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Bushkill Township is being recognized for implementing plans and practices to protect natural areas and water resources.
 
The township last week received the 2014 Joseph Ibberson Government Prize from the state’s Parks and Forests Foundation. The award is given to a person or department at any level of government to recognize work in the stewardship of Pennsylvania’s state park and state forest systems. The award is chosen at the discretion of the foundation. 

The township last Tuesday was honored at the foundation's annual awards banquet at the West Shore Country Club in Camp Hill, Pa. This year’s award was sponsored by Chesapeake Energy Corp.
 
“We work very hard with our open space program and were glad to see the state recognized that,” Brien Kocher, chairman of the township’s board of supervisors, said this afternoon.
 
Within the past five years, Kocher said the township has worked to preserve the majority of the watershed between the Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center and the Blue Mountain area.
 
The township also was recognized for its cooperative work with the surrounding 1,100 acres of Department of Conservation and Natural Resources state-owned land. 

The foundation credited the township for maintaining its agricultural community despite having residential growth pressures. In the past 20 years, the township’s population has increased more than 40 percent and it lost in excess of 4,000 acres of agricultural and vacant land from 1972 to 2002.
 
“For more than 15 years, Bushkill Township has collaborated with Jacobsburg EEC, supporting the center’s priorities and initiatives while providing outstanding contributions to protecting and enhancing the park,” Marci Mowery, president of the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation, said in a statement. “We applaud Bushkill Township for embracing their local public lands and making them a focus of their planning efforts.” 

Other noteworthy accomplishments by the township include: 

• Forming an Environmental Advisory Council in 2002 and presenting a series of community outreach programs designed to address land-use planning efforts. In 2005, the township became one of the first municipalities in the state to include the protection of woodlands along its stream corridors in an official map.

• Preserving more than 900 acres through the township’s open space program through a 2005 referendum and protecting wooded landscapes north of Jacobsburg and Sober’s Run, a Class A wild trout stream. 

• Helping to develop plans for a network of conservation and recreation greenways throughout the Two Rivers Area with Jacobsburg EEC as a major hub in the system
• Developing a plan for a 15-mile trail from Blue Mountain through Jacobsburg to Easton. In spring 2013, the township opened a three-mile trail from Jacobsburg to Route 512 and studies are underway to make a final two-mile connection to Blue Mountain and the Appalachian Trail.

