The West Shore Recreation Commission is ready for summer
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Woo, hoo, it’s time to put away your itchy hats and woolly mittens, summer is almost here. No more soggy, half frozen socks. No more parkas, jackets and big heavy boots.
It's nearly time to roll out your polka dot bikinis, flip-flops and beach chairs.
Now, if this was my annual I-hate-summer column – no, I like fluffy kittens, rainbows and puppy dogs, I just don’t like summer – I would say something about my mother never letting me wear flip-flops because they were, supposedly, bad for my feet. 
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The West Shore Recreation Commission in December moved into new, free of charge office space at the West Shore School District's administration building. File photo. 
I’d mention that beach chairs are primarily used at the one place I dislike more than anywhere else in the world: the beach.
And I’d definitely point out that I am no more interested in grabbing my beach chair, throwing on my flip-flops and squashing myself into a bikini, so I can head out to the beach, than I am interested in eating worms. 
I would also mention how blasted hot, humid and downright miserable the weather is during the summer. I would probably point out that when I go out into the summer sun for an extended period of time I get itchy. Literally, summer gives me a rash.
But, this is not my annual I-hate-summer column, this is my maybe-summer-will-be-different column, and in my maybe-summer-will-be-different column I’m hopeful the thermometer won’t crack 85 degrees and the heat and humidity won’t turn me into a soggy, cranky, itchy mess.
And for my maybe-summer-will-be-different column I’ve turned to the kings-of-summer for a little help. Actually, I talked to the West Shore Recreation Commission, but we’re calling them the kings-of-summer this week.
The commission had a mixed time of it recently. Newberry Township withdrew from the commission, leaving Fairview and Lower Allen townships and Lemoyne, New Cumberland, Lewisberry and Goldsboro boroughs, but New Cumberland, which had considered withdrawing, voted in 2013 to stay another year. 
And the commission moved into its new, free of charge office space at the West Shore School District’s administration center, which is saving the organization around $30,000 or more a year.
As they are the kings-of-summer, the commission is offering all kinds of fun summer things to do this year, which will appear in its new program guide. The guide should hit mailboxes over the next couple of weeks.
Todd Miller, the commission’s senior program coordinator, said the loss of Newberry Township resulted in limited program changes, so the organization is up and running and ready to be part of your summer fun.
This year, the popular Lego Camp is back, the commission is offering one-on-one private swimming lessons, which is a new offering, golf lessons with an LPGA teaching professional, Tae Kwon Do and lots more.
Oh, and if Zumba just isn’t enough moving around for you, you could take Zumba Step instead.
Registration for summer programming begins on May 6 for residents in participating communities and on May 13 for non-residents .Keep an eye for the guide.
Summer could be great this year, but if it turns out to be hot, sticky and humid, you should keep an eye out for my I-hate-summer-column, too.
More information is available on the commission’s web site at www.wsrec.org.
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