Here is how to become a Firewise Community:

1. Prepare an Emergency Action Plan. If you have questions, call the County Emergency Management
Association (EMA). Local EMA telephone numbers are listed in A Model Prevention, Pre-suppression and
Preparedness Plan which can be obtained by contacting the Bureau of Forestry. When the plan is completed,
get all the necessary signatures.

2. Request a copy of the bulletin National Fire Protection Association 299. Standard for Protection of Life and
Property from Wildfire from the State Forest district office nearest you. The standard contains wildfire
protection information along with a hazard evaluation form.

3. Self-administer the hazard evaluation.

4. Call the State Forest district office representative nearest you and request that a Bureau of Forestry
representative visit your property in order to confirm your score. DCNR, Bureau of Forestry telephone
numbers can be obtained on the Pennsylvania State Forests page.

5. The DCNR-Bureau of Forestry will advise you of your medal status--Gold, Silver or Bronze. Once this has
been determined, a handsome plaque will be prepared for you to post in one of your public areas.

The following criteria were established for Firewise Medal Communities by the Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR), Bureau of Forestry in cooperation with the State Fire
Commissioner. The criteria reward those communities that have made efforts to plan for, and to prevent, a
wildfire emergency.

A Gold Medal Firewise Community has:

e A Wildfire Hazard Assessment score of less than 50.

e An Approved Emergency Action Plan (EAP) which is reviewed and updated annually in conjunction
with the County Emergency Management Association (EMA).

e A Safety Committee which regularly discusses fire and safety concerns. The committee has the
authority to recommend and implement remedies to areas which need improvement.

e Anannual community fire and safety educational training program of approximately 4-8 hours,
approved by EMA and/or fire officials.

e Seasonal wildland fire safety awareness programs, approved by EMA and/or fire officials.

A Silver Medal Firewise Community has:

e A Wildfire Hazard Assessment score between 49 and 68.



e An Approved Emergency Action Plan (EAP) which is reviewed and updated annually in conjunction
with the County EMA.

o A Safety Committee which regularly discusses fire and safety concerns. The committee has the
authority to recommend and implement remedies to areas which need improvement.

e An annual community fire and safety educational training program of approximately 1-2 hours,
approved by EMA and/or fire officials.

A Bronze Medal Firewise Community has:

e A Wildfire Hazard Assessment score between 69 and 80.

e An Approved Emergency Action Plan (EAP) which is reviewed and updated annually in conjunction
with the County EMA.

e A Safety Committee which regularly discusses fire and safety concerns. The committee has the
authority to recommend and implement remedies to areas which need improvement.

The Wildfire Hazard Assessment was developed by the National Fire Protection Association and is included in
Standard 299. Protection of Life and Property from Wildfire. The Emergency Action Plan was designed by the
Pennsylvania DCNR, Bureau of Forestry, in cooperation with the Pennsylvania Emergency Management
Agency and the Office of the State Fire Commissioner. The documents were designed to interrelate. They
provide property owners and fire professionals with a plan, and include effective mitigation practices.

Reading through this list can give you a preliminary picture of the types of fire hazards you may have on the
properties under your management. Each check you give yourself is a potential hazard.

____One road serves as both entrance and exit to the development.
____Road width is less than 20 feet.

____Roads are dirt or stone.

____Road grades are often more than 5 percent.

____Turnaround areas have an outside radius of less than 50 feet.
____Dead-end roads are longer than 200 feet.

___Average lot size is less than one acre.

____Streets are not marked with street signs.

____Development has large areas of dense, dry brush and/or dead wood.
____Much of the area is hilly, with slopes greater than 30 percent.
____Roofs on residences are wood shake/shingle.

The National Fire Protection Association has published a Hazard Assessment Form with associated
explanatory material within Standard 299. Protection of Life and Property from Wildfire. This form will help
you determine your actual Fire Hazard Rating, and is the form you must use to qualify as a Medal
Community. You can receive the form and accompanying materials by calling the District Forestry Office
nearest you.

The Pennsylvania Firewise Medal Community is a pilot project. We are interested in any comments you might
have that will help us to make it more useful to you. Please contact the Pennsylvania Bureau of
Forestry-Forest Fire Protection Division at ffp@state.pa.us or (717) 787-2925 with your suggestions.

The following Firewise list has been created by developers around the United States. Its goal is to prevent
property loss to wildfire. This can be accomplished by reducing fuels before a fire and maximizing the
opportunity for fire staff and their equipment to do their work in the event an emergency occurs.



¢ Familiarize the local fire department with the development's street system, water sources, access points
and contact person(s).

e Check all water sources regularly, making sure hydrants (wet and/or dry) function properly.

¢ Create an alternate escape route for residents to use in the event of emergency if the development has
only one entrance/exit.

* Keep roadways easily accessible to emergency equipment by allowing on-street parking only on sufficiently
wide stretches of road.

¢ Create a 'defensible space' around common-area buildings, removing flammable vegetation for a distance
of 30 feet from the structure.

e Thin and prune vegetation in common areas, removing dead trees, shrubs and plants as well as dense
undergrowth.

e When vegetation grows to within ten feet of utility lines, call the local power company to come out and
prune.



