
Susquehanna River, and we chose this stretch of the
Susgquehanna River because of the fact that development
and local ordinances -- there really wasn’t that
pressure -- that development pressure like there 1is
and was down the southern links within Dauphin County
cf the Susgquehanna River.

So the Dauphin County Commissioners thought
this would with be a good idea to set in place a plan
for those municipalities if they want to apply for
future funding for conservation measures for the river
area, that this funding would be available to them in

future vyears.

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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So while I was putting the project together,
I thought it would be really nice to present
everything in a slide show because sometimes pictures
say a lot more so than words do, and there is a
planning process I had to go though to met DCNR'’s
basic standards to put this plan together. So some of
it is formal, but some of it is informal when it deals
with the actual project work that may come out of this
plan.

And so I will sort of just go into the slide
show, and really if you have any time that you want to
stop me or tell me anything or discuss anything, you
may do that, but with the public hearing process,
after the slide show is over, I would like to formally
open it up for public comment, and then if you are
going to make any comments about the plan, any
amendments or things you would like to add to the
plan, please state your name for the record because
all this transcript has to put as part of the
document.

Soc when I‘first started on the plan, I
thought it would be really nice to go out and actually
see the river. I had never actually been on a boat or
even on the river before, so it was interesting for me

to have a project like this not knowing much about the

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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Susquehanna River.

(New slide.)

So within DCNR’s Rivers Conservation Program
there is a planning process I had to go through, and
when we first began, I put together the basic purpose
of the whole project, its objectives, and the type of
eligible projects within the scope of this grant --
this particular grant program.

And the basic purpose at first was to
cordinate a study group or team, which I did, identify
the significant natural and cultural features of the
area, the impacts of development -- existing
development that has occurred to recommended policies
and actions for conservation and restoring and
enhancing the river, and develop a conservation plan.

The basic objective to this plan is to get
this particular plan on the River Conservation
Registry to open this up for future funding for local
municipalities or we have a nonprofit agency who is
also involved within this plan to apply for grants and
get projects completed.

And this plan is a project oriented plan,
which is unique of DCNR’s new objective in that not
everything is a planning document that may sit on the

shelf. This is one that is geared towards project

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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completion. Project initiation and completion I
should savy.

So a lot of projects came out during the
planning process, and these are the types of projects
that were eligible, stream improvements, public access
projects, flood limitation, green way development,
ordinance development, anything dealing with
recreational development, clean up projects, water
guality monitoring, and any type of easement
purchasing.

(New slide.)

And within this planning process there 1is a

9 step -- what DCNR has this 9 step planning process,
and right now we are on No. 7. We are holding a
public hearing. We will record all the testimony and

everything that comes up night, and what I will do
after that is I will put together all the comments and
concerns, put them all together, and decide if they
were enough to initiate another meeting. If not, I
will incorporate those into the plan as much as I can,
and then we will formally submit it to DCNR.

With that formal submission requires
resolutions from various municipalities to support the
project being delivered over to DCNR, and then I will

also put together this rivers conservation petition to

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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be put on the registry.

(New glide.)

So when I first began the project, I had to
designate -- you know, I had this corridor, I had this
stretch from Upper Paxton Township down to Reed
Township, and I had to discover what’s the most
important parts of the corridor. I didn’t think it
was fair to actually designate a corridor say fifty
feet in or a hundred feet in from the river’s edge, so
I took a look at all the significant features dealing
with hydric features, and the other environmental
features that I thought were pertinent to the area.

So I looked at wetlands, I looked a flood plane areas
and hydric soils.

It’s kind of hard with this map, but I did
-- I have mapping up here, and I did send out copies
to individual persons or municipalities for them to
look at a little better. This is the only slide that
really it didn’t come out on.

And then I overlaid that with other
important things like woodlands, soils that weren'’t
suitable for homes, state game lands, and slopes of
fifty percent or more. So when I did that overlay, it
sort of generated a corridor, and that’s basically how

I came up with it, with an Atlas GIS system that we

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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have in our office.

(New slide.)

And these are some of the issues and
concerns that came up, flood plane development, water
gquality, erosion, and storm water run off, and the
list goes on, and the concerns we had with each one of
those. You know, what was the problem with recreation
that in some areas there was a lack of recreation or a
formal development of any committees to do such
things.

(New slide.)

These are also in the plans that I sent to
the municipalities and interested persons in the
public who asked for a copy of the document. These
are also in there.

(New slide.)

So then we got into some project work. We
look here at Millersburg Borough, possibly -- and I
kind of named -- I gave the project a name because I

thought it looked better going into DCNR that, 1f we
are going to a plan, that I thought when I was talking
to Bullock, Jim Bullock, he had said some years ago
that they had talked about putting a parks
beautification plan in, so I just went along with

that, and just kept naming it that.

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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And that it was that plan -- say Millersburg
recreation department wants to -- decides to put
together this plan because they want to see all the
projects that might come out of it. Even though I
don’t have an idea of what some of those projects may
be, DCNR has the idea within this plan, that it's
written in there, that they want to put this park plan
together, and they want to do implementation of these
project in years to come. So this allows then for
that possible fifty percent funding that they might
need or be looking for in the future. Do more
recreation for this area.

(New slide.)

And that may involve, you know, possibly the
development of a trail, something that is more
feasible for people to walk on, as well as possibly
being handicapped accessible.

(New slide.)

Here’s just some other photos.

(New slide.)

A big project throughout all the
municipalities that were public assess, having better
public access because, as you know, the only formal
one really is one in Halifax Township.

(New slide.)

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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And I think that kind of project would
really require some type of interest group or local
municipalities gathering a couple of people together
and really discussing public access, where those
access points would go, and what all would be going
into development of the public access point.

There'’'s some areas along the borough here
where things collect that I think clean up might be a
good idea, and some way of stopping other types of
things from collecting in those areas.

(New slide.)

I would 1like to have a look at that as far
as maybe the potential in the future i1f the park plan
came up with possibly boat slips or something like
that, they wouldn’t have continuous line ups of boats

or 1if that’s a problem with the borough, I don’t

know.

(New slide.)

Some stream bank stabilization. As you
know, there’s a swinging bridge in now. There wasn’t

when I took this photo. The walls of the Wiconsico
Creek continuously year after year erode at the mouth
of the Wiconsico and into the Susquehanna. And
there’'s efforts every year to build backup those

walls, but I think some continued efforts as far as

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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something more formalized might be able to help that
problem.

(New slide.)

Then I kind of just wanted to note some of
the erosion that’s taken place along some of the river
banks here.

(New slide.)

And this is kind of an old slide because
this happened right after the flood, and everything
was kind of I guess, you know, put okay with the park
again. But this is the MYO Park, and I guess if we
wanted to discuss any improvements to the MYO Park
tonight, anything else you maybe wanted to add to
that, we could possibly do that if maybe one had
discussed that at all.

(Two new slides.)

Then there’s the Millersburg ferry board
launch and the landing area. I know we spent some CBG
monies to fix up the ferry boat this year, and
hopefully that will continue by possibly putting in a
launch. That really would involve the --

MS. ALLEN: No. That won’t be this vyear.
That will have to be discussed.

MS. FACKLER: As far as?

MS. ALLEN: Any alterations made to the

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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launch or the launch site would have to be -- excuse
me . My name is Beth Allen. I'm the Operations
Manager for the Millersburg Ferry Boat Association.
MS. FACKLER: I would think anything you do
would have to go through a formal process.
MS. ALLEN: Well, not only that, but the
ferry has been turned into the register -- the

National Register nomination for the ferry boat.

MS. FACKLER: And the whole landing area,
right?

MS. ALLEN: And the whole landing area. In
January to the Ferry Boat Associations. So that
anything done will have to be within -- if we make the

registry, will have to be within the National
Register’s guidelines.

MS. FACKLER: Yes, I'm well aware of that,
and I think it’s good, but I think, if when the time
comes when you do want to formally do some more work
to the launch within the required limits that you
have --

MS. ALLEN: That it’s there.

MS. FACKLER: -- that the source of funding
is there for you, and I don’t want to eliminate it out
of the scope of this project.

MS. ALLEN: Okay.

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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MS. FACKLER: Do you understand that?
MS. ALLEN: Yes.
MS. FACKLER: Okay.

(New slide.)

And there’s just another picture of the
area.

(New Slide.)

There’s also a coal barge here that
Mr. Bullock had discussed that possibly it picks up
some debris, and possibly looking at that as a future
clean up project.

(New slide.)

And there’s also the toe path of the Tall
Timbers Trail as Mr. Robertson likes to call it, which
is a beautiful trail that’s unfinished. I think that
gentleman would like to see it finished, but it really
has to be the works of the recreation department and
the Council to make that a reality as far as what they
want to do with that trail, and how they want to
maintain it.

(New Slide.)

As you can see, the trail is just a
beautiful trail to walk through.

(Two new slides.)

And there’s an overlook from the trail.

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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(New Slide.)

And that used to be the canal -- well, that
is the canal, just not used.

(New slide.)

And that’s kind of where the trail ends.
There’s a lot of brush, and he’'s just too tired to
continue with it.

(New glide.)

And there’s kind of some areas where other
people have started to try to make the trail continue.

(New Slide.)

But it’s not safe for most of hikers to walk

on.

(New Slide.)

And that’s just a historical and cultural
remnant that’s located within that trail. I think it
used to be -- he talked about it, but I’'m not guite

sure as far as it’'s a coal type of thing, landing
thing. I'm not quite sure what it is.

MS. ALLEN: The coal came by rail from the
top, and then it was dumped.

MS. FACKLER: There was a spur -- a special
spur for that.

MS. ALLEN: There also limestone -- old

remnants of limestone.

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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MS. FACKLER: I think there’s that ashy
stuff all over the place tcoco from that. There’'s some
type of ash that lays around down there, and the
actual park actually kind of loops and comes back to
the MYO Park. So it’s a very feasible project to have
done to finish that trail off.

(Two slides. )

And there we are coming back to the park.

(New slide.)

And then we have some ideas for Halifax
Borough, and the River Front Park Plan possibly to put
in this plan.

(New slide.)

Maybe some park clean up projects.

(Three new slides.)

Possibly some type of trail or something for
residents to be able to use and see the river a little
bit more.

(New glide.)

Possibly have more seating areas or
something created, some time of meetings areas.

(New slide.)

That’s just a lookout from Halifax Borough.
They have got some really nice areas of the river to

look at from.

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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(New slide.)

Possibly a public access point somewhere in
the borough.

(Two new slides.)

And then we have a project that is supported
by the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay. They have
been -- had a grant already approved to do a section
from Halifax, from the boat launch down in Halifax
Township to go down to the island, and this is to
continue it the whole up through northern Dauphin
County.

So they would like to designate -- well, the
word isn’t designate any more -- 1t’s to formally put
together some mapping that would have some islands
that might be better for camping than other islands
would be. So they are kind of starting to put
together this task force. Would you call it a task
force?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: More like a planning
committee.

MS. FACKLER: A planning committee to get I
guess thoughts and feelings on this on what would be a
good ideas for this island, try and hash out some of
the existing problems that might be with the island

trail, but it’s a very feasible project that the state

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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and the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay would have to
work together with to come up with the best solutions
for this, but some of the views from the river -- it
was a very interestiﬁg idea and concept to come up
with this island trail.

(New slide.)

But these are some of the views where you
take your boat through the different islands, and it
is really beautiful.

(Four new slides.)

Sometimes the river at points got really
low. We had to kind of walk the canoe over certain
areas, but I guess that probably happens yearly as far
as some of the water getting really low in some parts
of the river.

(Three new slides.)

And this is a project, the Susguehanna
Riverside Green Way, that most municipalities involved
have all thought this could potentially -- this was
kind of a dream kind of project, but I still thought,
you know, we can include it in this, and if some
interest and spark ever came with it, that the county
would be there to market the project, possibly help
fund the project, and, to some degree, a percentage of

it.
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And I think it’s a good project that could
see headway even as far as dealing with some rail line
acquisitions of those trails, making them a rails to
trails kind of thing, and possibly relating that to
the river, spurring off, and buying limited areas
access as it may continue in the future. I don’'t
know, but --

(New slide.)

So I have some pictures of the river side of
Susguehanna. |

(New slide.)

I think down there is Reed Township that is
a sloped area. Sort of ends right in the middle of
Reed Township before that big slope area begins.

There isn’t really much area to have a trail.

(Four new slides.)

There’s Ed Chubb out there.

(New slide.)

This is a picture actually looking kind of
from land to water as far as where the trail could
possibly be, and what it would loock like as you were
hiking it. I sort of thought -- but, of course, a lot
of it is privately owned, and I only did it on lands
that, you know, municipalities own.

(Three new slides.)

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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And at the end of this the matrix now looks
a lot different from that, but when I was first
putting up this management options matrix, I wasn’t
quite sure of what DCNR wanted and time periods, and
within the plan it became a little more general
because municipalities -- I didn’t want to put a time
line as to what people wanted to do because I thought
that was too definite, so I totally took that out, but
as far as the types of projects that are discussed,
and possibly implementation recommendations are very
similar, and I have a plan up here if anyone actually
wants to see exactly what the matrix looks like now.

I think the matrix actually sums up all the
projects, and possible recommendations for what they
should do, and then I also have a separate column for
future funding sources.

And I would like after this is approved by
DCNR to make slides available for exactly what the
matrix looks like now.

(Two new slides.)

And that’s it with that.

So as for tonight, this is now a chance if
anyone wants to discuss any comments that they have
with the plan, any changes they would like to make,

they can stand up, say their name for the record, and

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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we will try to capture all those, and discuss them if
we need to tonight, and I would like to formally open
that up for any comments or questions that anyone
has.

We may not. We have rehashed this plan over
and over again, but this is the formal process I would
like.

MR. FUNK: Yes. My name is Charles Funk,
from Halifax Township Planning Commission.

A guestion I have the grant -- the 50
percent grant funding that would be available for
projects, could that be tied into something with the
conservation district as a grant for like repairing a
buffer or some such project if this ties into, you

know, the corridor that we are talking about?

MS. FACKLER: Yes. And I want to make it
clear too for the eligible -- 1like that funding, 50
percent would be available -- whatever that project

costs, would be available from DCNR. That. other 50

percent, however you may feel you can came up with

that. Like I know PP&L puts out grants for whatever.
You can use municipal funds. You could use -- there
could be -- we haven’'t yet, but the Commissioners want

to use like a municipal challenge grant I believe they

are calling them. So those funding in combination

CAPITAL CITY REPORTING SERVICE - 717-561-0503
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with DCNR’s may help the effort also. That that may
not just be -- it’s definitely not based municipally,
just they have to have only municipal funds to meet
that match. I think it could be a combination of

various funding sources.

MR. FUNK: Could I ask one other guestion?
MS. FACKLER: Sure.
MR. FUNK: When you say 50 percent funding,

you have a project approved for this funding, the
other 50 percent, does it have to be actual cash money
or can be added value in the form of somebody donates
supplies, somebody donates time?

MS. FACKLER: Yes, 1t can be.

MR. FUNK: So the grant is open to
interpretation, so when you apply you --

MS. FACKLER: You have to show that that
other 50 percent will be made up whether it be a
dollar value and, as you said, supplies. Whatever
that dollar amount of that amount would be for that,
you have to account for if anything voluntary was
coming about or even voluntary help if that -- a
dollar figure would somehow have to be matched with
that.

MR. FUNK: Right. And DCNR then would make

that make that distinction --
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MS. FACKLER: Right.

MR. FUNK: -- that that applies.

MS. FACKLER: Well, and the way they have
their application set up, it setup so here’s DCNR'’s
match, and where is yours coming from, and the lines
for all the different sources, whether they be
voluntary or actual cash.

And I kind of have a little thing talking
about like as far as how to apply for those funds
after this toco. I have some information for those
local municipalities wanting to do anything. I have
that kind of speech prepared for that. DCNR kind of

-- Cave got me up to speed on what I should be
telling everybody on the amount of monies that is
available, and when to apply, and all that kind of
thing.

Is there any gquestions about the plan
itself?

MS. ALLEN: My name is Beth Allen. I'm
Operations Manager of the Millersburg Ferry Boat
Association.

I have a guestion in that is this similar to
the type of -- like the Heritage Region Park corridors
that DCNR has been working within an overview? I'm

coming in on this late.
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MS. FACKLER: To this date, no.
MS. ALLEN: No.
MS. FACKLER: At this date. I think

eventually it could have an intermesh with it, but

right now for the fundability of the various projects
it’s not really connected to that program. It could
be because of all this project working in the future.

MS. ALLEN: -- tied to Heritage you -- some
of the projects within the local municipalities,
correct?

MS. FACKLER: Could you say that again?

MS. ALLEN: I don’t know how to say it.
Like the area of the river front park in Millersburg,
the Gun Conservation Club, some of the other areas
that form a more cultural landscape or a more -- that
are more of a historical factor, can they be expanded
on as well as all the green way and conservation?

MS. FACKLER: Yes, but I imagine -- what
they are doing is so privately bound as far as what
they are doing, it’s done with private dollars and
private initiatives that, if it was going to be opened
up into anything dealing with seed programs, they
would have to become more publically involved, and
work more --

MS. ALLEN: Okay. Sc if it was taking the
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Millersburg river front and how it integrated with the
community on an historical basis, and what was once
there, and opening that up to interpretation as far as
signage programs?

MS. FACKLER: Oh, ves. They would have to
really work with the municipality as far as become
more involved with the public because like what you
are thinking about it’s done privately, and that if
that was going to opened up publicly, I’'m sure they
would be available for, you know, other types of
funding, and other types of I guess initiatives as far
as planning-wise.

I guess that’s all I have to say on that. I
would have to really understand more of what you are
asking, but --

MS. ALLEN: I guess I'm not understanding
it. It’s kind of one of those -- I guess an example I
can give is say the Millersburg Ferry Boat Association
wanted to run some educational seminars that would
incorporate possibly people from the Fish and Boat
Commission, people from the historical society, people
from the Ned Smith group, that would happen as an
educational process to offer programs to schools.

MS. FACKLER: Right. Okay.

MS. ALLEN: Is that something that could be
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grant funded possibly through this program?

MS. FACKLER: Yes, right. And I have
discussed it in the matrix in the back as far as
recreational programs, and that, in itself, was one of
the top issues as far as future planning and
education.

So I’'m hoping that kind of part of it takes
off a little bit too, and I think the county can be
involved in that. I'm hoping that after this is done,
like I did for this project, I will probably go back
to the County Commissioners and market one of these
projects that the county can feasibility -- can
possibly do, that just to spur on -- because I know
there’s a couple of projects that are ready to go with
either local municipalities or say the Alliance for

the Chesapeake Bay, but I would like the county to

have an implementation part of this too. So I'm going
to market that next year. Go back again.
MS. ALLEN: Thank vyou. That'’'s basically

what I was --

MS. FACKLER: Okay.

MS. ALLEN: I'm coming into this very new,
and I’'m just still trying to figure out the scope
of --

MS. FACKLER: Actually it’s very plan and
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educationally based let alone the projects because
those two, in itself, are projects that hopefully will
come out of this plan.

Anything else?

Okay. Then I want to close that part of the
agenda.

And I noted in the slide show as far as
where I go from here. We have the resolution part to
go through and this petition that I will formally be
submitting it, and that probably looks like probably
at the end of February after I -- I received some
information from local groups, like the Game
Commission, that they would like to see. So I will
take a look at those comments and try to incorporate
any if I can.

And then I have a section on my handout
noted when can municipalities or groups apply for
grant monies? So today I was talking with my contact
person. He said basically the grant round I think for
the next couple of years will start in August and end
in November.

So you have August, September, October and
November, those four months to get your applications
together, and whoever is doing that, I mean the county

has been through this whole process, knows how the
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whole grant situation works, so definitely come back
to the county and we will help you. You can see
sample grants, what we have done, and if you need help
preparing them, and the whole process because you will
need a resolution that has been put in the paper as
far as what you are planning to do at that municipal
meeting that night or your agency. It has to Dbe
publicized in some way. A resolution signed, and that
goes along with your application into the state.

Okay. The grant round begins I said in
August ends in November, and then you will be notified
probably in the beginning of the year, and then by the
time you get all the contracts -- like there’s a
contact then that will go between your municipality or
your group and the state. That contract work only
takes another month. So he was basically saying like
March. So that’s the way it'’s going to happen for the
next couple of years as far as he knows. So you can
kind of count on those dates.

And then he talked about submission
requirements, that it takes approximately three months
to prepare this. Probably two months of just getting
all the data together, and then the formal municipal
project part and resolution will take another month.

He says for 1998 there’s -- how much did he
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say? I have it in here. -- that a million dollars
has been earmarked for this fund. So there’s some
money in it to be spent on projects. So I'm hoping to

get in on that too.

And you can also apply for two grants at the
same time. Like say you wanted to acguire some land,
and you wanted to develop it. You can apply for one
grant and another grant at the same time, but there’s

-- the program is setup into a planning portion, and
then it’s also setup into acguisition and development
portion, and that you can apply for one in each
category, but you can’t apply for like two planning or
two development. They will do one and the other, but
not both at the same time. Well, if you understood
what I said. So there you go. But that’s how the
whole process is going to work, and what to look
forward to 1f you are going to apply.

Is there any last comments or guestions
about the process?

And DCNR my contact person was Terry Hough.
That if there’s any DCNR comments, they can be
directed towards him, and I can get you that number if
you need it. I don’t have it offhand, but I think I
have it my daytime.

MR. FUNK: Again, Charlie Funk, Halifax
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Township. If in the process of looking for like a
green belt we get involved with private landowners,
okay, the scope of this would include education.

MS. FACKLER: We have lots of different
planning things can go into it.

THE WITNESS: Purchase of easements, what
about the actual adding of value to their private
property in an effort to like, just for example,
repairing a buffer? Would this grant finance as part
of the green way an organization like a municipality
or a nonprofit organization --

MR. FACKLER: Right. As long as it’'s --

MR. FUNK: -- actually going into someone’s
property, and saying for an agreement with this person
we will put in fifty foot repairing buffer along the
creek or the river, whatever it may be, at our
expense? Is that --

MS. FACKLER: It would have to be your
municipal -- it’s 1like 50 percent of that would have

to be municipal.

MR. FUNK: I understand that.
MS. FACKLER: As long as the monies weren't
coming from a private homeowner or something. It has

to be through a community initiative.

MR. FUNK: Well, it doesn’t matter that you
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are adding value to a private owner’s property with
that money?

MS. FACKLER: Oh, I wouldn’'t think because
I think this kind of thing will add value no matter
what we are doing with any of these projects, but most
of the time -- I’'m not guite sure about private land.
I would have to really ask on that, but if you are
planning on acquiring it for the green way, it would
have to be in that conditional --

MR. FUNK: Well, that wouldn’t happen
anyway unless you had an agreement for an easement.

MS. FACKLER: It would have to be a
conditional type of approval thing.

MR. FUNK: Conditional. They provide
access across the property, you would provide the
buffer.

MS. FACKLER: Right.

MR. FUNK: And the maintenance of whatever
trail or whatever green way you want to get, ves.

MS. FACKLER: Yes. I would make sure to
include that in this plan, repairing buffer, any types
of projects as long as they are municipally initiated
and funded that they are okay within this project
along most of the corridor.

Ed.
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MR. CHUBB: Ed Chubb with Dauphin County
Parks & Recreation Department.

I think another answer to your guestion
would be if, as long as you have a conserxrvation
easement with them, something that sets aside that
piece of ground where they continue to own it, but as
long as they promise never to do anything with that,
and that what work you do there will stay there in
perpetuity, I think that’'s -- the grant makes for
those kind of conditions or those kinds of
situations.

You know, that’s all a conservation easement
is, is basically the landowner keeps the land, but he
promises never to use it for anything other than
what’s designated in the easement, and that could be
for repairing a forest buffer, and if you just happen
to go in and enhance that buffer with things that you
are talking about, I think that’s all within the scope
of the program.

MS. FACKLER: Yes. I would imagine there
would be some type of -- I have never seen those
agreements, but it’s something I haven’t gotten into,
but I imagine that would all have to be spelled out
what was permitted and what isn’'t permitted within the

easement.
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Anything else?

Okavy. If anyone doesn’t have anything else
to say --

MS. ALLEN: I have a guestion.

MS. FACKLER: Go ahead.

MS. ALLEN: Where do you go when you decide

-- where do they go, who do they contact about the
grant process?

MS. FACKLER: The whole process. This
would will be their Rivers Conservation Program, and I
have some pamphlets on it in here, and this would the
Bureau of Recreation & Conservation. So I have some
pamphlets here to give to the people as far as the
whole program itself, and the departments have kind of
churned around since they have become DCNR, but this
program has kind of stayed the same, at least for the
past two years it has.

And this pamphlet here has all kinds of
information about the whole process, but you would see
somebody from the Department of Parks & Recreation,
and they will tell you all the different sources
because they do have different types of projects, and
different types of grant programs, and you have to
make sure that your project fits into the right

category because that to me in the beginning was a
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little confusing.

Any other questions about any other part of
the project?

Well, this was my last meeting with this.

So I'm hoping to send out resolutions with the project
probably mid -- hopefully in the next two weeksg or so,
sending those to your groups and municipalities, and
that will -- hopefully I'm going to ask that you put
that on the agenda of your meetings, and then you can
have -- you know, talk about it at your meetings, and
if everything looks okay, maybe you can sign it and
send it back into my office, and that way I can send
it off to DCNR with the river petition that I have to
put together and the plan, and that’'s kind of the last
link to this.

So it’s been kind of a -- a very existing
program because our office has never done one, and the
Dauphin County Conversation District will be getting
into it with the Wiconisco. So it is a little bit
lengthy, but if you can derive the right participation
in it, and the right types of projects, it will be a
really good project for you.

Is anyone else getting inVolved with river
conversation as far as have any applications in from

last year?
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(No response.)

Well, I guess that’s it. Thank you for
attending and coming out night.

(The meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m.)

I hereby certify that the proceedings and
evidence taken by me in the within matter are fully
and accurately indicated in my notes, and that this is
a true and correct transcript of same.

MaryJAnn stf11
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9 - Step Planning Process

1. Conduct a informational public meeting and assemble a Study Team

2. Collect Resource Data
Physical, Natural, Institututional and Cultural data

3. Analyze and evaluate collected data

4. Develop a Prliminary Findings Report and Management Options
Including: Issues chart w/ priority rating; develop a project listing w/ descriptions,
costs and financial commitments. (Workshop #2)

5. Draft Susquehanna River Conservation Plan
Including: Preliminary Findings Report, Management Options Report, Matrix of
current and future projects.

6. Finalize the Plan

7. Hold Public Hearing
Record all public testimony and comments

8. Submit Plan to affected Municipalities for review
Including: Resolutions of Support

9. Submit Plan to DCNR for Approval and for Inclusion in the PA River's Conservation
Registry



Public Hearing Set for
Susquehanna River Conservation Plan

The Tri-County Regional Planning Commission has completed the final draft of the
Susquehanna River Conservation Plan and will be holding a Public Hearing at the Millersburg
Borough Building on 101 West Street at 7:00 p.m., January 27, 1998. A brief discussion of the
plan and a slide presentation will take place at the meeting.

Please take time to come to the meeting and support your municipality or group in the
development of future conservation and recreation projects. The public hearing will be the last
chance to discuss any final concerns and changes to the plan you may have.

A few of the projects proposed in the plan include:

Regional, Intermunicipal and Local Planning

Halifax Borough Riverfront Park Plan

Millersburg Borough Park Beautification Plan

Millersburg Ferry Boat-Landing access design and construction

Coal Barge Removal in Millersburg

River Access Planning

Tall Timbers Trail “Canal Tow Path” completion design and maintenance
Streambank Stabilization

Halifax Township Park Land Acquisition and Park Design and construction activities
River Corridor Study Committee

River Access Study

Regional and/or Municipal Conservation Educational Planning

Riparian Buffer Development Study

Riverside Greenway Plan

Susquehanna River Island Water Trail

Please contact Tina Fackler at (717) 234-2639 for plan or meeting information.
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iSUSQUEHANNA°RIVER°CON$ER-VAT|ON-PLAN

| COMMUNITY PLANNING WORKSHOP

PLANNING PROCESS

PURPOSE
Coordinate a Study Team

§Identify any significant physical, natural, institutional and or cultural resourcesé
found in the Susquehanna River corridor area. :

Identify any threats or impacts of development.

' Recommend policies and actions to conserve, restore and enhance the river's.
‘value. :

. Develop a Conservation Plan

. OBJECTIVE
Receive Pennsylvania Rivers Conservation Registry Status

Apply for River Iimplementation Grants

'ELIGIBLE PROJECTS

' Stream Improvements/ Public Access Projects/ Flood Minimization Projects/
. Greenway Development/ Ordinance Development/ Recreation Development
-and Equipment/ Clean-Up Projects/ Water Quality Monitoring/ Purchase of
- Easements '
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COMMUNITY PLANNING WORKSHOP

'PLANNING PROCESS

_PURPOSE
 Coordinate a Study Team

gldentlfy any significant physical, natural, institutional and or cultural resources
@found in the Susquehanna River corridor area. -

Identify any threats or impacts of development.

iRecommend policies and actions to conserve, restore and enhance the rlver's
. value. |

. Develop a Conservation Plan

OBJECTIVE
Receive Pennsylvania Rivers Conservation Registry Status

Apply for River Implementation Grants

'ELIGIBLE PROJECTS

: Stream Improvements/ Public Access Projects/ Flood Minimization Projects/
@Greenway Development/ Ordinance Development/ Recreation Development:
-and Equipment/ Clean-Up Projects/ Water Quality Monitoring/ Purchase of
 Easements _
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CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT

DESCRIPTION

The Susquehanna River Conservation Plan Corridor was developed by using two primary
categories: Hydric Features and Significant Environmental Features for river conservation.
The two corridors overlap each other and will be eventually drawn as one depending on
the outcome of workshops and public input. Existing land use was also taken into account
during corridor delineation. The features of significance are as follows:

HYDRIC FEATURES

> Wetlands

> 100-Year Floodplain
> Hydric soils

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES
» ' Woodlands

> Homesite Suitability (Severe)

> State Game Lands

> Slopes of 15% or greater



PROJECT DESCRIPTION LOCATION




ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION ISSUES AND CONCERNS MATRIX

RATE ISSUES CONCERNS

Floodplain no control over development locatlon

Development

stormwater, nitrate and coliform contaminant

Water Quality
levels, public health and safety

uncontrolled erosion of river banks from storms

Erosion and
or development

Stormwater runoff

Economic lack of promotlon and river utilization

Opportunity

Tourlsm creation of non-residential attractions

structure and park maintenance and

Natural viewshed
rehabllitation

preservation

lack of recreation retention and development and

Recreation
regional parks planning

undisturbed or agricuitural lands converts to

Land Converslons
residentlal or commercial

Urbanization residentlal and commerciai development

lack of: floodplain management, buffer zone
development stormwater runoff and stream bank
stabllization regulation

Locai Planning

Reglonai Planning lack reglonat conservation planning

open space preservation

Loss of Natural riparian buffer development

Buffers

Education conservatlon promotion
river corridor preservation
community recreation importance
buffer creation and or retention

Rlverbank lack of development restraints, uncontrolled
Stabllization erosion, st bulldup

Greenway pubilc support, lack of funds
Development
Public Access limited access, too many unofficlal temporary an

lli-managed access points, public health and safety

uncontrolled development is affecting or has

Protection of
eliminated these areas

ecologically
sensitive areas or
pathways

Rate the top seven (7) issues in order of importance. 1 Being the issue of most
importance and 7 being the least.



Alternative Management Options Matrix

River Conservation
Projects and Issues

Implementation
Recommendations

Potential Funding Sources

Regional Intermunicipal and Local

Planning

Develop a River Corridor
Study Committee Regional
Conservation Planning
including:
-Riverbank stabilization
-Buffer zone or river corridor
protection
-Floodplain management
-Openspace preservation
-Farmland preservation
-Recreation Planning
-Develop a river conservation
zone and model regulations

Key 93, Planning and
Implementation Grants

Halifax Borough Riverfront Park

Plan

Develop a short and long
term park plan.

Key 93, Planning &
Implementation Grant

Initiate volunteer educationai
programs for residents and
the local school district
involving:

- park and tourism promotion
- community clean-up
projects.

- conservation projects and
promotion.

- Key 93, Planning and
Implementation Grants,

- Environmental Education
Grants

Develop park management
regulations for:

- park responsibilities

- park maintenance

- park programs

Develop a capital
improvements plan to:

- designate funding sources
- annual budgeting plan

PA Conservation Corps. (for
voluntary services)

Millersburg Borough Park
Beautification

- Develop a park plan with
long and short term goals and
prioritized projects.

- Millersburg Ferry Boat
launch design and
construction.

- Initiate an access study.

- Analyze the existing trails
and needs. Address priority
of activities.

- Address erosion and
sedimentation control
problem areas and solutions

- Municipal Challenge Grant
- Land and Water
Conservation Fund

- Key 93, Planning and
Implementation Grants

- Heritage Parks Program

- PA Conservation Corps

- PA Recreational Trails
Program




Halifax Township Park Land
Acquisition

- Acquire designated park
property.

- Develop a park plan.

- Implement the plan’s priority
projects.

- Key 93, Acquisition and
Planning and Implementation
Grants

- Land and Water
Conservation Fund

Initiate a River Corridor Study
Committee Development

Develop a list of priority
issues. (public access study,
conservation regulation
implementation, land
acquisition, stormwater
management, water quality
projects)

- Key 93, Planning and
Implementation Grant

- Environmental Education
Grant

- Nonpoint Source Program
- PA Storm Water
Management Program

Regional or Municipal
Conservation Education

- Recognize state or regional
educational opportunities or
municipal officials.

- Organize the creation of
municipal newsletters.

- Initiate local or
intermunicipal workshops on
river corridor conservation
topics.

PA Rails-to-Trails, Grant-in-
Aid Program

- Key 93, Acquisition Grants
- Environmental Education
Grant

Riparian Buffer-Development

- Utilize the River Corridor
Study Committee to
designate potential sites

- Design and Construction
- Review current zoning to
include increased design
standards to conserve or
replace riparian areas.

- Alliance For Chesapeake
Bay

- Key 93, Implementation
Grant

- Municipal Challenge Grant

- Various USDA Programs (i.e.
Conservation Reserve
Program, Wetland Reserve
Program, Forest Stewardship
Program)

Riverside Greenway Plan

- Utilize River Corridor Study
Committee to promote
project support.

- Initiate fund raising and
funding opportunities.

- Initiate a greenway plan.

- Implement the greenway
plan's prioritized
recommendations.

- Key 93, Planning and
Implementation Grants

- Municipal Challenge Grants
- PA Recreational Trails
Program

- Land and Water
Conservation Fund

Aliiance for Chesapeake Bay
Susquehanna Island Trail

- Feasibility and island
inventory.

- Water trail association
development.

- Construction activities and
promotional mapping (2-4
years).

- Regulation development

- Water trail education and
promotion.(3-5 years).

- Key 93, Smali Community
Grant

- Key 93, Technical Assistance
- Key 93, Planning and
implementation Grants

- Land and Water
Conservation Fund
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By Monica von Dobeneck
For The Patriot-News

At the age of 95, Charles Robbins

sometimes gets tired. After two or three
hours with i

shovel and wheelbarrow
call it quits for the day.

That is one reason he would like
some help in restoring the nature traj] he
has almost single-handed]
through virgin timber along an old canaj
near MYO Park ip Millersburg,

He is very proud of his trail, which he
wants to name the “Tall Timbers Trail”
in honor of the 150 year old trees which
have “never Seen ax or fire,” he says.

“Look at this tree,” he said while
leading a hike along the old towpath;

A life’s work

Preservin

all it looks like

“You look u
its propping

s full’of idea ams, he said, he

sburg, and Park’s fut

County Parks
ficial backing

“Look at this tree

ok up and it's so
looks like it’s proppii
the sky. ... I'm a r

guy. Whenever I
come down here

\!
— Chuck

g nature’s beaui

common oa_.zmQ person, but |

® A group of residents
which be- vision of Halifax Commr
ure, and they
looking for funds to act

ical and Museum that dream.—Page 21

® The Ned Smith Cent:

& Department of Nature and Art is purch

N : 3.8-acre site near Miller

: nmﬁs%%m% mmm for its new home with a

register, but sug- ON a 49-acre hawk-watc
ate funds m:m.’vmmm 26
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TRAIL — From Page 11

People who have worked with
Robbins are amazed at
what he has accomplished. Eu~
gene “Butch” Tobh.s 76, who of-
ten drives Robbins to the park -

endeavor, remembers. playing
along the canal as a boy.

Robbins’ wife, Sally, and
4 brother, Earl, has also put in
> some dme on the trail Mostly,
3 though, it has been Robhins.

i “Can you imagine a 95-year.
+ old man doing all this>" Tobh.l

While the towpath trail on the
] western side of the canal already
existed, Robbins has cleared it of
i underbrush, filled in holes, dug
p stumps, covered roots and

growth to the sides. When he first
arted working there, he had to
mark the path with red ribbons to
find his way.

He has built several bridges
: over the canal with the help of
+ nothing but a shovel and a wheel-
¢ bagrow,

]
N He has also uncovered several
old structures, including the land-
ing where freight was transferred
; fom railroad to barge, and a
“'mystery room” which fascinates
Dhim It is built of hand hewn
stone, 12 feet by 24 feet, and has
an opening in one side the size
1 and shape of a fireplace, but
{ there is no evidence that a fire
i was ever built there. Maybe it
{was a storage room for powder
i used in coal mining, he specu-
. lates.
' T avnlain shig M R i

Trail’s not over yet,

‘He has lots of ideas.
{for improvements
ito Millersburg park

and would love to research the
mystery room. She admires Rob-~
bins.

“I hope when I retire I can do
something like this," she said

“l only heard about the work
he was doing this summer,” said
biology teacher William Baker, an
adviser for thé environiféntal
club and a member of the bor-

ough’s shade me commission
which oversees some of Millers-

bwrg's park activities.

“I told him about the environ-
mental club we just formed last
year, and { volunteered the kids,”
Baker said. “I's u good experi-
ence for them The tmil is quite a
resource for the community and it
was neglected for a long time. It's
also good for the kids to find out
that 95-year-old people don't all
have one foot In the ground.

“Chuck is pretty incredible,
He has lots of energy, and he has
a lot of good ideas,” Baker seid.

Baker wants to sit down with
Robbins and the members of the
environmental club this winter
“to find out some of his dreams

Monday - Saturday

5:00 PM -

9:00 PM

THE GARDEN GRILLE CAFE

in the Holiday Inn Harrisburg/Hershey

Exit 28 I-81 Grantville

{717)469-0661

FALL CLEARANCE,

ALL NURSERY STOCK IS ON SALE!

5-year -old. s

about

At Borough Council meetings,  cleared
counclimen have said they sup- nal,
port what Robbins is doing, but :}g_-

they can't contribute any money.
Even if the borough could receive
a state grant for parks, they
would have to put up some of the
money themselves, and money is
in short supply. _ has

“I'm on the shade tree com-
mission, and we have such & lim-

ited budget,” Baker said. “We're slowing down

supposed to be in charge of trees  abo:
in the parks, but we have a bud-  will
get of something like $500 a year.
We have to spend most of that on
pruning hazardous limbs. I'm

afraid whatever happens will have  “Whenever I can | come down

to be volunteer effor.”

=

414 Oakharst Bied.
(i the Giaot Paa,
with GIFT BASKET & COMPLIMENTAR

b s, fa tho bayer of
{ clegant fun.

"Fe Foature Crans's Fine Pepera
OFFER EXFIRES 12/2095

of Kissel Hill
NURSERY GARDEN & CRAFTS CENTER
OPEN SUNDAYS ‘l OAM 4PM!

Our Own SKH Grown
oPines *Spruces

INSTALLATION A\./:lerL:DbLgGZ 5% 5 0(26

FREE NAME IMPRINT on 100 DECORATOR NAPKINS
Y GIFTWRAP

s1295 Over *20.00 Valoo

With this coupos. Presented at time of purchase
ﬁu'nnngp-pamhﬂnlhn-‘nulkbdynnpﬁllhl pasty
£00ds chosen Gacrichinaling taste. | Shown

THAN'KSGIVING DECORAT!ONS



5 Coupon

Total
Cost
Thrarcorin $10.99
YOUR PRICE 51-95
weneesse 3 0f)

1/31/96 @ See Retailer For Details

‘00 Late ’ 'Il),i

w Windawea!

- Top cop

is again
rebuffed
Halifax chief

offers to quit

CHIEF — From Page 19

Perry County Prison. Of Wojcie-
chowski, Keeler said, I would
not give him work and he
shouldn’t have a badge.”

Council did agree to write a
letter to Wojciechowski and

McNeely asking them lo return [

their equipment and badges while
they are inactive.

Several citizens who attended -

the meeting also praised Keeler,
One of them, Keith Cooper,
said he recently visited the police
department and was “pleasantly
surprised" by the equipment and
layout. One of Keeler's first duties

in Halifax was to transform an ¢

old livery stable into a modern

police department l_l a cost of 3

about $400.
“Somebody is doing some-
thing right," Cooper said.

May Hoffman, whose home &
has been vandalized by a group <

of young people, said Keeler ai-
ways responded promptly when
he was on duty. When she calls
state police, they often don't
come at all, she said.

Also attending the meeting
was Tom Speck, a police officer
from Tower City who has applied
for a job with the Halifax Police

Department. Speck criticized the -+

council for letting the investiga-
tion drag on so long.

“If there is no coverage on
weekends, the kids know it,” he
said. “You have to take decisive
action. 1 can't believe this has
gone on as long as it has.”

Keeler said that a youth gang
has formed in the borough “be-
cause they know there is turmoil
in the police department." One
resident was beaten severely in

the borough park and another

was threatened with a knife, he
said.

“Friday and Saturday nights 3

are turning into a 200," Keeler
said.

Also because of the pmbe,
some of the money from a
$19.500 grant the borough re-

By Monica von Dobeneck

For The Pasion neus not afford to support the pask on its own. $35.000 frqm its member municipalities,

In the last two years, the authoril This year, it is asking f
FAX — A 1 powry “got its feet on the ground and m.ne?i' also received $20,000 l::amo‘:o'l "'h.f
denuHAuhu P _s‘mul.lma hm 5 developing plans,” according to authority tive initiative grant from State Rep. Jef-
S s Plrkocr\‘n':l)d :eeo the mf;ll:hfll treasurer Robert Lawley. frey Piccola's office, and has applied for a
P nowmmyudvel eaking rhml'u nd they “With the passage of time, the plans maiching Key '93 grant from the state
could help lhemymlﬁu mn: dn:m_ et zsx:[nﬂ]:[c; m mﬂ"’“dhm d. “We D ent of Community é :
omen i i

The Halifax Aren Recreation Ashori-  Saned fo buld o o o Muintenance of the park has been
ty. which now includes members from the
borough and Halil
towns|

Project engineer William Brubaker said, but betwse, balance
ifax, Reed and Wayne called the authority “very active and very  the new money neou:in%&idme mho:n"tg
95,

ips, was formed several years ago  committed.’ should ha
after Borough Council said Halifax could Last year, the authority collected  without mv: mﬁs .sﬁntfo spend, even

costing about $10000 a year, Lawley -

a dream

Some of the member municipalities
h.veg_rumbledubwl&ammnmhlht
authority has not yet heard whether
an and townships are going to
contribute, Borough Council voted to
throw in its share, and Halifax . has
locked on the project favorably.

U all municipalities coatribute their
share, authority members said, there is a
good chance they could achieve many of
their goals even without the matching

See VISION — Page 22

Halifax parks group is working on 5

Prices For 150 gal. or more C.0.D.
Prices Subject to change.

Let Us Frame All Your Holiday
Gifts And Memories!

EVERY
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mrons sl | N SALE
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P
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Frames In Stock

“ORDER EARLY FOR
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Close-Out Products

* Mat cutting
; AL - Stretching
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* Dry Mounting

* Commercial

ALL CUSTOM AND
READY MADE FRAMES

CHRISTMAS DELIVERY” 200/0 OFF

PLUS Free Fitting & Labor With
Purchase Of Frame & Accessories
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VISION — From Page 2t

grant, Lawley said.

Those projects Include build-
ing new rest rooms, installing
und equipment, building a
-purpose court for roiler
ing, basketball and ice skat-
i trance, build-
pit and putting a
fence around the baseball field.

Other possibilities are a shuf-
fleboard court, a permanent bar.
becue pit and new benches.

If there {5 enough Bu._ﬂo_n:
over, members of the authority
would like to remove some trees,
move the electrical cables under-
ground and add another pavilion.

“We're not going to walt for
the matching grant,”” Brubaker
said. “We're going to start work-
ing"

The new rest rooms, estimat-
ed at $25,000, probably will be
the first job. The present rest
rooms are not handicap-accessible

NTY

“With the passage of time, the plans started comin
together. We got a little momentum and then it real y

started to build.”

— Authority Treasurer Robert Lawley

and are outdated,

“Nothing has been done with
them for years,” Brubaker sald.
“It is not a pleasant experience to
use them.”

Pla ind equipment proba-
bly t:wﬂ.oqmnen._a on the list. The
suthority plans to buy modular
equipment including climbing sp-

paratus, slides and swings, and
put proper footing underneath,
The cost estimate is $35,000.

ﬂ_oe:d:—n?:n_
ment is more .w_.s 20 n.“—:.en
“and not very user friendly,”
Lawley said,

The authority has already re-

Weaves”

But you won't when
you try the Yard Boss™
rivac from White.
vacuums leaves, shreds
them and deposits
them into a 4 bushel
bag. It also chips
branches up to 3" to
produce valuable mulch.
You'll clean-up and reduce
yard waste quickly and
easily.

Features:
* B HP cast Iron sleeve engine
* Wide 26" vacuum intake
* Sell-propelled drive

« Six fwd./2 rev. speeds

* Optionat 10° vac. hose

rhase price, irchuding trvers,
175 - where mqeird _....._....im.z.:.a
S5l See you deade fx dett on ~White it

HOLLINGER'S

Lawn & Garden Equipment
“"We've Got The Power.*

HERSHEY EPHRATA
1515 E. Chacolate Ave. 4126 Oregon Pike 1
533-4060 738-1131 —
H
Mouo.-Fri. 8-5:30; H
Financing Available % i s
e :
* Prices does nol Inchide Laues, Frelght, <ol up and
delivery chatges. = A 108 down. 10 toial

built a pavilion that coltapsed un-
der the winter snow of two years
ago.

Autharity members hope more
people will start E_.“m the park
once [t becomea a nicer place,
They would like eventuatly to hire
a parttime activitles coordinator
In the summer to plan youth sc
tivitles, schedule bands in the
evenings and generally take a
*pro-active” stand toward attract-
ing people to the park.

1( that happens, one of the
park’s biggest problems — van-
dalism — could disappear.

"If we have a lot of different

people using the’ they

Parks group works hard to realize its dream

from the authority. Lawley sai
the authority would “welcomr
the township back.

The borough of Halifax
tantly voted to make
contribution, but council que:
tioned whether the borouy
would be required to donate o
much every year.

will drive out the people vandaliz-
ing,” Lawley sald. “This will
make the Halifax community a
better place for everyone. § want
1o see a proactive wpproach to
managing the patk to bring in
young kids, teen-agers, young
adults and senior citizens. 'm op-
timlstle or [ wouldn't be voting to
spend money on this project.”

Some of the member munid-
palities have not been happy
about being asked to commit
more money to the park than
they have In the past. Jackson
Twp. has dropped membership

b said th
cost of running the program an:
mzintalning the parks will prob-
bly be higher than it was four o
five years ago, but the high leve!
of funding of the past two year
should not continue once the im
provements are made.

“I hope we can back off a lit
tle once the proects are complet
Brubaker said. “It will cost

as the townships and the boroug!
have put in the last couple o
years.”

- Quitting time?

zni smokers think ahout kicking the habit this month as the Amerlcan
Cancer Soclety's annual Great American Smokeout tolls around on November
16. Are you Interested in quitting but feel you don't know where to begin?
Polyelinic Regional Cancer Center offers some tips on how to quit:

< While you are getting ready to quit, cut out a few of your favorite

cigarettes, such as the ones you smoke after meals or while talking
on the phone.

& Make a list of your reasons for quitting smoking and carry it with
you at all times as a reminder.

%% Check with your doctor about the health benefits of quitting.

& Set a definite quit date, and on that day follow the Four D's:
Distract yourself - keep busy

Deep breathing - take four slow, deep breaths in through your nose,
out through your mouth
Do something else - like take a walk
Diink water ~ up to 8 glasses a day. The urge to smoke will pass
within 2-3 minutes, whether you smoke or nor.
Remember, the first week is the hardest, but if you can quit for a week, you
<an quit for a liferime. For information on smoking cessation classes offered to

the public, cali 782-4148 or 1-800-344-1007, ext. 4148,

For more information about the

any of its services, including Radiation

Oncology, call 717-782-2655.
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Conservation study
Dlanned for river

B BY LOUISE JAMES
Staff Writer

MILLERSBURG - The
Dauphin County Planning
Commission (DCPC) kicked
off its Susquehanna River
Conservation Plan study with
a community-planning work-
shop held at the Millersburg
Area High School Feb, 28.

The corridor of the Susque-
hanna River and banks to be
studied begin at the Mahan-
tango Creek/Dauphin County
line and run southward to the
Clarks Ferry Bridge.

Tina Fackler, staff planner
for the DCPC, said the DCPC
would like to establish a
greenway along this corridor
of the Susquehanna.

She defined a greenway as a
“publicly used corridor, mostly
publicly owned or with an
easement.”

The state Department of
Conservation and Natural
Resources (DCNR) would like
greenways to become more
handicapped accessible, she
said.

Although various municipal,
environmental and other
groups that could have input
reportedly were invited to the
community-planning work-
shop, only James Bullock,
administrator for Millersburg
Borough; Jeff Enders, Halifax
Borough councilman and
Frank Felbaum, president of
the Ned Smith Center, attend-
ed the meeting.

In addition, John Orr, dis-
trict manager of the Dauphin
County Conservation District,
ind James Szymborski, asso-
siate director of the Tri-Coun-
¥ Regional Planning Commis-
ion, attended.

Object of Study

Fackler said the main pur-
ose of the study is to develop

conservation plan by: identi-
ving any significant environ-
1ental, recreational, econom-
:, cultural and aesthetic
esource and value of the

ver; identifying any threats
rimpacts of development and
:commending policies and
stions to conserve, restore
1d enhance the river's value.
The .objective.of such. a .
udy is to obtain Pennsylva-
a Rivers Conservation Reg-
try status for this portion of
e Susquehanna, Fackler

id.

After the study is completed
«d drafted into a plan, a pub-
: hearing will be held for
mments.

The plan and comments
en will be reviewed by the
‘ected_municipalities, then

will be submitted to DCNR for
approval and inclusion in the
Pennsylvania Rivers Conser-
vation Registry, she said.

Approval for this registry is
necessary so that any pro-
posed projects along the
Susquehanna may qualify for
a River Implementation Grant
under the 1993 Keystone
Recreation, Park and Conser-
vation Fund (Key '93), she
said.

This grant would provide
the funding for community
projects such as riverfront
parks, Fackler said.

However, the grants are
based on a 50/50 match with
the governing municipality of
the area (i.e., Halifax, Millers-
burg, ete.) putting up 50 per-
cent of the cost, she said.

Proposed Ideas

The proposal that the DCPC
submitted to the DCNR in
order to receive approval for
the Susquehanna River Con-
servation Plan study stressed
physical changes and the
money needed to "make it
happen," Fackler said.

Some of the possible
changes could be parking for
fishing, public nature access,
bike paths, "rehabbing” areas
by buying property for parks
or cleanup of existing park
areas, she said.

As a part of the study, the
DCPC will check to see if
there are any historic proper-
ties or any endangered species
in the area, she said.

“I can't do the project with-
out the interest ... and partici-
pation of others,” Fackler said.

Felbaum said the project's
possibilities could tie in with
some of the Ned Smith Cen-
ter's projects, and he could
envision a hiking trail from
Lykens to Halifax.

Bullock discussed Millers-
burg resident Charlie Robbins'
proposed goals (Sentinel, July
6, 1994,) to have a handi-
capped-accessible hiking trail
on the old towpath around the
canal at MYO Park in Millers-
burg; and to have clean water
piped from the Wiconisco
Creek into the now-stagnant
canal at MYO Park so it could
be stocked with fish, .

Further, Robbins has sug-
gested people then could ice
skate on the canal, as they did
in the past, Bullock said.

Enders discussed the pre-
sent boat landing and river-
front area in Halifax.

Next Meeting in April

Although the date has not
yet been established, the next
workshop will be held in mid-
or late-April, Fackler said.

PUBLIC SALES

Every Friday at 6 p.m. at
Crossrosds Safe and arket,
along state Route 25 between
Gratz and Berrysburg will sell
Miscellaneous Ttems. Dockey
(AU-229-1L) Docke -Romberger
(AU-1683-L) and Deppen (AU-
1957.L), Auctioneers.

Every Tuesday evening auction
will be held at Shamokin Auction
House. Doors open at § p.m, bid-
ding starts at 6 p.m. Located at
102 E. Independence St., Shamo-
kin. Antiques, Collectibles, House-
hold Items. Fredericka Williams
(AU-2820-L), Auctioneer.

Thursday, March 21 at 5 p.m.
located at North Market and
Clearfield streets, Elizabethville.
Furniture, glassware, antiques,
collectibles, tools, advertising
items, toys, dishes, miscellaneous
items. Richard Keister (AU.-
002148-L), auctioneer. .

Saturday, March 23 at 10 a.m.,
located Fisherville Fire Co. Hall.
Marlin and Frances Hockenbroch
will offer 600 lots of coins. Dave
Deibler (AU-001213-L) and Ed
Shoop (AU-000A42-L), auction-
eers.

Saturday, March 30 at 9 a.m.,
take Route 81 north to exit 33
and go south on Route 209 to
Tower City; auction held in Cooz-
er's Lounge, one mile west of
Tower City near Family and
Friends Restaurant. Real estate
consists of 2 1/2 story secluded
frame home on one acre;
antiques, furniture and house-
hold items. Sale ordered by Fran-
¢is M. Daubert and Regina M.
Zimmerman. Raymond Stump
(AU-2173-L) and Suzanne Stump
(AU-3132-L), auctioneers.

Saturday, March 30, show time
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., auction at 4

-m., seventh-annual Upper

auphin Area Farm Toy and
Winross Show and Auction locat-
ed at Upper Dauphin Area High
Schaol, North Church Street,
Eliznbethville. Lynn Dietrich
(AU-001464.L), auctioneer.

Saurday, March 30 at 10 a.m.,
located §11 Pottaville St., Wie-
onisco. Real estate, 2 1/2 story
frame home with vinyl siding
with five bedrooms, antiques and
collectibles, household items.
Estate of John M. Oeman, Ethel
Alvord, Executrix. Dockey (AU-
229-L), Dockey-Romberger (AU-
1683-L), and Deppen (AU.1957.
L), auctioneers.

Saturday, March 30 at 11 a.m.
located midway between Pine
Grove and-Schuylkill Haven,
‘along Route 443, two miles west

of Friedensburg just off Route
443 in Wayne Twp., Schuylkill
county. 36 acres with 10-room
dwelling. Richard J. Gerber,
owner. ﬁike (AU-1599.L) and
George (AU-209-L) Deibert, auec-
tioneers.

Saturday, April 6 at 9 a.m.,
located 176 Eighth St., Northum.
berland. Real estate, 2 1/2-story
frame home, antiques and col-
lectibles, collection of salt and

epper shakers, household items.
Eslate of Fredith A. Slear. Dock-
ey (AU-229.1), Dockey-Romberg-
er (AU-1683-L) and Deppen (AU-
1957-L), auctioneers.

Saturday, April 6 at 9:30 a.m.,
located Jackson Twp., Dauphin
County. From Elizabethville take
Route 225 south for one mile to
Mountain House Road, go one
mile to Harman Road and then
one mile to sale site. Tractors,
farm machinery, bonts, travel
trailer and camper; shop, yard
and garden equipment and hand
tools; guns, antique furniture and
collectibles, household goods.
Elsie and Lawrence E. Hoftman,
owners. Faye Gelencser, power of
attorney. Dave Deibler (AU-
001213-L) and Ed Shoop (AU-
000A42-L), auctioneers.

Saturdny, April 6 at 10 a.m.
located on River Street in the vil-
Inge of Dalmatia, Northumber-
land County. Lot 33x165 ft. with
former double dwelling converted
to single residence. Household
furnishings, antiques and col-
lectibles. 1993 Ford XLT pickup,
1989 Thunderbird. Estate of Mar-
garet E. Bohner; Paul E. Bohner
Sr., Executor. Mike (AU-1599.1)
and George (AU-209-L) Deibert,
auctioneers.

Saturday, April 6, ot 10 a.m.,
Coin nuction at Days Inn, located
Route 11/15, Shamokin Dam near
Sunbury, PA. 350+ lots of gold,
silver and copper coins. Adams
Auction Snles Service (AY-143-L)

Saturday, April 13 at 9 a.m.,
located approximately 45 miles
north of Harrisburg, midway
between Mandata and Dornsife,
two miles south of Route 228
near the village of Urban. Real
estate, Parcel No. 1 — farm, con-
sisting of 126 acres +/- with 2 1/2
story brick and frame home; Par-
cel No. 2 — limestone lot. Trac-
tors, farm equipment and related
items, bee equipment, tools and
miscellaneous items, vehicles,
guns, antiques and collectibles,
household items. Dockey (AU-
229-L), Dockey-Romberger (AU-
1683-L) and Deppen (AU-1957.
L), auctioneers.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 1996 AT 9:30 A.M.

PUBLIC AUCTION
THURSDAY EVENING, MARCH 21ST AT 5:00 PM

JCATED AT N. MARKET & CLEARFIELD ST, ELIZABETHVILLE, PA
(FORMER GOODWILL BUILDING)
RN : SSWARE, IQUES, COLLECTIB
[OOLS, ADVERTISING ITENS, M} [5C. ITEMS
LE CONSISTING OF: Single Bed Box Spring & Maltress (Like New): Baby Cnib:
osenie Heater: Hens on Nest: Depresston Glass: Child's Table & Chalr: Genessee
am Ale Ugl‘l,;Coca-Cola Carrfer & Other Coke ltems: 18 Griswold Fry Pan w/Smoke
g Hand ted Chins; Brass Fire Ext.; Set Of 4 Ch sler Hub Caps: 33-1(3
orda ; Rylint Aertal Hook & Ladder Truck: Ertl Trud & Horse Tratler; Tonka
s Truck & Car Carrier: Nylint Kiddie Cit Tractor & Traller: Plus Other Tays, Note -
Toys In Good Shape: Erector Bet; o Walhlne“Wend Doll, 32" Tall: Bicycles &
ycles: Dishes & Other Misc. Items; Bome Colns And Iron Items; Some New
s; Pocket Kntves; Bltting Indian Statue.
000011-L ROORS OPEN AT 4:00 PM
HARD KEISTER {AUCT) AU-002148-L TERMS OF SALF: CASH OR APF. CRECK
ONISCO, PA. 45364823 NO OUT OF STATE CHECKS.
JGLAS WETZEL (AUCT.) AU-0025881.-L REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE
LERSBURQG, PA NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTB
FE ARE NOW BOOKING AUCTIONS FOR 1996 ON SITE OR WILL MOVE TO
AUCTION HOUSE, (WE HAVE COMBINED
CPERIENCE OF 35 YEARS.) CHECK QUR COMMISSIONS BEFORE YOU sIaN,
WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU.

ummmzmmmmmmmznlmmm
(0] ONS T8 FROM 5 AM 70 ] PM

Y W W w

'-_-l

LOCATED IN JACKSON TOWNSHIP, DAUPHIN COUNTY, APPROXIMATELY TWO
MILES SOUTH OF ELIZABETHVILLE OR EIGHT MILES EAST OF HALIFAX,
DIRECTIONS: TAKE ROUTE 225 ONE MILE SOUTH OF ELIZABETHVILLE TO
MOUNTAIN HOUSE ROAD. PROCEED ONE MILE TO HARMAN ROAD, THEN ONE
MILE TO SALE SITE. WATCH FOR AUCTION SIGNS.

i J.D. Model 2350 4-Cylinder Diesel Wide Front End; 3-Pt.. Only 2.000 Hrs.
Excellent Conditon: Ford Model 800 Tractor with Souder Front End Loader Wheel
Welghts, Very Good Conditton; Int. Farmal Super C Tractor (Rebullt Engine Has Approx.
100 Hra.} Live Hydraulle: Int. Fermal H Tractor with Front End Loader Live Hydraulic: Int.
Farmal A Tractor {W/FE-Very Good Condltfon). s N.H. #66 Hay Baler:
N.H. #327 130 BU Menure Spreader (PTO Driven): J.D. #300 30° Hay Elevator: J.D. 7
Scraper Blade: J.D. 3-Baltom Plow 3-Pt.; Ford 3-Bottom Mow: 3-Pt.; Int. 2-Row Corn
Planter: J.D. #311 &' Bush Hog (Hydraultc Cylinder LiN); 3 Homemade Heavy Duly Wagons
with Kory Running Gears: Int. Stde Delivery Rake: Grain Gravity Bin Wagon: 8' Disc on
Rubber (Hydraulicl: J.D. 10-Hole Gratn Drill on Steel: Int. Single-Row Corn Picker: Vicon
Broadcaster/Seeder 3-Pt.; Husky Running Geer Hydraulic Dump Wagon: 4-Section Drag
Hasrow 3-P.: Hydraullc Log Splttter for Tractor; Bale Fork 3-Pt.; Manure Spreader For
Parts; Saw Buck; Homemadc Durl Axle Traller: Cement Mixer: 2-Wheel Trallers: Case 5'
Sickle Bar Mower on Steel: Fertilizer Spreader on Stecl; Ford Single-Row Flow, 3 Pt.: Drag
Scoap. 3 P1.; Cultivator for Super C; Front End Blade For Super C; 12° Grain Elevator on
Rubber: 14° Grain Auger; Diesel Gas Tank on Skids; : Potato Plows
Disc: Sprayer with Pump: 7 Sickle Bar Mower; 2-Boltom Mow; 2-Sectlon Harrow: One-
Hole Corn Sheller; Seed Cleaner: 12' Farm Gates; 3 Int. Super 100 Saltd Slate Fencers:
Hydraullc Cylinders; Tub Walering Trough: Fence Posts: Wagon Lots;
To Be Sold In Two Lots: 1977 Atlas Housc Trafler (As Is For Scrap):
Scrap Iron; Misc. Serap Piles & Equipment; Misc. Lumber, Rough Cut Lumber.

NO
LYKENS E

The following are condense
the Water Revenue Account
results of operations and cha
as required by Section 8 of t
LYKENS

WATE

CONDENSED STATEME
YEAR EN

REVENUES
Water Rental
Meters
Interest
Miscellaneous

TOTAL REVENUES

EXPENDITURES
Operating
Administrative
Interest

TOTAL EXPENDITURES
EXCESS OF REVENUES €

LYKENS

WATE!

13

DE

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash
Demand

Time

Water Rents Receivable
Billed
Unbilled
Accrued Interest Receiva'
TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITI
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Notes Payable

PennVest
Accounts Payable
Due to Sewer Revenue Fi
Accrued Payroll

TOTAL LIABILITIES

CONTRIBUTION IN AID OF
FUND BALANCE
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FU

NOT
LYKENS Bt

The following is a condensed
Sewer Revenue Account of t
tesulls of operations and char
required by Section 8 of the M:
LYKENS
SEWER
CONDENSED STATEMEN
YEAR ENC
REVENUES
Sewer Rents
State Subsidy - © - :
Interest Income
Cther
TOTAL REVENUES
EXPENDITURES
Operating
Administrative
Interest
TOTAL EXPENDITURES
EXCESS OF REVENUES O\
AUTHORITY EXPENSES
AUTHORITY EXPENSES
EXCESS OF REVENUES
NOT!

LYKENS B(
The following are combined
balance sheet of the Authori*
results of operations for the
the Municipality Authorities A

LYKENS
coMmBtt
DE'
TRUST FUND ASSETS
Cash
Investments

Common Fund - U.S. Tre
Obligations - at Cost
TOTAL TRUST FUND ASSE’
LONG-TERM LEASE RECE!

TOTAL ASSETS

STARKRAFT 16" Aluminum Bent Monnted on Tratler with Mereure RS0 Nothued v

.



Red dots indicate
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Q \;7 desk. this is the jump for a story that
% Istarted on the MAC. Main hed reads -
vater trail opens river to more people -
* 1 Page East-1

imping and recreation, at least to some
<tent, said Brook Lenker, watershed proj-
% coordinator for the Alliance for the
f,' "‘E‘wéﬁant to do is create a water
3y system from Halifax to Harrisburg,
k¢ "porati_ng about 10 islands that are the
Pperty of the commonwealth, and desig-
;t,evthem for public camping,” he said.
ie traffhich could be a reality as
i--,f as n&t—"s"spring, would be more than
$t a dot on a map. Envisioned is a series
€' 'ms identifying the islands, designated

3

be a good thmg if it is done properly,” he said. “And we_ha%

— DOUG GIBSON, OWNER OF BLUE MOUNTAIN OUTFITTERS

camping areas or a small dock, and bro-
chures that explain the trail and point out
natural features and points of interest,

“We would have information about the
flora and fauna and cultyral history of the
river,” Lenker said. -

‘The trail guides would also have detailed
information about low-impact camping.

“We're trying to educate people about
the river, its importance and value and
also encouraging people to tread lightly on
the river, practice low-impact camping and
be aware of their impact on the resource,”
he said.

The effort has been helped so far by a
$10,500 grant from the state’s Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources
and a $1,500 DuPont American Greenways
grant, Lenker said.

Fsland camping to be featured on

One of the biggest tasks facing the orga-
nizers has simply been verifying owner-
ship of the islands. Some are privately
owned, and both state and county records
need to be checked before the final 10 is-
lands are selected.

~ The idea of an island trail accessible
only by boat is not a new one. There is a
water trail along the Potomac and the larg-
est trail connects islands off the coast of
Maine in a 325-mile-long coastal route, he
said.

One of the hopes with this project is, if it
realizes its full potential, it could be a mod-
el to be replicated in other areas of the
Susquehanna, Lenker said. There is the
potential for a river trail from New York
to the [Chesapeake] Bay, and a water trail

i
e

project of
interest.
Roland
mission
overseen
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they still
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we a very good group
S

of people working onit.’

river trail system

of that scale could attract national
t

1d Bergner of the state’s Game Com-
1 said that though the 19 islands
n by his agency cannot be part of
ject because no camping is allowed,
ill get use. Hunters, birdwatchers
iers routinely visit the islands, and
r said he feels the river trail plan is
¥ a good one. A concern that he
ers mentioned, however, is the po-
or overuse.

Gibson, who owns Blue Mountain
rs in Marysville, also said overuse
1cern, but that careful monitoring
avoid any problems. Should an is-
3in to showtoo many signs of wear
one could be selected for use in its
ibson said.

Gibson’s business rents non-powered
boats to people who wish to experience the
river, launching the explorers upriver,
then picking them up at pre-arranged
points. The biggest percentage of people
come back with a positive experience
when they go out, Gibson said.

The secret is educating people about the
river before they go out, and that will be
part of the trail too, having a brochure to
help them utilize what is there.

Gibson believes the trail will make the
river more user-friendly to inexperienced
paddlers. :

“I think this can really be a good thing if
it is done properly,” he said. “And we have

a very good group of people working on
it.”

' are already being utilize
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‘orough to give chamber

funding to finish bridge

¥ 8Y LOUISE JAME
Staff Writer :

-JILLERSBURG - Borough
‘ouncil has agreed to provide
t  Millersburg Area Cham-
»n  of Commerce with the
120,000 it needs by Wednes-
lay, Aug. 7 to pay for steel
¢ le to finish the replace-
n at for the "Swinging
3radge.”

At its July 11 meeting,
o ncil agreed to take the
1..cey from its reserve fund,
nereby losing the 4.9 percent
Y rest it is earning on that
o .
:ne chamber agreed it will
spay both the money and the
T Jercent.

1. the chamber borrowed the
oney from a bank it would
: harged the current rate of
¢+ percent, said Katy
huger, chairwoman of the
iamber's bridge-project fund.
J "though the borough is
r ncing the chamber
5,000 at 4.9-percent repay-
ent during a two-year period
i is not a loan, council said.

Instead, its a financial
rangement between the two
. ies due to the nature of
¢ relationship between the
.amber and the borough,
rough solicitor Terry Ker-
i confirmed. - - - -

1e bridge replacement is a

irough project.When com-
eted the bridge will be bor-
1 property, will be main-
{ :d by the borough and will’
situated on borough-owned
2,

te chamber’s only role in
¢ Jridge project is to act as a
nd-raising agency because
s borough, by its very

're as a municipality, is
..dden by state law to solic-

will be a suspension-type
bridge similar in design to the
original "Swinging Bridge" but
it will have a stationary foot-
path that will not sway.

Further, the bridge will
have a fence along the sides to
prevent children from falling
off as it will be approximately
18 feet above the Wiconisco
Creek.

The bridge will connect
MYO and Riverfront parks.

Guard Activity Dates
The Guard reportedly plans
to be on-site, completing work
on the bridge, for three addi-

_tional three-day weekends

this year.

Those dates are: Aug. 2, 3,
4; Sept. 12, 13, 14 and Oct. 18,
19 and 20.

Disappointed By
Residents'

Response To Rally
Council President Robert
Koppenhaver said he attended
the Upper Dauphin Area Citi-
zens' Action Committee's
(UDACAC) rally opposing the
proposed expansion of
Dauphin Meadows Landfill
and was pleased with the

turnout. (Sentinel, July 2)

However, Koppenhaver said
he was "a little disappointed. I
think it needed more repre-
sentation from the people of
Millersburg.”

The UDACAC has legiti-
mate concerns on the truck-
traffic increase and on possi-
ble water pollution, he said.

"Numbers count and it costs
only $1 to join the citizens'
group,” he said.

"Pennsylvania is the num-
ber-one importer of waste,"
ngncilman Mark Hoffman
said.

in the accounting department
at American Home Foods in
Milton.

Kraft, a junior accounting
major at Susquehanna Uni-
versity, is a 1993 graduate of
Williams Valley Junior-Senior
High School. She is the
daughter of Carol Kraft of
Williamstown.

Correction,
clarification

Due to incorrect information
supplied to the newspaper, the
article, "Stephen Ridge gets
$1,000 scholarship,” (Sentinel,
July 9) stated incorrectly that
Ridge plans to attend Con-
necticut College this fall.

Ridge will attend Haverford
College.

An address published
recently for U.S. Sen. Rick
Santorum was missing a post
office box number.

The complete address is:

Sen. Rick Santorum

Suite 221, Box 214

Strawberry Square

Harrisburg 17101,

with talent, and this sum
proves it.

We have musical the:
productions we can visit 1
excitement and pride.

Travel to New York or I
risburg? No! We don't hav
go far from home at all.

There is "Forever PI:
performed by Harm
Express Productions at I
in's Place, "Peter P
performed by Twin Va
Players at the Halifax 2
High School and "By Hex"
formed by Lykens Commu
Theatre at Upper Daup
Area Middle School.

As a member of one of
above production organ

Agency st
concernti

To the Editor:

I have been following
information concerning
expansion of the landfill
would like to state my ¢
ion.

I have read the many lef
of those opposed to the ex
sion and would like to pub
join their ranks,

It's hard to imagine




By Manica von Doheneck
For The Patriot-News

MILLERSRURG — The Ned
Smith Center for Nature and Art
* Is purchasing a 3.8.acre site an
Route 200, just east of Millers-
burg. for its new home,

The best pant, according to
president Frank Felhsum, is that
the site alsn will give access to
300 to 500 more acres for nature
trails and environmental educa.
tion.

The center is buying the land
from the Millersburg Arsa Au.
thority for $25,000 with what
Felbaum cail Very generous
.. financing plan." The center will
pay $3.000 a yesr for five years
&t no Interest.

In addition, the center will
lease more than 300 acres of
watershed land from the water
suthority. The land runs along
the Wiconisco Creek and up
Berry Mountain, and already is
crossed by severnl trails.

AS an added bonus, Harold
and Thelma Lenker have offered
to donate another 49 acres on
the top of Berry Mountain (f the
‘" center is built near Millersburg.
Their property, described as a
petfect hawk-watching spot, Is
easily resched from the water
authority tand.

COUNTY

Nature center purchases site for home

“Anybody who a

be coming to

reciated Ned Smith’s work will

illersburg. This will do a lot for
community revitalization.”
— Center president Frank Felbaum

The site also Is near Cum-
ming’s Swamp, an excellent lo-
cation for leaming about wet-
lands, representatives of the
center say. An old railmad bed
on the authority property could
potentially connect to 15 miles
of “rails to trails” land In the
Lykens ares. It also coutd con.
nect fo the Susquehanna River
through MYQ Park.

"™ The site is wonderful,” said
Darla Maiden, chairman of the
site selection committee. “It's
exactly what we were hoping. It
has everything. Jim Brent (the
curator at Hawk Mountain Sanc-
tusry and a member of the site
selection committee] told us we
could look for another 100 years
ln‘d not find a site more suit-
able.”

The board voted unanimous-
ly o purchase the land after
considering four finatists,

The Ned Smith Center was

conceived about 8 year and a '

half ago as a marriage of an art
Museum and A nature center.
The centerpiece will be a collec-
tion of the nati

Members of the board be-
lieve the center will be &
to businesses in Millersburg.
They think it will dew prople
from th

wildlife artist’s originat paintings
donated hy his widow, Marie
Smith. There also will be rotat-
ing exhibitions of other wildlife
artists and an enviconmental ed.
ucation center for swdents and
tenchers,

Smith was bom and mised
in Millersburg, and received
much of his inspiration from the
around

the state and
nation. Qut of 250 memberships
so far, ahout 10 percent are
from outside Pennsylvania, Fel.
baum said.

“'Anybody who appreciated
Ned Smith’s work will be com-
ing ta Mlllersbur’," he said.
“"This will do a lot for communi-
ty revitalization.”

The main building will house
an auditori

his _home. The site selection
committee looked at seversl
properties throughout central
Pennsylvenia, but hoped they
could keep the location near
Smith’s hometown,

“First of all we wanted
perfect site. The wonderful part
is that it Is in Millersburg,"
Maiden said.

. galleries, class-
rooms, offices and a gift shop,
Outside will be nature trails, pa-
vilions, wildflower meadows, &
butterfly garden trail, photo
blinds and other Improvements
relating to environmental educa-
tion and enjoyment of the out-
doors,

Felbaum estimates construc-
tion costs at $3 million. The

board has Just started a feasibill-
fy study on fund rising. which
should be completed by Febru.
ary. 1t wilt tell the hoard “if
there is enough interest to mise
$3 miltion.” Money Is expected
to come through government
&mnts, comorations and private
foundations. The center hat re-
Cently raised ahnut $38.000
through a wildlife auction and
another $11,000 thrmugh mem-
herships.

By next July 27, the date for
the third annual Ned Smith
Tribute Day, Felbaum hopes to
have an architectural rendering
and model of the proposed
building on display. That will be
the signal to kick off the fund.
mising campaign next fall,

The haard soon will be
Tooking for & facilities chairman
or chairwoman to start inter-
viewing architectural firms and
determining the building’s
needs. While the position will be
volunteer at first, it could lead to
4 paid executive director job,

"We are so excited. We are
so elated,” Felbaum said. “We
don't want to give the impres.
ston that this is just & museum
of Ned's art. It is'also & place to
plant the seeds to develop future
Ned Smiths.”

HAPPY {'(IOUR

EVER
Mondax, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
100 pm to 6:00 pm

Extertor wash 3,50 10 54,99

SAVE $2.50 ON ALL OTHER WASH PACKAGES

NOW ON SALE
Buy 5 Washes - Get 6th Free

Great Gift Ideas
for those hard to buy for people. Beautifuf
gift cards and envelope. Glft certificates
avallable for any of our great services,

]
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Triengte's URWASH « Trlangros CARWASH -
FULL SERVICE WASHES ONLY * FULL SERVICE WA

{ SAVE *1.00 ISAVE 3.00

[ On Full Service Car Wash g Works Clear Coat Wash 1 Supg Wash Psackage 1
4

]

- plus le|

with this coupon 1
VAU WITH OTHER OFFERS. £XP. 27200

Triargles CAAWASH
SHES ONLY * FULL SERVICE WASHES ONLY

I SAVE *1.50 on !

Plus tax

with this coupon 1
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CARLISLE + MECHANICSBURG
CAMP HILL ¢ HARRISBURG
PALMYRA « LEBANON » LANCASTER

Holiday

family
portratts.,

Calinow to
make your

¢

136 South Front St., Steelton, PA "(717) 564-7351
Specinlists i photagraply since 1949,
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Park hit hard;

repair
total $

B BY LOUISE JAMES AND
MIKE HUTCHINS

MILLERSBURG - On the
eve of its 76th anniversary,
MYO Park has been trashed
by the raging Susquehanna
River.

Millersburg Borough has
filed a request with the
Dauphin County Emergency
Management Agency for
approximately $30,000 to
restore the park, borough
Manager James Bullock said,

“The park itself will be

A scarred pair of trees in

MYO Park are mute reminders of the

* January 30, 199 .

costs
30,000

closed for some time, contin-
gent on a lot of things," he
said,

“Borough council will have
to make a decision on what
they want to do (regarding)
utilization of the ballfield" he
said,

The baseball-soccer field
was high enough to escape the
flood and ice damage, Bullock
said.

However, a section of the
paved road near the ballpark
recently collapsed under the

See Park -~ Back Page

force of the flood waters — enought to peel off bark ~ and the water's
height, as indicated by the “nicks” toward the top of each tree.

(Sentinel photo by Mike Hutchins)

~ i

N : 3 \ "‘x 8 Dot J
The force of the raging, ice-laden Susquehanna River was powerful enough to dislodge trees and send
them crashing into the merry-go-round at MYO Park. (Sentinel photo by MIJ;e Hutchlns_)

Rains cause
other damage

Residents of the Sentinel's coverage area were, for the most
part, spared serious property damage in the recent flooding of the

usquehanna River and its tributaries,

But besides Millersburg's MYO Park, another property that
was not as fortunate was the Sewage-treatment plant that serves
Elizabethville Borough and parts of Washington Twp.

The plant, located along the Wiconisco Creek north of the bor-
ough, has sustained an estimated $30,000 in damage largely to
several motors, according to Dr. Andrew Hills, chairman of the SHNINE ! ;
Elizabethville Area Authority which operates the plant, This photo from the recent

The basement of the plant’s main building, where the motors flooding shows a Herndon-area
were located, was submerged completely and there also wag 2 ailbof' need of "help” aft
feet of water in the first floor, Hills said. l',“ e In nee dot he p ‘fl er

At this point, the damage has not affected any customers on Peing "‘”0""‘ e¢ by rising
the sewer line, nor should it have an affect, according to Hills, waters from M.xh.lno): Creck.
’ See Damage - Page A2 (Photo courtesy of Ron Schmick)
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leaving your house," she said.

She lost both her heat and
water and made do with a
kerosene heater and an elec-
tric blanket as temperatures
plummeted overnight. She
also used one glass of store-
bought water to wash her face
and brush her teeth the next
day.

"I learned quick how much
we take for granted,” Datres
said.

For years, winter was
Datres' favorite season. No
more,

"I think this winter has
ended my love affair with the
season,” she said.

Liz Rodda and her husband
also waited out the flooding on
River Road. .

When it appeared flooding
was inevitable, Rodda and her
husband moved basement
items to the first floor. As the
waters rose, anything on the
first floor was moved upstairs,
she said. (Rodda said her
home had about 5 feet of
water in the basement.)

The residents who stayed
"pulled together," Rodda said.
"We went from house to house
helping each other move ...
good will was running high.”

Looters stayed away from
the flooded area, Rodda said,
adding that her husband
checked River Road after
many of the residents had left
their homes.

Middle Paxton Twp. officials
were “terrific” during the cri-
sis, Rodda said. "They called
quite a few times ... wanting
to know what (the township)
could do." They also helped
residents obtain potable water
and trash disposal.

The cleanup "is the worst
part of it," Rodda said.

As of Jan. 29, water still
was available for Dauphin-
area residents at the ambu-
lance building. United Water
Co., which services the area,
had lifted a “boil water" advi-
sory Jan. 26.

Donations Accepted
for Flood Victims

Area residents who would
like to make a financial contri-
bution to aid victims of flood-
ing elsewhere in Pennsylvania
may contact: American Red
Cross Disaster Relief Fund,
P.0. Box 5470, Harrisburg
17110-0740.

For-~~-~ infor—~*~n, or-*~
donate wiwi 8 Creur vard, can

The swollen Mahanoy Creek had surrounded Robert Spang's home and farm ncar Herndon at one point
during the recent flood. Spang stayed awake three days so three pumps that were keeping water out of his

The twisted remains of the swing set that was
aged MYO Park. (Sentinel photo by Mike Hutchins)

basement wouldn't run out of gas. (Photo courtesy of Ron Schmick)

Bricf ...

grabbed her arm, according to
state police at Lykens.

High school harassment

-HALIFAX TWP. - Justin
Bender, 18, and Craig Babins-
ki, 18, were engaged in a ver-
bal argument at Halifax Area
High School when Bender
reached into Babinski's vehi-
cle and struck him, Jan. 22,
state police at Lykens said.

Bender was charged with
harassment.

DUI charged
BERRYSBURG - Andrew
Adams, 31, of Millersburg was
charged with driving under
the i 7 ~ace J~~ "4 as #h»
resui. wi o trati.c oudp, Slawe

T acce

DUI

UPPER PAXTON TWP -
Dennis Chandler, 28, of
Millersburg was charged with
driving under the influence
Jan. 28 as a result of a traffic
stop at state Route 25 and
Etzweiler Road, state police at
Lykens said.

DUI

HALIFAX TWP. - Jeff Todd
Bowman, 41, of Halifax was
charged with driving under
the influence, careless driving
and driving under suspension
Jan. 27 on state Route 147
near the Halifax Plaza,

T T tos Yolice
4—..<—AD-¢D

pulled loose from its foundation by flood waters that rav-

Continued from Page Al

Police seek person
shot window

MILLERSBURG - State

police at Lykens are seeking
the unknown person who shot
a window in the home of Lynn
Dockey, 133 N. Stone Road,
with a pellet gun, Jan. 28 at 9
p.m. .

Anyone with information is

asked to call police at 362-
8700

(Information in "Tri-County

Brief” is obtained from law-
enforcement and court agencies
in the Sentinel’s coverage area.
“~whois ' ‘- "as ha - -
been w.rested is viesumed innv-
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weight of a borough authority
truck, police officer Timothy
Gruber said.

Investigation showed the
flood waters had washed out
the ground beneath portions
of the road.

Meanwhile, only authorized
borough, authority and emer-
gency personnel will be
allowed in the park, Gruber
said.

The park is closed and off-
limits to all others, and any
unauthorized person found in
thedpark will be arrested, he
said. ,

Power of Ice Floes

Two Sentinel reporters were
allowed to view the wreckage
of the MYO with the escort of
Gruber.

Those people familiar with
the MYO ballpark should
envision the flood's waterline
up to first base.

The MYO playground looks
as though a giant was on a
rampage.

The amazing power of the
ice sheets was displayed best
by the wreckage from the for-
mer playground and pavilions,
and the appearance of huge
trees and logs that have been
dropped and draped on the
former grassland and interwo-
ven among the park's trees.

A swing set was pulled from
the ground with cement bases
still on the posts, twisted and
rung like a scrub rag and then
discarded on the ground some
8 to 10 feet from its original
position.

Posts of other swing sets
were bent 6-feet above the
ground, where ice floes gave
them a karate chop in pass-
ing.

The wooden merry-go-round
was smashed down with a
heavy fist, while the metal
mevry-go-round and its
cement pillar were lifted out
of the ground and intermin-
gled with tree limbs and other
debris.

Park trees 30 to 40 feet
from the riverbank carry scars
on their trunks up to 6-feet
above the ground, where the
incoming floes scraped the
bark from the trees.

"The ice took a good quanti-
ty of bark off some trees,” and.
he is not sure just what effect
this may have on them, Bul-
lock said. .

The borough had 30 picnic
tables under the park pavil-
ions, said Streets Supervisor
George Fry.

"The ones we have left,
there isn't much to them," he
said.

There are only seven left,
and they show varying deg-
rees of destruction. One still
has a large tree limb inter-
twined through it.

‘The pavilions have lost sup-
porting posts. One pavilion is
missing three posts, while
another escaped with the loss
of only one post.

The "lower" unpaved road
under the railroad bridge
which accesses the MYO area
may have been partially
washed away. It had not been
examined because it still was
covered with water (as of Jan.
25), Bullock said. )

The cement abutments
installed by the National
Guard last year in anticipa-
tion of rebuilding the swing-

ing bridge do not appear to be
damaged, he said.

One Man's Treasure
Becomes Another’s Junk
The Susquehanna River
still rushes menacingly past

the park, growling as it car-

ries unknown articles of loot
from one bewildered town,
only to contemptuously toss
them aside on the shores of
another weary weather-
wracked city.

Among the broken relics in
the park are unidentifiable
pieces of junk vomited up by
the river and left there when
it retreated to turn its atten-
tion southward.

A small bush quivers under

the weight of a carelessly
flung, torn air-conditioner
cover, like a bent old woman
huddled within her shawl.

George Washington winks

_his eye from an other wise

muddy quarter half-hidden in
the silt, and quickly is
snr‘xtched'up by a passer-by.

adorning it festively for the
holidays.

Trying To Restore
Some Order X
Meanwhile, borough emp-
loyees are working to make
the paved road passable. The
washed-out portions are being
filled with stone.

January has been demand-
ing relentlessly of borough
employees, among others. .

"We haven't had a weekend
off since Christmas,” Fry said.

No one knows when the
park may be opened. The bor-
ough has "not begun to look at
a time frame,” Mayor Marlin
Wilt said.

Some of the factors that
would affect when it opens are
if, and how much, financial
help and workers the borough
may be able to get in order to
restore the park to limited
use, Bullock said.

It would be difficult to hire
workers to clean up the park,
considering the amount of
money the borough has
expended on snow removal
recently, he said.

Perhaps the borough may
be able to get'some work-

release inmates from the
county to help, but that idea is
still in a formative stage, he
said. :

Ferryboats Received

Some Damage
The Millersburg ferryboats
did receive some damage from
the ice and flood, but the fer-
ryboat association has been
unable to determine how
much damage at this time,
according to Paula Young,
operations manager for the

association. N :

The pillars on which the fer-
ryboats sat have been washed
away. Due to the high waters,
association officials are not
sure if the ferry wall is still
there or if it has been washed
‘away also.

They believe that some of

- the landing ared has been

washed away, Youns said,
"We are assuming thge

17/,,_

Continued fro:

fortunate” in that the
plant at the MYO did
tain any damage, acc
Jere Troutman, a:
manager.

There was "a little |
the pump house wk
mopped out. The au
was "very lucky,” Tre
said. )

MYO Histor~,
‘Effective Jan. 1, @ |
borough leased 38 a. ’
the Pennsylvania Rail
one year at a cost of
lock said. i
Volunteers built t!
that goes under the )
bridge, and groups
funds. S

The park officiall” ®
Sept. 3, 1920, and "
agreement was contir
nine years. .

{
- In 1929 a committc S
ing the Millersburg L
Millersburg Motor ¢l
tiated with the ra '
purchase the land iv
ough park at a cost of

An octagon-shap
pavilion was erected «
well-known "big banc
the Harrisburg are -
there. The lumbe:
pavilion was planed a:
mer Sheetz Lum

Millersburg, Bullock
The building later
skating rink, and a
used for basketball -
the local high school.-

\;

In March 1920, pla

begun for the constr

the suspension brid |

was destroyed in _;
flood, he said.

The bridge constn' \‘
overseen by Ralph
Miller of Millersburg.

“I understand that
bridge-builder by tr..
lock said.

The loss of the pa’”
event, "not only bec
history” but because-
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MILLERSBURG - The Tri-
County Regional Planning
Commission has completed
the final draft of the Susque-
hanna River Conservation
Plan and will hold a public

hearing at the Millersburg

[

Borough Building, 101 West
St. at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 27.

A brief discussion of the
plan and a slide presentation
will take place at the meeting.

Area residents are urged to
take time to go to the meeting
and support the municipality
or group in the development of
future conservation and recre-
ation projects. The public
hearing will be the last chance
to discuss any final concerns
and changes to the plan.

A few of the projects pro-
posed in the plan include:
Regional, intermunicipal and
local planning; Halifax Bor-
ough Riverfront Park Plan;
Millersburg Borough Park
Beautification Plan; Millers-
burg ferry boat-landing access
design and construction; coal
barge removal in Millersburg;
river access planning; Tall
Timbers Trail "Canal Tow
Path” completion design and
maintenance; streambank sta-
bilization; Halifax Twp. park
land acquisition and park
design and construction activi-
ties; River Corridor Study
Committee; River Access
Study; regional and/or munici-
pal conservation educational
planning; Riparian Buffer
Development Study; Riverside
Greenway Plan and Susque-
hanna River Island Water
Trail.

Contact Tina Fackler at
234-2639 for plan or meeting
information.

Sarah Lepley

‘Meals on Wheels’
program is spared

B BY LOUISE JAMES
Staff Writer

The Millersburg Meals on
Wheels program, which was
reported to be in danger of
being discontinued (Sentinel
Nov. 25), has been saved.

Meals on Wheels is a volun-
teer program sponsored by
Dauphin County's Area Agen-
cy on Aging, which provides
the hot meals that volunteers
deliver to senior citizens five
days a week.

Millersburg had a volunteer
shortage which had placed the
local program in jeopardy.

Della Dietrich, who has

accepted the volunteer posi-
tion of coordinator for Millers-
burg's Meals on Wheels, said
the program definitely will
continue.

Coordinators keep track of
the people who are scheduled
to receive meals and of the
volunteers who will deliver
the meals.

Dietrich said Helen Klinger
has accepted the position of
assistant coordinator.

In addition, there were a lot,
of responses to the need for
people to deliver the meals,
Dietrich said.

The program now is in good
shape, she said.

Sentinel

I’sWhere the News Is! (692-4737)

3 are named
to Honor Roll

HARRISBURG - Three
area students attending Har-
risburg Christian School have
been named to the first mark-
Ing period Honor Roll.

Amanda Baer, daughter of

\, the Rev. and Mrs. Robert Baer

of Halifax, earned ninth-grade

. honors. Rebecca and Matthew

Kocher, children of Mr. and
Mrs. Ben Kocher of Millers-
burg, earned high honors for
eighth and seventh grade,
respectively.

{

SIMEON UNITED LUTHERAN

CHURCH OF GRATZ
Wishes To Thank The 1997
Sponsors Of Its Radio Ministry,
"The Voice Of Simeon"
Reed's Inn
Kocher's IGA
Don's Food Rite
Hoffman's Hatchery
Deppen's Farm, Inc.
Ray's Front End Shop
Hoover Funeral Homes
C. Sitlinger & Sons
Lykens Valley Roller Mills
"The Voice Of Simeon," A Weekly Broadcast Of
The Worship Service From Simeon United
Lutheran Church In Gratz, Can Be Heard Each
Sunday At 7:00 AM. On LOVE-99 FM.

(s oun c{suﬁ
cuzc[ nza/cérz
cmc{, ste. L

to /zs[]z you

’

e
¢




letwork of
scenic vvater4

¢

trails planned

Boaters to reap the benefits
of the new statewide 1n1t1at1ve

The Pennsylvania Fish and
Boat Commission has a new out-
look on the state’s flowing waters.

Not only are they viewed as liv-
ing, breathing, fish-holding eco-
systems,. but also as recreational
trails that can provide unique win-
dows into the heart and soul of
Pennsylvania’s history.

The PFBC this week launched
a new initiative to- develop. a
statewide network of scenic
water trails.

“The benefit is going to be for
the general recreationist,” said
Dan Tredinnick, a PFBC spokes-
man. “What we’re going to do is
gather all different types of in-
formation about the specific
water trails into one package,
which will be made available to
the public.”

Boating is an increasingly popu-
lar form of outdoor recreation in
Pennsylvania, with the number of
boating registrations climbing 32
percentover the past decade.

There are currently 340,000
power boats registered in Penn-
sylvania.

According to a census survey,
about 2.5 million state residents
take to the water on boats each
year, and nearly 15 percent of all
households own some type of wa-
tercraft.

Boating annually generates
more than $1.7 billion for Pennsyl-
vania’'s economy.

“By developing a network of
water trails, the commission will
increase this economic impact
while meeting the %owmg de-
mand for enhanced boating and
outdoor experiences,” said PFBC
Executive Director Peter A. Co-
langelo. “Most importantly,
water trails will provide an oppor-
tunity for participants to inti-
mately connect with the common-
wealth’snatural resources.”

Promoting the state’s water-

P

P.J.
REILLY

Woods and
Waters

ways as water trails is a new ap-

proach for the commission. Tradi-

tionally, the commission provides
general information on all of the
state’s 53,000 miles of flowing wa-
terways.

Under the water-trail initia-
tive, the commission will provide
specific information about desig-
nated water trails, including di-
rections to trail “heads” — boat
launch and take-out points — and
background about the scenic, his-
toric and geologic points of inter-
est alongthe way.

You'll also get information

about fishing, wildlife watching
" and camping. ’

“All of this information is avail-
able now, but a person would have
to- go to several different state
agencies to collect it all for a par-
ticular river or stream,” Tredin-

nick said. “We’re planning to pull
all of those agencies together and

pool our information.

“It’s a more efficient use of re-
sources that are already avail-
able.”

The PFBC got the idea for the
scenic water trails from a project
that will likely produce the first
designated water trail in the
state, because its development is
already underway.

By next spring, the Alliance for
the Chesapeake Bay plans to have
informational maps and signposts
ready for the 25-mile Susquehan-
nalsland Trail.

The “trail” will extend from
Halifax downriver to City Island
in Harrisburg, and will connect 10

The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission plans to ti
“with information and maps to lead them on self-guide
Overlook, could be the first designated water trail.

islands along that course which
are owned by the state Depart-

ment of Conservation and Natural -

Resources (DCNR).

There are other islands in that
area, but they are not all owned by
DCNR.

“The map will tell people
which islands are owned by
DCNR and which ones are private
property and which ones are
owned by the game commission,”
said Tom Ford, PFBC aquatic re-
sources coordinator. “Basically,
unless it’s posted otherwise, -you
can explore and camp out on the
DCNR islands.

“We’d encourage ‘leave no
trace’ camping, and ask folks to
packout everything they take in.”

The trail information will de-
scribe the different types of wild-
life adventurers can expect to en-
counter, significant historical
features, interesting geological
formations and public access
points.

“There are so many neat thmgs

that can be interpreted,” said
Ford.
The PFBC has recewed a

$5,000 federal grant for the first
phase of its water trails project.
And the agency will invest an ad-
ditional $5,000 of its own money to
research and designate a state
water trail network, develop proj-

“ect costs and identify information,

signage and infrastructure needs.

Initially, the PFBC will proba- -

bly designate one major water
trail in each of the state’s six re-
gions.

“That will allow us
word out about the w: ~
the public, and we ca
dle on what works ana -
missing,” said Tredinn:

Establishment of
water trails is still
years away. “We nee. -
how much this is all g
and where the mone~ .
come from,” he said.

The PFBC hopesto
tary and/or infrastruc
tions from the municir
vate entities that wil
?enefit from the watc

ic.

But Tredinnick saic
mission recognizes ‘-
likely bear the lion’s
project costs.

The PFBC is fundec
through the sale of -
censes and boat r¢
Money for the water .
likely come from the bc
 Ultimately, the PF?
designate a numbel
trails throughoutthes

A series of promoti
cations will then be de
provide information ¢
themselves, and othe:
opportunities in the
eachftrail.

Some trails will be
ward use by canoeis
akers, but most will i
for multiple uses.and
modate powerboats.
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Intelligencer Journal photo by Barry Zecher

1 ylvania Fish and Boat Commission plans to turn rivers and streams across the state into “water trails” by providing boaters

ormation and maps to lead them on self-guided tours.
'k, could be the first designated water trail.

a ng that course which
leu by the state Depart-
Conservation and Natural
€ ‘DCNR).

: e other islands in that
t wuey arenot all owned by

ap will tell people
it inds are owned by
n. which ones are private
r and which ones are
¥y the game commission,”
a1 ord, PFBC aquatic re-
¢« ordinator. “Basically,
’s posted otherwise, you
.ore and camp out on the
1 uds. ‘

‘ncourage ‘leave no
amping, and ask folks to
everything they takein.”
% . information will de-
i€ 'ifferent types of wild-
nuurers can expect to en-

significant historical
., nteresting geological
r and public access

2 are so many neat things
1 “e interpreted,” said

2. 3C has received a
:deral grant for the first
i*~ water trails project.
a ncy will invest an ad-
iL,.00 of its own money to

and designate a state
1i network, develop proj-
& lidentify information,
I infrastructure needs.
Yy, the PFBC will proba-
Inate one major water
a 1 of the state’s six re-

“That will allow us to get the
word out about the water trails to
the public, and we can get a han-
dle on what works and what we're
missing,” said Tredinnick.

A section of the Susquehanna River, pictured above from the Pinnacle

3
!

Establishment of those first - *

water trails is still about two
years away. “We need to find out
how much this is all going to cost

and where the money’s going to

come from,” he said.

The PFBC hopes to draw mone-
tary and/or infrastructure dona-
tions from the municipal and pri-
vate entities that will ultimately
?enefit from the water trail traf-

ic.

But Tredinnick said the com-
mission recognizes that it will
likely bear the lion’s share of the
project costs.

The PFBC is funded primarily
through the sale of fishing li-
censes and boat registrations.
Money for the water trails will
likely come from the boat fund.

Ultimately, the PFBC plans to
designate a number of water
trails throughout the state.

A series of promotional publi-
cations will then be developed to
provide information on the trails
themselves, and other recreation
opportunities in the vicinity of
each trail.

Some trails will be geared to-
ward use by canoeists and kay-
akers, but most will be designed

for multiple uses and to accom-

modate powerboats.
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Lt %Stretch of river north of Hamsburg in process

of becommg better known to visitors. and protected

.....

One of the most
beautlful areas of Pennsylvama lies
just north of Harrisburg, where the
Susquehanna River has carved gaps

through the ridges we know as Blue,

Second and Peters mountam_s

Thotigh long familiar to fishermen
and duck hunters, this stretch of river
is diunderutilized recreational asset.
But it is in the process of becoming
better known and more visitor friend-
ly for those who want to see it up close
and,: personal from the river itself.

The: establishment of the Susque-

hani& River Trail, which stretches 24

mileé§from Halifax in the north to City
Island in the south and encompasses

numerous islands, represents formal .

recggn;tlon of the beauty and recrea-
tional appeal of the area.

The river trail, the first in Pennsyl-
vaniarand first on the Susquehanna,
shduld serve to help popularize the
river‘and garner increased public sup-
port for its protection and that of the
creatures that call it home.

That’s in line with the trail’s orga-
nizers stated objective: “To promote
environmentally responsible recrea-
tion; on the Susquehanna River and
her mj_s_}ands and to encourage greater
resojirce awareness, stewardship and

conSErvatlon by river users.”
l " :

The trailisa partnershlp of the Alli-

ance for the Chesapeake Bay, City of :

Harrisburg, state Department of Con-
servation and Natural ‘Resources,
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commis-
sion and Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion, all of which are to be commend-

"ed for their part1c1pat1on in th1s

worthy effort.

One of the mam cha]lenges facmg N

the management of the trail, as its or-
ganizers well recognize, will be ensur-
ing that the fragile environment of the

islands doesn’t suffer at the hands of
users. Trail guidelines are intended to |

ensure a minimal impact, but the trail
project recognizes human-waste dis-
posal poses a part1cu1ar challenge on
the islands and is exploring dlfferent
options and technologies.

Portable bathroom facilities are pro-
vided at the three Fish and Boat Com-
mission-operated trail head and boat-
launching sites at Amity Hall, Fort
Hunter and north of Halifax.

The Susquehanna Rail Trail is an
outstanding example of taking a long-
overlooked and neglected environ-
mental and recreational resource and
giving it an identity that introduces it
to the public in a way that wasn’t
widely known before.

Other stretches of Pennsylvania wa-
terways are surely worthy of similar
attention.
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Appendix VI - Project Stakeholders
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RESOLUTIONNO. 98- &

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN

SUPPORTING THE SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN AND LISTING THE
FOLLOWING SEGMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA RIVER FROM THE NORTHERN
BOUNDARY LINE OF DAUPHIN COUNTY TO AND INCLUDING REED TOWNSHIP ON
THE PENNSYLVANIA RIVERS CONSERVATION REGISTRY.

WHEREAS, The Dauphin County Conservation District recognizes the importance of
conserving the Susquehanna River to foster the quality of life in Dauphin County, and

WHEREAS, thc Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources, Division of Conservation Partnerships (PA DCNR), has established a “Pennsylvania
Rivers Conservation Registry”; and

WHEREAS, the County of Dauphin has completed a2 Susquehanna River Conservation Plan for
the Susquehanna River which contains a number of conservation recommendations suitable for
implementation, development or acquisition in and throughout the, above noted, Susquehanna
River Corridor, and

WHEREAS, the Susquehanna River Conservation Plan has been reviewed and found acceptable
by the Dauphin County Conservation District, and

WHEREAS, The Dauphin County Conservation District does endorse the Susguehanna River
Conservation Plan, and will endeavor to take appropriate action to implement its
recommendations.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Dauphin County Conservation District requests that the nver segment
defined above be listed on the Pennsylvania Rivers Conservation Registry.

RESOLVED THIS _& ThDAYOF é,jg@ Yyl , 1998.

Day Month
President, Board of Directors
ATTEST: .

Secretary
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RESOLUTION NO. 98-
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN

SUPPORTING THE SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN AND LISTING THE
FOLLOWING SEGMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA RIVER FROM THE NORTHERN
BOUNDARY LINE OF DAUPHIN COUNTY TO AND INCLUDING REED TOWNSHIP ON
THE PENNSYLVANIA RIVERS CONSERVATION REGISTRY.

WHEREAS, Halifax Borough Council recognizes the importance of conserving the Susquehanna
River to foster the quality of life in Halifax Borough, and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources, Division of Conservation Partnerships (PA DCNR), has established a “Pennsylvania
Rivers Conservation Registry”; and

WHEREAS, the County of Dauphin has completed a Susquehanna River Conservation Plan for
the Susquehanna River which contains a number of conservation recommendations suitable for
implementation, development or acquisition in and throughout the entire Susquehanna River
Corridor, and

WHEREAS, the Susquehanna River Conservation Plan has been reviewed and found acceptable
by the Halifax Borough Council, and

WHEREAS, Halifax Borough does endorse the Susquehanna River Conservation Plan, and will
endeavor to take appropriate action to implement its recommendations.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Halifax Borough Council requests that the river segment defined
above be listed on the Pennsylvania Rivers Conservation Registry.

RESOLVED THIS Q Th DAY OF /’/) rt / , 1998.
Day Month

w,&%——-

Halifax Berough Council, I{ﬁident

Ao W) “/@M»L ‘

Goverying Body ember

ﬁ//ﬁvé—/—

Gq)@gnfﬁ ‘Hlo‘d/'cmber

) o

Halifax Borough Secretary
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RESOLUTION NO. 98- 10
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN

SUPPORTING THE SUSQUEHANNA RIVER CONSERVATION PLAN AND LISTING THE
FOLLOWING SEGMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA RIVER FROM THE NORTHERN
BOUNDARY LINE OF DAUPHIN COUNTY TO AND INCLUDING REED TOWNSHIP ON
THE PENNSYLVANIA RIVERS CONSERVATION REGISTRY.

WHEREAS, the Dauphin County Board of Commissioners recognize the importance of
conserving the Susquehanna River to foster the quality of life in the river area, and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources, Division of Conservation Partnerships (PA DCNR), has established a “Pennsylvania
Rivers Conservation Registry”; and

WHEREAS, the County of Dauphin has completed a Susquehanna River Conservation Plan for
the Susquehanna River which contains a number of conservation recommendations suitable for
implementation, development or acquisition in and throughout the Susquehanna River Corridor
(in the segment noted above), and

WHEREAS, the Susquehanna River Conservation Plan has been reviewed and found acceptable
by the Dauphin County Board of Commissioners, and

WHEREAS, the Dauphin County Board of Commissioners endorse the Susquehanna River
Conservation Plan, and will endeavor to take appropriate action to implement its
recommendations.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Dauphin County Board of Commissioners requests that the river
segment defined above be listed on the Pennsylvania Rivers Conservation Registry.

RESOLVED THIS 4 Y " pay oF_/A0ri | 1998,

Day Month

Thames E. Washic, Chief Conty Adm. /Chief Clerk
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