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Pennsylvania Recreational Trails (PRT) Program 

Fact Sheet 

 
The Pennsylvania Recreational Trails (PRT) Program is an assistance program of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation's Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). FHWA provides funds 
to states to develop and maintain recreational trails and trail-related facilities for motorized and 
non-motorized recreational trail uses.  The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
(DCNR) has been designated as the state agency responsible for administering this federal 
program in Pennsylvania.   
 
Annual distribution of PRT Program funds is based on the following requirements: 

 40% for diverse recreational trail use 

 30% for motorized recreation 

 30% for non-motorized recreation 
 
For additional information, please visit the FHWA Recreational Trails Program website at:  
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/.  
 
The 20-member Pennsylvania Trails Advisory Committee provides guidance to the Department 
regarding the administration of the PRT program. Committee members represent the following 
user groups:  All-Terrain Vehicle Riding, Bicycling, Cross Country Skiing, Four-Wheel Driving, 
Hiking, Horseback Riding, Mountain Biking, Off-Highway Motorcycling, Persons with Disabilities, 
Snowmobiling, Trail Advocates, Trail Builders, Trail Planners, Trail Trainers, Trail Walkers, and 
Water Trail Users. 
 
 
APPLICATION AND FUNDING CONDITIONS 

Projects funded through the PRT Program must implement the recommendations of the 
Pennsylvania Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (2014-2019) and the 
Pennsylvania Land and Water Trail Network Strategic Plan (2014-2019) to develop a statewide 
land and water trail network to facilitate recreation, transportation, and healthy lifestyles.  All 
trails and trail-related facilities developed, renovated, or maintained must serve a public purpose 
and be open to the general public. 

Eligible Applicants 

Federal and state agencies, local governments, appropriate/authorized organizations, and for-
profit enterprises are eligible to apply for funding. For the purposes of this program, 
appropriate/authorized organizations and for-profit enterprises must be established under 
Pennsylvania law or must be authorized to do business in Pennsylvania under applicable 
Pennsylvania law. 

Match 

Funding assistance is calculated based on the total eligible project cost.  The Department may 
fund up to 80 percent of the total eligible project cost.  The minimum match requirement is set at 
20 percent of the total eligible project cost.  Match can consist of eligible cash and/or non-cash 
value as approved by the Department.  Match may be used only once.  If it has been counted as 
match for another project, it may not be counted again regardless of the funding source. 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/
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Eligible Project Categories 

A. Maintenance and restoration of existing recreational trails; 

B. Development and rehabilitation of trailside and trailhead facilities and trail linkages for 
recreational trails; 

C. Purchase and lease of recreational trail construction and maintenance equipment; 

D. Construction of new recreational trails 

E. Assessment of trail conditions for accessibility and maintenance: 

F. Development and dissemination of publications and operation of educational programs 
to promote safety and environmental protection (not to exceed 5 percent of the 
apportionment made to the State for the fiscal year); and 

G. Payment of costs to the State incurred in administering the program (not to exceed 7 
percent of the apportionment made to the State for the fiscal year). 

 

Ineligible Project Categories 

A. Condemnation of any kind of interest in property; 

B. Construction of any recreational trail on National Forest System land for any motorized 
use unless: 

i. the land has been designated for uses other than wilderness by an approved 
forest land and resource management plan or has been released to uses other 
than wilderness by an Act of Congress; and 

ii. the construction is otherwise consistent with the management direction in the 
approved forest land and resource management plan; 

C. Construction of any recreational trail on Bureau of Land Management land for any 
motorized use unless the land 

i. has been designated for uses other than wilderness by an approved Bureau of 
Land Management resource management plan or has been released to uses 
other than wilderness by an Act of Congress; and 

ii. the construction is otherwise consistent with the management direction in the 
approved management plan; 

D. Upgrading, expanding, or otherwise facilitating motorized use or access to recreational 
trails predominantly used by non-motorized recreational trail users and on which, as of 
May 1, 1991, motorized use was prohibited or had not occurred. 

E. Trail feasibility studies or trail planning unless the plan is a relatively small portion of an 
overall trail project; 

F. Projects located on railroad rights-of-way on which the railroad tracks are in place 
(projects may be located within or along railroad rights-of-way if trail users will not 
traverse on or between railroad tracks); 

G. Improvements to roads and/or bridges intended to be generally accessible by low 
clearance passenger vehicles (regular passenger cars); 

H. Paths or sidewalks along or adjacent to public roads or streets, unless this path or 
sidewalk is needed to complete a missing link between other recreational trails; or 

I. Routine law enforcement. 
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OTHER REQUIREMENTS 

Projects on Federal Land 

If applicable, a signed statement by the Federal Agency owning the property that the 
construction of new trails crossing Federal lands is in compliance with all applicable laws, 
including the National Environmental Policy Act, the Forest and Rangeland Renewable 
Resources Planning Act and the Federal Land Policy and Management Act. 

If construction of any recreational trail on Bureau of Land Management or National Forest 
System lands for motorized uses is proposed, a signed statement certifying that the lands have 
been allocated for uses other than wilderness by the approved agency resources management 
plan or have been released to uses other than wilderness by an Act of Congress, and such 
construction is otherwise consistent with the management direction in such approved land and 
resources management plan. 

The Department will not release the fully executed Grant Agreement until the grantee provides a 
copy of the signed statement. 

 
Projects on Public or Private Lands 

Applicants whose project is located on public or private lands not owned by the applicant are 
required to enter into a separate agreement with the land owner(s) to undertake the project 
before any work may begin. Applicants whose project is located on private lands must also 
enter into an easement or other legally binding agreement that ensures public access to the 
recreational trail before any work on the project may begin.  

The Department will not release the fully executed Grant Agreement until the grantee provides a 
copy of this agreement. 

 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC) Review 

Under federal and state law, all projects are subject to review by the State Historic Preservation 
Officer to determine whether the project affects any historic or archaeological sites in the state. 
Projects selected for funding will be submitted to the PHMC for review.   

The Department will not release the fully executed Grant Agreement until the grantee addresses 
any potential impacts to historic and archaeological sites and the PHMC issues a clearance 
letter. 

 
Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Review 

PNDI is the Environmental Review function of the Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program. It 
includes an online tool that is set up to help identify impacts to threatened, endangered or rare 
plants, animals, natural communities, and geologic features throughout Pennsylvania. The four 
jurisdictional agencies of the Heritage Program review the project to determine if there will be 
any impacts to species or resources of concern. These agencies are the PA Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources (Bureau of Forestry), PA Game Commission, PA Fish & 
Boat Commission, and US Fish & Wildlife Services.  

The Department will not release the fully executed Grant Agreement until the grantee addresses 
any potential impacts to species or resources of concern and each jurisdictional agency issues 
a clearance letter, as appropriate. 


