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&;mmd was broken Thursday
. in Broad Top Town-
ship, Bedford County, for work
on another section of the 10.6-
mile H&BT Rail Trail. On hand
for the ceremony was staie
Demtment of Conservation and
Natm&l Resources (DCNR) sec-
retary Ellen Ferretti, who assist-

ed other state and local officials

in the gala celebration.

'mc latest part of the rail-trail
pmject which is being funded in
part by a DCNR $80,000 Com-
munity Conservation Partner-
ships Program grant, calls for
two miles of trail construction
from Broad Top Township’s
Cooper Recreation Area, a few
miles south of Hopewell, to the
old H&BT Railroad Trestle, near
Cypher Station. The township
owns the rights of way through
multiple municipalities, includ-
ing Broad Top, Hopewell and
West Providence townships and
Hopewell Borough, all in Bed-
ford County.

As a part of the second phase
of the trail work, the Broad Top
Township Supervisors, relying
on $307 000 in PennDOT Trans-
portation Enhancement funding,
will begin work on the decking
of the 350-foot-long railrcad
bridge this surmmer.

The bridge, which spans the
Raystown Branch of the Juniata
River, will provide access to the
remaining section of the old rail-
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County, were, from the left, Bedford County planning director Donald Schwartz,
Rails to Trails of Bedford Cohfﬁty Inc. president Jim Veach, Broad Top Township

secretary Dave Thomas, state
Eilen Ferretti, Broad Top Tow

Sen. John Eichelberger Jr., state DCNR Secretary
1ship supervisors Donald Hed

» Jr., Robert Figard

and Donald Black, State Rep. Jesse Topper, Southern Alleghemes Planning &
Development Corp director Steve Howsare and Bedford County Commissioner

Barry Dallara.

road right of way that concludes
in the Tatesviile area, near Ever-
ett. In an effort to contain costs,

the township is supplying proj- *

ect labor for the bridge work and
other aspects of the trail project.

Other work includes fencing,
ADA-accessible features, land-
scaping, signage and other relat-
ed site improvemenis, explained
Donald Hedge Jr., chairman of

the Broad Top Township Super-
visors. The 10.6-mile recre-

ational trail project is the first

for Bedford County, said Feret-
ti.

In her brief congratulatory
remarks, Feretti pointed out rail-
trail development projects are
good for the state in termus of
eccnomic development and
preservation of both the envi-

ronment and the state’s colorful
history and heritage.
“Pennsylvania has more open
rail trails than any other state in
the nation and is among the top
staies in rail-irail mileage,” Fer-
ettj told the audience. “And why
is that? Because support of these
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