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Potential Funding Sources

Development of a greenway and trails
network can be costly and may require
long-term implementation strategies that
tap into avariety of federal, state, local,
and other various sources. Funding
programs and sources are commonly
designed to conserve natural resources,
develop recreational and passive trails,
create alternative modes of
transportation and transportation
improvements, interpret and/or restore
and protect historic and cultural
resources, protect environmentally
sensitive species and restore and enhance
opportunties for green infrastructure.
The funding chapter provides examples
of these types of funding sources with
contact information.

It iscritical that any funding strategy, one
which of course works best for al parties
involved, should try to leverage some
local resourcesaswell. Non profit and
private foundations within communities
and regionally are important sources of
funding that should not be disregarded
when pulling together funding strategies.
Private-public partnerships aswell asin-
kind and cash contributions from local
businesses and stakeholders within the
community is highly recommended.

Most grants are looked upon much more
favorable and scored higher with a greater
chance of being awarded the funds when
there are multiple partnersinvolved.

WWW.CO.centre.pa.us
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“ Connecting our people, our communities, and our environment with
Greenways and Trails’

CENTRE COUNTY RECREATION & GREENWAY PLAN
Executive Summary

This project was funded in part by a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources—Bureau of Recreation and Conservation and the Centre County Commissioners.

The Plan was prepared by the Centre County Office of Planning & Community Development August 2009
and a joint initiative of the Centre County Commissioners and the Centre County Planning Commission




Mural Borough of Millheim

Greenwaysand Trailsare
developed by:

Public Participation
Greenway Steering
Committee
Key Person Interviews
Surveys
Public Meetings

These sites below have the
potential to provide local heri-
tage for greenway and trail users

Historic Iron Furnacesin
Centre County

Bellefonte Furnace
Centre Furnace
Cold Stream Furnace
Curtin Iron Works
Hannah Furnace
Harmony Forge
Hecla Furnace
Howard Iron Works
Julian Furnace

10. Logan Furnace

11. Martha Furnace

12. Milesburg Furnace

13. Pennsylvania Furnace

14. Plumbe Forge

15. Rock Iron Works

16. Scotialron Works

17. Turner Iron Works

18. Tussey Furnace

19. Valentine & Thomas Iron

Works
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By linking open
spaces we can
achieve a whole that
is better than the sum
of the parts—
William Whyte, The
Last Landscape, 1968

What Is a Greenway Plan?

Pennsylvania's Greenways
Program was launched in
August 2001 with the
completion of a statewide
greenways action plan,
"Pennsylvania's Greenways - An
Action Plan for Creating
Connections." The Governor
amended Executive Order
1998-3 identifying the
Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural
Resources (DCNR) asthe
lead agency responsible for
Action Plan implementation.
The state has funded (with
matching monies)
approximately forty
committed, ongoing, and
completed plans throughout
the Commonwealth.
Greenways will become one
of the Commonwealth's most
powerful tools to achieve
sustai nable growth and
livable communities.

Centre County, following
this direction and with
funding from the DCNR and
the Centre County Board of
Commissioners, prepared the
first Countywide Greenway

& Recrestion Plan in 2009.
This Executive Summary
highlights important aspects
of the plan.

A greenway is acorridor of
open space. Greenways vary
greatly in scale; from narrow
ribbons of green that run
through urban, suburban, and
rural areas; to wider corridors
that incorporate diverse
natural, cultural, and scenic
features. They can
incorporate both public and
private property, and can be
land-or water-based. They
may follow old railways,
canals, or ridge tops, or they
may follow stream corridors,
shorelines, or wetlands, and
include water trails for non-
motorized craft. Some
greenways are recreational
corridors or scenic byways
that may accommodate
motorized or non-motorized
vehicles. Others function
almost exclusively for
environmental protection and
are not designed for human

passage.

Historic Schoolhouse—Black
Moshannon State Park

Viaduct bridge along Snow Shoe
Rail Trail

Vision and Goals of

VISION STATEMENT
Centre County isamodel of
resource conservation and
outdoor recreation in central
Pennsylvania. The abundant
natural and cultural
resources, rural landscape,
access to public lands,
municipa parks, and an
interconnected system of
greenways and trails serve as
the foundation for improved
quality of life for the people
who live, work, and visit
Centre County.

the Greenway Plan

GOALSOF THE
RECREATION &
GREENWAY PLAN

1. Utilize information and tools
from the Greenway Plan for
recreation planning to link
communities, parks, schools,
natural areas, and historic sites

2. Establish links to future
Greenway networks and
facilitiesin surrounding
counties.

3. Identify specific locations
for wildlife viewing, scenic
views and viewsheds, and areas
of historic significance

4. Guide feasibility studies
and implementation that may
develop out of
recommendations of the
Greenway Plan

5. Ensure consistency with

the Centre Count

Comprehensive Plan and

Eluture Growth Management
an.

Former Railroad Right-of-way - Gregg
Township—Demonstration Corridor

Recreation & Greenway Plan

Recreation Corridor Demonstration Project

The Lewisburg to Tyrone
Railroad Recreation
Corridor is proposed to
connect the village of
Lemont (College Township)
east through Penns Valley to
Ingleby, Haines Township
or aternatively, the village
of Ingleby west to the
village of Lemont and into
the hub of State College.

Thelong-term goal for this
corridor would be to have a
multi-use trail throughout
the entire 26.3 miles offering
residents and visitors a

wealth of recreational
experiences throughout the
corridor and connections to
nearby towns and villages.
A more specific look at this
recreation corridor will
focus near the village of
Soring Millsin Gregg
Township, where a group of
local officials (Planning
Commission and Township
Supervisors) have been
proactively obtaining
easements along this
abandoned rail alignment for
the purposes of future trail
development.

The landscape varies greatly
throughout the entire
corridor. By utilizing
Geographic Information
Systems (GIS), staff were
abletolook at the entire
corridor parcel-by-parcel.
The County updated the GIS
land use layer in 2009, and
thislayer served to identify
the land use along the entire
26.3 mile corridor. Critical
natural features were
identified as well aslinksto
other recreation
opportunities and historic
and cultural resources.

Demonstration Seament—Sprina Mills Section
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Conservation Corridor Prioritization

Exceptional Priority
Corridors: 1 to 3 years

The prioritization of the
Conservation Corridorsis

put forward as a guide for Spring Creek
the County, municipalities, Penns Creek
non profits, and other Bald Eagle Creek
interested stakeholders to Beech Creek

assist in directing efforts
towards establishing
greenways. Based on the

Significant Priority
Corridors: 3 to 5 years

final ranking chart described Pine Creek

within the plan, Black Moshannon
implementation of the C_r eck L

Chapter 3 recommendations Little Fishing Creek
for the Conservation West Branch .
Corridors are prioritized as fliJcslr(qLIJ?e:r?nna River
Exceptional, Significant, Slab Cabin Run

High, and Medium Priority.

Elk Creek

Roaring Run (Centre
Region)

Wallace Run

Buffalo Run

High Priority

Corridors: 5 to 7 years
Galbraith Gap Run
Logan Branch
Moshannon Creek
Panther Run
Roaring Run (Penns
Valley
Sinking Creek
Cold Stream
Spruce Creek

Spruce Creek
Yost Run

Medium Priority
Corridors:5 to 7 years

Big Fill Run
Black Bear Run
Laurel Run
Marsh Creek
Musser Gap
Nittany Creek
Six Mile Run
Cedar Run

Recreation Corridors

Recreation Corridors: Length Comparison in miles

Mid-State Trail

Chuck Keiper Trail i

Allegheny Front Trail i

Snow Shoe Rail Trail |

Glen IrontoMcCalls Dam/Canal Tour )

P enns Valley Rail Trail i

Brick Town Trail/Beech Creek ) ]

Sandy Ridge Railroad Spur
Houtzdale Line Rail Trail |
BCRT/SSRT Phililpsburg |
Spring Mills/Krislund Camp i

Mid-State to Greenwood

SSRT Ext/Wallaceton 7:|

M id-State to Whipple Dam 7:|
Orvistonto Romola/SSRT to Bloody Skillet 7:|
Blue Ball Gap/Scotia Link 7:|

Mid-State to Colyer Lake

BCRT to Arboretum/Zerbyto Zerby Gap

—
Salt Lick Trail/PV School Link []
—
Musser Link/Mid-State to Woodward [

I}

Detweiler/P atton Woods

0 10 20 30

40 50 60 70

80 90 100

Existing and potential greenway recreation corridors are inventoried, analyzed, and described in detail in Chapter 3 —
“Assembling the Greenway Network”. This process included a detailed documentation of each existing and/or proposed
corridor along with recommendations for further expanding and devel opment of the proposed recreation corridors. The
proposed configuration of recreation corridors provide alternative, environmentally friendly transportation options for
residents and visitors. The recreation corridors include shared use paths and foot paths (pedestrian only) connections.

Wild Orchid

For bicycle and pedes-
trian facilities to be
truly functional as
routes between work,
home, school, libraries,
parks and shopping
areas, they must be part
of an interconnected
network.—Amanda
Eaken and Joshua
Hart, Tunnels on
Trails: A Study of 78
Tunnels on 36 Trails in
the United States,
2001

Benefits of Recreation & Greenways

No other conservation
initiative provides so many

; ecological, economic, and
Wl quality of life benefitsto the
communities that create

them. Greenways not only
protect environmentally
significant land and native
plants and animals, but also
they link people with the
natural world and outdoor
recreational opportunities.
Recreation and Greenways

+ provide connectivity

between municipalities and
promote healthier lifestyles
and stronger connectionsto

historic places. Greenways
can also:

Create local economic
development partnerships

. Build new partnerships
within communities

Create connections
through our neighboring six (6)
counties

Address the growing
obesity problem in America

Sustain our environment
for future generations

Provide vegetation buffers
to protect water Tesources from
non-point source pollution

Provide opportunitiesto
rotect and mange wildlife,
orest, and ecological systems

" Protect and preserve rural
and farmland legacy of
communities

Offer dternatives to
automotive transportation

Create educational
or)portunl ties outside the
classroom

Provide recreational
opportunities for families that
foster heath and wellness

Enhance surrounding
property values

Stimulate tourism
Preserve biodiversity
Direct and guide growth

BicyclePa Route V—Heading
East on Pa Route 192 in
Centre County near the Union

County line

Types of Corridors identified within the plan

Conservation
Corridors

Conservation corridors are
linear corridors that are
ecologically important.
Their primary function is,
preservation of sensitive
habitats and environmental
features such as: wetlands,
natural heritage inventory
sites, high quality and
exceptional value streams,
riparian buffers, and steep
slopes and ridges. These
types of corridorstypically
are used for passive
recreation, for their aesthetic
value and/or for low impact
recreation such as hiking,
kayaking, birding, and
photographing wildlife.
Mountain biking,
snowmobiling, horseback
riding, and ATV use would
be discouragedin a
Conservation Corridor.
Thirty two (32) corridors
were identified within
Centre County, most of
which provide connectivity
to surrounding counties.

Recreation

Corridors

Recreation corridors are
defined as corridors where
trail development is
suggested, either land or
water-based. Thesetrails
provide the opportunities
such as: walking, hiking,
biking, canoeing, kayaking,
fishing, horseback riding,
sightseeing, wildlife
watching, snowmobiling,
and ATV use. Recreation
corridors connect people to
places. Within the county
these corridors link what we
have defined as hubs
(boroughs, downtowns,
historic sites, parks, and
recreations areas) to
destinations that can be
recreational, educational,
cultural and historica in
nature. Recreation corridors
provide alternative and safe
modes of transportation for
residents and tourists. Ina
few instances recreation
corridors overlap with
conservation corridors
identified for low-impact
use such as canoeing/
kayaking, fishing, and
wildlife viewing.

There may be afeasible
recreation corridor
suggested adjacent to a
stream, but only if no
adverse environmental
impacts would result.
Twenty nine (29) proposed
recreation corridors include:
existing designated trails,
proposed trails, historic
destinations, abandoned
railroad and canal routes,
streams, state park and state
forest lands. The recreation
corridors identified provide
connectivity to many
neighboring counties.
Transportation
Corridors

Transportation Corridors
within the County are
identified aslinear corridors
that include PA Bike Routes
(PennDOT) and suggested
scenic and thematic driving
tours. Each of the
designated routes provides a
connection to either
Cameron, Clearfield,
Clinton, Huntingdon,
Mifflin and/or Union
counties.




CENIRE COUNI1Y Recreation & Greenway Flan: All Corridor lypes Countywide

Greenways L 1 J/ N—
C7 - Spring Creek Canyon Greenway ﬂ -

C18 « West Branch Susquehanna River Greenway
230 - Halfrnoon Wildlife Corrldor Greemway

C31 - Muszer Gap Greenway

R2 - Lewisburg and Tyrone Railroad Greenway
R10 - Bellefonte Central Rail Trail Greemsay -
R11 - Bald Eagle and Spring Creek Havigation Canal Greenway
RA7 - Snenes Shee Rail Trail Greenway

T3 - Elk Scenic Drive

Conservation Corridors L
C1 - Penns Creek

€2 - Pine Creek

L3 - Elk Creek

4 - Sinking Creek

C5 - Rearlng Fun (Penms Valley Reglon
L6 = Spring Creak

CE - BulTalo Ruin

C% - Little Fishing Creek

€10 - Lopan Branch

C11 - Cadar Run

C12 - Lick Run

£13 - Hittany Cresk

C14 - Bald Eagle Creek

C15 - Beech Creek

C16 - Marsh Creek

C17 - Wallace Run

€1% - Black Moshannon Cresk

T30 - Mochannon Sreek

£21 - Yast Bun

CF3 - Panther Kun

C23 - Big Fill Run

C24 - Black Bear Pun

25 - Cold Stream

C26 - Six Mile Run

CZET - Lawrel Fun

28 - Spruce Creek,

C2% - Slab Cabin fun

L3 - Roaring Run (Centre Region)
£33 - Gailbraith Gap

) iy T

Regreatian Corridors [ |
R3 - Blue Ball Gap
Fd - Poe Padkdy (o Glen Iron Lo McCall Dam State Fark
RE - #id State Trail bo ‘Weodwand
R - Sgarieg Ml to Brislune Camg
R - Spring Mills to Penns Valley Schools
RE - Lerby to Wildcat Gap
R# - Colyer Lake to Tussey Mountain
R12 = Brick Town Tradl
R13 - Oreiston to Romola
R4 - Salt Lick Run Trail
R15 - Enow Shoe Rail Trall Extension East
Ri6 = Chuck Keiper Trail
18 - Enow Shos Rail Trail Extension West
R19 - Allegheny Fromt Trail
R0 - shanconed Rail Line Trom Samdy Riddae Lo Osceola shills
F21 - Winburne oo Wallaceton
R22 - Osceala Mills 1o Houtzdale
R23 - Big Fill Fun/abandoned rail line

24 = Patton Woods!Haugh Farm
R4 - srboretum Section of the Bellefonte Central Bail Trail
R2E - Muisser Gap Greemway Comrsecion
R27 - Connect te Gamelands 175 via Railroad Grade
R28 - Connection to 'Whipple Dam State Park
R29 - Connection to Debweller Hatural Araa
R30 - tid State Trail to Colyer Lake

Transportation Corridors Il

T1 - art Thrives on 45

TZ - PA Bicycle Route G

T3 - B Bicycls Roube

T4 - Proposed Driving Tour Botwieen hatcheries

TE - Preposed Historic/5cenic Drive near Penns Cawe

T6 - Ballefonbe Wialking Tour

T7 - Prepased Driving Tour from Wingate to Black soshannon

T% - Fropased Driving Tour to Qushanna

T1d - Connection from Boute 53 to FA Bicycle Route Y

T11 = Philipsbura Walking Tour

T12 - Propeosesd Ditvig Tounr Teoem Philipsburg o Black Saoshamnon
via Rattlesnake Pike

210 2 4 6 8
P ™ e Vil

Frapared by the Cantre County CHfkce of Flanning and Community Developmeant
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Centre County’ s topography presents both
opportunities and challenges. The County’s 1,115
square miles, ranking fifth among Pennsylvania
countiesin land areais characterized by two mgjor
physiographic provinces, the Allegheny Plateau and
the Ridge and Valey Province. This Recreation and
Greenway Plan transforms this diverse landscape
into an asset, by weaving it into a Countywide
Recreation and Greenway network, linking people
and the places where they live, work and play.

WHAT ARE GREENWAYS?

“Greenways’ are described in many ways and serve
many functions. The report, Pennsylvania
Greenways—"“An Action Plan for Creating
Connections,” contains the following definition.

A greenway isacorridor of open space. Greenways
very greatly in scale; from narrow ribbons of green
that run through urban, suburban, and rural areasto
wider corridors that incorporate diverse natural,
cultural, and scenic features. They can incorporate
both public and private property and can be land or
water-based. They may follow old rail beds, canals,
or ridge tops, or they may follow stream corridors,
shorelines, or wetlands and include water trails for
non-motorized craft. Some greenways are
recreational corridors or scenic byways that may
accommodate motorized or non-motorized vehicles.
Other greenways function almost exclusively for
environmental protection and are not designed for

human passage.

Many people see greenways as sole source for
recreation such as hiking and biking. Water trails
are often referred to as blueways. For these people,
recreation of all types and greenways are onein the
same an actual experience in the outdoors. For
others, greenways serve a conservation role and are
areas that are aresource to be protected like a
wetland, forest, riparian area, or important habitat
for floraand/or fauna. This greenway plan
addresses physical recreation and conservation with
aspecia emphasison green infrastructure. The
green infrastructure element of the plan will result in
an interconnected web of green space that conserves
natural ecosystem values and functions and provides
associated benefits to human populations.
(Definition from PaGreenways Glossary)

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

WHY DEVELOP A RECREATION &
GREENWAY PLAN FOR CENTRE
COUNTY?

The development of a countywide Greenway and
Trails plan for Centre County is consistent with
national, state, and local objectives. Many states
including Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Georgia,
lowa, Maryland, Michigan, North Carolina, Ohio,
Rhode Island, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia, and
Washington are implementing statewide greenway
initiatives. This initiative became more evident when
in 1987, the President’s Commission on American
Outdoors recommended that an interconnected
greenways network be established throughout the
nation.

Pennsylvania s Greenway Program was launched in
August 2001 with the completion of a statewide
greenways action plan, Pennsylvania s Greenways-
“An Action Plan for Creating Connections.”
Pennsylvania Governor Tom Ridge amended
Executive Order 1998-3, to identify the
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources (DCNR) as the lead agency
responsible for Action Plan implementation. DCNR
has funded, with matching monies, approximately
40 committed, on-going, and completed plans
throughout the Commonwealth.

The Action Plan identified recreation and greenways
asapriority for Pennsylvanians. The developers of
the Action Plan completed a survey where an
outstanding 93% of those surveyed supported
providing additional greenwaysin their
communities. Other priority issuesfor
Pennsylvanians included protection of natura
resources and wildlife habitat, open space protection,
and non motorized recreation. Greenways have
proven to support tourism but more importantly
address the immediate issue of health and well-
being. According to the Pennsylvania Department
of Health, the number one health threat to our
citizensis obesity. More specifically, the risk factors
for heart disease with obesity and diabetes are
evident across the nation among more children at
earlier ages. Greenways are a natural way to bring
outdoor recreation and fitness opportunities closer to
our homes, schools, and work places.
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DCNR recently completed its 2009-2013 Statewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan —
Pennsylvania Outdoors. — The Keystone for Healthy
Living. This plan, updated every five yearsincludes
a statewide assessment of outdoor recreation as well
as an action plan for future steps to enhance outdoor
recreation. It isworthy to note afew of the excerpts
from this plan as well as statistics that show the
importance of outdoor recreation and greenways.

Datafor the 2009-2013 Outdoor Recreation Plan
was collected through a mail and internet survey
throughout the Commonweslth. The results showed
that many Pennsylvanians are active outdoor
recreationists, participating in avariety of activities
at different pubic and private areas. Asin the past
the survey indicated that the largest portion (43%) of
away-from-home outdoor recreation activity
occurred in areas managed by local and county
government.

Parks or Tails accounted for avery notable portion
of Pennsylvanians' physical activity. About three-
fourths of survey respondents indicated that they
walk or ride abike in their neighborhood. Over two-
thirds of respondents with school-aged children
indicated that their children never walked or biked to
school, but nearly half of those individuals stated
that they would like their children to walk or biketo
school more frequently.

Children Should Walk or Bike to
School More Frequently

MYes
HHNo

Other, 6%

M Local/County Parks and
Recreation Areas
M State Recreation Areas

Federal Recreation Areas

M Private Recreation Areas

Other

Source: 2009-2013 Outdoor Recreation Plan

Traditional activities such as walking, driving for
pleasure (driving tours), picnicking, and swimming
remained the most popular outdoor recreation
activities. When respondents were asked what
benefits they received from outdoor recreation
nearly half of them mentioned something related to
physical and/or mental health. The highest levels of
participation included dog walking, walking, and
birding/bird watching. Pennsylvanians traveled the
furthest distance for outdoor activities, such as
fishing, camping, and boating, with boating,
camping and driving for pleasure showing the
highest economic expenditures. Urban residents
indicated a need for picnic areas, tennis courts, golf
courses, and sporting facilities, while residents of
suburbs and towns (more similar demographics of
Centre County) indicated a need for more bicycle
paths, bike lanes, and mountain bike trails.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Source: 2009-2013 Outdoor Recreation Plan

Amazingly the majority of individuals surveyed felt
that there was not enough open space near their
homes and that the open space they did have was
threatened by development. This showed the
concern over the loss of open space was related to
how aware Pennsylvanians are of the contribution of
parks and recreation programs to quality of life and
community. Nearly all of the respondents believed
it was important for citizensto play inrolein
conserving lands and waters. But most notably the
survey showed that Pennsylvanians clearly valued
the state' s natural resources and are committed to
conserving natural resources, protecting wildlife
habitat, and restoring damaged rivers and streams.

Outdoor education class on healthy streams at Bald Eagle
Sate Park
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Greenway Types

Linear corridors of open space designed for human activity and/or
containing natural infrastructure building blocks that support sustainable
development by meeting the need of the present without compromising

the ahility of future generations to meet their own needs.

Human Activity Greenways Natural Infrastructure Greenways
Functions Functions

Recreation -Transportation -Tourism Community = Economy = Environment
Trails Hydrology Wetlands

k] Stream Steep
Shared § Motor- Water Hi:nge Buffers solls Slopes
Use ized ate
Interior Managed Hpecant Important

Mammal :
Forests Lands o Bird Areas

Greenway Types, Source DCNR 2007

Arboretum Section of the Bellefonte Central Rail Tral

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan 1-3
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REVIEW OF EXISTING DOCUMENTS

When preparing a plan for improving the quality of
life in acommunity and suggesting projects for
implementation, it isimportant research and relate
to existing documents and to understand if the
project will be consistent with local, regional, and
state planning efforts. These include:

PennDOT BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN
PL AN-2007

The Vision Statement for the 2007 PennDOT
Statewide Bicycle/Pedestrian Master Planiis:

Pennsylvaniais a place where residents and visitors
of all ages can choose to bicycle and walk. People
are able to bicycle and walk with confidence, safety
and security in every community, both for everyday
transportation and to experience and enjoy the
remarkable natural resources of the state.

Statewide, The Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan expresses
two broad goals:

1). Double the percentage of trips by foot and
bicycle by the year 2015. The exact percentages
will be developed with the implementation of this
plan.

2). Reduce the number of fatalities among bicyclists
and pedestrians to alevel corresponding to the
national highway motor vehicle fatality rate
reduction goal. That goal isto reduce the rate from
the current 1.41 fatalities per 100 million vehicle
milestraveled to 1.0 fatality per 100 million
vehicle milestraveled by 2011 (USDOT 2006-2011

View of Sayers Lake from proposed Nature Inn at Bald
Eagle Sate Park — fall 2008

The goals of the PA Outdoor Recreation Plan are:

Goal 1: Strengthen Connections Between Outdoor
Recreation, Healthy Lifestyles and Economic Benefits
in Communities

Goal 2: Reconnect People to the Outdoors and
Develop a Stewardship Ethic Through Outdoor
Recreation Opportunities and Experiences

Goal 3: Develop a Statewide Land and Water Trail
Network to Facilitate Recreation, Transportation and
Healthy Lifestyles

Goal 4: Enhance Outdoor Recreation Through Better
Agency Cooperation

Strategic Plan).

2009-2013 PENNSYL VANIA OUTDOOR
RECREATION PLAN

The Pennsylvania Outdoor Recreation Planis
prepared periodically by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvaniato provide statewide policy direction
and to fulfill the agency's recreation and
preservation mandate. The Plan process has evolved
well beyond its original purpose of satisfying
eligibility requirements for continued funding under
the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).
The 2009-2013 Pennsylvania Outdoor Recreation
Plan serves as a status report and as an overal
guideline for recreation resource preservation,
planning and development through the year 2013.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan
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PENNSYLVANIA HERITAGE TOURSISM
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The same historic sites, parks, forests, and cultural
activities that make Pennsylvania such an attractive
place to visit, play an increasingly important role

in the growth of the state’' s economy and the quality
of lifein its communities. Tourismis

Pennsylvania s second largest industry. In 2000, the
tourism industry

supported over 560,000 jobs and contributed over
$26 hillion to the state’s economy. A significant
portion of that can be attributed to heritage travel. A
1999 report for the Pennsylvania Center for Travel,
Tourism and Film indicated that 75% of all travel
was leisure travel, and 25% of al leisuretrip
expenditures in Pennsylvania were attributable to
heritage tourism. That makes heritage tourism a
multi-billion dollar industry in Pennsylvania.
Heritage tourism development is aso a community
devel opment strategy that can benefit al parts of
the state. From Pittsburgh’ s waterfront and the mill
towns of

western Pennsylvania to the forests of the north-
central region and the cities, towns, and farms of
central and eastern Pennsylvania, the state's
communities have begun to capitalize on their
heritage resources. Heritage tourism devel opment
brings new economic opportunities and jobs. It also
builds locd pride as citizens learn about their own
unique parts of the Pennsylvania story.
Communities that embrace heritage tourism, do this
by developing sites, festivals and attractions that
bring enjoyment to residents as well as draw
visitorsto the area.

Tourismis agrowth industry. In 1999,
Pennsylvania stravel and tourism industry saw
more than $1 billion in growth, and a sizable share
of that growth was due to heritage travel. The 1997
figuresfor heritage travel in Pennsylvania
represented a 23% increase from the year before,
three times higher than the growth in other kinds of
leisure travel in the state.

PENNSYLVANIA NUTRITION AND PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY PLAN

The Pennsylvania Nutrition and Physical Activity Plan
(PaNPA Plan) was developed by the Pennsylvania
Department of Health and its stakehol ders.
Pennsylvania Advocates for Nutrition and Activity
(PANA) isfunded by the Department of Health to
improve nutrition and physical activity statewide
through policy and environment interventions. The
mission of the PaNPA Plan isto create a Pennsylvania
whereindividuals, communities and public and private
entities share the responsibility for developing an
environment to support and promote active lifestyles
and access to healthy food choices. The plan presents
strategies and activities necessary for community-
based interventions to increase healthy eating and
physical activity opportunities. The key concepts of
thisplan are:

Promote the recognition of overweight and
obesity as major public health problems.
Assist Pennsylvanians in balancing healthful
eating with regular physical activity to achieve
and maintain a healthy or healthier body
weight.

| dentify effective and culturally appropriate
interventions to prevent and treat overweight
and obesity.

Encourage environmental changes that help
prevent overweight and obesity.

Develop and enhance public-private
partnerships to help implement this vision.

Heritage tourismis a leisure trip with the primary
purpose of visiting historic, cultural,
natural, recreational and scenic attractionsto learn
mor e about the past in an enjoyable way.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Pennsylvania Nutrition and Physical Activity Plan Vision:
A Pennsylvania that supports and values healthy lifestyle
behaviors.

The mission of the PaNPA Plan is to create a Pennsylvania
where individuals, communities and public and private
entities share the responsibility for developing an
environment to support and promote active lifestyles and
access to healthy food choices.

1-6




INTRODUCTION — CHAPTER 1

PENNSYLVANIA'SWILDLIFE ANDWILD
PLACES

Today, Pennsylvaniais one of the premier outdoor
recreation statesin the nation. A million
Pennsylvanians enjoy arich tradition of hunting for
deer, bear, wild turkey, grouse, rabbits, pheasants,
and squirrels. Nearly amillion people fish
Pennsylvania slakes and streams, and millions
more camp, hike trails, canoe rivers, or enjoy the
outdoors through photography, feeding birds, or
watching wildlife at

parks or near their homes. Wildlifeis amulti-billion
dollar “industry” in Pennsylvania. Hunters spend 14
million days afield each year in the state and spend
abillion dollars on travel, equipment, lodging, and
food. Pennsylvania s streams and |akes provide 18
million days of fishing each year and anglers churn
800 million dollars directly into the state’s
economy. Pennsylvanians devote 19 million days
and spend a billion dollars pursuing glimpses or
photographs

of the state’ s elk herd, waterfowl, bald eagles, and
songbirds. In 2001 aone, one million people visited
Pennsylvania woodlands for recreation and 3.4
million

participated in watchable wildlife recreation across
the state. Nearly half (45 %) of all Pennsylvania
residents participate in some form of recreation
directly linked to wildlife and wildlife habitat.
Combined, the total annual impact on the state's
economy generated by hunting, fishing, and
wildlife-related recreation approaches $6 billion.
Sales and income tax revenue from fishing tackle
purchases alone nets Pennsylvania $50 million
every year, and sales taxes generated by wildlife-
watching bring $70 million into the state general
fund annually.

PENNSYLVANIA'SWILDSDESIGN GUIDE
JANUARY - 2008

Today, Pennsylvaniais one of the premier outdoor
recreation statesin the nation. A million
Pennsylvanians enjoy arich tradition in the North
Central counties of Pennsylvania. The PA Wilds
covers aregion of more than six million acres, 2
million of which are public landsincluding 27 state
parks. A design guide is acommonly used tool to
steer devel opment patterns and aesthetic qualitiesin
aparticular direction. The design guide sets forth
physical design objectives for building placement,
architecture, landscaping, signs, lighting, grading,

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

land use arrangement, natural resource conservation,
and other related items. The “toolbox” section
provides techniques that can be used by municipalities,
devel opers, project applicants, and design professionals
to implement the recommended guidelines and to
better evaluate proposed |and use or design projects.

When a design guide is embraced and implemented it
can have a positive, cohesive, and long-lasting effect
on the way a geographic area appears and functions.

LUMBER HERITAGE REGION INTERPRETIVE
PIAN — AUGUST 2005

This Interpretive Plan aims specifically to

capture the essence of the region, articulate it

through a defined visitor experience and framework of
messages that coax the visitor into a

deeper appreciation of the natural and cultural

heritage of the region. The Lumber Heritage Region
harbors awealth of natural, cultural, and historic
resources boasting the largest forested areas on the
East Coast. The Interpretive Plan developed a set of
itineraries designed to move peopl e through the 15
County region. Visitors can explore the region's
gatewaysto its distant corners, and interpretation can
instill in the visitor a deeper appreciation of the region,
and motivate them to purchase the region’s heritage-
based products. The combined effect of the itineraries
isto connect the region’s most significant natural and
cultural assets through land-and water-based, motor-
and human-powered interpretive routes. This synergy
constitutes the Recreation Linkages Plan. Coupled
with DCNR’s Outdoor Recreation Plan, the
Interpretive Plan will shift the Lumber Heritage Region
(LHR) into a national limelight, stimulating its
economic development at the same time conserving its
forest-based culture. Today, Pennsylvaniais one of the
premier outdoor recreation statesin the nation. A
million Pennsylvanians enjoy arich tradition as will
many more millions to come.

1-7
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Pantall Hotel — Punxsutawney — part of LHR

LUMBER HERITAGE REGION
MANAGEMENT ACTION PLAN-MAY 2001

The Management Action Plan was completed in
May 2001. It was the culmination of years of
planning and the teamwork of people and
organizations from al 15 counties. More than 40
different organizations provided the funds and
manpower to complete this plan. Today the Planis
used to guide the organization even though the LHR
has evolved these past five years. As defined by the
Pennsylvania Heritage Parks Program, the primary
goals of the program are as follows:

= Education/interpretation
Outdoor recreation
Historic preservation/cultural conservation
Economic devel opment
Partnerships

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Related resources, projects, partners, and
implementation strategies were devel oped for each of
these goals. This was accomplished through public
involvement, which gauged the significance of each
issue to the LHR and gathered knowledge and ideas
related to each goal. Projects of the education and
interpretation strategy include partnering with existing
educational programs within the LHR, creating
educational and interpretive materialsfor the existing
resources

within LHR, and increasing public awareness of the
LHR. The LHR boundary encompasses nine
universities, colleges, and campus extensions; 34 State
Parks; eight county visitor centers; the

Allegheny Hardwoods Utilization Group; and the
Pennsylvania Lumber Museum. Each of these

venues and/or groups serve as potentia partners for
LHR educational and interpretation programs.

PLAN FOR ELK WATCHING & NATURE
TOURISM IN NORTH CENTRAL
PENNSYLVANIA —AUGUST 2002

The EIk Rangeisin the middle of the 15-county
Lumber Heritage Region of Pennsylvania with the
largest concentration of public land in the
Commonwealth. The Elk Range acts as a gateway to
more than 2 million acres of spectacular public land
that include countless miles of waterways and
wildernesstrails. Thefocus of the Elk Watching &
Nature Tourism Plan is visitor management, including
elk viewing and nature tourism, not elk management,
which isthe responsibility of the PA Game
Commission. The plan will:

- Provide recommendations to improve visitor
services and guide the devel opment of
appropriate infrastructure
Support the long-term ecological needs of an
expanded wild elk herd
Stimul ate economic benefits for local
communities and minimize conflicts with
private landowners and other forest users
Educate tourists and residents about the
responsible stewardship of the elk herd and
the region’ s other natura resources
Protect the natura integrity of the region
Promote elk watching and other nature
tourism activities
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PENNSYLVANIA GREENWAYS: AN
ACTION PLAN FOR CREATING
CONNECTIONS - 2001

The goals set forth in this Action Plan reflect input
from thousands of Pennsylvanians. They told us
that the state’' s outdoor resources are vitally
important and that a network of greenways should
connect every community. This Plan provides a
"green print" for communities, state government,
the private sector and individual citizensto work as
partnersin developing an outstanding statewide
network of greenways; a system that will be
enjoyed by current and future generations of
Pennsylvanians. Greenways can provide a strategic
approach for our municipalities and regionsto plan
for "smarter" growth, enhance community
character, provide for aternative transportation, and
provide educational opportunitiesin conservation,
ecology, and history. Goals and strategies for
implementation are the following:

1. "Hubs and Spokes’ -A Statewide Network of
Greenways. Establish a statewide greenways
network of “hubs’ e.g., parks, forests, game lands,
conservation areas, historical, cultural and
recreational sites, communities and “ spokes”
(connecting corridors such asland and water trails,
natural corridors) that include greenways of
statewide significance, aswell asloca and regional
greenway networks.

2. Greenway Plans: Promote the devel opment of
“greenway plans’ by county and local governments
asanintegral part of their comprehensive planning
and implementation efforts, encouraging them to
link greenway concerns with programs that address
sound land use, community revitalization,
recreation needs and open space protection.

3. Placesfor All People: Increase opportunities for
diverse populations to enjoy greenways across
rural, suburban and urban landscapes, including
motorized and non-motorized recreational users,
persons with disabilities, and al cultural and ethnic
groups.

4. Pennsylvania Wellness: Actively involve the
health community in greenways to promote
physical activity and mental wellnessin the
Commonwealth.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

5. Alternative Transportation: Develop atrails system
that provides transportation alternatives to the
automobile, and is part of a comprehensive multi-
modal transportation system.

6. Natural Resource Protection: Promote strategically
located greenways that protect the Commonwealth’'s
natural resources and environmental quality.

7. Greenways Organizational Structure: I1ssue an
Executive Order (or amend Executive Order 1998-3)
that establishes the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources (DCNR) as the lead agency for
Greenways Program implementation; creates an
Interagency Coordination Team; encourages agencies
to integrate greenways into their policies and
programs; and restructures the Greenways Partnership
Commission and the Greenways Partnership Advisory
Committee.

8. Greenways Funding: Assemble public and private
funds that assist in planning, building and maintaining
greenways and in meeting grant requirements for local
matches.

9. Greenways Toolbox: Develop atoolbox for al those
involved in greenways implementation that includes
technical resources for developing greenway plans,
assembling “best practices’ and addressing pressing
needs such as liability mitigation and design standards.

10. Greenways Education and Training: Incorporate
greenways training into existing education programs
for greenway partners and establish a strategy to
integrate greenways into environment and ecol ogy
coursework for teachers and students of all ages.

11. Greenways Promotional Campaign: Enhance
Pennsylvania s economy and tourism by showcasing
its greenways in a promotion and marketing campaign
that informs residents and visitors of the opportunities
and benefits of greenways.

12. The Greenways Volunteer Network: Establish a
corps of volunteers of all ages to maintain and promote
local greenways through an “ Adopt-a-Greenway”
Program.

1-9
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CENTRE COUNTY

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN —2003
The development of a Recreation and Greenway
Plan for Centre County is consistent with the goals
established in Centre County’ s Comprehensive Plan
Update — 2003. One stated objective of the planis
to “provide opportunities for recreation, cultural
activity, and social interaction with existing and
proposed park facilities’. Thiswill be achieved by
the five Goals of the Recreation and Greenway
Plan:

1) Ensure consistency with the Centre County
Comprehensive Plan.

2) Utilize thisinformation for recreation
planning to link communities, parks,
schools, natural areas, and historic sites.

3) Link to future Greenway networks and
facilities and surrounding counties.

4) Identify specific locations for wildlife
viewing, critical floraand fauna, scenic
views and view sheds, and areas of historic
significance.

5) Guide feasibility studies and
implementation that may develop out of
recommendations of the plan.

There are two phases of the Centre County
Comprehensive Plan. Thefirst, which was
completed in 2003, provides a comprehensive
inventory of existing conditions and

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

recommendations for Natural Resources, Historic
Resources, Community Facilities & Services, Housing,
Transportation, and Economic Development. The
second phase of the plan update will focus on a Growth
Management Plan. Some of the recommendations out
of Phase 1 of the plan related to the Countywide
Recreation & Greenway Plan include:

Provide opportunities for recreation, cultura
activity, and social interaction with existing
and proposed park facilities.

Encourage cultural activities and tourism
through the preservation and promotion of the
County’s historic heritage.

Identify rural landscapes, villages and
buildings of historic significance in the County
and work with the Centre County Historical
Society and other entitiesto inventory these
resources for possible historic designation.
Encourage the establishment of pedestrian and
bicycle pathsto alow for non-motorized forms
of transportation.

Promote car-pooling, public transit, walking
and biking as aternative forms of
transportation.

Protect and encourage development of riparian
buffers and stream corridor overlay districts
for improving water quality and preserving
biological diversity.

Promote and preserve the County’ s natural
areas for scenic, educational, historic,
environmental, recreational, and tourism
purposes.

CENTRE COUNTY LONG RANGE
TRANSPORTATION PLAN - 2030

The Centre County Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP) documents current and future transportation
demand and identifies long-term improvements and
projects to meet those needs. The goal of the planisto:

Provide a multi-modal transportation system which includes
air, bicycle, highway, pedestrian, public transportation, and
rail facilities to maximize the efficient, safe, economical and
convenient movement of people and goods while minimizing
the adverse impact the systemwill have on natural and
cultural resources, aswell as people.

The LRTP recognizes the benefits of bicycling and
walking as alternatives to motor vehicles by reducing
vehicle emissions and providing recreational
opportunities. The plan also states the “ preservation
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and use of abandoned rail linesis an ideal method
of reuse for alternative transportation and recreation
opportunities.”

CENTRE COUNTY NATURAL HERITAGE
INVENTORY —2003

The purpose of thisinventory isto identify and map
important biotic and ecological resourcesin Centre
County so that county, state, municipal entities, the
public, businessinterests, and developers could plan
development with the preservation of these
environmentally important sitesin mind. The
Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI) focuses on areas
that are the best examples of ecological resourcesin
Centre County. Important selection criteriafor
Natural Heritage Areas are the existence of habitat
for plants and animals of special concern, the
existence of uncommon or especially important
natural communities, and the size and landscape
context of a site containing good quality natural
features. The general recommendationsin the plan
are meant to further clarify the differences between
the various sites and to provide a genera

framework into which specific management
recommendations can be made. The plan can be
viewed on the County’ s website at
http://www.co.centre.pa.us/planning/environmental .asp

NITTANY VALLEY REGION
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
SEPTEMBER — 2004

The Nittany Valey Regional Comprehensive Plan
embodied atruly regional effort for the
municipalities of Bellefonte Borough, Benner,
Marion, Spring, and Walker Townships aswell as
the Bellefonte Area School District (approximately
119 square miles) to prepare a sound plan for the
future growth and devel opment of the Nittany
Valley Region. The comprehensive plan sets forth

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

community planning goals and objectives related to the
provision of adequate housing and employment, the
protection of the environment, and the provision of a
balance of public services. The plan inventoried and
mapped in detail the region’s resources including land
use, streams, roads, utilities, parks, housing, schools,
businesses, and police and fire services, and others.
Each chapter of this comprehensive plan contains
specific recommendations to improve the locally-
expressed planning goals of the Nittany Valley Region.

PENNSVALLY REGION
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN —JANUARY 2006

The Penns Valley Regional Comprehensive Planisa
joint regional effort between the municipalities of
Centre Hall and Millheim Boroughs and Gregg,
Haines, Penn, and Potter Townships, aswell asthe
Penns Valley Area School District to prepare a solid
sound plan for future growth and devel opment of the
Penns Valley Region. The comprehensive plan was
conducted in the same way for the Nittany Valley
Region. Implementation strategies are discussed and
recommended that will enable the Region's
municipalities to set in motion the goals, objectives,
and recommendations identified in the Plan. Both the
Nittany Valley and Penns Valley Regional
Comprehensive Planslist avariety of community
planning goals that relate to this study including:

Integrate the protection of important natural
featuresin outlying rural areas

Promote greenways along important streams as
ameans of protecting local surface water
quality and providing wildlife habitats,

And to improve opportunities for art,

recreation and culture, public safety, and high-
guality education as a means of stimulating
economic development and residential growth

PENNS VALLEY REGIONAL RECREATION
STUDY —PEER-TO-PEER TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE PROJECT
NOVEMBER —2007

This program through a grant from DCNR’ s Bureau of
Recreation brought together an experienced
professional aong with a study group to look at the
possibility of bringing a more formalized recreation
program to Penns Valley. The study also looked at
what kind of grants were available to supplement local
funding for recreation
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NITTANY VALLEY REGIONAL
RECREATION STUDY —PEER-TO-PEER
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROJECT
MARCH —2008

This program through a grant from DCNR’ s Bureau
of Recreation brought together an experienced
professional along with a study group to look at the
recreation needs in the Nittany Valley. The study
took into account the amount of open spacethat is
being lost to development in the region and the
increased demand for outdoor/indoor recreation
close to home.

Pennsylvania
Department
of Conservation and
es

Peer To Peer
Technical Assistance |

& <
A |
Nittany Valley Regional
Recreation Study
Benner Township

Borough of Bellefonte
Marion Township

Bonita C. Mahoney, CPSI
Peer Consultant
March 27, 2008

This project was funded in part by a grant from the Keystone Recreation,
Park and C Fund and through the
Department of f Conservation an d Natural resources

NITTANY & BALD EAGLE GREENWAY
AND BIKEWAY PLAN - 2002

This conceptual greenway plan encompasses
municipalities within the Spring Creek and Lower
Bald Eagle Watersheds. The vision of the planis:

To protect the water quality, scenic, and natural
resources of the Lower Bald Eagle and Nittany
Valleys and provide a network of access ways for
non-motorized transportation and |ow-impact
outdoor recreation for people who live, work, or
visit the area.

Recommendations from the plan include:

Work with employers to develop a program
for commuters to promote bicycling and
walking as alternative means of commuting
to work.

Provide facilities that are bicycle and
Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

pedestrian friendly to encourage use of trails
and bikeways.

Develop trails for recreation, commuting, and
access to historic, cultural, recreation, and
environmental education destinations.

Support rail-trail initiatives and municipal trail
initiatives.

Evaluate trail opportunities of existing
easements and rights-of-way.

Promote environmental sustainability in the
development of trails and recreation facilities.

The completion of this particular greenway plan laid
out the foundation for two feasibility studies that were
identified in the plan and have since received DCNR
funding and completed studies of their own —The
Beech Creek Greenway: The Brick Town Trail, and
the Bellefonte Central Rail Trail Feasibility Sudy.

CENTRE REGION VACANT LAND
INVENTORY & ANALYSIS—MAY 2002

This report prepared for the Borough of State College
and College, Ferguson, Halfmoon, Harris, and Patton
Townships provides information on the amount of land
zoned for various purposes in the Centre Region and
inventories the amount of vacant land remaining in
each zoning district within the Regional Growth
Boundary. Thisreport is an invaluable tool to the
policymakers of the Centre Region, helping them to
determine the capabilities of the Centre Region’s
infrastructure to support the growth currently permitted
by municipa zoning ordinances; identify the type and
timing of upgradesto regional sewer, water, and
transportation services; coordinate the location of
residential development with future commercial
employment centers; and project future travel patterns
and identify potential road networks.
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CENTRE REGION
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN —JUNE 2000

This update to the Centre Region 1990
Comprehensive Plan established an overall policy
framework within which the municipalities make
decisions about the future of their communities.
High priority was placed on severd objectives:

Maintain alow level of environmental
pollution.

Provide open space near residential areas.
Protect neighborhoods from encroachment
by non-residential land uses.

Maintain and enhance the visual
appearance of buildings and landscaping.
Provide pedestrian and bicycle trail
connections between residential,
employment, and recreational areas.

The plan also recommends preserving quality and
stresses the importance of walking and biking as
aternative modes of transportation.

A SUMMARY OF HISTORIC AND
CULTURAL RESOURCESFOR CENTRE
COUNTY - 2005

A summary of historic and cultural resources and
more specific recommendations has been completed
for the County by the Centre County Historical
Society. Specific recommendations are highlighted
in the Recreation & Greenway Plan for each of the
County’s seven planning regions and will serve asa
critical tool for historic preservation and
implementation projects in the future.

BELLEFONTE CENTRAL RAIL TRAIL
FEASIBILITY STUDY —AUGUST 2008

The study looked at the feasibility of approximately
14 miles of trail aong the historic Bellefonte
Central Rail Corridor right-of-way located within
Bellefonte and State College Boroughs, Benner,
College, Patton, Spring, and Ferguson Townships.
The corridor parallels State Route 550 and Buffalo
Run, atributary to Spring Creek, and extends from
the Bellefonte Waterfront District to the existing
McKee Street/Clinton Avenue Bikeway near Sunset
Park in State College Borough. Currently 1.4 miles
of the Bellefonte Central Rail Trail have been

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

constructed. Accessto this section isthrough Sunset
Park on land managed by the Penn State Arboretum.
The study recommended the implementation of the
trail in five phases and would provide a safe hon-
motorized connection from historic Bellefonte to the
hub of State College.

Potential trail corridor along Lower Julian Pike, Patton
Township

BEECH CREEK GREENWAY —“THE BRICK
TOWN TRAIL” —2007

The feasibility study for the Beech Creek Greenway
Plan was undertaken to explore the potential for
linking the public park land at Curtin Village (Eagle
Iron Works), Bald Eagle State Park, and Sproul State
Forest in Centre and Clinton County to the neighboring
communities of Beech Creek, Blanchard, Eagleville,
Howard, Monument, Mount Eagle, and Orviston. The
principal corridorsfor this network of trailsinclude the
waterways of Beech Creek and Bald Eagle Creek, the
abandonedrail line of the former Beech Creek Division
of the New York Central Railroad between Beech
Creek Borough and Monument, the public roads and
rights-of - way between Beech Creek Borough and Bald
Eagle State Park, the public lands associated with the
5,900 acre Flood Control Facility at Foster Joseph
Sayers Dam, and the lands owned by the Pennsylvania
Museum Commission at Eagle Iron Works.

“ At this portal to the PA Wilds lie four towns where men
and boys toiled in the mines and factories, turning yellow
clay into refractory bricks that lined the blast furnaces that

made the steel, that built the engines and rails.....”
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BLAIR COUNTY GREENWAYSPLAN -2005

Blair County adopted their Greenway Plan, “Blair
County Greenways Plan: Linking Our Natural Asset
for Conservation, Recreation, and Drinking Water
Protection as part of their update to the Areawide
Comprehensive Plan for Blair County — 2005.
Development of their greenway network will help
connect and protect unique, historical, and natural
assets for present and future generations.

CLINTON COUNTY GREENWAY PLAN —
APRIL 2009 —ONGOING

The purpose of the Clinton County Greenways and
Open Space Plan isto identify, locate and examine
greenway and trail opportunities throughout Clinton
County as part of broader greenways and trails
network. The Plan is to include, without limitation,
methods by which greenways, trails, and primitive
campsites can be abtained, combined, maintained,
and the recommended types of trails and campsites
including, but not limited to water trails, hiking,
horseback riding, biking, walking, funding sources
for purchase and financing of corridors and open
space and the like. The overall plan also includes
the following three feasibilities studies:
1. Bald Eagle and Spring Creek Navigation
Canal Feasibility Sudy — Centre and
Clinton Counties
2. Pine Creek Trail Connector — Eastern
Clinton and Western Lycoming County
3. West Branch Susquehanna River Access
and Camping — Centre, Clearfield, and
Clinton counties

ap 1t |l

ElClearfield County

N (v entaes - Rerraction & TranspurTesian (s ianiries

Sample map from North Central PA Greenway & Trails
Plan — Clearfield County
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MIFELIN/JUNIATA COUNTY GREENWAY
OPEN SPACE, AND RURAL RECREATION
PLAN —APRIL 2008 —ONGOING

Mifflin County is partnering with Juniata County to
complete a Greenway, Open Space, and Rural
Recreation Plan. When completed, each county will
have its own plan. During the process, opportunities
for enhancing recreation in the two counties are being
explored. The recreation evaluation for Mifflin County
determined the many recreational opportunities
currently available to residents. Residents have long
enjoyed Mifflin County’ s abundant forest lands,
pristine streams, and easy access to the Juniata River.
These natural recreational resources are complemented
by close-to-home parks for play, picnics, athletic
competitions, and community celebrations.

NORTH CENTRAL PA GREENWAYS& TRAILS
PLAN —MARCH 2009 —ONGOING

This plan will provide recommendations for an
interconnected system of greenways and trails
throughout Cameron, Clearfield, Elk, Jefferson,
McKean, and Potter counties. This effort demonstrates
astrong partnership between the North Central PA
counties, DCNR, Pashek Associates (the Consultant
for the Plan), PA Wilds, Lumber Heritage Region of
Pennsylvania, Headwaters Resource Conservation and
Development (RC& D), and all stakeholdersinvolved
in the project.

SOUTHERN ALLEGHENIESGREENWAYS &
OPEN SPACE NETWORK PLAN -—MAY 2007

Bedford, Blair, Cambria, Fulton, Huntingdon, and
Somerset Counties, aong with the Southern
Alleghenies Planning & Development Commission
(SAP&DC), have developed the Southern Alleghenies
Greenways and Open Space Network Plan. The Plan
outlines a series of policies and projects for linking
existing natural and man-made resources within the
region’s six counties. By connecting these assetsinto a
comprehensive greenway network, the region’ s natural
resources are leveraged to promote and strengthen their
value to the region for arange of purposes. The report
is available for download on the Southern Alleghenies
Planning and Development Commission website.
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SPRING CREEK RIVERS
CONSERVATION PLAN —2001

The threads of Spring Creek and its tributaries flow
through the heart of Central Pennsylvania. Located
in the south central portion of Centre County in the
Ridge and Valley physiographic province, the
Spring Creek watershed drains an area of
approximately 175 sguare miles and is part of the
larger Susguehanna River and Chesapeake Bay
watersheds. The mission of this original study was.
“To protect and enhance the natural, historic, and
scenic resources in the vicinity of Spring Creek
through a planned program of easements,
acquisitions, and cooperative arrangements with
local landowners and local governments with
provisions for improved public access, and
recreational and educational use where feasible and
appropriate. To ensure that the resourcesin the
Spring Creek corridor are available for the use and
enjoyment of future generations and to ensure that
the public isinformed about the corridor and
engaged in its protection and enhancement.”

A number of issues were identified through the
study process for their effect on the resources of the
Spring Creek watershed. Among the issues that the
community must understand and addressin any
attempt to protect and enhance Spring Creek are
growth and change, water quality, |oss of natural
habitats, quality of life, historic resources, and
fragmentation of authority.

INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE OF THE
BELLEFONTE WATERFRONT - 2006

The Borough of Bellefonte received aLocal History
Grant from the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission to document the industrial
heritage of the Bellefonte waterfront district. The
godls of the project areto:

provide Bellefonte residents and visitors
with previously undocumented local
industrial history through literature and
museum exhibits

market the extant industrial buildings
located in Bellefonte’ s Spring Creek
corridor for new uses and promote them as
catalysts for community and economic
devel opment.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

By achieving these goals, Bellefonte Borough hopes to
build a better community by integrating information
about local industries into economic and community
development concepts for Bellefonte' s Waterfront
District.

Valentine Iron Company’s Iron Furnaces along Logan Branch

BELLEFONTE WATERFRONT
MASTER PLAN —2003

This master plan will serve as a planning and
marketing tool to identify and prioritize community
improvements for the Bellefonte Waterfront District.
The plan includes a mixed-use redevelopment that is
sensitive to the environment and to existing historical
character. The project focuses on the “Spring Creek
Frontage Property” within Bellfeonte Borough and
identifies linkages and connections to other areas along
tributaries such as Logan Branch, Buffalo Run, as well
as upstream to the Spring Creek Nature Park and
downstream through the Milesburg Water Gap.
Recommendations from the Master Plan include:

B Pedestrian connection from Match Factory to
Masullo Park and on to Spring Creek Nature Park

B Bikeway aong South Potter Street and
Slaughterhouse Road to require widening of the
road and/or separate bike lanes

B Greenway crossing on pedestrian bridge over
Logan Branch and Spring Creek

B Trailhead Parking at Masullo Park (restroom,
parking, maps/info)

B Pedestrian bridge alowing bikers on downstream
side of railroad bridge

B Greenway along Logan Branch (stream, rail, or
Valentine Hill options)

®  Widended bike lane on Potter Street

B Lamb Street as a Greenway node

®  Corridor to former McCoy Dam and on to
Milesburg

B Greenway connection up Buffalo Run corridor
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PENN STATE ARBORETUM MASTER PLAN

PENN STATE UNIVERSITY MASTER PLAN

The site for the Arboretum is a 370-acre tract
fronting on Park Avenue and extending out to Big
Hollow and to the Mt. Nittany Expressway (1-99).
The Preliminary Master Plan for The Penn Sate
Arboretum prepared by the Arboretum Task Force
in conjunction with the Office of Physical Plant and
the consultants, Sasaki Associates, Inc., defined the
proposed patterns of land use, circulation, and open
space for the Arboretum property.

“ The mission of the Penn Sate Arboretumisto
promote the quality of life by seeking, through
scholarship, research, and education, collaborative
solutions to growing demands on the natural
landscape and its resources. As a place of beauty in
a rapidly expanding metropolitan area, an
educational facility, and a microcosm of the
human/nature continuum in settled landscapes, the
Penn Sate Arboretum shall strive to become an
interdisciplinary ‘ingtitute for land health’ of state,
regional, and perhaps national significance.”

Themes for the Arboretum include richness of
biological diversity, stewardship and conservation
of soil and water, environmentally compatible use
of the landscape, and restoration of degraded

landscapes.

Proposed Reconstructed ! pralrle” communlty inBig
Hollow within Arboretum lands

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Recommendations from the Open Space section of the
PSU Master Plan include:

- The pattern of major civic open spacesin the
core campus will be maintainedand enhanced
with the development of new landmark open
spaces a Pollock Field and West Campus
Major pedestrian corridors in the core campus
will be maintained and improved with the
future development of the Greenway Mall and
the southward extension of the East
Subcampus north-south axial Paromenade,
connecting the Meadow and the Greenway
Mall
It is recommended that magjor street corridor
landcapes be improved with street tree and
natural plantings throughout the core campus,
and that landscape order of the eastern fringe
areas of the campus be enhanced by an
extensive planting program along all mgjor
roadways that traverse this part of campus,
including the University Drive, Porter Road,
Park Avenue, and Mount Nittany Expressway

COMPREHENSIVE PEDESTRIAN AND
BICYCLE PROGRAM —BOROUGH OF STATE
COLLEGE —OCTOBER 2008

Part | of the Comprehensive Pedestrian and Bicycle
Plan for the Borough of State Collegeisthe
development of aprioritized list of areas of concern.
The report provides background information on
pedestrian safety history in the Borough, it identifies
the areas of concern based on crash anaysis
techniques, and it provdes recommendations to
improve safety at the top five sites based on a detailed
engineering study. Part Il (Policies, Toolbox, and
Priorities) of the Plan begins with a description of key
policies and programs to promote pedestrian and
bicycle activity and safety. The policy section
describes planning, engineering, maintenance,
enforcement, and educational concepts for pedestrian
and bicycle safety.
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SUSQUEHANNA GREENWAY
STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN - 2006

The Susguehanna Greenway Partnership isa
nonprofit corporation governed by a 20 member
board of directors. The partnership isthe lead
advocate for Susguehanna Greenway devel opment
in Pennsylvania. It champions the greenway vision
and values, and guides greenway development in
keeping with the publicly derived actions and
priorities set forth in the Susquehanna Greenway
Strategic Action Plan.

The Susguehanna Greenway Partnership is
dedicated to devel oping and sustaining the
Susguehanna Greenway to connect communities
and enrich lives through enhanced recreation,
healthy living, economic prosperity and
environmental stewardship.

SUSQUEHANNA RIVER WATER TRAIL —
WEST BRANCH STEWARDSHIP AND
CONSERVATION PLAN —JUNE 2009

The development of a volunteer-based stewardship
plan isintended to provide guidance for volunteers
and organizations taking part in restoration,
conservation and maintenance activities on the
West Branch Water Trail. By providing planning
tools for guidance and clearly defining roles and
tasks for volunteers the hope isto increase the level
of volunteer activity on the Water Trail. Four case
studies were also developed as part of the project to
provide specific examples of siteimprovements that
could be implemented by volunteers, and
interpretive data that links past and present use to
the health of the Chesapeake Bay.

SUSQUEHANNA GREENWAY
INTERPRETIVE MASTER PLAN
MARCH 2008- ONGOING

A Consultant was awarded the contract to develop
the Interpretive Master Plan for the Susquehanna
River Water Trail and Susquehanna Greenway .

The plan would include site visits and analysis of
existing or potential interpretive services and media
within the approximate 500 mile corridor.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Susquehanna Greenway Region

Water trail signage at Karthaus Boat Launch
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BENEFITS OF GREENWAYS

No other conservation initiative provides so many
ecological, economic, and quality of life benefitsto
the communities that create them. Greenways not
only protect environmentally significant land and
native plants and animals, they aso link people
with the natural world and outdoor recreational
opportunities. Recreation and Greenways provides
connectivity between municipalities (and even more
specifically between residential subdivisions),
promotes healthier lifestyles, and stronger
connections to historic places. Greenways can also:

Create loca economic devel opment
partnerships

Build new partnerships within communities
Create connections through our neighboring
six (6) counties

Address the growing obesity problem
Americaisfacing

Sustain our environment for future
generations

Provide vegetative buffers to protect water
resources from non-point pollution

Provide opportunities to protect and mange
wildlife, forest, and ecological systems
Protect and preserve communities rural and
farmland legacy

Offer alternatives to automotive
transportation

Create educational opportunities outside the
classroom

Provide recreational opportunities for
families that also foster heath and wellness
Enhance surrounding property values
Stimulate tourism

Preserve biodiversity

Direct growth

The greenway concept has spread across the state
[North Carolina] to almost every major municipality.... |
think that one of the things that’ s impressive is that the
energy is coming from the citizens rather than the
government units.—CHUCK FLINK, President of Greenways
Inc.,as quoted in Corridors of Green, Wildlifein North
Carolina, 1988

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Greenways and blueways are afundamental element to
enhancing and leveraging natural resources aswell as
increasing new opportunities. The addition of aformal
greenway system with connectivity will provide Centre
County with opportunities to fulfill the needs of
residents and visitors to experience the opportunities of
the outdoors through hiking, biking, birding,
sightseeing, ATV, fishing, geocaching, and many other
recreational activities.

Greenways are a bold idea with the magic to stir people to
action. Greenways themselves are not new. \We want to
encourage their spread across the American landscape, by
focusing on their values to communities. A nationwide
network could ultimately grow fromlocal action in
thousands of communities across America. —

PRESIDENT’'S COMMISSION ON AMERICANS
OUTDOORS, Report and Recommendations to the
President of the United States, 1986

DESCRIPTION OF GREENWAY
BENEFITS BY TYPE

CLIMATE

Transportation is the leading source of climate
pollution and has become an increasing important
policy issue. Short trips of fewer than three miles
represent nearly half of all trips traveled as calcul ated
by the Federa Highway Administration in 2006.
Small changesin daily trips that can be made by
walking, biking, or utilizing public transportation can
add up to large reductions in harmful emissions.
Studies have shown that walking and biking are a
mainstream factor of developing a strong climate
change management strategy.

CULTURAL BENEFITS

Greenways can enhance cultural awareness and protect
hi storic resources throughout the County. Successful
greenway projects across the United States have served
as new “main streets,” where neighbors meet, children
play, and community groups gather to celebrate. For
cities and towns large and small, greenways have
become a cultural asset and focal point for community
activities. Some communities sponsor historic and
cultura days along greenway corridorsto celebrate the
outdoors and local traditions. Various walking and
running events are also held near land and water trails
to support charity events or fundraisers. Many civic
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groups adopt segments of greenways for clean-up,
litter removal and environmental awareness
programs.

ECONOMIC BENEFITS

Recreation, trails, and greenways are critical
community amenities that aid in stimulating
economic development. According to aNational
Assaciation of Homebuilders Study, trails are the
number one amenity potential homebuyers are
attracted to when moving to a new community.

Real estate near Pine Creek Rail Trail - Pa

#56506 . CAMMAL. . Two for the price of one! Two
cottages with 300 feet of Pine Creek frontage and
adjacent to the rail-trail! Beautiful park-like setting and
convenient to all the Pine Creek Valley has to offer!
REDUCED $299,000

Real estate ad for homein Washington State
Lives like a home, without the worries. This condo
devel opment is right off the Bruke Gilman Trails and The
water way that connects Lake Washington to Lake
Sammamish. Bring your hiking shoes and kayaks!

Proximity to greenways, rivers, and trails can
increase sales price, increase the marketability of
adjacent properties, and promote faster sales. Trails
revitalize communities bring in new housing and
businesses. Greenways are building strong
fundamental communities with improved economic
opportunities for local businesses. Trail-Oriented
Development (TrOD) isanew innovative way of
thinking in many communities where the active
benefits of greenways combined with revitalization
potential are creating more favorable communities.

Economic impacts are visible in existing “trail towns’
in Pennsylvania more specifically along the Heritage
Rail Trail in York County and the Pine Creek Rail
Trail in Lycoming/Tioga counties. The purchase of
hard goods (bikes, equipment, shoes, etc.) and soft
goods (water, soda, snacks, lunch, ice cream, etc.)
revealed the amount of dollars spent in the trail and
adjacent communities.

In 2007, 89.6% of the survey sample responded that
their use of the trail had influenced a purchase of the
types of items listed above. The average expenditure
on hard goods for the Y ork County Heritage Rail Trail
in 2007 was $367.77 similar to the amount spent on the
North Central Rail Trail (Maryland) 2004 - $333.12
and the Pine Creek Rail Trail 2006 in Lycoming/Tioga
counties - $354.97.

Even more significant is the purchase of soft goods
such as bottled water, soda, snacks, and lunch. On the
Y ork County Heritage Rail Trail the average purchase
amount per person was $12.66. Also significant, 12%
of trail users responded that their visit to the trail
involved an overnight stay ranging from $20 per night
at acampground to $100 per night for hotel
accommodations, averaging approximately $51 per
night stay.

Hard Goods Purchases
1999 2001 2004 2007

Bike 29.60% 27.34% 26.03% 27.40%
Bike supplies 31.20% 32.31% 26.76% 25.50%} [ it ; ]
Auto Accessories NA NA 1528%| _ 1350%| Former Reil Station in New Freedon
Running/Walking/Hiking shoes 6.00% 7.46% 1.07% 9.50%|f adjacent to The Heritage Rail Trail, now
Clothing 13.40% 12.43% 15.45% 13.70%} arestaurant and a museum
Camping gear NA NA NA 0.00%
None 17.20% 20.46% 14.23% 10.40%
Source: Heritage Rail Trail - 2007 User Survey and Economic Analysis

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan
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The Allegheny Trail Alliance conducted a user
survey of the 150 miletrail of the Great Allegheny
Passage between Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and
Cumberland, Maryland. Their study conducted in
2002 identified that: 59% of trail users made some
type of soft good purchasein alocal trail
community, the average person spent approximately
$8.84 per visit, and 13.3% of al trail users stayed
overnight at least twice during their trail experience.

According to DCNR, tourism is the second largest
industry in Pennsylvania and nearly one-fifth of
tourists travel to enjoy the Commonwealth’s
outdoor amenities. Tourism is an important
component of Pennsylvania s rural economy. In
1999 aone, the PA Department of Community and
Economic Development estimated that travelers to
the state’ s rural areas spent more than $4.35 billion.
According to the PA Tourism Annua Report 2007,
Pennsylvaniais among the nation’s leading travel
destinations, hosting nearly 140 million travelersin
total and approaching 110 million leisure visitorsin
2007. Roughly half of the state’' s leisure visitors
included an overnight stay during their trip.

EDUCATION BENEFITS

Greenways provide a catalyst reliving the history of
Centre County to teach the importance of creating
habitat for fish and wildlife, stream restoration,
invasive species, identification of local plant and
animal species, and opportunities for outdoor
education programs for al ages.

Ann Donovan —Centre County Conservation District —
Environmental outreach with school children

Teachers can utilize greenways as an outdoor
classrooms and a living museum. Greenways
provide students a stronger sense of community,
pride, connection to local history and our
environment, while addressing local biodiversity
and natural heritage through hands-on experiences.
Interpretive panels are a great learning tool along
Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

with signage, and brochures to promote discovery
learning about diverse habitats and unique ecosystems.

ECOLOGICAL BENEFITS

Recreational greenways provide vital habitat for a great
number of plant and animal habitats and, in some
cases, speciesthat are endangered or threatened.
Greenways and recommendations for stream bank
stabilization techniques aid in absorbing surface runoff
and promoting plant and animal species. Greenways
are a buffer between different land uses filtering out
noise and air pollution.

FAMILY & COMMUNITY BENEFITS

One of the most noteworthy benefits of greenwaysis
the sense of community and the connections they
create. Land- and water-based trails and recreation of
all types encourage families to spend more time
together and promote personal interaction. If traveling
in acar, this communication would be more limited to
ahonk of acar horn or wave of ahand. Trailsarethe
community’s front porch where everyone is welcome,
and they provide a place for neighbors to meet and
interact. Community awarenessis enhanced and better
acquai ntances with neighborhoods and businesses.

HEALTH BENEFITS

Greenways and all types of outdoor recreation promote
healthier lifestyles. Although Americans make the
connection between exercise and health, many people
lead sedentary lives. The Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) recommends that a healthy individual should
get 30 minutes of moderate physical activity five days
aweek. The CDC'semphasisislessfocused on gyms,
and more specifically on recommending Americansto
be active during their everyday lives. In this age of
expensive gyms and health fitness clubs, greenways

1-21




INTRODUCTION — CHAPTER 1

and trails offer cost-effective ways to keep fit. The
obesity rate has doubled for children and tripled for
adults since 1980.

According to the National Institute on Aging Report
2005, the current generation of youth isthe first that
is predicted to have shorter life spans than their
parents generation according to the trends for
overweight and obese Americans. Dr. Paul K.
Simpson, a dedicated Central Pennsylvania
physician and member of the Centre County
Recreation & Greenway Plan Steering Committee
provided the following observations regarding
current health issues and impact greenways and
trails can have:

My central Pennsylvania primary care medical practice
includes more than one hundred patients who weigh over 300
pounds and more than fifty who weigh over 400 pounds.

One of the most common reasons my patients cite for not being
able to exerciseis the absence of paths or sidewalks near their
homes and place of employment.

Most of my overweight patients consider the thought of walking
along roads near their homes*“ crazy” because traffic is too
dangerous.

People who live near trails and parks exercise more than those
who would have to drive to a place where they can exercise.

On average, adults who live where walking and bicycling can
be easily done exercise 30 minutes per day more and weigh six
pounds less than their counterparts who live in neighborhoods
without parks, sidewalks and paths. Surveys show that when
asked, members of the two groups report exercising the same
amount because those whose neighborhoods have such
facilities incor porate walking and bicycling into their everyday
activities and do not consider it “ exercise’ .

Two thirds of American adults are now overweight and one
third is obese.

17% of U.S children ages 2-17 are obese.

Sudies have consistently shown that building paths and parks
increases exercise levelsin those living nearby.

Average daily U.Sexercise levels drop by 40 minutes each year
between the ages of 9 and 15. Only 31% of 15 year -olds get the
recommended 60 minutes per day of activity.

From Dr. Paul Simpson —
State College resident and local physician
Greenway Steering Committee member

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

MOBILITY BENEFITS

Greenways can serve as either an independent
transportation route or as an enhancement to other
trangportation facilities. Asnational interest increases
in non-motorized transportation options, greenways
can help put multimodal transportation alternatives into
place. With itslinear form, agreenway and trail
system is an ideal way to connect people to places,
activities, and other people. Greenways can provide an
alternate route to move within a neighborhood or
community, connecting residential areasto work site,
schools and civic centers. By connecting community
to community by greenways can help reduce traffic
congestion on ma or routes and provide alternate
modes of travel. Ultimately greenways can function to
link one form of transportation to another. For
example, agreenway can alow a canoe/kayaker to
walk from the stream to the downtown business district
or alow abiker to connect to an intercity bus route.

Bike racks on Centre Region CATA transportation routes

PSYCHOLOGICAL BENEFITS

Trails and greenways of all types alow the user to
choose how they want to use the trail from hiking to
biking to in-line skating to using an adaptive mobility
device. Thesetypes of activities give an individual the
opportunity to develop skills at their own pace and are
usually in agroup or family-friendly setting.
Greenways can also bring a person a sense of
accomplishment and/or dedication to a cause as there
are so many opportunities to volunteer their timein the
way of fundraising, education, maintenance, safety
patrol, user group (or Friends of ...) associations and
special projects.
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RECREATION BENEFITS

Greenways alow people to reconnect with nature
and support awide variety of recreation uses.
Greenways connect an individual with their
neighboring municipalities, counties, and even
other states. These linear corridors provide a source
of connectivity between the rural areas and main
street business districts. Trailsin every way, shape,
and form are an important recreation link, not a
barrier compared to some forms of infrastructure.

Hairy John’s Picnic Area — at the border of Centre and Union
Counties

COUNTY ISSUES AND CONCERNS

In this section, the plan focuses on several issues
that have particular relevance to the devel opment of
arecreation and greenway network in Centre
County.

Centre County is facing new challenges. Centre
County is a growing community with urban,
suburban, and rural development areas with the
majority of the County’ sresidential and commercial
growth occurring in the Centre Region. More
recently, with the opening of Interstate 99,
significant residential growth has begun to occur in
the adjacent Nittany Valley and Penns Valley
regions. Thisgrowth is projected to continue as a
significant number of residential development plans
have been approved in these areas over the past
several years. Development activity within these
regions will result in the construction of hundreds
of new residential units over the next decade. In
addition, several commercial and industrial areas
are planned at or near interchange locations within
the next several years.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Historically, the County’ s economy has been strong,
evidenced by very low county-wide unemployment
rates even when faced with the recent closure of some
of the areas mgjor manufacturers. While theregion's
economy is heavily dominated by the education sector,
principally driven by employment associated with
Penn State University, the area has a vibrant service
sector that continues to expand along with the growing
residential base. In addition, Penn State and local
community and economic development organizations
have initiated efforts to expand the commercialization
of Penn State' s research enterprise.

While the overall employment picture for the County
remains strong (Centre County is the principal
employment generator for much of central
Pennsylvania) certain areas of the County continueto
experience higher than average unemployment rates
and lack of job opportunities. Areasin the County’s
north and northwest, including the M oshannon and
Mountaintop Planning Regions, were hit particularly
hard with job losses associated with the decline of the
coal industry. Areasin the east and southeast,
including much of the Nittany Valley and Penns Valley
regions, are largely rural and heavily reliant upon
farming and agribusiness opportunities. Asthe
principal employment centers of the County are located
within the Centre Region, infrastructure improvements
must keep pace ensuring that workers and visitors can
continue to access employment, entertainment, and
educational opportunities.

More than 70 percent of Centre County is forestland
and 17.2 percent is agricultural. About athird of the
land is publicly owned by the Bureau of Forestry, the
PA Game Commission, the PA Fish & Boat
Commission, the Department of Conservation &
Natural Resources, and Penn State University.
Rockview State Prison serves as a buffer of open space
between State College and Bellefonte, the County seat.

Bellefonte Sate Fish Hacery
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The rapid pace of development threatens the
agricultural community and it has become common
to see suburban neighborhoods appear on land that
was a grazing pasture or acorn field. Centre
County has some very productive soil (Class| and
Il soils). However Centre County has lower dollar
productivity and net income in farm operations than
most surrounding counties. Y et, more cropland is
devoted to agriculture in Centre County than all of
the neighboring counties. Thisis dueto the lack of
factory type farmsin the county and the presence of
alarge number of small scale farms. Over the
years, the amount of agricultura land in the county
has decreased. Fortunately, the county has enacted
several strategiesto help slow the loss of farmland.
One of these strategiesis the creation of
Agricultural Security Areas, or ASAsto protect the
ability of the farmer to continue normal farming
operations. The county also participatesin an
Agricultural Easement Purchase Program, which
allows the purchase of easements on agricultura
properties to ensure that the land will remain in
agriculture use. A strong agricultural industry is
vitally important to maintaining a diverse economy.

According to Centre County Historical Saciety
records, “between 1800 and 1850 central PA
produced more than half of all the pig-iron smelted
in the United States”. After the iron ore supply was
depleted, county industrialists began to extract coal
and limestone from the soils. Centre County ison
the eastern edge of the state’ s bituminous coal
fields, which have been mined since the 1860's.

Historic Iron Furnaces in Centre County

- Hecla Furnace - Fishing Creek

- Howard Iron Works - Bald Eagle Creek

- Curtin Iron Works - Bald Eagle Creek

- Milesburg Iron Works - Bald Eagle Creek

- Harmony Forge - Bald Eagle Creek\Spring Creek
- Bellefonte Furnace - Buffalo Run

- Turner Iron Works - Spring Creek

- Valentine & Thomas Iron Works - Logan Branch
- Logan Furnace - Logan Branch

10 - Rock Iron Works - Spring Creek

11 - Centre Furnace - Slab Cabin Run

12 - Tussey Furnace - Slab Cabin Run

13 - Julian Furnace - Bald Eagle Creek

14 - Scotia - Big Hollow

15 - Martha Furnace - Bald Eagle Creek

16- Pennsylvania Furnace - Beaver Branch

17 - Hannah Furnace - Bald Eagle Creek

18 - Plumbe Forge - Black Moshannon Creek

19 - Cold Stream Furnace - Cold Stream

O©CoOoO~NOOOUITD WN P

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

In the past underground mining for coal accounted for
almost half of the extraction, leaving the remnants of
many deep mines throughout the northern and western
sections of the county. Many of those deep mines were
then strip-mined, and the destruction at these sites has
lead to erosion, stream sedimentation, dangerous high
walls, and acid mine drainage into nearby streams.
Approximately 12,000 acres of mined land in Centre
County has been abandoned without reclamation.
Efforts to restore acid mine drainage damaged streams
have been a source of grant funding in tributaries of
Beech Creek and Moshannon Creek strongly supported
by the local watershed organizations and with
assistance from the Centre County Conservation
District.

Springs and wells supply most of the majority of the
water usein Centre County. These underground
reserves supply over 20 million gallons daily usage.
The future of growth and development in Centre
County depends on the quality and quantity of our
groundwater resources. Increasing urbanization as
well as recent droughts have increased the need to
balance future growth with the protection of this
resource. Many of the water resource issuesin Centre
County are attributed to point and nonsource point
pollution, run-off from agriculture lands, acid mine
drainage, and the fact that the county has more than 30
small ground level caverns called sinkholes which can
be adirect conduit to the underground water supply.
Spring Creek is the most recognized steam in Centre
County and faces many concerns with the impact of
growth and urbanization in the County.

Cold Stream — Borough of Philipsburg
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The ridge tops of Centre County are important for
their scenic beauty, wildlife habitat, and water
resources. The ridge tops supply some of the
drinking water for communities and provide fresh
water fish habitat. The interior forests of the ridges
supply some of the best wildlife habitat in the
region. Centre County is abundant in significant and
unique natural resources. The rapid growth of the
County and the associated |oss of open space to
devel opment threaten these natural resources.

The Centre County Natura Heritage Inventory
(NHI) 2002 Update identified significant plant,
animal, and natural communities throughout the
county. The recent inventory recognized 94
Biological Diversity Areas (BDA'’s) and three
Landscape Conservation Areas (LCA’S). BDA's
contain plant or animals of special concern at both
the state or federal levels and exemplary natural
communities. LCA’s are alarge contiguous area
which is significant because of its size, open space,
habitats, and/or inclusion of one or more BDA’s. A
significant example in Centre County is Bear
Meadows Natural Area BDA, arelic bog that
provides habitat for at least two plant species of
concern in Pennsylvania.

Bear Meadows — 890 acre National Landmark

Private Property and Recreation
Recreationists are encouraged to respect private
property. Anincreasein outdoor recreation activities
has resulted in increased problems for land owners
adjacent to public land and other undevel oped aress.
Recreation users should work cooperatively and
respectfully with private land owners. Private lands
provide important recreation opportunities even in
states with a high percentage of public lands.
Recreation access to private land is even more
important in states with little or no public lands. Trails
that may be adjacent to private property such asrail -
trails and other greenways can exist in harmony with
the adjoining landowner as most trail users show best
etiquette practices. Privacy for adjoining landowners
can be maintained by fencing and vegetative buffers.

Pictorial examples of vistas, mountaintops, and other
aesthetic areas where private property rights should be
respected in the county. Also important to noteisland
conserved for passive recreation whether it be for
water quality value, presence of floraand fauna,
historica significance, or unfavorable conditions for
devel opment that may be due to steep slopes, soil
conditions, important bird areas, Natural Heritage
Inventory sites, and special designated streams.

Roadside Vista from Tussey Mountain

The valley James Potter saw from Centre Hall Mountain in

1764. Plantation sprang to James Potter's mind when he

first saw a great valley in August 1764, as he reached the
top of Centre Hall Mountain. The valley kept opening

more and more before his eyes. He even saw natural
clearings of grassland among the trees—" Plains," he
called them—and exclaimed: " By God, Thompson, |'ve
discovered an empire!" Source: 15 Historical Sketches of
Our 200 Years by Douglas Macneal
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HOW IS A COUNTY GREENWAY
PLAN DEVELOPED?

For many counties and statewide planning efforts,
Greenway Planning follows a 3-step process
devel oped using three basic questions as follows:

Where are we now? This phase consists of a
thorough inventory. Information will be
gathered about the natural and historic/cultural
assets of the County that may formthe
foundation blocks of the recreation and
greenway corridors.

Where do we want to be? In this phase the
“vision” of the plan is developed. The
information gathered fromthe inventory is
synthesized into a proposed network of
recreation greenways and blueways linking
important destinations throughout the County.
How do we get there? This involves providing
information on how the plan can be
implemented. Included will be management
options, recommended recreation and greenway
corridors, and potential future funding sources.

ELEMENTS OF SCOPE OF WORK

Public Participation

Public input will be solicited through surveys,
meetings and the help of a Greenway Steering
Committee from representatives within the seven
planning regions of the County. The plan will
identify “hubs’ (locations) of three main elements:
recreation, historic resources, and green
infrastructure. The plan will then link these hubs
through corridors resulting in an interconnected
network of greenways, recreation areas, and historic
resources.
§ LI

Public Meeting #1- American Philatelic Society

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Greenway Steering Committee

The Greenway Steering Committee is avoluntary
group of individuals participating in an advisory role.
The Committee met throughout the entire processto
help guide the plan’s development. The Steering
Committee consists of local residents, local experts,
elected officials, and agency representatives.

Greenway Seering Committee #2 — Mapping activity

Key Person Interviews

Key person interviews will be conducted with user-
groups, local officias, public agencies, neighboring
counties, and other individuals that will contribute
valuable information and suggestions throughout the
greenway planning process.

Surveys and Scheduled Meetings

To assist in the public participation process many
surveys will be conducted as well as scheduled
meetings with the Greenway Steering Committee and
the Public meetings as described below.

a) Citizen survey - arandom sample survey will
be mailed to Centre County residents. The
random sample will be chosen from the voter
registration list, which will be stratified by
municipal population. Thiswill alow
residents with higher populationsto receive
more surveys (i.e., State College, Bellefonte,
Philipsburg, and smaller communities the
least), and assures that residentsin each
municipality will receive surveys. Questions
on the survey will be based on the three
elements green infrastructure, historic
resources, and parks and recreation.
Additional questionswill be included to
identify preferences within the three elements.
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b) Municipal survey — Each municipality will
be surveyed with questions focusing on the
supply of recreational facilities and
programs, intermunicipal cooperation,
school district involvement, funding and
expenses of recreation, and priorities for
future recreation. Questions will be related
to the three elements in the recreation plan.

c) School District survey — The County’s
public and private schools and universities
will be surveyed with questions focusing on
their cooperation with the local
communities, inventory of indoor and
outdoor facilities, adequacy of current
facilities, public use of facilities, and plans
for future facility expansion.

d) Public Meetings—Aninitial kickoff
meeting will be held at acentra location in
the County open to the general public. A
second public meeting will be held to
present the draft corridor maps to the public
for comments, concerns, and changes. The
final meeting fina public meeting will
present the draft plan and recommendations
for implementation of the recreation and
greenway plan.

....if you take a syllable from each of these terms—green
from greenbelt and way from parkway, the general idea
of greenway emerges: a natural, green way based on
protected linear corridors which will improve
environmental quality and provide for

outdoor recreation.

—CHARLESLITTLE, Greenways for America, 1990

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

RECREATION & GREENWAY PLAN
STRUCTURE

The Action Plan for Creating PA Greenways puts forth
a“hubs and spokes’ approach to a greenway network
which will be described in this section in more detail.
The Greenway “hubs’ are the destination areas or
gathering places throughout the county. The
Greenway “spokes’ are al of the corridors of open
space, recreation trails (passive, water trails, and
historic based trails) that connect the various greenway
hubs. Quoted from the Action Plan, “Together a
system of hubs and spokes “will help to preserve a
green infrastructure for future generations and provide
green connections for people and wildlife.”

A greenway system is composed of linear components
and origin and destination points. Linear components
of the plan include major and minor corridors, links,
and spurs. Destination and origin points include hubs
and nodes. The greenway network provides
connectivity among all of these features. The key
components of the greenway structure are aso
graphically represented in this section.

Ay T

TR
-
=
w

Civilian Conservation Corp Camp remnants — example of a
historic node — a wonderful educational opportunity

Buffalo Run Community Park —a community park node
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Corridors

A corridor defines the existing and proposed
greenways. It has major regional significance and
serves as the organizing unit for a greenway
network. The corridor can be either land or water
based.

Link

A link connects a corridor to a destination point in
the greenway. Links can include stream corridors,
hiking and biking paths, wildlife corridors, ridge
tops, or water trails. Links can be further defined
by their function within the network. A single
greenway link can have multiple functions within a
greenway network. Functional categories of links
are defined below:

Conservation Link
These links include ecosystems with significant
plant and animal habitat and migration corridors.

Education Link
These corridors connect with historic and cultural
resource locales for interpreting our heritage.

Recreation Link

These links provide opportunities for recreation
such as walking, hiking, biking, canoeing,
kayaking, mountain biking, cross country skiing,
and horseback riding.

Transportation Links

Transportation links furnish pathways for non-
motorized transportation to connect people and
community destinations.

Water Quality Link/Buffes
These corridors contain buffer areas for watercourse
and floodplain protection and flood control

Tourism Link
These corridors provide opportunities for economic
develop and tourism.

Spurs
Spurs are corridors planned and devel oped by

municipalities that link origin and destination points
to the greenway network. Many of these
destinations are schools, parks, or other community
placesthat are not located near natural or manmade

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

corridors. Trails should be devel oped to link these
destinations to the greenway network.

Hubs

Hubs are the major population centersin a greenway
network. They contain all-encompassing elements

that help define a community including commerce
aress, residential areas, schools, parks, churches,
service areas, and transportation centers. Hubs serve as
both major destination and origin points for

greenway visitors.

Nodes

Nodes are destination and origin points that are smaller
in scale than hubs but are significant focal

locations within the greenway network. Nodes can be
categorized according to their function. Node
categoriesinclude:

Community Node

A community node is acommunity with limited
services including neighborhood schools, parks,
churches, and support services, such asfood service or
gas stations.

Heritage Node
A heritage node has historic or cultural significance

Recreation Node
A recreation node features public parks and facilities
that attract visitors for recreational use.

Conservation Node

Conservation nodes have elements related to nature
and the environment including scenic views,
significant or unusual geology, important habitat areas,
groundwater recharge areas, water bodies, and the
Centre County Natural Heritage Inventory sites.

School Node
School nodes are locations of public and private
schools.
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CENTRE COUNTY DEMOGRAPHICS

Geographic Area

Total
Population

Geographic Area

Total

Population

Bald Eagle Subregion

Boggs Township

* CDP = Census Designated Place

Curtin Township

Howard Borough

Howard Township

Liberty Township

1,830

Blanchard CDP

621

Monument CDP

133

Milesburg Borough

1,187

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Centre Region 79,406| |Penns Valley Region
College Township 8,489] |Centre Hall Borough 1,079
Houserville CDP 1,809} |Gregg Township 2,119
Lemont CDP 2,116 Spring Mills CDP 289
Ferguson Township 14,063 |Haines Township 1,479
Pine Grove Mills CDP 1,141 Aaronsburg CDP 485
Ramblewood CDP 1,054 Woodward CDP 126
Halfmoon Township 2,357| |Miles Township 1,573
Stormstown CDP 1,602 Madisonburg CDP 135
Harris Township 4,657 Rebersburg CDP 492
Boalsburg CDP 3,578} |Millheim Borough 749
Patton Township 11,420} |Penn Township 1,044
Park Forest Village CDP 8,830 Coburn CDP 145
State College Borough 38,420 | Potter Township 3,339
Nittany Valley Subregion Upper Bald Eagle Valley Region 5,038
Bellefonte Borough Huston Township 1,311
Benner Township 5,217 Julian CDP 152
Marion Township Port Matilda Borough 638
Spring Township 6,117} | Taylor Township 741
Pleasant Gap CDP Union Township 1,200
Walker Township Unionville Borough 313
Zion CDP Worth Township 835
Moshannon Valley Region Mountaintop Region 2,941
Philpsburg Borough Burnside Township 410
Rush Township Pine Glen CDP 210
North Philipsburg CDP Snow Shoe Borough 771
Sandy Ridge CDP Snow Shoe Township 1,760
South Philipsburg Borough Clarence CDP 577
Intervalley Region Centre County 135,758

1-30




INTRODUCTION — CHAPTER 1

uoibay asua)d

uoifay As|len a1be3 preg ._waai

uoibay As|len suuad

RANQGSa )
J
i.:ﬁ uouueyso

)

T\_o_mwm >m__m>§

To_mwm Aal1eA a1be3 preg 4amo

uoifay dojurejunoln

SNOI93d OSNINNVY'1d ALNNOO d41N3D

1-31

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan




INTRODUCTION — CHAPTER 1

The resources in Centre County have been an
attraction for new residents resulting in steady
population growth since the County was
incorporated in 1800. As of the 2000 Census the
population in Centre County was 135,758 which
included 42,914 students enrolled at the Penn State
University Campus.

Population Trends - Population in Centre County is
expected to continue current trends rise. Predicted
projections use average annua growth from the
population estimates and housing building permit data.
If population growth in Centre County continues to
follow the trend indicated in the Population Trends
chart an additional 30,000 more people would livein
the County creating a need for more recreational
resources to accommodate both the increasein
residents as well as protective measures for open space
for future generations.

Average
July 1, 2005 2007 Total 2010 Total 2020 Total 2030 Total Annual
Estimate  Population Population Population Population Growth
Centre County 140,561 143,544 148,018 162,933 177,847 1,491
WNittany Valley 22,898 23,602 24,657 28,181 31,696 352
ILower Bald Eagle 7,969 8,020 8,098 8,355 8,612 2611
[Mountaintop 2,887 2,928 2,988 3,191 3,394 201
[Penns Valley 11,565 11,941 12,505 14,384 16,263 188]|
l[centre Region 83,378 85,011 87,460 95,623 103,786 816
WUupper Bald Eagle 5,059 5,151 5,288 5,746 6,204/ 46|
lMoshannon Valley 6,805 6,892 7,022 7,457 7,892 43'
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Age Breakdown — The median age for Centre

County is about 30 years old (2005 ACS Data).
The largest percentage is 20 to 24 years of age,
which reflects the population drawn by Penn State

and 15to 19 years of age. The influence of youth

in Centre County further create a need for
recreation and open space planning to retain those
youths into adulthood and retain them as permanent

residents.

Under 5 years 6,273
5to 9 years 6,920'
10 to 14 years 7,126)
15 to 19 years 13,615
20 to 24 years 26 924'
25 to 29 years 9 479'
30 to 34 years 8,660
35 to 39 years 9,027
40 to 44 years 8,710'
45 to 49 years 8,084'
50 to 54 years 7,039)
55 to 59 years 5,331
60 to 64 years 4 493|
65 to 69 years 3,949)
70 to 74 years 3,622
75to 79 years 2,902
80 to 84 years 1,965
85 years and over 1,639|

Racial Characteristics

Pennsylvania 85.37% 9.97% 0.15% 1.79% 0.03% 1.53%

Blair County 97.61% 1.19% 0.08% 0.36% 0.01% 0.14% 0.60%
Cambria County 95.80% 2.83% 0.09% 0.38% 0.02% 0.25% 0.64%
Centre County 91.44% 2.61% 0.14% 3.96% 0.07% 0.74% 1.05%
Clearfield County 97.40% 1.49% 0.12% 0.26% 0.01% 0.26% 0.46%
Clinton County 98.29% 0.52% 0.11% 0.40% 0.02% 0.15% 0.52%
Huntingdon County 93.33% 5.14% 0.11% 0.21% 0.01% 0.45% 0.77%
Lycoming County 93.91% 4.32% 0.21% 0.42% 0.01% 0.26% 0.86%
Mifflin County 98.53% 0.49% 0.08% 0.29% 0.00% 0.18% 0.43%
Union County 90.08% 6.91% 0.16% 1.06% 0.04% 0.37% 1.37%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Centre County

B White

| African American

O American Indian and

Alaska Native
O Asian

B Native Hawaiian and Other|

Pecific Islander
@ Other

@ Two or More Races

. S aa, .3_;5-}!\ I =" ‘
Central PA Festival of the Artsin Sate
College
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Education

The presence of Penn State in Centre County has a
strong influence on Centre County residents. A
high percentage of residents with college degrees as
well as nationally-ranked school districts.

Less than 9

Grade 3.8% >5% %
9"t0 12"
Grade, no 7.9% 12.6% 12.1%
diploma
High School 33.8% 38.1% 28.6%
Graduate
Some
College, no 13.3% 15.5% 21.0%
degree
Meares | A7 >%% o
B?)‘iehgerg s 18.7% 14.0% 15.5%
Gradua_te or 17.5% 8.4% 8.9%
Professional

Seven public school districts exist in Centre
County. Since 1990, each of the school districts
have been involved in facilities planning and
development activities. Because of relatively good
economic conditions in Centre County within the
past 10 years, all of the school districts have made a
concerted effort to maintain as many existing
facilities as possible. Retaining school facilities
within smaller communities and neighborhoods of
Centre County is critical if the municipalities and
their residents desire to maintain the social, cultural,
and historic environment in which they live for
future generations (Centre County Comprehensive 4,
Plan, 2003).

90%

Penns Vall ey Elementary School
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Bald Eagle Area
School District 5 2,010
Bellefonte Area
School District 6 2,991
Keystone Central
School District 12 4,643
Penns Valley Area
School District 4 1,555
Philipsburg-
Osceola Area 5 1,017
School District
State College Area
School District 11 7,325
Tyrone Area
School District 3 1,898

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT COMPARISON
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Clearfield
County

Clinton
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Housing

The housing market is Centre County continues to
be a healthy component of the County’ s economy.
Centre County experienced a 15.1% growth in the
number of housing units since 1990. The growth
may be attributed to steady popul ation growth as
well as the positive economic impact that Penn
State has on our region. The geographic areas
where the greatest increases have occurred arein
the Centre and Nittany Valley Regions.

Not only has the number of housing units increased
but also the market value of the for-sale units. In
2007, the average sale price of ahomein Centre
County was $212,321, and $264,223 for homes
built in the Centre Region. Housing construction
for single-family detached unitsin 2007 had an
average county-wide value of $226,400, which does
not include the cost of land. Tota permitsissued
for single family homes for that year was 307. In
comparison, there were 434 units permitted in 1996
with an average permit value of $115,418. The
decrease in the number of permits may be due to the
overal decline in the nationwide housing market.

The Fair Market Rent for atwo-bedroom apartment
in Centre County in 2008 is listed as $669.

Housing affordability for both sales and rental unitsis
becoming more of aconcern, particularly in the Centre
Region; however, affordability isan issuethat is
beginning to be addressed by policy makers.

Pennsylvania

4,938,140] 5,249,750 311,610

6.3%)

Centre County 46,195 53,161 6,966

15.1%

Centre Region 24,593 29,031 4,438

18.0%

Lower Bald Eagle Valley Region 3,113 3,478 365

11.7%

Nittany Valley Region 7,455 8,494 1,039

13.9%

Moshannon Valley Region 3,279 3,397 118

3.6%

Mountaintop Region 1,329 1,488 159

12.0%

Penns Valley Region 4,600 5,136 536

11.7%

Upper Bald Eagle Region 1,826 2,137 311

17.0%

Building Permit Data

600

500 +
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300 +
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100 ~

)
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i
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Habitat for Humanity of Greater Centre County
(HFHGCC) is afaith-based group working to make
home ownership possible for low-income families.
Property and building materias are donated or
purchased with funds from donations, mortgage
payments, and fundraising projects. Labor is
provided by volunteers and by prospective Habitat
homeowners who invest sweat equity of 350-500
hours and make a $500 down payment. Houses are
sold for approximately the cost of land and
materials. HFHGCC provides 20 - 25 year, no
interest mortgages. Family selection is non-
discriminatory, based on housing need, ability to
make payments to purchase the home, and

HFHGCC is one of
over 1700 Habitat
for Humanity
International
(HFHI) affiliatesin
the U.S. and more
than 90 other
countries

willingness to work in partnership with. Habitat Centre County 27] 255 -0.15) 105.88%
Homes are energy-efficient and easy to maintain. Centre Region 291] 274 -0.17] 106.20%
Seasonal housing is having more of apresencein Nittany Valley 273 259] -0.14] 10541%
Centre County asrecreation and tourism Upper Bald Eagle Valley 25 2.4 -0.1 104.17%
Opportun|t| es continue to be devel oped and Lower Bald Eagle Valley 2.72 2.6 -0.12 104.62%
promoted in Central Pennsylvania. Most units are Mountaintop 277) 263] -0.14] 105.32%
typicaly ‘rustic’ in nature; however, single family Moshannon Valley 248] 238] -0.1] 104.20%
homes, apartments, and condominiums in the Penns Valley 274) 263] -0.11] 10418%

Centre Region are an exception to the rule, serving
as football weekend and occasional retreats.  From
1990 to 2000, the number of seasona unitsin the
Centre Region increased by 121.4% from 126 to
279 units.

SEASONAL HOUSING UNITS

%Change % Change

1980 1990 2000 1980-90 1990-00
Pennsylvania 87,099 144,359 148,230 65.7% 2.7%
Centre County 1,322 1,443 1,536 9.2% 6.4%
Centre 68 126 279] 85.3% 121.4%
Lower Bald Eagle Valley 55 163 236] 196.4% 44.8%
Upper Bald Eagle Valley 103 62 103] -39.8% 66.1%
Moaoshannon Valley 224 245 247 9.4% 0.8%
M ountaintop 204 197 302 -3.4% 53.3%
Nittany Valley 85 71 82 -16.5% 15.5%
Penns Valley 583 579 287 -0.7% -50.4%

Although the County’s population continues to
grow the average household size is on the decline.
This decline may be attributed to County residents
having fewer children and a growing retiree
population which in turn affects the enrollment in
thelocal school districts.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan 1-36
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Income

The high level of educational attainment in Centre

County isreflected in median and household

. I Centre County 36,165 50,557 18,020
income levels. Generally, areas with higher Bellefonte borough 33,216] 42,378 18,659
income levels are also areas that have residents Benner township 42,083 47,800 17,665
with ahigher level of education. In retrospect, the  I555gs township 20.168| 43,886 16,030
per capitaincome also reflects the population by |Burnside township 31,786] 41,786 21,195
age tabulation. Centre County has ahigh amount  [Centre Hall borough 42,143| 49,333 23,195
of post-secondary age residents, who generally College township 50,895| 65,649 24,163
have lower individual incomes because they are Curtin township 32,188 35,875 12,649
full-time students and do not obtain highincome  |Ferguson township 46,703| 62,461 22,724
employment. The low income levels are more Gregg township 40,858] 44,063 17,504
prevalent when Centre County is compared to the ~ [Hines township_ 37,381 41,544 15,993
surroundi ng counties and Pennsylvania_ Halfmoon tow_nshlp 62,198 67,222 23,596
Harris township 60,420 62,222 31,904
. . . . Howard borough 42,981 47,885 18,549
Income is determined in three categories. A Howard township 39,375 43,068 16,175
household income consists of al the individuas Huston township 38,500 42,386 16,268
who live in asingle residence, regardless of Liberty township 31,667] 36,875 15,814
relation. A family incomeisagroup of two or Marion township 41,985 46,691 15,153
more persons who reside together because of Miles township 33,074] 36,063 13,180
marriage, birth or adoption; and per capitaisan Milesburg borough 35,508| 37,885 16,255
average obtained by dividing the total incomeby  fMillheim borough 37,000] 40,682 19,511
total population of an area. Median household Patton township 41,993 61,503 22,860
income is the lowest in State College Borough Penn township 415441 44,688 15,530
. Philipsburg borough 28,356| 36,667 16,002
($21,186) due to the student population a Penn - 155+ Vatilda borough 31,932] 37,344 15,753
State Umversty and isthe hlghest in Halfmoon Potter township 23556 50,000 21.320
Township ($62,198). The family household Rush township 35,239] 39,826 15,683
income isthe lowest in Curtin Township Snow Shoe borough 40,398 42,222 16,497
($35,875) and the highest in Halfmoon Township | Snow Shoe township 31,429] 37,750 16,374
($67,222) and per capitaincomeisthelowest in South Philipsburg borough 35,139] 41,250 15,853
State College ($12,155), followed closely by Spring township 39,042| 46,632 18,896
Curtin ($12,649) and the hi ghest in Harris Statle Collegeh borough 21,186 54,949 12,155
; Taylor township 40,192 43,977 17,994
Township ($31,904). Union township 41,806 45,568 18,468
Unionville borough 34,286] 39,250 15,284
Walker township 48,835| 54,613 19,130
Worth township 42,250] 49,773 17,999
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1999
Disabled Population
Blair County $40,106)  $49,184 $20,880 Inthe 5 to 15 age group, Centre Hall Borough,
Cambria County $32.861] $40,160 $16,743 Howard borough, and Potter Township have the
Centre County $30,179 $37,797 $16,058 . . P
Clearfield Count $36,165]  $50,557] _ $18,020 |lowest disabled population with 0% and Ferguson
. Y : ' ' Township hasthe highest (0.10%). In the 16-64 age
Clinton County $31,357] _ $38,004] _ $16,010 ownsip hasthe hig 270)- R
Huntingdon County $31,064]  $38,177] _ $15,750 groups, Unionville borough has the lowest
Lycoming County $33,313] _ $40,388] _ $15,379 percentage (0.04%) and State College Borough has
Mifflin County $34,016]  $41,040 $17,224 the highest (1.85%). Finally, in the 65 and older age
Union County $32,175]  $38,486 $15,553 group, Bellefonte Borough, Boggs Township, and
Pennsylvania $40,336 $47,538 $17,918 Benner Township al have the lowest percentage
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1999 (0.03%) and Worth Township has the highest

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

(6.47%).
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Centre County 14,574 10.74% 28
Bellefonte borough 78] 0.06% 1,140 0.84% 36/ 0.03%
Benner township 23] 0.02% 350 0.26% 39| 0.03%
Boggs township 19] 0.01% 404] 0.30% 42| 0.03%
Burnside township 7] 0.01% 64| 0.05% 59| 0.04%
Centre Hall borough 0] 0.00% 133] 0.10% 65| 0.05%
College township 52| 0.04% 840 0.62% 66| 0.05%
Curtin township 2| 0.00% 107] 0.08% 75| 0.06%
Ferguson township 129] 0.10% 1,369 1.01% 80| 0.06%
Gregg township 16| 0.01% 242]  0.18% 80] 0.06%
Haines township 13| 0.01% 164 0.12% 81] 0.06%
Halfmoon township 20| 0.01% 177] 0.13% 81 0.06%
Harris township 42| 0.03% 362] 0.27% 97 0.07%
Howard borough 0] 0.00% 109] 0.08% 98] 0.07%
Howard township 8[ 0.01% 132 0.10% 100] 0.07%
Huston township 11] 0.01% 291 0.21% 105] 0.08%
Liberty township 30| 0.02% 341] 0.25% 130 0.10%
Marion township 16| 0.01% 174] 0.13% 152] 0.11%
Miles township 24] 0.02% 243] 0.18% 156 0.11%
Milesburg borough 4] 0.00% 137] 0.10% 157] 0.12%
Millheim borough 25| 0.02% 204f 0.15% 173] 0.13%
Patton township 71 0.05% 1,101} 0.81% 199 0.15%
Penn township 30| 0.02% 128 0.09% 251] 0.18%
Philipsburg borough 7] 0.01% 610] 0.45% 252] 0.19%
Port Matilda borough 11] 0.01% 145] 0.11% 258] 0.19%
Potter township 0] 0.00% 385] 0.28% 2701 0.20%
Rush township 16| 0.01% 541  0.40% 323] 0.24%
Snow Shoe borough 10] 0.01% 93] 0.07% 354 0.26%
Snow Shoe township 16| 0.01% 318] 0.23% 364] 0.27%
South Philipsburg borough 7 0.01% 79| 0.06% 382] 0.28%
Spring township 27] 0.02% 596] 0.44% 469 0.35%
State College borough 21] 0.02% 2,515] 1.85% 617] 0.45%
Taylor township 8] 0.01% 136] 0.10% 631 0.46%
Union township 15 0.01% 187 0.14% 683] 0.50%
Unionville borough 5| 0.00% 51| 0.04% 702] 0.52%
Walker township 19] 0.01% 555 0.41% 1,130 0.83%
Worth township 8| 0.01% 151 0.11% 8,785 6.47%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000
Sgn for Handicapped Loop Trail
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CENTRE COUNTY LAND USE

LAND USE 2006 ACRES 2002 ACRES 2006 2002 1995

Residential 23688.00 24189.00 3.33 3.41 2.93
Commercial 2316.00 2104.00 0.33 0.30 0.25
Industrial 783.00 728.00 0.11 0.10 0.12
Vacant Structure 56.00 73.00 0.01 0.01 N/A

Mined Land 3272.00 2774.00 0.46 0.39 0.53
Transportation 12051.00 15448.00 1.69 2.18 2.04
Communications 46.00 44.00 0.01 0.01 N/A

Utility 1820.00 790.00 0.25 0.11 N/A

Public or Semi-Public 2289.00 2111.00 0.32 0.30 0.29
Recreation 3555.00 3241.00 0.50 0.46 0.50
TOTAL DEVELOPMENT 49876.00 51502.00 7.01 7.26 6.66
Agriculture 108344.00 109851.00 15.22 15.48 17.22
Forested 516716.00 514429.00 72.57 72.51 70.90
Reclaimed Land 12997.00 12846.00 1.83 1.81 N/A

Vacant and Unused 20090.00 17231.00 2.82 2.43 4.63
Water 3958.00 3628.00 0.55 0.50 0.60
TOTAL LAND USE 712005* 709486.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

General Land Use Trends from

1975 through 2006

Tota development has increased over the last 30
years but remains within 6 to 7 % of total land use.
Residential land use increased steadily from 1975
through 2002 by 2%. Residential land use has
remained around 3.4% of total land use from 2002 to
2006 as the number of new home construction has
remained steady, averaging around 675 permits
issued per year. New building permitsissued for
single family dwelling units decreased between 2002
and 2006 (647 permits in 2002; 400 permitsin
2006). New building permitsissued for duplexes,

townhouses, and multi-family residences has

increased between 2002 and 2006 (179 permitsin
2002; 285 permitsin 2006). From 2002 to 2006,
residential land use for single family dwelling units
increased by 1.19% while multi-family residence
land use increased by 0.04%.

Commercia land use increased by just over 200
acres between 2002 and 2006. All commercial
sectors (heavy, retail, and services) had increases but

heavy commercial operations had the largest

increase from 0.12% to 0.14%. Commercial retail
increased steadily since 1995 but has remained at
.07% of land use since 2002. Moshannon Valley,
Upper Bad Eagle Valley, and the Centre Region had
the largest percent increase in commercial land use

with 1.67%, 1.17.%, and 1.1% respectively.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Industrial land uses for both heavy and light industry
increased steadily by approximately 0.01% every 5

years between 1975 and 1995. In 2002, there was
0.02% decrease in industrial land as major industrial
employers closed and/or relocated from Centre
County. A partid list of industries that have closed,
downsized, and/or relocated include Cerro, Corning,
and Muratta Erie. The Centre Region isthe only
planning region that had a decrease in industrial land
use since 2002 while al other planning regions had
increases. The Moshannon Valey Region gained
the most industrial land use with 10 acres, an
increase of 1.76%.

Vacant structures have only been documented since
2002. All types of vacant structures are considered:
commercial, industrial, public, and residential.
There was a 17 acre reduction in the number of
vacant structures between 2002 and 2006 but that
till tranglates into 0.01% land use for both years.

Mined land includes gas wells, quarries, and strip
mines. Mined land had steadily decreased between
1975 and 2002 by 1.87%. Between 2002 and 2006
there was an increase in mined land by 498 acres.
The greatest portion of the increasein mined land
came from gas well exploration by 385 acres.

The Upper Bald Eagle Valley Region shows the
most highly visible transportation change with the
opening of the 1-99 corridor over Skytop Mountain
across Taylor and Worth Townships.
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Centre County Land Use 2006

Residential Vacant Land .
3327% |  2820% /  1825%

Reclaimed Land

Transportation
/7 1.693%

Agriculture
15.217%

Public
0.321%

0.325%

Industrial
0.11%

Vacant Structures  Communications Mined Land
0.008% 0.006% 0.003%

B Forests

O Agriculture

O Residential

@ Vacant Land

@ Reclaimed Land

B Transportation

@ Water

O Recreation

O Mixed Use

B Commercial

0O Public

m Utility

O Industrial

B Vacant Structures
@ Communications

O Mined Land

Public and semi-public land uses only increased by
0.02% between 2002 and 2006. Land use devoted to
education gained 94 acres followed by government
land uses which increased by 81 acres.

Recreation land use increased by 0.04% or 314
acres. Thelargest increase in recreational land use
was found in Worth Township with the construction
of anew golf course which added 312 acres of
recreational use.

Agricultura land still remains the second largest
land use type in Centre County consisting of
108,344 acres which makes up 15.22% of the land
use. Agricultura land (tillable land) decreased by
1,507 acres, aloss of 0.26% in land area.
Agricultural land has been declining since 1975 with
the largest reduction between 1995 and 2002.

Forested land remains the top land use covering
516,716 acres or 72.5% of Centre County’s land.
Most forested lands are owned by the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania which includes
state forest, state game, and state park lands. The
Commonwealth owns approximately 255,000 acres
or nearly half of the forested acreage.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan
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FUTURE LAND USE TRENDS

Centre Region

Despite the nationwide decrease in new home
construction, the Centre Region has experienced
residential growth. Permits submitted for new
residences of all types has remained steady from
year-to-year between 2002 and 2008, averaging
about 300 building permits annually. Residential
land use in thisregion will likely continue to
increase asit is the most populated region in the
County. Industrial land uses, especially those
related to research and development, are expected to
increase within this region over the next decade.

The Lower Bald Eagle Valley Region
Forecasting data predicts that the residential land use
growth will occur primarily within Boggs Township
near Milesburg. Land usesrelated to mining and
mineral extraction increased by 20% as the northern
tiers of Boggs and Curtin Townships had new

natural gaswellsdrilled. Mined land is expected to
increase within the Lower Bald Eagle Valley as
more natural gas exploration expands within the
Marcellus Shale formation.

The Moshannon Valley Region

This region has experienced the more commercial
and industrial growth among all planning regions
duein large part to the Moshannon Valley Economic
Development Business Park. Commercial land use
and industrial land use increased 40% and 43%,
respectively. Both commercia and industrial land
uses are forecasted to increase as the business park
contains unsold lots and plans to expand into
adjacent land. Mined land increased by 9% asthe
natural gas well exploration in the Marcellus Shale
formation continues and is forecasted to continue to
increase.

The Mountaintop Region

Commercia and industrial land uses both increased
as new businesses were established next to the
Interstate 80 Interchange. There remain severa
vacant lots within commercial and industrial zoning
near the interchange which are expected to be
developed in the next decade. Mined land increased
gaining 432 acres since 2002. Of al mgor land use
categories, mining and mineral extractionis
expected to change the landscape of the
Mountaintop Region. Natural gas exploration has

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

aready increased the number of well sitesto nearly
thirty (30). Newer drilling methods and roving
equipment which require more acreage for
operations will nearly quadruple the acres necessary
to access drilling sites.

The Nittany Valley Region

Commercia land increased in Walker Township
around the Zion area whereas industrial land uses
increased in Benner Township within the Penn Eagle
Industrial Park and the Benner Commerce Park
adjacent to the Interstate 99 Interchange. Both
commercial and industrial land uses are expected to
grow especially along the State Route 150 corridor
which connectsto Interstate 99. This region is not
forecasted to be affected by the surge in natural gas
well exploration; however the demand for limestone
for road construction and development may result in
expanded mined land use.

The Penns Valley Region

Residential development isfor the most part,
sporadic throughout Penns Valley with subdivisions
near Centre Hall and the village of Spring Millsin
Gregg Township. Residential development is
forecasted to grow at a steady rate through 2040
with 2 larger subdivisions planned in Potter
Township; residential development will otherwise
come from existing parcel split-offs, especially in
eastern Penns Valley. Commercial development
around Potters Mills at the intersection of State
Route 45 and 144 occurred and available land zoned
commercial in that areais forecasted to be developed
through 2030. The same area also has available
acres zoned industrial which are forecasted to be
developed. The potentia for commercial land use
growth can also be found along US Route 322 in
Potter Township near Tusseyville.

Upper Bald Eagle Valley Region

Denser residential growth is forecasted within Worth
Township through 2020 while more sparse
residential development is expected in Huston and
Union Townships. Eagle Creek Community, a
modular home subdivision west of Unionville, is
expected to add 100 homes through 2040. The
topography of the region limits most devel opment to
the area along the Alternate State Route 220
corridor.
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INVENTORY OF CENTRE COUNTY’S RESOURCES — CHAPTER 2

This chapter includes a detailed analysis of the
natural and cultural resources within Centre County.
It was important to describe and highlight these
features as many of the mentioned resouces are
critial features and/or a significant part of a proposed
or existing recreation or greenway corridor
illustrated in Chapter 3 —“ Assembling the Greenway
Network”.

NATURAL RESOURCES
Centre County Natural Heritage I nventory

The first steps for ensuring protection of
environmentally sensitive/ecologically important
areas are identifying them and determining their
importance. The Centre County Natural Heritage
Inventory (1991), and the update to the inventory
(2002), prepared by Western Pennsylvania
Conservancy (WPC), are designed to identify and
map important biotic (living) and ecologica
resources present in Centre County.

The inventory, while not bestowing protection to
any of the areaslisted, actsas atool for

informed and responsible decision-making. Public
and private organizations may use the

inventory to guide land acquisition and conservation
decisions as local municipalities and the

County may use it to help with comprehensive
planning, zoning and the review of development
proposals. Devel opers, utility companies and
government agencies al may benefit from access
to this environmental information prior to the
creation of detailed development plans. The biotic
resources as identified by the WPC for thisregion
include:

@ Landsthat support important components
of Pennsylvania s native species
biodiversity

@ Populations of speciesthat are facing
imperilment at a state and/or global level,
and their habitats

@ Natural communities (assemblages of plants

and animals) that are regionally important
to biodiversity because they are
exceptionally undisturbed and/or unique
within the state

@ Areasimportant for genera wildlife habitat,
open space, education , scientific study, and
recreation

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

@ Areasthat have been left relatively
undisturbed by human activity
@ Potential habitats for species of concern
Natural Heritage Area Classification as defined
by the Centre County Natural Heritage
Inventory (2002) Update

BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AREA (BDA)
An area containing plants or animals of
special concern at either state or federa
levels, exemplary natural communities,

or exceptional native diversity. BDA’s
include both the immediate habitat and
surrounding lands important in the
support of these special elements.

LANDSCAPE CONSERVATION AREA (LCA)
A large contiguous areawhichis

important because of its size, open

space, habitats, and/or inclusion of one

or more Biological Diversity Areas.

Although a LCA includes avariety of

land uses, it typically has not been

heavily disturbed and thus retains much

of its natural character.

MANAGED LANDS

Managed |ands are owned or |eased properties with
importance, or potential importance, to the overall
maintenance and protection of ecological resources
in Centre County and include public properties,
private properties, and Dedicated Areas (DA).

The 1991 Centre County Natural Heritage Inventory
recognized 64 areas of ecological

signficance— 62 Biological Diversity Areas

and 2 Landscape Conservation Areas. The Western
Pennsylvania Conservancy updated the Natural
Heritage inventory in 2002 adding many new BDAS
within the county.*

Persius Duskywing (Erynnis persius persius)
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IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS (1BA)

Formed in 1996, Pennsylvania devel oped the first
statewide IBA program in the country. A group of
scientific advisors (known as the Ornithological
Technical Committee) has identified over 80 IBA
sites encompassing over two million acres of
Pennsylvanias public and private land. These areas
include migratory staging areas, winter roost sites
and prime breeding areas for songbirds, wading

Sites supporting a significant population of
one or more species on Pennsylvania' s
“gpecial concern” list.

Sites containing representative, rare,
threatened or unique habitats, with birds
characteristic of those habitats.

Sites where long-term avian research or
monitoring is ongoing.®

birds, shorebirds, and other species.”

Pennsylvaniais making an important
contribution to the conservation of bird habitat
in the western hemisphere. Penns Woods are
critical to many interior forest birds, providing
nesting habitat to 17% of the world's Scarlet
Tanagers and 9% of the Wood Thrushes. By
focusing attention on the most essential and
vulnerable areas, the IBA program helpsto
promote proactive habitat conservation,
benefiting birds and biodiversity.

The goals of the IBA program are to identify a
network of sites throughout the state that are

o mieil

Peeimiil Helibiises
Amrzl Horacoon e

essential for sustaining wild bird populations,
and to protect or manage these sites for long-term
conservation purposes.

How are sites nominated?

Currently, over two million acres of land in
Pennsylvania have been identified as IBA’ s and we
continue to encourage individuas, Audubon
chapters and the conservation community statewide
to propose additional sites. If you know about a site
in your areathat may qualify, please contact
Audubon Pennsylvaniafor more information.

How Does a Site Qualify as an Important

Bird Area?
Nominations are presented to Pennsylvania' s
Ornithological Technical Committee two times per
year. This committee is comprised of top bird
experts who determine whether or not a site meets
one or more of the following criteria:
- Any site having exceptional concentration or
diversity of birdlife.
Sites with asignificant population of state or
federally-listed endangered or threatened
Species.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Example of Important Bird Area Map — Soroul State
Forest

STATE PARKS

BALD EAGLE STATE PARK

The 5,900-acre park liesin the broad Bald Eagle
Valey of north central Pennsylvania. Two geologic
provinces create Bald Eagle's scenic beauty. The
Allegheny Plateau to the north and west holds
smooth, undulating uplands. The Ridge and Valley
Province to the south and east contains numerous
long, narrow mountain ridges separated by valleys.

A 100-foot high and 1.3 mile long dam forms Foster
Joseph Sayers Reservoir. Completed in 1969, the
reservoir is named in honor of Foster Joseph Sayers,
aPrivate 1st Class Medal of Honor recipient in
World War 11.

The 1,730-acre lake is the focal point for water-
based recreation in the park. The lake extends nearly
eight miles upstream and has 23 mil e of shoreline.
Because of itsrolein flood control, the lake water is
managed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
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(USACE) or (COE) and lake levels vary
throughout the year. Beginning in November, the
USACE begins afive-foot lake draw down to
prepare for winter waters. Between mid-February
and early March, the water level islowered an
additional 15 feet.*

BLACK MOSHANNON STATE PARK

Perched on the top of the Allegheny Plateau, Black
Moshannon State Park and former site of Civilian
Conservation Corp.Camp (CCC) features the Black
Moshannon Bog Natural Area. Trailsand a
boardwalk help people explore the birds and plants
of the bog and surrounding forests.

Black Moshannon State Park covers 3,394 acres of
forests and wetlands that provide recreational
opportunities for thousands of visitors. The park
conserves unigue, natural environmentsand isin
Centre County on PA Route 504, nine miles east of
Philipsburg. More than 43,000 acres of the
Moshannon State Forest surround the park and help
create aremote and wild setting.

Historic School house — Black Moshannon Sate Park

According to local tradition, American Indians
called this watershed "Moss-Hanne," meaning
"moose stream," thus the origin of the park's name.
Appropriately, the "black" in the park name

describes the tea-colored waters. The 250-acre Black

Moshannon Lakeisfed by clear springs and small
streams which flow through the bogs that stretch in
most directions from its shores. As the clear water
flows through sphagnum moss and other wetland
plants, it becomes colored by plant tannins.’

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

PENN-ROOSEVELT STATE PARK

This 41-acre park and former site of CCC Campis
in an isolated area of the Seven Mountains region
known as the Stone Creek Kettle. While this Centre
County park issmall in size, it is surrounded by an
80,000-acre block of Rothrock State Forest. Penn-
Roosevelt offers primitive low-density recreation
with access to avast expanse of public land.

Penn-Roosevelt State Park did not exist until June 5,
1933, when members of the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) arrived to set up awork camp during
the height of the Great Depression. The camp at
Penn-Roosevelt was first known as Camp S-62,
Stone Creek Kettle. The CCC of the 1930s was
segregated and the camp at Stone Creek Kettle was
one of only 12 Black camps in Pennsylvania. Corps
members lived at the camp and constructed
recreational facilities, including a 195-foot log-crib
dam that has since been stone-faced. They also built
many of the surrounding forestry roads and trails.
Two fireplaces, a unique stone bake oven and other
ruins of the camp can still be found.®

POE VALLEY- POE PADDY STATE PARK

Cozy Poe Valley State Park and former site of CCC
Campisnestled in arugged mountain valley in
Centre County. Seemingly endless forests surround
the 25-acre Poe Lake. The 620-acre state park is
surrounded by the 198,000-acre Bald Eagle State
Forest.

Poe Paddy State Park islocated at the confluence of
Big Poe Creek and Penns Creek, atrout angler's
paradise featuring the nationally recognized green
drake mayfly hatch in June. Hikers also walk the
Mid State Trail through the 250-foot long Paddy
Mountain Railroad Tunnel.’

Poe Lake and amenities at Poe Valley Sate Park
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McCALLS DAM STATE PARK
This park islocated at the extreme east end of
Centre County. It can be reached by traveling
McCalls Dam state forest road, which links PA 192
at R. B. Winter State Park and PA 880 at Eastville.
Magjestic pines, hemlocks, maples and oaks within
Bald Eagle State Forest surround the 8-acre State
Park. In 1850, an early settler built adam on White
Deer Creek to provide power to his large sawmill
and shingle mill. Sixteen years later the dam was
repaired and used as the second of a series of splash
dams, used to float white pine logs to the
Susquehanna River and the extensive sawmills at
Watsontown. Although the dam is gone, Johnny
McCall and his dam will aways be remembered
because of McCalls Dam State Park.®

McCalls Dam Sate Park

HAIRY JOHN'’S PICNIC AREA

Hairy John’s Picnic Areawas formally known as
Hairy John's State Forest Park and lies within Bald
Eagle State Forest (PA Forestry District #7) very
near the border line of Centre and Union Counties.
The picnic areais a picturesque destination point for
travel on PA Route 45 and is linked to the Mid State
Trail and very near the quaint village of Woodward.

Hairy John’s Picnic ]
Area —former Sate Forest Park

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Sgn along PA Route 45 at Hairy John's Picnic Area —
also denotes Centre County and Union County Border

LI s

Cross County Si Trail sign at Hairy John’s Picnic Area
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STATE FORESTS

BALD EAGLE STATE FOREST

The Bald Eagle State Forest hosts all the major game
species typicaly found in Pennsylvania, including
deer, bear, wild turkey and other small game.
Driving and walking for pleasure is a maor outdoor
recreational use of the forest. The District has 340
miles of drivable roads and about the same number
of miles of trails. There are five designated scenic
drives.

The Mid-State Trail traverses the District running
northeast from the Route 322 roadside rest at the
Centre-Mifflin county line, through R. B. Winter
State Park to the village of McElhattan, southeast of
Lock Haven in Clinton County. There are 27 vistas
within the Bald Eagle State Forest. They offer the
forest user many and varied views of both the State
owned and private land within and surrounding the
District.’

BALD EAGLE
aTATE
FOREST

b OiETRIET GiviCK

Bald Eagle District Forest Office located on PA Route 45
to the East of Centre County in Union County

MOSHANNON STATE FOREST

More and more people are making use of the
Moshannon State Forest as their recreation outlet. In
recent years there has been an increasing demand for
types of recreation that only large tracts of forest
lands can provide. Traditional outdoor activities
such as hunting and fishing have been stable, but
such things as cross-country skiing, mountain
biking, backpacking, horse back riding and
motorized recreationa activity increase each year.
Some of these have required the construction of new
or the upgrading of older trail systems. Maps have

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

been created for a number of the specialty trails and
may be obtained at the district office.

Very noteworthy to mention, leaving Centre County
from the village of Moshannon and traveling
through Karthus and heading toward Piper will now
bring you into the neighboring County of Clearfield.
One of the suggested driving tours and an existing
tour lie within the pristine and picturesque Quehanna
Wild Area. The QuehannaWild Areawas set aside
to maintain the undevel oped character of the forest
environment. This 50,000-acre areawas originally
state forest land that was transferred to the Curtis
Wright Corporation for jet engine and nuclear
research in 1955 and returned to the Commonwealth
in 1966. Today this area shows the stark evidence of
extensive oak leaf roller mortality and the massive
destruction caused by the 1985 tornado. Natural
regeneration has become evident on anumber of
these sites, holding the promise of afuture forest.
The Quehanna Wild areaisjointly administered by
the Moshannon and Elk Forest Districts. Certain
special regulations guide the types of activities that
are permitted in the wild area.

The 975-acre Marion Brooks Natural Areaisthe site
of a pure stand of white birch trees. It is adjacent to
the Quehanna Wild Area. This areais preserved so
that nature may take its course, free from human
intervention.™

ROTHROCK STATE FOREST

Vistas or scenic overlooks are amajor attraction for
many forest visitors. The best known and most
easily accessible in the Rothrock is the well-known
overlook atop Tussey Mountain along PA Route 26
at the Centre/Huntingdon County line. Named after
the late State Senator Jo Hayes of State College, the
siteislocated on State Forest land and isjointly
maintained by the Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation and Rothrock District personnel. The
view overlooks the State College area and several
surrounding townshipsin Centre County.

Fish and wildlife are one of the many resources
provided by the forest. The Little Juniata River
which flows through the Little Juniata Natural Area
(Huntingdon County) is an excellent trout fishery.
Several smaller mountain streams are a so stocked
with trout. Deer, bear, and turkey are plentiful, along
with many species of small game. The diverse and
extensive forest habitat provides the sportsman and
naturalist opportunities to observe a number of
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rarely seen species. The Rothrock State Forest is
truly a"living forest." The State Forest maintains a
nursery and dam that is adjacent to PA Route 322 in
Potter Township. Many of the forestry signs, picnic
tables, birdhouses and other fabrications are made at
Penn Nursery and distributed to State Parks and
Forests across the Commonwealth. Rothrock lands
are managed to provide recreational opportunities
for thousands of visitors each year while making a
significant contribution to Pennsylvania's economy
with its high quality timber production™

Penn Nursery — PA Bureau of Forestry

SPROUL STATE FOREST

Situated north of the Allegheny front in the
Allegheny Plateau region, the Sproul State Forest
contains some of the most rugged and remote forest
land in Pennsylvania. The area offers some
outstanding opportunities for diversified outdoor
recreation including:

Hunting -- Black bear, whitetail dear, and wild
turkey habitat is abundant, and these species are
found in good numbers throughout the Sproul State
forest.

Elk Viewing -- Proposed Elk Scenic Corridor -
Connects "Elk Country" to Interstate 80 and isthe
best southern access to the recommended viewing
sites. You can access the Corridor from the west via
Route 153 at Exit 111, from east at Exit 147 via
Route 144 and Route 144. Most of the Sproul State
Forest is designated by Pa Audubon Society as an
Important Bird Area (IBA). Spectacular views are
located Fish Dam Run Overlook, approximately 20
miles from Moshannon along PA Route 144 North,
Dennison Run Overlook, about 10 miles south of

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Renovo, and at Burns Run Overlook, about 15 miles
south of Renovo. Though all of these overlooks and
vistas arein Clinton County they are important to
mention as they are arecreational link for the two
counties and increase recreation and heritage tourism
throughout north central Pa across county borders.

Fishing -- There are over 400 miles of freestone cold
water streams within the Sproul State Forest.
Included in thistotal are 12 streams where water
quality and native trout populations are such that
these streams are classified as Wilderness Trout
Streams.

Hiking -- Two hiking trails systems designated as
State Forest Trails are located within the Sproul
State Forest. The Chuck Keiper Trail isa50 mile
double looped system which includes trailsin the
Fish Dam Wild Area and Burns Run Wild Area. The
Chuck Keiper Trail is marked with orange paint
blazes.

i .

Ehich Ke Trad - Lt |23 siles !
B @ .
2 .
'f-\-\.,-f.ﬂ
ut? )

Chuck Keiper Trail — 23 mile Eastern Loop

There are numerous other foot trails which were
originaly built for fire access which provide good
hiking into most parts of the Sproul State Forest.
These trails are not marked or maintained. When
hiking in the Sproul State forest persons should
dress for the weather and use map and compass
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Mountain Biking -- All trails within the Sproul State
Forest are open to mountain biking, with the
exception of the Donut Hole Trail and the Chuck
Keiper Trail. Most trails are kept clear over the
summer, but some do become overgrown. It is
recommended you contact the district office to find
out which trails are better for riding..

Cross-country Skiing -- There are trail opportunities
for both novice and experienced skiers.

Canoeing -- A canoe access parking areais located
on Pennsylvania Route 879 south of Karthaus. Most
canoeing occurs in the spring when there is adequate
water on the West Branch of the Susquehanna River.
The parking areais closed during the winter months
when canoeing is not possible. There are numerous
exit areas down river from Karthaus.

Snowmobiling -- Snowmobile Trails are available
for use when snow conditions permit. The Hyner
Mountain Trail systemis marked and groomed.
Also, many State Forest Roads are open for joint use
of snowmoabiles and licensed motorized vehicles.

All Terrain Vehicles -- Thereisone areain the
Sproul State Forest opento All Terrain Vehicles use.
The areaislocated near the Huling Branch of Two
Mile Run and consists of old woods roads, old coal
mining roads, and unreclaimed surface mining areas.
All the rest of Sproul State Forest is closed to All
Terrain Vehicle use.”

Pennsylvania Forest Districts Map

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

STATE GAME LANDS

The Pennsylvania Game Commission is the agency
responsible for wildlife conservation and
management in Pennsylvania. The mission of the
PA Game Commissioniis:

To manage and protect wildlife

To manage wildlife habitat
Toinform and educate the public on
wildlife and safe hunting practices

The PA Game Commission purchases land using
revenues from hunting and trapping fees.
Recreational passive use is permitted, and noted by
signage and maps available from the Game
Commission. There are six PA Game Lands that lie
within and or connect to bordering counties. They
include:

State Game Lands in Centre
County

State Game Land #33 17,757 acres
State Game Land #92 5,234 acres
State Game Land #100 16,875 acres
State Game Land #176 6,857 acres
State Game Land #295 2,695 acres
State Game Land #323 2,533 acres

Pa State Game Lands 295 — Miles and Walker Townsihps
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FISH & BOAT COMMISSION LANDS

“The mission of the Fish & Boat Commission isto
protect, conserve and enhance
the Commonwealth’ s aquatic resources and provide
fishing and boating
opportunities’
It will be the policy of the Commission to protect,
conserve, and enhance the quality and diversity of the
fishery resources of this Commonwealth including reptiles
and amphibians and to provide continued and varied
angling opportunity through scientific inventory,
classification, and management of that resource.

Centre County has three operational State Fish
Hatcheries: The Bellefonte State Fish Hatchery,
Benner Spring State Fish Hatchery, and the Pleasant
Gap State Fish Hatchery. The Commission’sH.R.
Stackhouse School facility and the pristine
Fisherman’s Paradise is located at the Bellefonte
facility. Average annual visitors range from 500 at
the Pleasant Gap facility to nearly 6,000 at the
Bellefonte facility.

Streams that support a population of naturally
produced trout of sufficient size and quantity to
support along term and rewarding sport fishery
without stocking are defined as “ Class A Wild Trout
Streams’. Centre County has forty (40) such
segments of stream throughout the county
supporting both Brook, Brown, and Mixed
Brook/Brown Trout.

Seven miles downstream to the Catch and Release
areafrom its confluence with Elk Creek, Penns
Creek is designated as an “ All-Tackle Trophy Trout”
section of stream.

Boat launches owned and maintained by Fish and
Boat Commission are abundant within the County.
For a detailed map of the locations of all the State
boat launches visit their website at:

www.fish.state.pa.us/water/county/pfbcmaps/00ncmenu.htm

Boat rentals including canoe and kayak are available
at: Bald Eagle State Park Marina, Black Moshannon
State Park, Evock’s Inland Marine & Power Sports,
Poe Valle/Poe Paddy State Park, and Tussey
Moutain Outfitters. There are many chartered and
private guides for the recreational enthusiast to enjoy
the abundance and exceptional value of Centre
County’s streams. For alisting of experienced
chartered guides visit the PA Fish and Boat

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Commisison website or call the Peasant Gap
Hatchery Office.

H.R. Stackhouse School — Bellefonte State Hatchery

Pleasant Gap Sate Fish Hatchery
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COUNTY MUNICIPAL PARKS
There are an abundance of municipal parks within

“Parks build healthy communities by creating
stable neighborhoods and strengthening

the county with nearly every municipality hosting a community development”

park or recreation facility. These areas are important
local recreation hubs and connection links from one
greenway destination to another. In the following
chartsthefacilities are listed by municipality within
the County’ s planning regions (the charts also
include recreationd facilities on public school
grounds such as soccer fields for example). The
majority of the municipal parks are located within
the Centre Region municipalities either within the
Borough of State College and the Townships of
College, Ferguson, Harris, and Patton and operated
and maintained by the Centre Region Council of
Governments — Centre Region Parks and Recreation
Department. Many of the outlying rural

The National Recreation and Park Association has
established standards regarding the percentage of
parks within a municipality per 1000 residents. The
chart below looks at the total population of each
municipalitiy, the total percentage of parkland
within each municpality, the recommended
percentage of acreage from the National Recreation
and Park Association, and whether or not each
municipality fitsinto the recommended range.

muncipalitiesrely heaviy on their recreationa Bellefonte 6395 87.45 4010 67 YES
H ' H Benner 5217 46.45 33t055 YES
facilties and h_avg made val |§r)t_efforts to fenh_ance B o) =2 T Ve
and restore existing park facilities both with invested  [Burnsde 410 5 3t04 YES
H H 1+ Centre Hall 1079 69.2 6tol1l YES

volunteer time and success with grant opportunities. s S s Soas VEe
Curtin 551 125.35 3t06 YES

Ferguson 14063 245.6 8810148 YES

Gregg 2119 121.92 13t0 22 YES

Haines 1479 1.27 9to 16 NO

Halfmoon 2357 17.94 14t0 25 YES

Harris 4657 51.14 291049 YES

Howard Twp 924 0 61010 NO

Howard Boro 699 8.4 4t07 YES

Huston 1311 15.96 8to 14 YES

Liberty 1830 0 7t011 NO

Marion 978 16.72 61010 YES

Miles 1573 11.07 10to 17 YES

Milesburg 1187 9.37 7t012 YES

Millheim 749 21.12 5t08 YES

Patton 11420 387.47 71t0 120 YES

Penn 1044 4.22 7t011 NO

Philipsburg 3056 63.93 19t0 32 YES

Port Matilda 638 11.5 4t07 YES

Potter 3339 361.81 21t0 35 YES

Rush 3466 194.54 221036 YES

Snow Shoe Boro 771 44,34 5t08 YES

Snow Shoe Twp 1760 13.75 11to0 19 YES

"' Spring 6117 149.41 38to64 YES
State College 38420 102.61 238 t0 400 NO

Taylor 741 0 5t08 NO

Union 1200 17 8t012 YES

Unionville 313 0 2t03 NO

Walker 3299 115.21 21t035 YES

Worth 835 0 5t09 NO

The tables on the following pages describe the
parkland and facilities within each planning region
of the County. The detailed tables also include open
space/parkland found within the Sate Parks within
the County and municipal playgrounds on school
property many of which may also include ball fields
and soccer fields.

e —— [—
=
e E

Old Fort Ballfield — Potter Township
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CENTRE COUNTY PARKS
2/ a3 55,
THHHHEHEE
JE IR IHHES
Park Name Acres 22 e/ 8]/ 28] 3%
CENTRE REGION
College Twp. Dalevue Park 14.78] x | x x| x| x
Fogelman Field Park 15.00] x X
Hams Acres Parklet 200
Mountainside Park 717
M. Nittany Temace Park 293
Nittany Orchard Park 520 X x| x| x
Oak Grove Parklet 292
Penn Hills Park 4.89 X X
Slab Cabin Park 1402] x
Spring Creek Park 3399 x | x| x x| x| x
Stony Batter Natural Area 3290
Thompson Woaods Preserve 4335
Total: 179.15
JFerguson Twp. Autumnwood Park 9.50 X X
Fairbrook Park 29001 x | x X X
Ferguson Elementary School Ballfields 3.00
Former Ferguson Twp. Municipal Authority 80.00 Preserve
Greenbriar-Saybrook Park 800 x | x X
Haymarket Park 1200] x | x X X | x
Homestead Park 200 x | x X X | x
Meadows Park 200] x | x %
Overlook Heights Totlot 1.00 X
Park Crest Farm (at Tudek) 26.00
Park Hills Park 5.93 X
Suburban Park 10.00] x | x x| x
Tom Tudek Memorial Park 6100] x | x| x| x %
Westfield Park 1.50
Total: 251.93
JHalfmoon Twp. Autumn Meadow Park 9.44
Halfmoon Twp. Municipal Park 850 x | x X
Total: 17.94
[Harris Twp. Blue Spring Park 1040] x | x X X | x
Country Place Park 430 X X
Eugene Fasick Park 1736 X X
Kaywood Park 5.70 X X
Nittany View Park 210 X X
Oak Hall Parkland 70.28
Stan Yoder Memonal Preserve 15.00 Open Space
Total: 126.14
[Patton Twp. Ambleside Park 7.14
Bernel Road Park 7436
Camegie Dr. Tot Lot 4.00 X
Cedar Cliff Park 248 Open Space
Circleville Park 3298] x | x X X
Circleville Woods 55.00
Crust Tract 7436
Ghaner Drive Parklet 221 x | x
Graycaim Park 1.50 Open Space
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- £
8l wl 3
Bl ol B wl 5l 5)s
s/3/8/5/5/8/8%
s/8/£/8/§/8 88
Park Name Acres 2/8/¢/8/3/5/8/8
Graysdale Park 14.10] x | x X x | x
Green Hollow Park 1564] x | x x| x] x
Marjorie Mas Park 470 = | x
Dakwood Park 433] x| x X
Park Forest Tot Lot 085 x | x
Ridgemont Parklet 0.45 X X
Woodycrest Park 389 =] x X x| x
Total: 298.00
State College Central Parklet 0.50 X
East Fairmount Park 0.90 X
High Point Park 6.20 X X x| x| x
Holmes-Foster Park 810] » | x| x x
Houserville Elementary Ballfields 520
Lederer Park 207 x
Millbrook Marsh Nature Center 652.00
Nittany Village Park 1.50
Orchard Park 21800 x | x X X
Radio Park Elementary School Ballfields 26.49
Smithfield Park 176] % | x x
South Hills Park 700] x| x X
Sunset Park 20800 x| x| x x| x
Tusseyview Park 445) x | x x| x
Walnut Springs Park 19.37
Total: 207.84

CENTRE REGION TOTAL: 1,081.00

LOWER BALD EAGLE REGION

Park Name Acres

Boggs Twp. Bald Eagle Area Junior/Senior High School 22381 x | x X x| x| x
Total: 223.81

JHoward Howard Elementary School 5801 x | x X
Howard Borough Central Park 147 = | x X
West End Park 833 x| x| x| x X
Total: 15.30

JHoward Twp. Bald Eagle State Park 590000] = | x| x
Total: 5,900.00

JLiberty Twp. Liberty-Curtin Elementary School 317 x| x b
Foster J Sayers Memorial Park 882 x X
Total: 11.99

IMilesburg Milesburg Community Park & West Penn Fields 937] x | x % | x
Total: 9.37

LOWER BALD EAGLE REGION TOTAL:

MOSHANNON VALLEY REGION
Park Name Acres
Philipsburg Philipsburg-Osceola High School 37.20 X X

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan 2-15
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Slab Town Park 16.84] x | x |
Park Name Acres
Cold Stream Dam Recreation Area 213
Total: 36.17
JRush Twp. Black Moshannon State Park 339400 x| x| x
Project 70 495 x x| x
Mountaintop Fire Co. Park 8400 x | x
Philipsburg-Osceola Elementary Schoal 1576] x | x X
Chalet Park 12.50
Rush Twp Municipal Park 051 x | x X
Total: 3,436.12
MOSHANNON VALLEY TOTAL: 3,492.29
MOUNTAINTOP REGION
Park Name Acres
Burnside Twp. Pine Glen Community Park 5001 x| x| x
Total: 5.00
Snow Shoe Snow Shoe Borough Community Park 2320 x| x| x X X
Snow Shoe Borough Park 1.38] x X
Total: 24.58
Snow Shoe Twp.  |Snow Shoe Twp Park 1675 x| x| x X
Clarence Ballfields 276
Total: 19.51
MOUNTAINTOP REGION TOTAL: 49.09
NITTANY VALLEY REGION
Park Name Acres
Bellefonte Bellefonte Elementary School 303 X X
Bellefonte High School 27.00 X X
Bellefonte Middle School 20,70 X X
Governor's Park 3716 x | x| x| x| x X
Krauss Park 7.30
Teener League Field 10.40 x| x
Massulo Park 2.00 X
ParkView Heights 10.41 X
Tallyrand Park 3.50 x| x
Total: 121.50
|Benner Twp. Benner Elementary School 12.00 X X
Benner Twp Municipal Park 13.40] x | x X
Buffalo Run Community Park 25221 x| x X
Fisherman's Paradise 29337
Total: 343.99
[Marion Twp. Jonas Panik Park 15.60] x
Total: 15.60
Spring Twp. Area Youth Soccer Fields (AYS0) 5.00 X
Bellefonte Little League 8.50 X
Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan 2-16
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Burnham Farm Estates 235 x X
Gettig's Little L eague Field 2164 x | x X
Pleasant Gap Elementary 17.50 X X
3/./5
2]
TINE TRE T8
=/ 3§/ % ,_f? 8/ &%
L2/ 5/ 9/ & /&2 &
Slal s/ 85/ 7| =
Park Name Acres a/a/ &/ 8§/ &2/ 8/ 35/ 2
Pleasant Hills Park 1800 x | x X
Spring Creek Mature Park 12.30
Spring Twp Municipal Park 662 x| x X
Total: 76.71
Walker Twp. Marion/Walker Elementary School 12.33 X X
Springfield Subdivision Park 517 X X %
Walker Twp. Community Park 2795 x| x| x| x x| x| x
Total: 45.45
ITTANY VALLEY REGION TOTAL: 603.25
PENNS VALLEY REGION
Park Name Acres
Centre Hall Centre Hall-Potter Elementary School 3.00
Centre Hall Lions Club 776 x| x| x X
Total: 10.76
jGregg Twp. Spring Mills Ballfield 5.89 X
Spring Mills Elementary School 3.00 X x| x
Total: 8.89
[Haines Twp. Don Wert Memonal Park 1.70] x | x X
Poe Paddy State Park 23001 x X
Total: 24.70
Miles Twp. MeCall State Park 8.00
Miles Twp Elementary School 6.92 X X
Rebersburg Fire Co. 415] x X
Total: 19.07
Millheim Fountain Park 0.50
Millheirm Borough Little League 535 X X | x
Millheim Fireman's Club 1.60
Soldiers and Sailors Park: Millheim Poaol 1360 x | x| x x | x
Total: 21.05
JPenn Twp. Cobum Park 4201 x | x X
Penns Valley Elementary School 12.90
Penns Valley Jr/Sr. High School 17.00 X X
Poa Valley State Park 655.00
Total: 689.10
JPotter Twp. American Legion 9.50 X
Penn-Roosevelt State Park 41.00
Shaner Sports Complex 29.20 X
Total: 79.70
PENNS VALLEY REGION TOTAL: 853.27

JUPPER BALD EAGLE REGION |

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan 2-17
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I Park Name Acres
Port Matilda Port Matilda Community Playground 10011 x | x| x X
Port Matilda Elementary Schoal 214 X X
3/,/ %
7]
2/ /2 &8/ 2
s/ 3/ 5| & gr? 8/ &/ %
L2/ &5/l ® £l 2l 2 &
Park Name Acres ala/ & &/ &/ 2] S5] 3
Total: 12.25
JHuston Twp. Huston Twp. Community Park 240 x| = x| x
Muncy Mountain Community Park 11.00
Unnamed 13.56
Total: 26.96
IUniDn Twp. Total: 0.00
Unionville Unionville Playground 1798] x | x x| x| x
Total: 17.98
orth Twp. [Total: 0
UPPER BALD EAGLE REGION 5719

CENTRE COUNTY TOTAL: 12,296.56

Centre Hall Lions Club

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Port Matilda Community Park
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FORESTS AND WOODLANDS

Approximately sixty percent (17 million acres) of
Pennsylvania's 28 million acresis forested.
Nationally, Pennsylvania ranks number onein
hardwood production, and forest-based recreation in
Pennsylvaniais alarge component of tourism, the
state's second-largest industry. Centre County has
708,886 acres of land of which 535,082 (75%) are
forested.

Percent Forested Land in Centre County

70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Total Forestland Non Forest Total Cropland Total
Pastureland

The forest type in Centre County is predominately
deciduous consisting of mainly oak, hickory, and
some northern hardwood. These lands offer
environmental and economic goods and services
such as recreation, wildlife, water protection,
biodiversity, carbon sequestration, and aesthetics.
Threats to our forest environment include:
fragmentation and parcelization from development,
gypsy moth, hemlock woolly adelgid, oak wilt,
dutch elm disease and the emerald ash borer. 2

Percent of Public and Private Forest Land

in Centre County

® Public Owned
m Private Owned

49.91 - 50.09

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

MARCELLUS SHALE

Industrial activity isimportant to note within the
forested land of Centre County as related to the
drilling of for gas production. The Marcellus shale
is prevalent throughout much of the Appalachian
basin and most of Pennsylvania, although its depth
and thickness are variable. The Marcellusshaeis
an organic-rich black shale that was deposited in an
oxygen-deficient marine environment during Middle
Devonian time (~390 million years ago). Long
known to be a source rock for many conventiona oil
and gas reservoirsin the Appalachian basin, it is
now being explored as an unconventional reservoir.
With aland area spanning three states and almost 20
times the size of the five-county Barnett region, the
Marcellus Shale provides an unparalleled economic
opportunity for Pennsylvania. Note: Other geologic
formations exist below the Marcellus Shale play that
also have gas reserves and potential for continued
future development. The Marcellus Shale Education
& Training Center published a Marcellus Shale
Workforce Needs Assessment in the summer of
2009. It explains the impacts of Marcellus Shale
activity on employment in more detail for central
Pennsylvania.
http://www.pct.edu/msetc/docs/NeedsA ssessmentM
SETC.pdf

The following facts were taken from the
Pennsylvania Economy League’ s November 2008
research titled, “ The Economic Impact of the Oil and
Gas Industry in Pennsylvania” .

- Theindustry's direct economic impact,
which includes drilling, extraction and
support activities, bringsin $4.5 billion each
year. In addition, the increased demand for
energy has brought thisindustry to the
forefront of economic devel opment.

These economic contributions are driven by
the jobs and wages earned by working
Pennsylvanians. More than 26,000 men and
women hold full- and part-time positions
that can be traced to direct, indirect and
induced jobs supported by oil and gas

devel opment.

Qil and gas workers also earn competitive
wages, with an average annual
compensation of $63,000, a figure $20,000
higher than the average annual
compensation of a private sector employee
in Pennsylvania. These total industry wages
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of nearly $350 million each year are then
infused into local and regional economiesin
the state.

Ancther large contribution is found in the
industry's payments to landowners who
lease property for oil and gas drilling
activity. More than $200 million is paid each
year to landowners in the form of lease
payments. Once awell isdrilled and
producing gas, landowners share in the
benefits from royalty payments that are paid
over thelife of the well. These payments,
made directly to property owners, are a
dominant source of wealth and sustainment
for property owners, particularly in rura
counties. The payments have grown
tremendously in recent years with the
increase in production effort. Note: At this
current time thereis planned construction of
two additional pipelines across Centre
County.

Maretia B Grousence in Pennspvaa

belvefiasd Ciomritie n hoves foamed sn
Sy  wra fae Tk P, s o8 Doosmier 30

Counties in Commonwealth that have formed a
gas/energy task force

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan
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WATERSHEDS

Centre County islocated at the Headwaters of
streams that flow to the West Branch of the
Susquehanna River, the main stem of the
Susquehanna, and the Juniata River. There are
twelve (12) mgjor watershed basins within Centre
County, and the approximate square miles of those
watersheds listed in the chart below.

Major Watershed Square Miles
Bald Eagle 297.4
Beech Creek 78.3
Buffalo Creek 19.2
Fishing Creek 53.8
Kishacoquillas 15.5
Little Juniata 63.1
Moshannon 231.9
Penns Creek 269.9
Spring Creek 59.8
Spruce Creek 106.9
Standing Stone 73.3
West Branch
Susquehanna 50.2

WETLANDS & FLOODPLAINS

Wetlands have recreational, cultural, educational,
and aesthetic values. They fall in four maor
categories. marshes, bogs, swamps, and fens.
Wetlands contain hydric soils (soil that is saturated,
flooded, or ponded during the growing season).
Wetland communities in Centre County can be
found in riparian, forested, and floodplain areas.
These wetland areas are critical to the county’s
biodiversity as they support very diverse wildlife
and plant communities including some threatened
and endangered species. Wetlands a so benefit our
economy by improving our drinking water quality,
playing avita rolein the fishing industry, providing
recreation, wildlife habitat, and assisting with flood
control.

Wetlands are often inviting places for popular
recreational activities including hiking, fishing, bird
watching, photography, and hunting — More than 82

million Americans took part in these activitiesin 2001,
spending more than $108 billion on these pursuits.
(Source: USFWS, Ducks Unlimited)

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Centre County has 5,880 acres of hydric soils.

There are another 104,264 acres of soil that have
hydric soil components, and are found typically in
depressions and bottomlands and may not
necessarily fall within the floodplain. Some of these
soils are a so described as floodplain soils (At, Du,
Mm, Pk, and Pu) while the others have a tendency to
have either above average wetness or hydric soil
inclusions. Hydric soils make up approximately 8%
of the total soils. Wetlands which are comprised of
hydric soils provide a host of recreational and
educational activities. They areliving classrooms
ready to teach lessonsin plant and animal diversity.
They are places of scientific research and artistic
inspiration. Birders, photographers, musicians,
students, hunters and anglers are all people that have
benefited from the natural beauty of wetlands.
Wetlands in the County are generally located: along
Bald Eagle Creek, Elk and Penns Creek and the Bald
Ealge State Forest in the Penns Valley Region, West
Branch of the Susquehanna River, Snow Shoe area,
Black Moshannon State Park, M oshannon and Black
Moshannon Creeks, Millbrook Marsh in College
Township, and Bear Meadows Natural Areawhichis
aNational Natural Landmark as designated by the
U. S. Department of the Interior.

Percent of Wetlands by Planning Region in Centre County

0 19%

05%

031%

o17%

0 5%

u 10% 013%

O Centre Region B Lower Bald Eagle Valley O Moshannon Valley
O Mountaintop Region O Nittany Valley O Penns Valley

O Upper Bald Eagle Valley

According to 25 PA Code 106, afloodplainis
defined as “the 100-year floodway and that
maximum area of land that is likely to be flooded by
a100-year flood as shown on the floodplain maps
approved or promulgated by Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).”

Major floodplain areas within the county are located
in: Milesburg Borough, Philipsburg Borough, the
villages of Coburn and Spring Mills, parts of Rush
Township, and throughout the Bald Eagle Valley.
These areas are critical asthey hold back storm
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water flows reducing flooding downstream.
Floodplains also contain very fertile cropland and
are valuable as alink between stream and upland
habitat environments.

RIPARIAN BUFFERS

As defined by the USDA Forest Service a Riparian
Buffer is” the aquatic ecosystem and the portions of
the adjacent terrestrial ecosystem that directly affect
or are affected by the aquatic environment. This
includes streams, rivers, lakes, and bays and their
adjacent side channds, floodplain, and wetland” .

In specific cases, the riparian buffer may also
include a portion of the hillslope that directly serves
as streamside habitats for wildlife. Riparian buffers
are complex ecosystems improving waterways while
also supplying food and habitat for fish and other
wildlife. Healthy riparian buffers contain native
grasses, wildflowers, shrubs, and trees that line the
stream banks and provide many benefits including:

= Opportunities for environmental education
®  Protection of groundwater recharge areas
= Flood control

= Preventing erosion of stream banks

®  |Improved air and water quality

®  Recreational opportunities

= Habitat for adiversity of wildlife species

® Shaded areas which result in cooler water
temperatures for fish habitat and

= A visua buffer

The Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code
(MPC) provides the legal authority for
municipalities to plan and incorporate riparian
buffersin their local regulations. The Centre Region
Comprehensive Plan addresses this by
recommending the use of riparian buffers to protect
stream corridors within the Spring Creek Watershed,
which is designated a high quality cold water stream.

Municipalitiesin the Centre Region are working
with local plannersto develop a stream buffer
zoning ordinance and overlay. The overlay will
appear on the municipalities zoning maps. This
would be aregional model that other municipalities
in the County and within the Commonwealth could
use as abasisin their own planning work as well as
greenway, recreation, and conservation efforts. For
information on this model ordinance and other
related information contact the Centre Region
Planning Agency or visit
http://cog.centreconnect.org/crpa-mpo/.

A model Riparian Ordinance will beincluded in the
appendices of this greenway plan.

Riparian Buffer Restoration — Project Partnership
between local farmer, ClearWater Conservancy, PA DEP,
and the Centre County Conservation District

Riparian buffer restoration techniques used in the
above referenced photo include vegetative buffer
installation and enhancement of existing buffers
through supplemental plantings and invasive plant
removals. Riparian buffers are a proven method of
mitigating non-point source pollution by stabilizing
streambanks, slowing the flow of stormwater, and
filtering pollutants. Wildlife habitat isaso
improved in the riparian area as native plant
communities are restored.

Black Moshannon Wetlands
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AGRICULTURAL LAND

Farmland contributes to the scenic view
characteristic of Centre County. Centre County has
arich agricultural heritage that faces ever increasing
pressure from commercial and residential
development. Many farm owners have succumbed
to the devel opers offers. There are those farm
owners, however, who value the benefits of making
aliving from the land and in some cases, land which
has been in the same family for more than two
centuries. In 1987, the Pennsylvania Legidature
placed areferendum on the general election ballot
asking voters whether they would support a 100
million dollar bond issue to permanently preserve
the Commonwealth’ s prime agricultural soils.
Seventy percent of the voters, including votersin
Centre County, said yes. Centre County’ s nine
member Agricultural Land Preservation Board was
organized in 1989. They purchased the devel opment
rights on their first farm in 1991. Since then, atota
of 37 farms on 6,024 acres have been permanently
preserved.”

In 2004, the Centre County Farmland Trust, a
publicly supported non-profit corporation was
formed and preserved itsfirst farm. A total of seven
farms on 700 acres have been permanently preserved
due to the generosity of land owners who donated
conservation easements to the Farmland Trust.

The combined efforts of both boards have resulted in
atotal of 6,724 acres preserved on 44 farms. Both
organizations have waiting lists totaling over 9,000
acres whose owners want to protect their land from
development in perpetuity

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

According to the 2006-2007 Pennsylvania
Agricultural Statistics, there are 1,215 farmsin
Centre County comprising of 163,000 acres. The
average farm covers approximately 134 acres and
products sold average $56,879 in revenue.
Agriculture in Centre County is distinguished by its
fertile [imestone soils which have historically
supported alarge farming economy. The rura
character that Centre County’s farmland offers
should be preserved because of the benefits these
lands provide such as:
- Open pastoral character

Scenic views

Groundwater recharge

Links to our history and future

Conservation of prime agricultural soils

The Pennsylvania Agricultural Security Act enables
the formation of Agricultural Security Areas (ASA)
through the cooperative efforts of local government
and farmland property owners. Asaresult over
86,000 acres of Centre County farmland have been
voluntarily enrolled in an ASA throughout the
county. The mgority of the Agricultural Security
Areas are located in areas containing Class | and
Class |1 prime agricultural soils and the established
Agricultural Security Areais an incentive for
farmers to continue their long-range dedication to
farming.

Agricultural Security Areasin Centre County

Municipality Acres

Benner Township 2,205
College Township 1,304
Ferguson Township 15,918
Gregg Township 5,121
Haines Township 3,449
Halfmoon Township 5,353
Harris Township 3,014
Huston Township 1,858
Marion Township 4,430
Miles Township 7,337
Patton Township 2,993
Penn Township 4,596
Potter Township 11,576
Spring Township 3,225
Taylor Township 4,211
Walker Township 6,881
Worth Township 2,882
Total 86,353
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CENTRE COUNTY FARMS AND
FARMER'S MARKETS

The demand for purchasing local goods and services
has increased in recent years. Thistrend has grown
from factors such asrising energy costs, supporting
thelocal economy, and an increased awareness of
chemicals and additives in processed foods. Asa
result, organically grown crops have increased as
well asthe availability of farmer’s markets, and
restaurants and grocery stores promoting the use of
foods purchased from local farmers. Farmer's
markets benefit the producers, consumers, the
environment, and the community & local economy.

The benefits include:
= Offersa secure and regular market especially

valuable for new producers and producersin organic

conversion aswell as small scale producers

Provides the producer with direct feedback on

produce and pricing

= Cuts out the middleman which allows for increased
financial returns by direct selling, price control, and a
regular cash flow

= Aidsinimproving diet and nutrition by accessto fresh
local foods

= Provides sources of information on how to cook and
prepare fresh food ingredients

= Offersacritical rolein educating the consumer asto
the production and origin of their food

= Reduces food miles which reduces vehicle pollution,
noise, and fossil fuel use
Reduces packaging
Encourages organic or pesticide free environmental
production practices
Promotes farm diversification and bio-diversity
Brings life into towns and communities
Encourages social interaction between rural and more
urban communities

= Simulateslocal economy by increasing employment
and encouraging consumers to support local
businesses keeping the money within the local
community

Farmer’s Market in Sate College

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Within the County there are farmer’s markets that
operate on aregular basisin Bellefonte, Boal sburg,
the Borough of State College, Milesburg, Millheim,
Patton Township, Philipsburg, Spring Mills, and
Unionville. These operating farmer’s markets
provide aweslth of vitality to their communities.
Hopefully they continure to operate and be
successful and more local markets formin other
communities such as Howard, Port Matilda, and
Snow Shoe for example.

Farmer’s Market Display in Millheim

In 2008 Pennsylvania Association for Sustainable
Agriculture (PASA) hosted a farm tour (map on
following page) of 23 farms within the county. The
local farms featured awide variety of products for
sale such asjams, salsas, egg, pastured meats,
homemade ice cream, cheese, perennials and herbs,
honey, turkeys, and vegetablesto name afew.
Centre County lieswithin the Valleys of the
Suquehanna “Buy Fresh Buy Local” Chapter and
encompasses eight other counties. The Pennsylvania
Buy Fresh Buy Local program cel ebrates regional
foods and creates food guides, coordinates tasing
events, organizes farmer’ s markets, and sponsors
farm tours. Each Buy Fresh Buy Local chapter is
mananged by a diverse coalition of partnering
agencies, supported by a communtiy of local
volunteers and coordinated PASA, on behalf of the
national partner the FoodRoutes Network. PASA
was founded in 1992 and thrives to transform
agriculture and food systemsin Paand beyond in a
way that makes the farmers more viable, improves
the land and restores the health and well being of
communities.

[ ——————
f*=BUY FRESH=

"BUY LOCAL."

: ":...- mﬁ by i
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GEOLOGY AND SOILS The number of acres of prime agricultural soils are
asfollows:

Centre County is in the geographic center of . Class| —15.782 acres

Pennsylvania. The northwestern half of the County . Classll — 1i2,838 acres

isin the Allegheny Plateau Province and the
southeastern half isin the Ridge and Valley Province
both separated by the Allegheny Front. Each

Class |11 — 84,049 acres

Prime Agricultural Soilsin Centre County

Province has distinctive and different topographic

features that have influenced soil formation and Lo zlgjetig LA il DESErEEen
alowable land use in Centre County. The highest AbB Albrights silt loam
point in the county is 2650 ft. located in Rush AlB Allegheny silt loam
Township in State Game Lands #60. The lowest E?B Sﬁiﬂ;g’na{gam
point in the County is 570 ft. in Liberty Township. BUB o
. . . . Ch Chargin soils
In the soil capability system all soils are designated CKA Clarksburg silt loam
by Roman numerals| to VII. For our purposesthe CkB Clarksburg silt loam
soil map included in the Recreation & Greenway CIB Clymer sandy loam
plan shows soil Classes |-I11. EdB Edom silt loam
GIB Gilpin channery silt loam
Class| Soils— have few limitations that restrict their HaA Hagerstown silt loam
use or type of plants which can be grown Hab Hagerstown silt loam
Class || Soils— have more limitations that reduce the HCB alteTRlGNMES] ool
type of plants which can be grown or require HhB Hazelton channery sandy loam
. . HuA Hublersburg silt loam
moderate conser vations teChn'_qL!eS . . HuB Hublersburg silt loam
Class |1l Soils— have severe limitations reducing the LaB Laidig channery loam
type of plants which can be grown or require LkB Leck Kill channery loam
moderate conservation techniques or both Lx Lindside soils
MeB Meckesville silt loam
Of the many types of soilsin Centre County that are MnB Millheim silt loam
relevant to greenway/recreation planning it is MoB Monongahela silt loam
important to mention hydric soils (described under Ll LB R Sl GEL
the Wetland section of this chapter) and prime MuA RS ShnelAlodn
. . - . MuB Murril channery silt loam
agricultural soils. Wetlands which are comprised of NG Nolin Silt loam
hydric soils provide a host of recreational and Ph EhEEGE
educational activities. They areliving classrooms Po Pope soils
ready to teach lessonsin plant and animal diversity. RaB Rayne silt loam
They are places of scientific research and artistic UmB Ungers channery loam
inspiration. Birders, photographers, musicians, WhA Wharton silt loam
students, hunters and anglers are all people that have WhB Wharton silt loam

benefited from the natural beauty of wetlands.

Prime agricultural soils, alot of which occur in
agricultural security areas are best suited for food to
be harvested, feed for animals, and ather crops.
These soils on agricultural lands make up the unique
rural character of Centre County, some of whichis
preserved, and all of which offers great aesthetic
value.

o Ia "-1. X
, } \'1- g

Hagerstown Soil — Farmin Ferguson Township

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan 2-31
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UTILITY CORRIDORS

Utility corridors follow linear paths both above
ground and subterranean, and are dedicated to the
delivery of utility services, including electric, natural
gas, telephone, cable, water, and sewer. The simple
fact of the linear nature of these corridors and the
need for them to be kept clear for mai ntenance
provesthey areidea astrall and greenway corridors.

Liility Corridors

Assets and attributes that indicate utility corridors
represent a good trail network opportunity include:

= Trailsbuilt along a utility corridor that
already requires periodic maintenance will
avoid any further disturbance to existing
vegetation

= Trails near autility corridor can aid service
crewsin accessing utilities for maintenance

= Trail segments and amenities can easily be
maintained and replaced if underground
utility maintenance is required

®  Trail-side landscaping provides an
opportunity for habitat enhancement along
utility corridors

= Utility corridors represent a commuter value
as utilities service many forms of our
infrastructure including; commercial and
business districts, homes, transit and
transportation, and employment zones

An integrated combined approach of utility corridors
and greenways provides public recreation, habitat
protection and vehicle free people movement from
one destination to another.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Beautiful mountain laurel utility corridor along State Route 26
heading over mounain south of village of Pine Grove mills
toward Huntington

Aerial photograph of Dominion pipeline in Centre County
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STEEP SLOPES

Steep Slopes are defined as slopes greater than 25
percent. Within Centre County, the Allegheny
Plateau Province is characterized by aforested
elevated plain with deep stream valleys while the
Ridge and Valley Province contains fertile limestone
valleys broken up by steep forested ridges.

Hills, mountains, and ridges provide many popular
recreational opportunities such as: hiking, mountain
biking, climbing, hunting, and wildlife watching.
Steep slopes can provide mechanisms for open space
management by creating greenways, conservation
and protected areas, and wildlife preservation areas.

0-5% 32%
6-10% 16%
11-15% 17%
16-25% 25%
25% and up 10%

VIEWSHEDS AND RIDGETOPS

A viewshed can be defined as the natural
environment that is visible from one or more
viewing points especially those having aesthetic
value.”® These visual resources often can be ruined
by spontaneous devel opment and clear cutting
practices. Identification and protection of these
resources for recreational value preserves their
scenic beauty. The County seat of Bellefonte offers
abeautiful urban viewshed that can be seen from the
hilltop behind the courthouse where thereis an
impressive view of the historic rooftops and the
mountains to the west. Many residents and visitors
to the County admire others such as:
- PennsView

Bells Mgjestic View

Ingleby View

Raven’s Knob

Joe Hayes Vista

Overlook atop Tussey Mountain

Skytop view from 1-99

View of Viaduct Bridge from 1-80

West Branch of Susquehanna at Karthaus

Mount Nittany

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Penns View — Penns Creek & Railroad Grade in Background

Ridgetops are important for their visual, natural,
cultural, and recreational values and critical in
watershed planning. Ridgetops are a source of the
county’s Class A trout fisheries, and high quality,
and exceptional value stream headwaters. The
county having many district and different
topographic features includes; Bald Eagle Ridge,
Brush Mountain, Big Poe Mountain, Egg Hill, First
Mountain, Front Mountain, Little Poe Mountain, Mt.
Nittany, Sand Mountain, Sand Ridge, Schriner
Mountain, Thick Mountain, Tussey Mountain, and
Woodward Mountain.

ey T e _}.’ _." .

USGS Soring Mills Quadrangle — Egg Hill Mountain

b

“Penns View” clearly shows the characteristic
"ridge and valley" topography that makes up the
Appalachian Mountains in Pennsylvania.(Source:

DCNR Geology Website)
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RIDGETOPS FOR WIND ENERGY

Electricity generated from wind is clean, non-
polluting, and readily available. However, the
turbines used to collect the energy from wind can
cause distress to the environmental community.
Careful site selection and feasibility studies for wind
farmsin Centre County must be conducted due to
the impacts awind farm could have on wildlife,
proximity to residential areas, viewsheds, and
stormwater runoff. In 2007 the PA Game
Commission signed with PA Wind and Wildlife
Collaborative with public and private entitiesto
minimize, and potentially mitigate any adverse
impacts the development of wind energy many have
on the state’ swildlife resources. In order to
minimize impacts to wildlife species and their
habitats caused by wind energy facilities, state
agencies have taken steps to ensure the consideration
of the protection of wildlife by wind energy
developers. The Centre for Rural Pennsylvania
conducted a study to identify townshipsin which
there could be a potential conflict between
commercially viable wind energy installations and
wildlife habitat. Townships may obtain a copy of
the research results, Modeling Potential Wildlife-
Wind Energy Conflict Areas from the Centre for
Rural Paby calling 717.787.9555 or email at
info@rural .palegislature.org.

According to the National Renewable Energy
Laboratory (NREL), ridgetops in Centre County
have sufficient winds for large scale wind farm
developments. The ridgetopsin Centre County are
listed as geographical features to be protected and
important as a natural viewshed. Asaresult, plans
for large scale wind farms in the County must be
reviewed carefully. Development of any wind farm
should not e completed without the consideration of
placement, particularly in the vicinity of residential
areas and areas of large, contiguous tracks of
wildlife habitat. April 2010 the Centre County
Planning Commission conditionally approved the
Sandy Ridge Wind Farm with the next steps to be
construction of the wind farm that includes areas of
Blair and Centre counties. The Sandy Ridge Wind
Farm proposes 25 windmills to generate 50
megawatts of clean electricity, which is enough to
power about 15,000 homes. The magjority of the
project, which would encompass no more than 90
acres, is divided between Snyder Township in Blair

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

County and Taylor Township in Centre County.
Between 10 and 15 windmills would be on Tyrone
Borough property on Ice Mountain. There are 16
turbines proposed in Blair County and 9 turbinesin
Centre County along with an electrical substation.

View of Penns Valley from Bells Majestic View
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MOUNTAIN PEAKS & SUMMITS

Centre County, Pennsylvania, is hometo atotal of
49 mountain summits and peaks, as shown in the list
below:

Bald Knob Summit

Bald Mountain Summit
Bear Hill Summit

Bear Knob Summit

Bear Rocks Summit

Big Fork Hill Summit

Big Poe Mountain Summit
Black Bear Hill Summit
Brush Mountain Summit
Buck Point Cliff

Egg Hill Summit

First Green Knob Summit
First Mountain Summit
Ganderstep Knob Summit
Hall Mountain Summit
Hickory Knob Summit
Hough Mountain Summit
Hunters Rocks Summit
Kohler Mountain Summit
Little Fork Hill Summit
Little Mountain Summit
Little Poe Mountain Summit
Long Mountain Range
McCall Mountain Summit
Panther Fire Tower Pillar
Pine Hill Summit

Ravens Knob Summit

Rupp Mountain Summit
Sand Mountain Summit
Sawmill Knob Summit
Sawmill Mountain Summit
Second Green Knob Summit
Second Mountain Summit
Sharpback Mountain Summit
Shriner Mountain Summit
Slide Mountain Summit
Stillhouse Knob Summit
The Barrens Summit

The Winehead Summit
Thickhead Mountain Summit

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Tower Hill Summit

Trcziyuiny Mountain Summit
Triester Mountain Summit
Tunnel Mountian Summit
Winkelblech Mountain Summit
Wolf Rocks Range

Woodward Mountain Summit

DARK SKIES

A dark night sky is anatural resource, just like
plants, waterways and wildlife. Recognizing that this
unique resource needed to be managed and
protected, in 2000, the Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources declared
Cherry Springs State Park (Potter County, Pa) the
first Dark Sky Park.

The International Dark-Skies Association and its
partners certify locations with exceptional
nightscapes as International Dark Sky Parks (IDSP).
These locations serve as reminders that with quality
outdoor lighting, the extraordinary wonders of the
nighttime sky and night environment are just as
much a part of our lifestyle and history as are the
daylight hours. In fact, without the inspiration and
wonders of the nighttime environment much of the
world's history, art, culture, music, and literature
might not have been created.

Cherry Sorings Sate Park and View of the Milky Way —
Though this siteisin Potter County, Centre County offers
some spectacular nighttime sky viewing along with the
gorgeous views looking at and from all the spectacular
vistas and mountain summits
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HERITAGE CORRIDORS/REGIONS

Tourismis a powerful economic development tool.
Tourism creates jobs, provides new business
opportunities and strengthens local economies.
When cultural heritage tourism development is done
right, it also helpsto protect our nation’s natural and
cultural treasures and improve the quality of life for
residents and visitors alike. Linking tourism with
heritage and culture can do more for local economies
than promoting them separately.

Lumber Heritage Gateway Sgn — Bellefonte

Cultura heritage tourism can have atremendous
economic impact on local economies. A well-
managed tourism program improves the quality of
life as residents take advantage of the services and
attractions tourism adds. It promotes community
pride, which grows as people work together to
develop athriving tourist industry.

An areathat developsits potential for cultural
heritage tourism creates new opportunities for
touriststo gain an understanding of an unfamiliar
place, people or time. With the arrival of visitorsin
turn come new opportunities for preservation. Well-
interpreted sites teach visitors their importance, and
by extension, the importance of preserving other
such sites elsewhere.

State Heritage Areas are large geographic regions or
corridors of the Commonwealth that span two

or more counties. These areas contain a multitude of
historic, recreational, natural, and scenic

resources of state and national significance that
collectively exemplify the heritage of Pennsylvania.
Through regional partnerships and public grassroots
planning strategies, these resources are
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identified, protected, enhanced and promoted to
strengthen regional economies through increased
tourism, creation of new jobs and stimulation of
public and private partnerships for new investment
opportunities. This holistic and bottom-up approach
to planning ensures that the legacy of aregion -

and the natural, educational and recreational values
inherent to it - are preserved for future generations.

Designated in 2001 as one of Pennsylvania’ s twelve
Heritage Areas, The Lumber Heritage Region of
Pennsylvania (LHR) is alocal grassroots project
with the purpose of highlighting and interpreting the
rich cultural, historic, natural and recreational
resources of Pennsylvaniasforests. TheLHR is
premised on the fact that the region has significant
sites, places, communities, peoples, traditions and
events it wishes to share with its neighbors and
fellow Pennsylvania’s.

@ The LHR Vision Satement identifiesthe LHR as
an internationally recognized forest community
with a sense of pride in our people, our quality
of life, and the traditions of our rural heritage.

@ The LHR provides technical, educational, and
financial assistance to communities, local
governments, business ingtitutions, and the
general public.

@ The LHR coordinates programs which interpret
the region’s unique lumber history, celebratesits
living heritage, and fosters a greater
understanding of the contemporary lumber and
forest products industry and rural life.

@ The LHR works to enhance the region’ s economy
by providing forest management education;
conserving and interpreting historic, natural,
and recreational resources, and enhancing
tourismin cooperation with local communities to
make the region a better placeto live, work and
visit.
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CEMETERIES

Churchyards and cemeteries make a significant
contribution to the provision of greenspace, offering
aquiet sanctuary for both people and wildlife. They
offer area opportunity for historic interpretation
and new kinds of preservation and conservation.
Cemeteries and churchyards can be a significant
open space provider in some areas particularly in
urban areas. In other areas they can represent a
relatively minor resource in terms of the land, but
are able to provide areas of nature conservation.
Cemeteries and churchyards need to be considered
as an important asset, including the value to the
families of the deceased, peaceful areas for
contemplation, a significant “piece of history” and a
sanctuary for wildlife. In addition to offering a
functional value, many cemeteries and churchyards
have wider benefits including heritage, cultural, and
landscape values. Students of al ages and groups
such as boy and girl scout troops can discover that
the cemetery can be an outdoor classroom richiin
action-oriented experiences and learning activities.

Y earick Cemetery — Gregg Township

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Packer Cemetery — Howard Township

An individual lived in a 4-plex across the street from the
small town public cemetery. It was considered an amenity.
It was park like, an oasis in the town.

Lexington, KY has a fantastic cemetery that is a destination
park.

"The great Victorian cemeteries were designed and
maintained as beautiful public parks for the enjoyment of
all. Every local authority should have them in their green
space strategy and ensure that their full value is realized."
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TRANSPORTATION CORRIDORSY

Pennsylvaniaisin a strategic position with important
interstate roadways traversing the state and serving
nationa and international trade routes. The federal
functional classification system groups roadways
into classes according to the service they provide.
Within the borders of Centre County are examples of
roadways that fall into each of the seven federal
functional classification system designations.

Interstate Highways: Interstate Highways are a
series of continuous routes with trip length and
volumes characteristic of substantial statewide or
interstate travel. These include Interstate 80, which
traverses east and west across the United States from
Californiato New Jersey with a section traveling
through Centre County, Pennsylvania. Interstate 99
currently terminates at US Route 220 at Bald Eagle
in Blair County. Interstate 99 links the Pennsylvania
Turnpike with Interstate 80 and beyond. Interstate 99
originated as part of the Appaachian Thruway from
Cumberland, Maryland to Corning, New Y ork.
When completed in Centre County, Interstate 99
alleviates congestion by diverting through traffic
away from Alternate US Route 220 between Bald
Eagle and Interstate 80 near Milesburg.

Other Freeways and Expressways: Freeways
and expressways are divided highways with partial
(freeway) or full (expressway) control of access.
They serve through traffic and major circulation
movements within federally defined Urban Areas.
An exampleisthe Mount Nittany Expressway (US
Route 322) in Patton, College, and Harris Townships
which bypasses State College Borough.

Other Principal Arterial Highways: Principal
arterial highways provide long distance connections.
Examples of this type of highway in Centre County
include US Route 322, US Route 220, Business
Route 322, State Route 26 and State Route 144.

Minor Arterials: Minor arterial roads consist of
routes which normally provide high travel speeds
with minimum interference to through movement.
Examples of minor arterials in Centre County
include State Route 45, State Route 150, State Route
350, State Route 550 and State Route 64.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Urban Collector or Rural Major Collectors::
Urban and rural major are two types of collector
roadways. Urban collectors provide land access and
traffic circulation within urban residentia
neighborhoods and commercia and industrial areas
in federally designated urban areas. Rural major
collectors serve travel within the County and travel
distances are usually shorter than arterial roadways.

Thistype of road serves three important purposes.
First, it serves county seats as well aslarger towns
not directly served by the higher roadway
classification system. Second, it links nearby larger
towns or cities, with routes of higher classification.
Third, it servesintra-county travel corridors.
Examples of urban collector or rural mgor collectors
in Centre County include State Route 970, State
Route 504, State Route 445, State Route 192, High
Street in Bellefonte Borough and Allen Street in
State College Borough.

Rural Minor Collectors: Rura minor collector
roads provide service to smaller communities and
link locally important traffic generators with the
arterial system. Examples of rural minor collector
roadways can be found in various Townships and
Boroughs within Centre County such as Howard
Divide Road in Howard and Curtin Townships and
Clarence Road in Snow Shoe Township.

Local Roads: Local roads provide accessto
adjacent land and generally serve shorter trips as
compared to the higher classification roadways.
Examples of local roads can be found in various
Townships and Boroughs within Centre County such
as Bell Hollow Road in Taylor Township and
Chestnut Grove Road in Union Township.

Traffic Volumes: Centre County traffic volumes
continue to grow which isreflected in increased
congestion. Traffic volumes on key roadways have
increased significantly since 1965. For example
between 1965 and 2001, travel volumes through
State College Borough increased by 264 percent or
14,500 on US Business Route 322. Thisrisein
volume can be attributed partially to the increasein
both the student and faculty population at
Pennsylvania State University (Penn State). Between
1965 and 2001, the student population at Penn State
nearly doubled from 20,800 to 40,800.
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Growth in the urbanized area of Centre County
fueled by Penn State and by increasing commercial

FEDERAL FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION
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business and enterprises with related housing growth
has also contributed to large increases in traffic on
the mg or roads serving commuter traffic from
Centre County and the surrounding counties. For
example, the section of US Route 220/Route 322
north of Port Matilda increased by 262 percent or
over 15,000 vehicles between 1965 and 2001. This
road link provides access to both US Route 322 and
Interstate 80, a major trucking distribution route.

These volumes are attributed to Penn State
University and the surrounding increasing number of
commercial, business and industrial growth bringing
the commuter traffic to Centre Region from all
outlying regions of the County.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan 2-45
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|| Travel Timeto Work 1990-2000 ||

1990 2000
Pennsylvania Centre Co. Pennsylvania Centre Co.
Number | % Number | % Number | Number [ %

Did not work at home: 5203581 97.3% 55,140 96.5% 5,391,665 97.0% 60,572 96.0%
Less than 5 minutes 209,293 3.9% 2,984 5.2% 196,492 3.5% 2836 4.5%
5 to 9 minutes 663,562 12.4% 9,244 16.2% 615,919 11.1% 9,506 15.1%
10 to 14 minutes 873,894 16.3% 12,543 22.0% 825,199 14.9% 12,807 20.3%
15 to 19 minutes 874,134 16.3% 10,297 18.0% 836,006 15.0% 11,377 18.0%
20 to 24 minutes 762,843 14.3% 7,748 13.6% 782,790 14.1% 8,601 13.6%
25 to 29 minutes 306,291 5.7% 2,922 5.1% 327,459 5.9% 3116 4.9%
30 to 34 minutes 620,439 11.6% 4,449 7.8% 655,811 11.8% 4983 7.9%
35 to 39 minutes 131,044 2.5% 830 1.5% 148,906 2.7% 1,137 1.8%
40 to 44 minutes 158,154 3.0% 969 1.7% 187,483 3.4% 1615 2.6%
45 to 59 minutes 350,019 6.5% 2,097 3.7% 407,516 7.3% 2580 4.1%
60 to 89 minutes 212,848 4.0% 876 1.5% 265,759 4.8% 1,118 1.8%
90 or more minutes 41,060 0.8% 181 0.3% 142,325 2.6% 8% 1.4%
Worked at Home 144,551 2.7% 1,974 3.5% 164,646 3.0% 2,525 4.0%
Mean Travel Time N/A* N/A* 25.2 19.6
TOTAL 5,348,132 57,114 5,556,311 63,097

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 1990 and 2000 Census
*Not Availablein 1990

State Route 26 south of State College Borough has

shown an increase in traffic volume of 3,000
vehicles or 214 percent during this 36 year period.
State Route 26 provides direct access to State

College Borough from areas south of Centre County,

including Huntingdon County. Traffic has also

significantly increased on Interstate 80, whichisa

major national and international route, especialy for

truck freight from New Jersey to California.

Interstate 80 was officially opened on September 17,

1970 from the border of New Jersey through

Pennsylvaniato Ohio. Traffic count data from 1982
to 2001 for the section of Interstate 80 west of US

Route 220, reflects a 109 percent increase or
approximately 15,000 vehicles.

Travel Patterns: Asindicated by the 2000 US

Census, Centre County workers are less dependent

upon personal motor vehicles than typical

Pennsylvania workers. Most of the non-motorized

travel isrelated to Penn State University and

downtown State College. There are approximately

41,000 students, who may walk, bike, or take the
CATA busto their jobs. A majority of the non-
highway single occupancy vehicle trips are also
within the State College downtown areaand are
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students or university individuals. As shown in
Means of Transportation to Work chart,
approximately 78 percent of Centre County workers
used a persona vehicleto travel to and from work,
compared to 87 percent statewide. Between 1990
and 2000, fewer Centre County workers carpooled;
14 percent in 1990 versus 12 percent in 2000.

The second most common method of commuting to
work within Centre County is by foot.
Approximately 12 percent of the County’s
workforce walked to work in 2000, as compared to 4
percent at the State level. Between 1990 and 2000
there was a 3 percent decrease in County residents
who walked to work. While the percentage of
workers in Centre County who commute viabusis
comparable to the state average in 2000, between
1990 and 2000 there was a one percent increase in
the percentage of County residents who commuted
viabus. In 2000, 0.8 percent of County residents
bicycle to work, aslight drop from 1990. There was
adlight increase in the percentage of County
residents who worked at home: 3.5 percent in 1990,
compared to 4 percent in 2000. Centre Area
Transportation Authority (CATA) carries the 3
largest number of passengers in Pennsylvania.
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M eans of Transportation to Work 1990-2000 The CCOT-will provide
Pennsylvani =T Centre C Pennsylvani a8 Centre C specially arranged
nsylvania entre Co. ennsylvania entre Co. .
Number | % Number | % Number | Number | % transportation by contract
Car, truck, or van 4508041 843%| 43748  76.6%| 4825200 86.8% 29410 78.3%) lales.
Drove alone 3818385 714%| 35770 626%| 4,247,836 765%| 42,116 66.7%
Carpooled 689,656 12.9% 7,987 14.0% 577,364 10.4% 7294 116%f The paratrangt wvice, or
Public Transportation 343724 6.4%) 1650  2.9% 289,699  5.2% 2465 3.9% ; :
Busor trolley bus 220544 4.3%) 1604  2.8% 198,036  3.6% 2281 3.6% specidl, more_erX| ble
Other 110101  2.1% 11 01% 86,793 1.6% g3 o) transportservicesfor
Taxicab 4079  0.1% 3B 01% 4870 0.1% 101 o02%f| peoplewith disabilities, is
Miotor cycle 5000 0.1% 85 0.1% 3235 0.1% 64 01% agvallableto any location
Bicycle 12,556 0.2% 685  1.2% 14001 0.3% 505  08% \vithin the boundaries of
Walked 304589  5.7%) 8775  15.4% 220725  4.1% 7eu 24wl C 44
Other means 20671 06% 197 03% 29805 05%) 281 oswl CentreCounty and also
Worked at Home 144551  2.7% 1974  35% 164,646  3.0% 2525  40%| Serves selected locations
Total Workers 5,348,132 57,114 5,556,311 63,097 OUtSi de of Centre County_
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 1990 and 2000 Census These I nCl Ude Shoppl ng and
medical sitesin Clearfield

In the ten year period between 1990 and 2000 the
percentage of Centre County residents who worked
within the County had decreased by almost 2
percent. In 2000, approximately 92 percent of Centre
County residents worked inside the County limits,
with only 8 percent commuting out of the County
and less than one percent working outside the State.

The proximity of Centre County residentsto their
workplace shows that in 1990 and 2000 about 40
percent of Centre County residents had a commute
of 15 minutes or less. In addition, the mean travel
time to work for Centre County residentsin 2000
was 19.6 minutes, significantly less time than the
statewide average of 25.2 minutes.

Public Transportation: Reflecting the

diverse nature of Centre County, thereis more
than one transit service and public

transportation operator available. The Centre
County Office of Transportation (CCOT)

operates a demand responsive service

throughout Centre County. The “shared ride”
program is similar to ataxicab in that people are
picked up at their origin and taken to their
destination. Unlike a taxicab, more than one person
is served and may be in the vehicle being served in
the same time frame. The service requires that
advance reservations be made. Standing orders are
also taken for individuals who have multiple
reservations within the month. While the serviceis
availableto the general public, it is primarily
oriented to senior citizens and disabled passengers.
The shared ride program fares are discounted
through proceeds from the Pennsylvania L ottery.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

County from the Philipsburg area. Additionally, trips
to the Altoona, Lock Haven, Lewistown and
Lewisburg areas are accommodated providing a full
van can be scheduled.

Centre Area Transportation Authority (CATA)
operates three types of public transportation services
throughout the Centre Region and surrounding areas
of Centre County. These services include fixed-route
bus service, demand responsive service and special
services. (120,000 trips/yr.)

Fixed-Route Bus Service: CATA operatesa
fixed-route bus system called the Centre Line which
consists of approximately twelve routes that focus

on downtown State College and the Penn State
campus. These bus lines radiate from downtown and
extend to neighboring communities. In addition,
CATA operates four shuttle routes within the Penn
State University Campus and downtown State
College. Thisincludes the College Loop, Town
Loop, the Link and the Link Express. Figure 13
illustrates the Centre Line bus system routes.
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CATA offersavariety of prepaid fare arrangements
with apartment complex tenants and Penn State full-
time faculty and staff, as well asthe “One Pass’ for
frequent riders. All CATA buses have been installed
with bike racks, which benefit CATA riders by
expanding recreational bicycling opportunities,
adding flexibility to the transit commute, and by
helping to reduce traffic congestion.

Demand Responsive Service: CATA providesa
curb-to-curb demand responsive service within its
service area. It consists of the shared ride program
whichissimilar to that operated by CCOT. CATA
also provides a complementary paratransit service as
part of its compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act. Persons who are unable to ride the
Centre County bus routes are eligible for the demand
responsive service. Advance reservations are
required and the service areaislimited to locations
within three-fourths of amile of current bus routes.
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Vanpools: CATA launched a community vanpool
program in October 2007 with six vanpool groups.
The program has grown to 15 vanpool groups
coming from the Lewistown, Lock Haven,
Philipsburg, and Tyrone aress.

A vanpool group istypicaly 7 — 12 people who
share their commute. The vanpool travels from
home (or a pre-arranged meeting place) to work,
school, or other destination. To be cost-effective,
the vanpool group should travel at least 40 miles
round trip each day.

CATA provides the van, insurance coverage,
maintenance, and agas card. The fleet gas card
provides gas for the vanpool s tax-free and volume
discounted. The driver isgiven access codesto use
the card at the pump, and CATA ishilled. The
vanpool group shares the total cost of the operation,
which is determined by a base price plus a per mile
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charge. Faresare billed to the driver/coordinator of
the group monthly, with payment due on the first of
each month.

To start avanpool group, ten or more commuters
traveling from the same areaindicate their interest in
avanpool to the Commuter Service Manager at
CATA.

Special Services: CATA operates shuttle services
during special events which include Penn State
home footbal games, the Central Pennsylvania
Festival of the Arts, Ag Process Days, the Bellefonte
Arts & Crafts Fair, Bellefonte Victorian Christmas
and First Night State College.

Officer assisting with CATA bike rack in State College

In addition, CATA also operates Ride Share, afree
ride matching service program to help participants
find commuters with similar travel patterns.
Participants in the program provide information for a
carpool match list which allows CATA to fit the
participant’s schedule. Commutersinterested in the
Ride Share program are sent alist that providesthe
name and telephone number of other registered Ride
Share commuters who live in or commute through
the area, as well as other available transportation
options.

Airports: Centre County has six public use
aviation facilities: University Park Airport, Mid-
State Airport, Bellefonte Airport, Centre Airpark,
Penns Cave Airport and Ridge Soaring Gliderport.
Flying glidersis a quite common recreational

activity at the Centre Airpark and the Ridge Soaring
Gliderport. The University Park Airport is served by
three commercial carriers and the other five airports
are general aviation facilities. A further discussion of
the airports in Centre County can be found in the

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Centre County Long Range Transportation Plan
2030.

Rail- Active Lines: Norfolk Southern and the
Nittany and Bald Eagle Railroad are the two
railroads which traverse Centre County. The Nittany
and Bald Eagle Railroad operates and provides
freight serviceto Centre County. Norfolk Southern
has trackage rights, but does not provide service to
Centre County. Both railroads operate on the
Susquehanna Economic Devel opment Association-
Council of Governments (SEDA-COG) Joint Rail
Authority (JRA) rail lines. SEDA-COG JRA isthe
Municipal Authority that owns a200-mile regional
rail systemin Central Pennsylvania.

In addition, four other railroads operate within the
SEDA-COG JRA outside of Centre County. Formed
in July 1983, the purpose of the Authority isto
maintain service to industries which are dependent
on rail through short-line operations. The JRA
serves Centre, Clinton, Columbia, Lycoming,
Mifflin, Montour, Northumberland and Union
counties.

There is no passenger rail intercity servicein Centre
County. The Bellefonte Historical Railroad
promotes rail-fan tourism.

The Nittany and Bald Eagle Railroad (NBER) isa
local freight railroad company that operates on 70
miles of SEDA-COG JRA rail lines. These lines run
north east to west linking the Norfolk Southern line
in Tyrone with the Norfolk Southern linein Lock
Haven. A rail line between Pleasant Gap and
Lemont links with aline through Bellefonte to
Milesburg. The NBER has terminals at Tyrone,
Lock Haven, Milesburg, Pleasant Gap, Mill Hall,
and Sunbury.

According to Todd Hunter of NBER, 865 carloads
were run in 1986; in 2001 there were 13,615
carloads. Between 2000 and 2001 there was a drop
in annual carloads due to the closure of NBER
served paper millsin Blair and Clinton Counties.
NBER forecasts increased tonnage from local
businesses and the Norfolk Southern coal trains
operating on trackage rights on the NBER main line.
SEDA-COG is planning track upgrades and other
improvements.
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Deliveries are made viathe NBER to companies
within Centre County, including: Happy Valley
Blended Product, Bolton Metals formerly Cerro
Copper Brass, Sunoco Products, and Graymont
Lime. In addition, outbound shipments are being
made by Hawbaker Constructions, and Graymont
Lime. Currently, Lezzer Lumber and Centre
Concrete are not active rail users, but they still have
rail sidingsin place for future use.

Norfolk Southern is afreight hauler that servesthe
Eastern United States and has major classification
yardsin Allentown, Conway, Harrisburg and Enola.
The Norfolk Southern has two lines north and south
of Centre County. The north rail line runs through
Lock Haven in Clinton County, and the south line
runs through Tyrone in Blair County. According to
NBER, it runs an average of 1.25 trains per day with
105 cars per train.

The SEDA-COG main linereceived a $2 million
upgrade in 2003. The project included the
installation of approximately 12 miles of welded rail.
In addition, NBER constructed a one mile branch
line to be extending into the Glenn O. Hawbaker
Quarry in Pleasant Gap. The NBER parent company
has purchased additional locomotives and will add
more trains as needed in order to serve the
expanding aggregate business from the Hawbaker
quarry.

Passenger Rail: Amtrak service through the
central Pennsylvania region passes to the south of
Centre County to Blair, Huntingdon,and Mifflin
Counties. The Pennsylvanian train provides daily
daytime service between New Y ork and Pittsburgh
with station stopsin Lewistown, Huntington,
Altoona and Tyrone in central Pennsylvania. The
Three Riverstrain, providing overnight service daily
between New Y ork and Chicago, has station stopsin
central Pennsylvaniain Lewistown, Huntington and
Altoona.

Recognizing a need for a balanced transportation
system, PENNDOT issued PennPlan, the 25-year
statewide Long Range Transportation Plan in 2000.
PennPlan identified a need for a passenger rail study
to assess statewide intercity (not commuter)
passenger rail services. One of the study components
istheidentification of potentia intercity rail
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corridors and possible expansion of passenger
serviceinto freight corridors.

Initial assessments have been conducted on a State
College — Altoona — Pittsburgh corridor aswell asa
State College-Harrisburg corridor. Corridors were
initially prioritized based on their potential and
attributes using five criteriaincluding infrastructure/
right-of-way availability, major destinations/trip
generators, market size, transportation
patterng/conditions and system continuity/
connectivity. Future feasibility assessment of any
corridors would require detailed evaluations to
identify rights-of-way, station locations, ridership,
costs and benefits.

Norfolk Southern railroad has expressed concern
with the plan in terms of specific corridors, right-of -
way improvements and the impact of increased
passenger traffic on the movement of freight within
Pennsylvania. Norfolk Southern feels that passenger
rail traffic will reduce the amount of freight traffic
that will be ableto run on thelines. The primary
concern is the corridor between Philadel phia and
Harrisburg.

The Bellefonte Historical Railroad Society (BHRS)
has operating rights on the Nittany and Bald Eagle
Railroad. It offers weekend tours throughout the
year with trips that begin and end in Bellefonte and
go through Tyrone, Curtin Village, Unionville and
Lemont. Currently no excursions are planned and
operations have ceased until equipment can be
upgraded and afederal safety inspection compl eted.
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PENNSYLVANIA RAILS TO TRAILS

Railsto Trails offer the user away to experience the
natural environment, cultural and historic resources,
and provide health benefits through recreation.
These trails can be motorized or non- motorized,
designed for avariety of users, and provide an
opportunity for al ages of individuals. Currently
there are three designated rail to trail facilities within
the county:

Bellefonte Central Rail Trail - The
Bellefonte Central Rail Trail connects with
the McK ee Street/Clinton Avenue Bike Path
in State College and is approximately 1.3
miles with a crushed limestone surface.
Penns Creek Path — Thistrail is officially
part of the Mid-State Trail, 3.0 milesin
length with a ballast surface and trailhead
located at Poe Paddy State Park

Show Shoe Rail Trail (SSRT) —Thisisa
multi-use trail, (ATV users must register
with the Snow Shoe Rail Trail Association)
approximately 20 milesin length with a
ballast surface and trailheads located in
Clarence and Gillintown.

Two recently completed rail to trail feasibility
studies support future trail opportunities along the
former Bellefonte Central Railroad and the Beech
Creek Railroad.

Historical Railroad Marker along SSRT

Cente

INACTIVE RAIL LINES

There are many historic inactive rail linesin Centre
County. Feasibility studies have been conducted on
afew sections of abandoned lines within the County,
and further studies will determineif itisviableto
convert these lines to rails-to-trails. These studies
include the Nittany & Bald Eagle Greenway Plan,
the Bellefonte Central Rail Trail Feasibility Study,
and the Beech Creek Greenway — “The Brick Town
Trail”. The Feasibility Studiesfor Greenway
Studies Map (Chapter One, page 12) depicts where
these studies were completed and where other
potential futurerail trails may exist if found feasible
in the future.

Active Rail Line adjacent to Historic Curtin Village

e : ."-.:.- - g '-";"'fﬁ‘.-"-t:'*’.‘;--\ & ..-I:I.I.._ % W
Hogsback Trail along abandoned Beech Creek Branch of
the New York Central Raiload
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DESIGNATED HIKING TRAILS

The Mid State Trail System (MST) isalong distance
hiking trail and-has sidetrailsin central
Pennsylvania. The current northern end is at the
West Rim Trail on Bohen Run north of Blackwell
and the southern end is ajunction with Green Ridge
Hiking Trail in Maryland at the Mason-Dixon Line.
The MST isamost entirely on public land: state
forests, game lands and parks. Intermediate access
from paved roads within Centre County is available
from State Route 26, State Route 45, State Route
192, and US Route 322. The MST is marked with
rectangular orange blazes on the main trail and blue
blazes on side trails. Principle features of the MST
areits many views, side trails and wilderness. The
Mid State Trail has been labeled as " The Wildest
Trail in Pennsylvania'.

Hiking Trail up to Mt. Nittany

The Allegheny Front Trail is approximately 40 miles
in length and encircles Black Moshannon State Park.
Thisrugged trail includes 11 vistas and many
mountain trout streams including tributaries of
Moshannon Creek. A seven mile connector trail
traverses through the state park and most of the trail
is blazed in orange with cross-country ski trails
blazed in blue.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan
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Painted Trillium along Allegheny Front Trail

To make a greenway... is to make a community.

And that, above all else, is what the movement

is all about. —CHARLES LITTLE, Greenways for
America, 1990

The Chuck Keiper Trail isnamed after CharlesF.
Keiper who was a dedicated conservationist and
wildlife law enforcement officer. The trail, located
in both Centre and Clinton Counties and in the
Sproul State Forest, is52 milesin length and is
organized into an eastern and western loop. The
western loop is slightly longer than the eastern loop
with the western loop being hiked in three days and
the eastern in two days.
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The Nittany Mountain trail system (lands owned by
the Mt. Nittany Conservancy (MNC) and the Lions
Paw Alumni Association) provides nearby hiking
opportunities and views of the Pennsylvania State
University campus and Rockview State Correctional
Institution. The system consists of two loop trails:
the White Loop (4 miles) and the Blue Loop (6
miles). The popular Mike Lynch Overlook features
abirds-eye view of the campus, including Beaver
Stadium and the Bryce Jordan Center. In the summer
of 2009 the MNC began installing awayfinding
system of trail signsat critical intersections and
points on the paths. In total, there are 19 signs on the
Blue and White trails to help guide visitors on the
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CANALS

Historically, the best route for the shipment of 19"
century industrial products was east through Mill
Hall and Lock Haven to the Susquehanna River;
then south on the river to Harrisburg. The Bald
Eagle, Nittany, and Bellefonte Turnpike was built in
1833 to accomplish this. The following year the
Bald Eagle and Spring Creek Navigation Company
began the construction of acanal to provide barge
trangportation along the same route as the turnpike,
following Spring Creek into Bellefonte. It was
completed in 1848. The boat basin occupied the west
side of North Water Street in Bellefonte. Canal
boats traveled regular six-week schedules between
Bellefonte and Philadelphia. The canal carried its
first piano to Bellefonte from Philadel phiawhich
currently residesin the Centre County Historical
Society Library. The cana wasin operation for 17
years and due to spring flooding, the wash out dams
and bridges, high repair bills, and competition from
rail roads all operations ceased. Remnants of the
approximate 28 (twenty eight) locks that operated
along this cana system can still be seen between
Bellefonte and Lock Haven. This cana system,
though no longer operating, has great potential for
recreation providing opportunities for walking,
biking, adriving tour and historical interpretation.

Historic map of Bald Eagle and Spring Creek Canal

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan 2-56
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TUNNELS

It is not suprising given the topography of Centre
County, and the historic railroad system throughout
the county that there were many tunnels built to
accommodate the passage of the trains to and from
their destinations. These structures are aremarkable
remberance of our rich history and offer the
recreational user a unique experience whether
hiking/biking/riding through the tunnel or
photographing from a distance. A few of the
structures are located on State Forest lands and the
Peale Tunnd is part of the Snow Shoe Rail Trall
which is owned by Headwaters Charatible Trust.
This structure in particular along with the other
transportation structures along the Beeck Creek
Railroad have been found eligible for designation in
the National Registor of Historic Places.

Centre County Tunnels:

Coburn Tunnel
Hogsback Tunnel
Karthaus Tunnel

Paddy Mountain Tunnel
Peale Tunnd

Hogsback Tunnel

Another impressive structure along the historic
Beeck Creek Railroad isthe Viaduct Bridge, a 770
foot long iron and stedl structure 110 feet above the
Moshannon Creek. The center of this bridgeison
the Centre/Clearfield County line. No major
changes have been made to this structure since its
construction in 188? except for the removal of the
track in 1984. The west side walkway has been

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

replaced with galvanized walkway and a metal
railing. Thisstructureisalso part of the Snow Shoe
Rail Trail connecting Centre and Clearfield counties.
This bridge is aremarkable example of 19™ century
railroad and structural engineering.

Historic Viaduct Tower
PA DESIGNATED BIKE ROUTES

Bicycle PA routes traverse throughout the
Commonwealth and were created by experienced
bicyclists. Eight designated biking routes can be
found throughout Pennsylvania of which two cross
through Centre County; BicyclePA — Route G, and
BicyclePA —Route V. Neither of these designated
routes contain bike lanes and both follow PennDOT
state highways. (www.bikepa.com)

BicyclePA

3

G

Route
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Bicycle Route V along Rt. 192 from
Union County

DESIGNATED BIKEWAYS

The majority of the designated and maintained
bikeways are located within the Centre Region of
Centre County. These are either bikeways or are on
road bike lanes connecting the Centre Region
neighborhoods, parks, schools, and the Penn State
University. Theseinclude:

Bellefonte Central Rail Trail - 1.4 mile
shared use path from McK ee Street/Clinton
Ave. Bikeway to the Penn State/Toftrees
property line

Blue Course Drive Bikeway — Paralels Blue
Course Drive from Haymarket to Teaberry
Ridge Development

Blue and White Trail — 1.8 mile shared use
path along Collge Avenue on abandoned
Bellefonte Central Rail right-of-way to Corl
Road

Brandywine Drive Bikeway — Brandywine
Driveto Warner Boulevard in Boalsburg
and off road accessto Mt. Nittany Middle
School and Panorama Elementary School

Cato/Stonebridge Bikeway — Blue Course
Driveto CATO Industrial Park in Ferguson
Township

College Township Bikeway (Mt. Nittany
Expressway Bikeway) — 4.6 miles of trail
that connects Spring Creek Park, Millbrook
Marsh Nature Center, Slab Cabin Park,

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Dalevue Park and South Atherton Street
Bike Path

Colonnade Bike Lanes — Along Colonnade
Way and Colonnade Boulevard from
Waddle Road to North Atherton Street in
Patton Township

Curtin Road Extension Bikeway - 0.45 miles
of shared use path along Curtin Rd.
Extension from North Atherton Street to
Burrowes Rd.

Fox Hollow Bike Lane — on-road bike lane
extends from Park Avenue to Toftrees

Garner Street Bike Lanes —along Garner St.
from Westerly Parkway to Beaver Avenue

Governors' Park Bikeway — extends from
PA Route 550 to Governors Park via Airport
Road in Bellefonte

Henderson Mall Bikeway — on- and off-road
segments on University Campus between
Park Avenue and East College Avenue

Orchard Road Bike Lane — on-road bike
lane connects to the Park Avenue Bike Lane
and will eventually connect to the College
Township Bikeway at Millbrook Marsh
Nature Center

Orchard Park Bikeway — extends from
Community Field to Orchard Park and links
to Welch Pool and State College High
School North and South Campusin State
College Borough

Park Avenue Bike Lane —on-road bike lane
which connects Orchard Road Bike Lane
with Fox Hollow Road Bike Lane

Porter Road/Curtin Road Bike Lane — on-
road bike lane links University Drive
Bikeway to Fox Hollow Road Bike Lane

Puddintown Road Trail — Shared use path
along Puddintown Road from the Mt.
Nittany Expressway to Orchard Road

McKee Street/ Clinton Avenue Bikeway —
connects Overlook Heights Park to Sunset
Park in State College and connects to the
Arboretum Section of the Bellefonte Centra
Rail Trail

Research Park Path — extends from Fox
Hollow Road to the Penn State Research
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Park in College Township

South Atherton Street Bikeway — parallels
Atherton Street from near the Military
Museum in Boalsburg north to University
Drive

Toftrees Avenue Bike Lanes —along
Toftress Avenue from Fox Hollow Road to
Cricklewood Drive

Tudek/Circleville Bikeway — extends from
Aaron Drive through Tudek Park, adjacent
to Circleville Road and State Game Lands
#176 and a second spur extends from
Circleville Road through the Penn State Golf
Coursein Ferguson Township

University Drive Bikeway — parallels
University Drive between Curtin Road and
East College Avenue and provides accessto
Penn State University athletic facilities

Vairo Boulevard/Aaron Drive Bikeway —
bikeway traverses Suburban Park in
Ferguson Township

Circleville Bike Path showing winter maintenance

The Friends of Tudek Dog Park, along with the help
of many generous donors, and the cooperation of
Ferguson Township, have created a public off-leash
dog park in a portion of Tudek Park located off Park
Crest Lane in State College, PA.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

PARK & RIDE

Park and ride facilities are designed to allow
commuters traveling to urban locations, a place to
leave their persona vehicle for the day and carpool
with others or transfer to a bus or other mode of
travel. These park and ride facilities are typically
located outside of the urban core and near major
travel routes.

Realizing the benefits of park and ride facilities, the
Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) and Centre Area Transportation Authority
(CATA) haveidentified a number of potential future
locations and for several years have been pursuing
the county’ sfirst official park and ride facility.

In the fall of 2004, Potter Township, Centre County
executed an agreement with PennDOT for the design
and construction of a Park and Ride facility in Old
Fort, PA near the intersection of State Route 45 and
State Route 144. Thislocation isa prime travel
corridor for many who work in the State College
area, but live in the southeastern portion of the
County. The Old Fort Park and Ride is currently
under design and once completed will offer
commuters from Centre Hall and the entire Penns
Vadley areaalit, maintained surface parking lot to
utilize for carpool travel. The parking would
accommodate 50 vehicles and also alow for future
transit service.

The Moshannon Valley Region, specifically the
Philipsburg area, islikely the next location for a park
and ride facility. Currently, there are two informal
park and ride locations within Rush Township, one
at Cold Stream Dam along State Route 322 and
another at the intersection of State Route 322 and
State Route 504 on property owned by the
Philipsburg-Osceola School District. The best
location for aformal park and ride facility will be
determined through a study that considers locations
in relation to commuter traffic patterns. This study
was funded through the Pennsylvania Community
Transportation Initiative (PCTI) and will commence
in early 2010. The Centre County Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP) currently identifies
construction of this park and ride project in the
2011-2014 timeframe.

Also of note, the LRTP identifies two projects that
would extend CATA commuter bus service into both
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Penns Valley and Moshannon Valley sometimein
the 2011-2014 timeframe. These projects are
dependent on the availability of funding, but if
implemented, would provide commutersin these
regions another option for their commuting needs.

SKATE PARKS

Skate parks have become very popular acrossthe
nation and are growing in popularity in Central
Pennsylvaniaaswell. If apositive skate park
climateis established, that is a key to ensuring that
the public skate park will be utilized properly, and
that it is viewed as an asset and not aliability by the
local residents and elected officials. There aretwo
public skate parksin Centre County, one located at
Tussey Mountain (Centre Community Skate Park),
and the second park in Philipsburg at the
Powerhouse Grounds near the ball park at Slab
Town Park. Both locations allow the use of BMX
bikes and in line skates. An effective strategy in
guarantying the long term success of a community
skate park isin designing a park that is accessible
and safe for beginning skaters, but that still contains
ample challenging terrain to keep more mature and
responsible skaters coming back for more. Notable
to mention is Woodward Camp, aworld renowned
youth action sports camp and gymnastic facility that
includes skating located in the rura village of
Woodward, Penns Valley Region, Centre County. A
good community resource for skate parksincluding
possible grant funding can be found by researching
this website: www.tonyhawkfoundation.org

ATV DESIGNATED TRAILS

The northern tier of Centre County is much more
suited for ATV trails than the area south of the Bald
Eagle Ridge. There are numeroustrails on the
Sproul State Forest such as the Bloody Skillet
(consists of 37 trail miles(Phase 1 & 2) andis
accessed from SR 144 approximately 18 1/2 miles
north of Snow Shoe. Turn right onto DeHaas Road
and travel 5 miles south to the Northern Terminus
Trailhead) and the Whiskey Spring ATV Trails
(Accessisfrom the Two Miles Road 1-1/2 miles
west of Westport toward Kettle Creek State Park),
located on abandoned strip mine lands in Centre and
Clinton counties. The other location for public use
of ATV’sison the Snow Show Rail Trail, a19 mile
multi-use trail in Snow Shoe Township. Thistrail
also includes 20 miles of connecting Township roads

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

from Clarence through Kato, and in 2010 will
include a connection via the township roads to the
Bloody Skillet ATV trail on the Sproul State Forest.
ATV users mush register with the Snow Shoe Rail
Trail Association (SSRTA) to ride on the trail, but
those utilizing the trail for walking or biking need
not do so. Thistrail isonthe former New Y ork
Central Railroad right-of -way offering the user a
glimpse of the historical remnants; notable to
mention of course would be the Viaduct, Peale
Tunnél, clay tipples, coa washing areas, coke ovens,
and historical railroad markers The trail offers
spectacular views, beautiful outcroppings of rocks,
and awonderful opportunity to view local floraand
fauna. Trail heads are located at Black Bear,
Clarence, and Gillentown which recently added
restroom facilities.

Restroom facilities constructed at SSRTA Gillentown
Trailhead — Project funded by SSRTA, DCNR, and area
sponsers
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INTERMODAL FACILITIES

Two intercity bus companies, Fullington Bus
Company and Greyhound Lines, serve destinations
within Centre County and connect the county with
other areas throughout Pennsylvania, as well as other
states. One additional bus company and another that
contracts with Fullington Bus Company provide
service between Centre County and New Y ork City.

Thetwo intercity bus companies serve Centre
County primarily by way of the busterminal located
in State College Borough. Thisfacility located just
off of North Atherton Street, iswithin close
proximity to downtown State College and the
campus of Penn State University. Inrecent years,
local stakeholders have entered into discussionsto
replace the existing bus terminal with anew facility.
This new facility may accommodate the intercity bus
companies, CATA, the Centre County Office of
Transportation, local taxi companies, ridesharing
vehicles and a public parking facility. Accordingly,
it would serve as akey node in inter-modal
transportation within Centre County.

OTHER RECREATION FACILITIES

State Owned Campgrounds
- Bad Eagle State Park
Black Moshannon State Park
Penn-Roosevelt State Park*
Poe Paddy State Park*
Poe Valley State Park
Reeds Gap State Park
- R.B. Winter State Park
*denotes more primitive site

Privately Owned Campgrounds
Bellefonte/State College KOA Campground
Fort Bellefonte Campground
Hemlock Acres Campground
Kearns Campground
Liberty Township Public Campground
Sevens Mountains Campground
Woodward Cave Campground
Snow Shoe Park Campground

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Tent Ste at Hemlock Acres Campground

Golf Courses
Centre Hills Country Club — Blue Course
Centre Hills Country Club — The Eighteen
Hole Course
Centre Hills Country Club —White Course
Centre Hills Country Club — Nittany Course
Centre Hills Country Club — The Nine Hole
Course
Nittany Country Club
Philipsburg Country Club
State College Elks Country Club
Toftrees Resort

Fairgrounds

- Aaronsburg
Bellefonte
Grange Fair grounds
Jacksonville
Milesburg
Rebersburg
Spring Mills
Snow Shoe

YMCA's
Bellefonte YMCA
Philipsburg Y MCA
State College YMCA
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Athletics at Penn State University
- Ashenfelter Multi-Sport Facility
Astroturf Field
Beaver Stadium
Bryce Jordan Center
Greenberg Indoor Sports Complex
Golf Courses
Holuba Hall
Intramural Building
Jeffrey Field
Lasch Building
Lorenzo Wrestling Complex
Medlar Field at Lubrano Park
Penn State Ice Pavilion
Penn State McCoy Natatorium
Nittany Lion Field
Recreation Building
Sarni Tennis Center
White Building

Museums at Penn State University
All Sports Museum
Earth & Mineral Science Museum and Art
Gallery
Frost Entomological Museum
Matson Museum of Anthropology
Palmer Museum of Art
Pasto Agricultural Museum

Performing Arts Venues at Penn State
Bryce Jordan Center
Eisenhower Auditorium
Penn State Theatre

COUNTY RECREATION PROGRAMS
Centre County Government does not have a

recreation department or provide recreation services,

however the Centre County Planning and
Community Development Office (CCPCDO)
provides technical support to municipalities through
grant writing, meeting facilitation between officids
and stakeholders, mapping with Geographic
Information Systems (GIS), the coordination of
Greenway Planning, and various other requests.
Centre County residents can partake in recreation
programs through the services provided by their
municipality.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

CENTRE REGION RECREATION

Centre Region Parks and Recreation (CRPR) isan
agency of the Centre Region Council of
Governments. The Borough of State College and
the Townships of College, Ferguson, Harris and
Patton participate and contribute shared-funding in
support of regiona year-round recreation and
municipal park operations and are represented by a
six-member board. Rather than each municipality
operating their own Parks & Recreation Department,
CRPR has been designated as their official
municipal recreation and park agency for over 40
years.

Each municipality acquires and develops their park
sites, maintenance and programs are then jointly-
funded and provided by CRPR. For 2008, CRPR
will maintain recreation areas totaling 786 acres at
51 sites, and provides the region's 77,000 residents
with specia events and programsin parks, school
district facilities and at other sites. Specialized
recreation programs are capitalized and operated by
the Centre Region Parks and Recreation Board /
Centre Regional Recreation Authority (CRRA) on a
regiona basiswith prorated contributions from the
five participating municipalities.

Millbrook Marsh Nature Center

Located in College Township this 62-acre site
consists of a 12-acre farmstead area (with alarge
bank barn, farmhouse, and several outbuildings), and
an adjacent 50-acre wetland area. The 50-acre
wetland area also hosts a conservation easement
between Penn State and ClearWater Conservancy of
Central PA. Theland around the nature center
includes severa important types of wetland areas,
including natural springs and a calcareous fen.
Millbrook Marsh incorporates three streams that
offer unique wildlife viewing and nature education
opportunities. Bathgate Springs Run,

Thompson Run, and Slab Cabin Run then join
Spring Creek near Spring Creek Park in College
Township.

Millbrook Marsh Nature Center provides programs
seasonally, including:

Programs for Young Children

Guided Discovery Programs for Youth
Summer Camp

Family Programs & Events
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Programs for Home School Families and
Scout Groups

Birthday Parties for Children

Rentals Opportunities for the Barn &
Pavilion

CRPR Sports Leagues

Offers youth sports leagues in basketball and
developmentally appropriate |eagues in soccer, golf,
and football for younger children. There are dso
adult leaguesin indoor soccer, basketball, flag
football, volleyball and soccer.

Boardwalk at

ﬁ % Millbrook
= | MarshNature Center

MUNICIPAL SUMMER PROGRAMS

Benner Township Summer Park and
Recreation Program

Halfmoon Township Little People' s Park
Halfmoon Township Summer Park and
Recreation Program

Howard Borough Day Camp

Walker Township Parks Summer Camp
Program

PROGRAMS BY OTHER PROVIDERS

Krislund Camp
Krislund Camp offers religious-based seasona and

off-season programming for families and individual
campers in various age groups with activities
ranging from aquatics and rafting to biking and

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

backpacking. This camp islocated in Gregg and
Walker Townships.

Woodward Camp:

A youth action sports camp consisting of nineteen
(29) facilities for skating, biking, and racing, and
other extreme sports. Thefacility islocated in
Haines Township and enrolls campers from around
the around the world and is featured on ESPN
television for competitions. Woodward isaso a
camp for gymnastics and recently, Woodward Camp
added a snowboarding program.

Tussey Mountain

Located in Harris Township and designed for skiing
and snow tubing Tussey Mountain also offers
special winter programs such as ski/snowboarding
skill development, awinter break day camp for
school aged children and lessons. Summer facilities
include an amphithestre, batting cages, driving
range, go-karts, fishing, pavilions, and a skate park.

Summer and Day Camps

The Pennsylvania State University campus offers
day camps and resident camp programs for children
eighteen (18) and under in the arts, athletics, and
sciences. Summer sports camps are available for
twenty-seven (27) different sports ranging from
figure skating to football. Coach clinicsare aso
offered.

Shaver's Creek Environmental Center
Though in Huntingdon County, the Center isright
over the mountain from the village of Pine Grove
Mills. The Center offers eight summer camps
sessions for avariety of children’s age groups.
Activities featured in the day camps include:
investigating animal habitats, nature’ s cycles, arts
and crafts, learning about birds of prey, amphibians
and reptiles, watersheds, etc..

Shaver’s Creek
Raptor Center
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MUSEUMS & HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Beech Creek/Marsh Creek Museum

The museum islocated in the Harry A. and VeraA.
Lingle Room at the former Beech Creek Elementary
School, 44 Vesper Street, Beech Creek, Pa. A local
dentist from the area had purchased the school and
had a dream of starting a museum for the area. The
dream cameto fruition when in 1999 locdl citizens
assembled together to form a museum association,
with the museum opening ayear later. The
museum’ s purpose is to document and preserve the
industries, community, and natural resources of the
Beech Creek and Marsh Creek watershed areas.

Boalsburg Heritage Museum Association

Bellefonte Museum

Bellefonte Museum

The Bellefonte Museum for Centre County is
located in the historic John Blair Linn House in
Bellefonte. The house, built in 1810 of Trenton
Limestone, islisted in the National American
Buildings Survey and on the National Historic
Registry. The historic home was the residence to
many individuals and families who contributed to
the growth of Bellefonte, Centre County, and
Pennsylvania. The historic Linn House was
converted to a museum facility over ten years ago.
Recent plansto expand the museum include
increasing the exhibition space, adding “ Discovery
Rooms’ for children, a museum store, and a
tearoom. The museum is located as 133 N.
Allegheny Street and the hours of operation are
1-4PM Thursday through Saturday.

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Established in September, 1982, the Boalsburg
Heritage Museum has been preserving items of
historical significance, and promoting awareness of
the rich heritage within the Boalsburg and Harris
Township community while creating interest and
educating the public. Historical artifacts unique to
the area can be seen on display in the museum. Y ou
can also see modern exhibits by artists, craftsmen,
photographers, hobbyists, guilds, and other
collectors, with many being of historical importance.
The museum is located on Main Street in Boalsburg
at Loop Road. The hours of operation are Tuesdays
and Saturdays from 2-4PM and by appointment.

Centre County Library and Historical Museum
The Centre County Library and Historical Museum
islocated in Bellefonte, Pa and supports three
branch librariesin Aaronsburg, Centre Hall, and
Philipsburg. Thelibrary operates a bookmobile that
travel s throughout the County. The Centre County
Library and its three branches offer avariety of
programs such as family activities, sit and knit,
storytelling, guest speakers, teatime and much more.
For more information visit
www.centrecountylibrary.com

Centre Furnace Mansion Furnace Stack — PA Rt. 26

Centre Furnace Mansion/Centre County

Historical Society

Founded in 1904, the Centre County Historical
Society (CCHS) isthe oldest and largest history
organization in the county, serving as the official
historical society of Centre County. Itisa
community and volunteer based non-profit
educational organization that works collaboratively
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with local, regional, county and state organizations
preserve and promote the area's historic, cultural,
and natural resources.

= Disseminates historical information about
Centre County

= Offers programs and exhibits of historical and
cultural interest for children and adults

= Marks and helps preserve and protect the Centre
Furnace Mansion property and grounds, our
newly acquired Boogersburg School, and other
historical sites and landscapesin Centre County

=  Maintains a collection of artifacts, books,
manuscripts, maps and photographs

®  Publishes and promotes interest in historically
significant publications relating to Centre
County

Centre Furnace Mansion islocated at 1001 East
College Avenue, State College, Pa. Office hours are
Monday through Friday from 9-5PM and tours of
the mansion are available on Sundays, Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 1-4PM.

Lions David House Heritage Museum

This museum is located in Snow Shoe Township,
Centre County (near Snow Shoe) and it houses the
Mountaintop Region’s only public heritage
collection. Current exhibits span topics from the
history of Pennsylvania sindustrial development to
handwritten family genealogies. The collection at
the Lions David House includes books, local
histories, memorabilia, quilts, uniforms, maps,
photographs, as well as the preserved parlor and
furnishings of Vivian David’' s original home.

Lions David House

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Milesburg Museum and Historical Society
The museum is located at 205 Market Street,
Milesburg, Pawith hours of operation on Saturdays
from 9AM-Noon April through December. “A town
where history never getsold” isthe slogan for the
museum and their mission is “to establish a museum
for the preservation of all generations, future and
past, and to maintain a Historical Society within”.
The museum conducts many events and fundraisers
throughout the year including an Applefest/Car
Show in September, Ham and Cheese sandwich
sales, Soup and bake sales, Easter egg sales, and a
Holiday tea, all of which are critica to the monthly
maintenance of the museum.

Palmer Museum of Art

The Palmer Museum of Art on the Penn State
University Park campus is a free-admission arts
resource for the University and surrounding
communities in central Pennsylvania. The museum
offers an ever-changing array of exhibitions and
displays of its permanent collection. With eleven
galeries, a print-study room, 150-seat auditorium,
and outdoor scul pture garden, the Palmer Museum is
a unique cultural resource for residents of and
visitors to the region. Museum hours are Tues-Sat
from 10-4:30PM and Sunday from 12-4PM.

Penn State All Sports Museum:

The Museum islocated at the southwest corner of
Beaver Stadium opposite the Bryce Jordan Center. A
long canopy leading from Curtin Road marks the
Museum entrance. Admission is $5 for adults and $3
for children. The Penn State All-Sports Museum
allowsits visitors to connect, relive, and be a part of
the Penn State Nittany Lions proud athletic legacy.
Like all great sporting endeavors, the Museum relies
on its teammates and friends to achieve its mission
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Penns Valley Area Historical Museum

The Penns Valley Area Historical Museum
Association, located at 244 West Aaron Square,
Aaronsburg, Pais anonprofit educational
organization whose mission isto discover, collect,
preserve, interpret and present the pre-historical,
historical and cultural heritage of the people of the
Penns Valley and Brush Valley regions.

The association accomplishes this by maintaining a
collection of artifacts, providing a research and
genealogical library, developing and presenting
educational programs, and publishing supportive
literature. The museum is open to the public on
Saturdays from 1-4PM or by appointment by calling
814.349.4811.

Corroto prints portraying Penns and Brush Valley scenes
available for sale at the Museum gift shop in the Penns
Valley Area Historical Museum, Aaronsburg. A history
and story is featured on the back of each print fromlocal
artist June Goyne Corotto.

Pennsylvania Military Museum:
The Pennsylvania Military Museum located in
Boalsburg, Harris Township, preserves and honors
Pennsylvania s military history from 1747 to the
present with special emphasis on the 20th century,
interpreting for citizens and visitors the story of the
Commonwealth’s “ Citizen Soldiers’, civilian
activities on the home front, and the contributions of
Pennsylvaniaindustry to military technology. The
Friends of the Pennsylvania Military Museumis a
not-for-profit membership organization established
in partnership with the Pennsylvania Historical &
Museum Commission to:

®  Promoteinterest in the military museum
Assist with projectsin the museum and grounds
Provide and facilitate educational programming
Establish fundraising activities

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

Roland Curtain Foundation/Eagle 1ron Works

at Curtin Village

Curtin Village and the restored Eagle Iron Works,
located on approximately 60 acres of land in Boggs
Township, are owned by the State and administered
by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission. The Curtin Village historical siteis
supported by admissions, specia events, patrons and
the work and contributions of volunteers and
members of the non-profit Roland Curtin
Foundation. Curtin Village opens on Memoria Day.
Guided tours are available Wednesday to Sunday.
Special events are planned at the Village beginning
in Mid-June with the Arts Festival. Mid-July begins
the Antique Car Show, Mid-September brings the
Civil War Encampment and Mid-October offers
Apple Butter Day. The specia events close out in
Mid-December with Christmas at Curtin. The
Bellefonte Historical Railroad offerstrain excursions
to Curtin Village making a most enjoyable
summertime family outing.
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Milesburg Museum and Historical Society

Also important to note are the:

Boa Mansion in Boalsburg

Philipsburg Historical Society Reading
Rooms

The Old Mud Curch in Philipsburg more
formally now called the Union Church
The Simler House in Philipsburg

HISTORIC RESOURCES

The Bureau for Historic Preservation manages the
National Register of Historic Places for
Pennsylvania. The program was established by the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.
Propertieslisted in the Register include districts,
sites, buildings, structures, and objects that are
significant in American history, architecture,
archeology, engineering, and culture. National
Register properties are distinguished by having been
documented and evaluated according to uniform
standards. These criteria recognize the
accomplishments of all peoples who have
contributed to the history and heritage of the United
States and are designed to help state and local
governments, federal agencies, and others identify
significant historic and archeological properties
worthy of preservation and of consideration in
planning and development decisions. Listing a
property often changes the way communities
perceive their historic resources and gives credibility
to efforts to preserve these resources as irreplaceable
parts of our communities. There are anumber of

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

historic districts and National Register Historic Sites
in Centre County (see map on page 70).

Also several Nationa Register sites have been
destroyed by fire in recent years including the Bush
House and Bellefonte Academy (see more
information on the Bellefonte Academy below) both
in Bellefonte Borough.

The Bellefonte Academy was a private preparatory school
with a national reputation. The founders of Bellefonte,
James Dunlop and James Harris, were interested in
establishing an institution of learning, and it was
incorporated by Act of the Pennsylvania Legislature in
1805. "The Bellefonte Academy has educated more
governors, more senators, more judges, and more public
men ... than any other school in Pennsylvania." [The
Philadelphia North American, 1909] Rev. James R
Hughes was headmaster from 1868-1900, when his son
James R. Hughes took over and served until the academy
closed. The school had notable success in football,
beating Penn Sate 6-5 in 1908 and playing Texas and
Oklahoma schools in the 1926 football season to claim
the National Prep School Championship. The building
underwent many architectural changes, with its Greek
Revival pillars dating back to 1904. After closure in
1934, due to the Depression, it was converted into
apartments. It burned to the ground in 2004. It was
located on the knoll at the foot of West Bishop Street.™®

Historic postcard of the Bellefonte Academy
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“Preservation brings new jobs, new businesses,
good wages, significant tourist traffic, and
economic benefits”

Listing in the Nationa Register contributes to
preserving historic propertiesin a number of ways:

1. Recognition that a property is of significanceto
the nation, the state, or the community.

2. Consideration in the planning for federal or
federally assisted projects.

3. Eligibility for federal tax benefits.

4. Qualification for federal assistance for historic
preservation, when funds are available .

There are many community benefits to historic
preservation including:

Creation of new jobs

Increase in tourism

Creation of new businesses
Increase in property values
Enhanced quadlity of life

Buildings rehabbed or saved from
demolition

Historic interpretation opportunities

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

-—

Brockerhoff Mill — Benner Township

Penns and Brush Valleys comprise a ‘ historic vernacular
landscape” , which is defined as a landscape that evolved
through use by the people whose activities or occupancy
shaped it. These landscapes reflect the physical,
biological, and cultural character of everyday lives.
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ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Archeological sitesinclude both pre-historic and
historic resources. Pre-historic includes Native
American resources from 16,000 years ago to the
early 18th century. Historic resources include
remnants of man-made buildings and structures such
asindustrial sites and villages. Centre County has
approximately four hundred and thirty five (435)
archeological site files recorded with the
Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission.
Analyzing these locations by type for patterns of
development, and considering important variables
such as soil type, slope, distance to water and
settlement patterns would prove useful in the long
range transportation planning process for highway
development in new, undisturbed |ocations.

Community-based archeology projects have enormous
potential. People can address community needs ranging
from the economic benefits of tourism, to education in
schools, to concerns over development growth, and more.
Archeology projects help people to practice skills, such as
communication or teamwork, that are necessary for
building strong communities. Community members also
benefit from a diversity of abilities and perspectives. As a

community-building tool, archeology offers many ways for

people to learn and grow together.*®

Archeology is a great “hook” for getting people of all ages
interested in the past. It particularly complements national
and state standards and enables students to understand
that the skills they learn in school have important

applications in the real world.*

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan 2-69
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Properties Listed on Historic Reqgister

Municipality Property Name Status
Bellefonte Bor ough
Bellefonte Historic District Listed
Centre County Courthouse Listed
Gamble Mill Listed
Miles-Humes House Listed
McAllister-Beaver House Listed
South Ward School Listed
Thomas, William, Homestead Listed
Brockerhoff Hotel Listed
Bellefonte U.S. Post Office Eligible
Bellefonte Historic District Boundary Increase Eligible
Pennsylvania Match Factory Listed
Benner Township
Brockerhoff Mill Listed
Roopsburg Brewery Eligible
State Correctional Instit. Rockview Historic Dist. Eligible
Shuey Farmstead Eligible
Grove Farmstead Eligible
Shugart House Eligible
Boggs Township
Curtin Village Listed
Harmony Forge Mansion Listed
Fisher, William House Eligible
College Township
Lemont Historic District Listed
Oak Hall Historic District Listed
Thompson, General John, House Listed
Tudek Site Listed
Dale, Fdix, Stone House Listed
Shiloh Church Eligible
Hoy, P. Farmstead Eligible
State Correctional Instit. Rockview Historic Dist. Eligible
Houserville Site Listed
Shuey Farmstead Eligible
Gordon Farmstead Eligible
Old Houserville Historic District Eligible
Lee, J. Marvin, Tenant House Eligible
Starlight Drive-In Theater Eligible
Fer guson Township Ayers, Bucher, Farm Listed
Homan Estate Eligible
Gregg Township
Allison, William, House Listed
Fisher, Maj, Jared B., House Listed
Penns Cave and Hotel Listed
Haines Township
Aaronsburg Historic District Listed
Woodward Inn Listed
Meyers Mill House Eligible
Halfmoon Township
Elder, Abraham, Stone House Listed
Wilson, George, Homestead Listed
Way, Robert & Hannah, Farm Eligible
Hagg Property Eligible
McFeely Brick Company Eligible
Harris Township
Boal Mansion Listed
Boal sburg Historic District Listed
Hill House Listed
Jack, Michael, Estate Eligible
Lindon Hall Historic District Eligible
Fess Farm Eligible
Howard Borough
Howard Elementary School Eligible
Liberty Township
Bechdd, Christian, I, House Listed
Miles Township
Centre Mills Listed
Pickle, Simon, Stone House Listed
Rebershurg Historic District Listed
Spangler, J., Residence Eligible

Local Programs that impact historic

Heritage Tourism, Main Street and Elm Street
programs, and local historic district ordinances

Centre County Recreation & Greenway Plan

preservation:

Milesburg Borough
1ddings-Baldridge House Listed
Millheim Bor ough
Millheim Historic District Listed
Multi Municipal
Penns Valley & Brush Valley Historic District Eligible
Patton Township
Gray, John, House Listed
Thompson, W. Eligible
Sellers Bros Eligible
Philipsburg Borough
Rowland Theater Listed
Union Church & Burial Ground Listed
Philipsburg Commercial District Listed
Port Matilda Borough
Bald Eagle Presbyterian Church Eligible
McFeely Brick Company Eligible
Potter Township
Egg Hill Church Listed
Gregg, Andrew, Homestead Listed
Neff, Major John, Homestead Listed
Neff Round Barn Listed
Potter-Allison Farm Listed
Waggoner, Danidl, Log House & Barn Listed
Rhone, Leonard, House Listed
Rush Township
Philips, Hardman, House Listed
Black Moshannon State Park, Day Use District Listed
Black Moshannon State Park, Family Cabin District | Listed
Black Moshannon State Park, Maintenance District |Listed
Spring Township
L ogan Furnace Mansion Listed
Bellefonte Armory Listed
Yarnell Residence Eligible
Valentine, G., Farmstead Eligible
Baird Farmstead Eligible
L ogan Furnace /Ault Farmstead Eligible
Valenting, A.S., Farmstead Eligible
\Weaver-Jordan Farmstead Eligible
Axeman Village Eligible
Bellefonte Forge House Listed
Hoy, J., Farmstead Eligible
Curtin, R.C. & J., Property Eligible
V ehicle Maintenance Building Bellefonte Armory [ Eligible
State College Borough
Camelot Listed
Centre Furnace & Mansion House Listed
Farmer's High School Listed
Ag Hill Complex Listed
College Heights Historic District Listed
Holmes-Foster/Highlands Historic District Listed
Frear Laboratory;North Frear Laboratory Eligible
Buckhout Laboratory Eligible
Birch, Spruce, Pine Cottages Eligible
Eastview Terrace Housing Project Eligible
State Theater Eligible
[ Taylor Township
Hoover, S., Property Eligible
Unionville Borough
Fisher Farm Site Listed
Unionville (Fleming) Historic District Listed
Walker Township
Garbrick, W. Eligible
Beck Farm Eligible
Worth Township
McCutcheon Property Eligible
Cowher, J. Eligible
Spotts, J. Eligible
Boalsburg
Historic
District
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CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS

When Franklin Delano Roosevelt took officein
1932, heimmediately commenced a massive
revitalization of the nation's economy. In response to
the depression that hung over the nation in the early
1930s, President Roosevelt created many programs
designed to put Americans back to work.

Roosevelt was not interested in the dole. He was
determined, rather, to preserve the pride of
American workersin their own ability to earn a
living, so he concentrated on creating jobs.

In hisfirst 100 daysin office, President Roosevelt
approved several measures as part of his “New
Deal”, including the Emergency Conservation Work
Act (ECW), better known as the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC). With that action, he
brought together the nation's young men and the
land in an effort to save them both. Roosevelt
proposed to recruit thousands of unemployed young
men, enlist them in a peacetime army, and send them
to battle the erosion and destruction of the nation's
natural resources. More than any other New Deal
agency, the CCC is considered to be an extension of
Roosevelt's personal philos<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>