Sample Community Garden Rules

The following rules are a guide designed to ensure that gardeners have a pleasant and productive season.  Please take a moment to review them.
There are multiple ways that community gardens can be operated; in some instances, examples are given of the various options.
1. The (organization’s name) is providing this garden space as a courtesy to the public and all gardeners use this space at their own risk.  The (organization’s name) assumes no responsibility or liability for use of this space, and is not responsible for vandalism or theft.
2. Garden plots are limited to one per each household; individual household must sign up individually.  Plots are not available for use by groups of people, clubs or organizations.

3. Garden plots are for personal and household use only; they are not for commercial use, in any fashion, where fees are charged for items grown or where material grown in the plots is given away.
4. Plots are rented on a first-come first-serve basis, on a yearly basis with no preference given to plot choice.  OR  Assignment of garden plots will be awarded by a lottery system.  OR  Preference for next year's plots may be given to this year's participants first.

5. Plot fees are due in full before the garden season begins.  Failure to pay the required fee by the deadline will result in the loss of preference for a particular plot or, potentially, the loss of the availability of any plot.
6. The garden area is open dawn until dusk, seven days a week.

7. Tools will be made available for use during the regularly scheduled work time each week.  A limited number of tools, hoses and watering equipment will be available in the community garden storage bin for use during non-scheduled work times.  Regularly scheduled work times will be posted on the garden bulletin board.  Each gardener will be given one key to the garden and the storage bin for access to tools and watering equipment.  Gardeners are responsible for bringing that key each time they work in the garden.  Keep garden gate and storage bin locked at all times and return all tools.  OR  Tools, supplies, and related gardening equipment left at a garden plot site are left at your own risk and must be left in a tidy manner and within your plot limits.  OR  Gardeners must bring all of their own supplies.
8. Children under 18 are welcome in the garden but must be accompanied by an adult and must be supervised at all times.
9. All plots must be actively used by (date).  Plots will be inspected by (date) and warning letters sent to a gardener whose plot is not in use.  Plots that appear to not be not in use by (date) may be declared abandoned and offered to the next person on the waiting list.  OR  Garden plots should be cared for at least once a week.  It is the gardener's responsibility to notify the coordinator if he or she is not able to care for their plot in any given week.  If any plot remains unattended for more than three weeks that plot is subject to reassignment.
10. Please dispose of weeds and plant materials in designated compost area.  Trash and litter must be placed in provided receptacles.
11. Plots will be inspected at least two other times during the year.  Plots that are excessively weedy or appear abandoned will receive warning letters.  If no action is taken within 2 weeks, the plot may be declared abandoned and offered to the next available person on the waiting list.
12. Gardeners who have abandoned a plot may not rent a new one until the following gardening season.
13. Gardeners are encouraged to use best cultural practices, and may only use insecticidal soap or other organic measures to control insects.  Using herbicides and black plastic mulch is prohibited.

14. Harvest only from your assigned plot.

15. Plot corners are clearly marked with stakes; these are not to be removed.
16. Individual fencing of plots is allowed but it must be made of chicken wire or other open mesh materials that allow light transmission.  Keep fences and structures under 6’ in height.  Fencing must go on the inside of the officially marked plot boundaries.
17. Do not plant very tall or sprawling plants where they will interfere with your neighbor’s garden.
18. Structures (such as fencing) may be left up over the winter if you intend to renew your garden lease.  The garden should be left neat for the winter.  Weeds and dead plants should be put in areas designated for compostable materials.  OR  Temporary and ornamental structures must be removed at the end of the growing season so the land can be tilled and prepared for the next growing season.

19. Please do not block garden paths with vehicles, equipment, or debris.

20. Please conserve the use of water.  Mulching with leaves, grass clippings, or hay to reduce water evaporation is encouraged.  

21. The bulletin board is a way for all of us to stay in touch.  Please use it for any garden-related purposes.

22. No burning of any kind.
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