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Purpose:  This study was designed to monitor trail user characteristics and determine the 
economic impact of the Pine Creek Rail Trail. 
 
 Location:  The Pine Creek Rail Trail is located in the north-central part of Pennsylvania, 
beginning at Ansonia and ends at Jersey Shore. 
 
Study Design:  Trail users could pick up self-selecting survey forms that were available at 
each of the trail’s primary trailheads and trailside businesses and mail them to the Rails-
to-Trails Conservancy. 
 
Key Findings: 

• 82% of trail users had purchased “hard goods” (bikes, bike accessories, clothing, 
etc.) (2-3). 

o Respondents spent, on average, $354 on hard goods for their trip to the 
Pine Creek Rail Trail. 

o It is estimated that there were millions in sales of hard goods.  Although, 
the sales may not have been in Pine Creek Valley, 86% of respondents 
were Pennsylvania residents so the trail does have a huge impact on the 
state’s economy. 

• 86% of trail users had purchased “soft goods” (water, snacks, meals, etc.) (3). 
o Respondents spent, on average, $30 per person on soft goods. 
o It is estimated that several million dollars accumulated in soft good 

purchases, especially since most people make more than one trip to the 
trail on an annual basis. 

• 57% of trail users stayed overnight (3). 
o Most frequent type of accommodation was either a vacation home or camp 

site. 
o 22.43% used local motels/hotels and spent an average of 3.34 nights at an 

average of $69 per night. 
• Soft good and overnight spending contributed between $3 and $5 million a year to 

the economy of Pine Creek Valley (28). 
• During the summer of 2006, infrared counters were placed along the trail.  During 

the course of the data collection period (May 26 to September 26) 53,303 hits 
were recorded by all of the counters combined (28). 

 
 
 


