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Purpose: This survey was designed to gather data on user characteristics, needs, trail 
maintenance strengths and weaknesses, and to determine the economic impact of the 
Schuylkill River Trail. 
 
Location:  The Schuylkill River Trail is a multi-use pathway that generally follows the 
course of the Schuylkill River from Pottsville to Philadelphia, PA. 
 
Study Design:  Beginning in May 2007, the Schuylkill River Heritage Area placed 
infrared counters at nine trailhead locations to measure movement and activity on the 
trail.  Data from these counters was collected over the course of an entire year.  Self-
selecting surveys were also placed at the 21 trailheads along the trail over a period of 
eight months.  In all, 1,223 surveys were included in this study. 
 
Key Findings: 

• 78% of respondents indicated they had purchased “hard goods” (bikes, bike 
accessories, footwear, etc.) in the past year in conjunction with their use of the 
trail (3). 

o The majority of these purchases were bikes, bike supplies and footwear 
that resulted in an average expenditure of $406.31 (3). 

• 50% of respondents indicated they had purchased “soft goods” (beverages, 
meals, snacks, etc.) for use on the trail (3). 

o The average amount spent on soft goods was $9.07 per person per trip. 
• Overnight accommodations did not significantly impact the economies of the 

trail’s surrounding communities (3). 
• Annual user spending on hard goods estimated $3,685,026 (23). 
• Annual user spending on soft goods estimated $3,628,000 (23). 


