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2006 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation 
Researched and prepared by the U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 
 
Purpose:  The survey collects information on the number of anglers, hunters, and wildlife 
watchers; how often they participate; and how much they spend on their activities in the United 
States.  
 
Location: This survey was conducted on a national scale and therefore encompasses the entire 
United States. 
 
Study Design: A phone survey consisting of two phases was conducted in order to prepare this 
report.  The first phase was a screening phase to determine who in each of the 85,000 households 
engaged or planned to engage in hunting, fishing, and/or wildlife watching. The second phase 
consisted of phone interviews of the respondents from the first phase who were anglers, hunters, 
and/or wildlife watchers. 
 
Key Findings: 

• The 2006 Survey found that 87.5 million U.S. residents 16 years old and older 
participated in wildlife-related recreation. During that year, 30.0 million people fished, 
12.5 million hunted, and 71.1 million participated in at least one type of wildlife-
watching activity such as observing, feeding, or photographing fish and other wildlife in 
the United States. 

 
Total Wildlife-Related Recreation 

Participants 87.5 million 
Expenditures $122.3 billion 
Sportspersons 
Total participants* 33.9 million 
Total days 737 million 
Total expenditures $76.6 billion 
Wildlife Watchers 
Total participants** 71.1 million 
Total expenditures $45.7 billion 
* 8.5 million both fished and hunted. 
** 19.7 million both watched wildlife around the home and away from home 

Values for the table above found on page 4 
Total Fishing  Total Hunting 

Anglers 30.0 million Hunters 12.5 million 
Days 516.8 million Days 220 million 
Trips 403.5 million Trips 185 million 
Expenditures $42.2 billion Expenditures $22.9 billion 

Values for the table above found on pages 8 and 22 
Total Wildlife-Watching 

Participants 71,132,000 
Days 352,070,000 
Expenditures $45,654,960,000 

Values for the table above found on page 52 


