
Every five years, states across the 
nation are required to produce 
a State Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan (SCORP) to remain 
eligible to receive federal Land and 
Water Conservation Funds (LWCF). 
The plan is designed to direct the  
use of LWCF funds that may come 
to the state. The required elements 
of the plan include a statewide 
assessment of outdoor recreation 
needs and supplies, as well as an 
action plan for future steps to 
help enhance outdoor recreation. 
Additional requirements include 
an update on the status of the state’s 
wetland resources (Appendix A),  
and extensive opportunity for  
public participation. 

The 2009-2013 plan for Penn-
sylvania, entitled Pennsylvania 

Executive Summary

Outdoors: The Keystone for Healthy 
Living, is divided into two sections. 
The first half presents the findings  
of four original research efforts 
conducted for the plan. The second 
half presents a series of recommen-
dations and action steps that were 
developed from the research findings 
and from extensive public and 
stakeholder input.

The planning effort for this docu-
ment began in 2007. The Pennsylva-
nia Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCNR), the state agency 
designated as the plan liaison, began 
to identify the research needed to 
understand the state of the state’s out-
door recreation needs over the next 
five years. DCNR contracted with 
researchers from The Pennsylvania 
State University to conduct the fol-
lowing in-depth survey efforts: 

1) Resident Survey that asked 
residents across the Common-
wealth how they recreate, what 
they would like to see changed, 
and — in a series of questions new 
for this plan — how they think 
about conservation in terms of 
personal commitments and 
resource needs; 

2) State Park Visitor Survey that 
included lengthy interviews at six 
geographically dispersed parks 
across the Commonwealth; 

3) Trail Gap Survey that asked major 
trail organizations in the state to 
identify critical gaps and areas of 
the state in need of trails, along 
with a survey of trail “experts” on 
key issues and priorities related to 
trail development; and 

4) Facilitated interviews with urban 
youth and members of the Baby 
Boomer generation on their 
perceived needs and priorities for 
outdoor recreation. 
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The required elements of the plan include a statewide assessment  

of outdoor recreation needs and supplies, as well as an action plan  

for future steps to help enhance outdoor recreation.

The plan’s second half presents  
28 programmatic and 5 funding 
recommendations action steps. These 
recommendations were crafted with 
the assistance of the plan’s Techni-
cal Advisory Committee and refined 
by public input, and are organized 
thematically under four goals:       

 Strengthen Connections Between 
Outdoor Recreation, Healthy 
Lifestyles and Economic Benefits 
in Communities;

 Reconnect People to the Outdoors 
and Develop a Stewardship Ethic 
Through Outdoor Recreation 
Opportunities and Experiences;

 Develop a Statewide Land and 
Water Trail Network to Facilitate 
Recreation, Transportation and 
Healthy Lifestyles;

 Enhance Outdoor Recreation 
Through Better State Agency 
Cooperation.

Finally, a series of appendices includ-
ed on a disk at the back of the plan 
provides more in-depth information 
on outdoor recreation in Pennsyl-
vania through complete research 
reports, the Governor’s Outdoor Task 
Force Report that helped frame this 

plan, a public input report, and a 
series of case studies and best prac-
tices showcasing ongoing efforts in 
the state that represent exciting and 
innovative approaches to enhancing 
outdoor recreation. 
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