[image: Pat Vance at Bike Expo Harrisburg.jpg]Bike Month brings the joy of bicycling to Harrisburg:

	[image: M. Diane McCormick | Special to PennLive]By M. Diane McCormick | Special to PennLiveThe Patriot-News
on April 23, 2014 at 9:00 AM 


Wait a sec. Did I just see someone bicycling past wearing a seersucker blazer and fancy hat? If it's May 18, I'm not hallucinating. May is National Bike Month, and Bike Harrisburg has amped up the crazy to show how much fun bicycling can be. State Sen. Pat Vance addresses the opening ceremonies for the 2012 Spoke 'n Gear Bicycle Expo, Harrisburg. (Submitted image)(



Bike Harrisburg is a coalition of bicycle-loving groups devoted to sharing their passion and making it safe for everyone. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As the wife of a bicyclist, I know all about the gear cluttering the dining room table and the Raleigh leaning on the wall, the spandex drying on the laundry line, the water bottles drying in the dish rack. I also know about broken shoulders and about heads saved from breakage by helmets. Those of us who keep our feet on the ground for fun and fitness don't have the safety worries that bedevil cyclists.
And yet, they pedal away. They travel in packs and are about as generous with their knowledge and zeal as any enthusiasts I know. Which explains Bike Month in Harrisburg, a celebration of all things Cannondale (and Trek, and Raleigh, and Bianchi. I could go on and on.)
"We just hope to get more people thinking about biking, whether it be to commute to work or just go shopping," Marilyn Chastek, Bike Harrisburg's unstoppable chair, told me. "Bikes are very utilitarian, and we want people to enjoy them and see that they're a transportation mode as well as a source of recreation."
I first encountered organized bicycling with the Sunday Sociable, the Harrisburg Bicycle Club's popular, leisurely Sunday morning ride from City Island. Did I mention that it's a morning ride? As in 7:15 a.m.? As in, that's the start time, so add another, oh, hour or so for getting dressed, loading your bike on your car, and getting there?
Yeah. That didn't last long. Still, the Sociable has introduced legions to the joys of riding, and so will all the events scheduled for Bike Month – Greenbelt rides, bike parades, a bicycling expo, and lots more. 
"I'll have to find something that'll be fancy, yet not get in my bike spokes." -- Marilyn Chastek, Bike Harrisburg
Chastek likes the May 18 Seersucker and Lace Benefit Bicycle Ride. The price of admission: A nonperishable food donation. It's the summer version of autumn tweed rides, where cyclists dress like country gentry and ride around on their 12-speed Raleighs or red Schwinns with handlebar baskets. 
"People will be dressed up, and it should be a lot of fun," said Chastek.
Has she picked her outfit? 
"No, not yet. I'll have to find something that'll be fancy, yet not get in my bike spokes."
Smart. May 16 will feature the Women Bike "Heels on Wheels" Ride. No, you don't need to wear heels, although I was astonished to learn that high-heeled bicycling shoes are now available. Gives new meaning to "bicycle pumps." 
"A lot of women feel intimidated by the guys," said Chastek. "They're not necessarily looking for the same level of cycling that men may be looking for. Some people are just looking to go from coffee shop to coffee shop. They're out to be social and just enjoy the time on the bike." 
Sounds like my kind of bicycling. Breezing around the neighborhood, trees blossoming overhead, flowers in bloom, a sudden patch of gravel sending me skittering into the gutter, knees skinning and shoulder blades cracking. Hmm. Better stick to walking. Or better yet, get a few safety tips from the Bike Harrisburg folks. They'll be happy to share.
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