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Part 2: Monitoring Values
›› Recreation

I. Key Points:
 

Three designated state forest hiking trails have been impacted.

impacted in the core gas forest districts. It was closed to vehicle access.

miles across the state forest system. This is the result of a 203-mile decrease in joint-use trails 
and a 348-mile increase in designated snowmobile trails.

snowmobile trails have been created to replace impacted snowmobile trails. 

forest roads. Upgraded roads may be safer and easier to drive but may have lost some of their 
“wild character” value.

development. Some roads may be closed or restricted, while newly constructed roads will offer 
new opportunities for access.

measured by the Recreation Opportunity Spectrum is a 9,341-acre increase in semi-developed 
and developed acreage; a 913-acre decrease in semi-primitive acreage; a 8,409-acre decrease 
in semi-primitive non-motorized acreage; and a 19-acre decrease in primitive acreage. 

state forest lands were louder than the 55db(A) suggested by the updated Guidelines for 
Administering Oil and Gas Activity on State Forest Lands. 

 
gas forest districts indicated that Marcellus  
activity had changed their visitation experience.  
41 out of 116 respondents indicated that  
Marcellus activity had changed their 
recreational use of the state forest. 
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II. Introduction
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III. Monitoring Efforts/Results
Designated State Forest Hiking Trails
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Guidelines for 

Lands

Local Forest District Hiking Trails  

National Hiking Trails 

Vistas

State Forest Picnic Areas 

Recreation Agreements (LOAs, CAAs, and SAAs)
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ATV Trails  

Snowmobile Trails 
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located in areas that already had old-woods roads or 

2006-2007 Snowmobile Trails

2007-2008 Snowmobile Trails

2008-2009 Snowmobile Trails

2009-2010 Snowmobile Trails
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2010-2011 Snowmobile Trails

2011-2012 Snowmobile Trails

Figure 11.1
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28 roads for 116.8 miles

45 roads for 138 miles

2012-2013 Snowmobile Trails

29 roads for 132 miles

44 roads for 150.6 miles

New Snowmobile Trails:

Moshannon State Forest:
trails created
Sproul State Forest:
new pipeline
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Tiadaghton State Forest: 
onto a new pipeline 
Elk State Forest: 
Susquehannock State Forest:
placed on a new pipeline
Tioga State Forest:
new pipelines
Loyalsock State Forest:

Scenic Driving

Hunting and Fishing 

Hunting and Fishing Seasons

opening day
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Heavy hauling and seismic activity may be restricted 
during the following dates at the discretion of the 
district forester:

Leased Campsites
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Recreation Opportunity Spectrum 

Primitive
–

–

Semi-Primitive Non-Motorized
–

–

Semi-Primitive
–

–

Semi-Developed and Developed
–

–

Figure 11.2



164 Shale-Gas Monitoring Report – Part 2: Monitoring Values, Recreation

Guidelines 

Lands

District Primitive
Semi-Primitive 
Non-Motorized Semi-Primitive

Semi-Developed 
& Developed

Moshannon 0 -1,164 356 808

Sproul 0 -770 51 719

Tiadaghton 0 -3,259 -72 3,332

Elk 0 0 0 0

Susquehannock -19 -9 -18 46

Tioga 0 -3,207 -391 3,597

Loyalsock 0 0 -838 838

Total -19 -8,409 -913 9,341

Table 11.1  Net ROS Acreage Change (Pre-Shale-Gas vs. 2012).



165Shale-Gas Monitoring Report – Part 2: Monitoring Values, Recreation

Figure 11.3

Aesthetics – Viewshed
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Figure 11.5  

Figure 11.4  Change in ROS zones.
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Feature Size Viewshed Impacted

Road 724 feet PA-153

Road 963 feet Interstate 80

Pipeline 2,960 feet Little Pine Road

Table 11.2  Gas infrastructure in scenic viewsheds.
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Noise

on State Forest Lands

When no suitable alternatives exist and a compressor 

noise level of the compressor station should not exceed 

The SLMs were deployed when weather conditions  

District
Leased 
Tract

Leq  
db(A) Date

Tiadaghton 289 55.61 2/13/2013

Tiadaghton 685 59.15 2/14/2013

Tioga 587 61.85 2/20/2013

Tioga 595 60.47 2/26/2013

Tioga 839 60.2 3/5/2013

Sproul 285 69.63 3/7/2013

Table 11.3  Sound meter data – operating 
compressor stations.
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Comment Cards

Figure 11.6  
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Summary of Marcellus Comments;  
July to October 2012 

Has Marcellus activity changed your recreational use 
of this state forest?

Not Yet (17) [No] 

Emphatic no (8) [No]

Not applicable (7) [No]

Don’t know (2) [No]

Avoidance (11) [Yes]

 There 

Some (9) [Yes]

General Opposition (5) [Yes]

Access (4) [Yes]

Other Environmental Impact (8) [Yes] There were 

Has Marcellus activity changed your visitation 
experience of this state forest?
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Not Yet (11) [No]

Not applicable (5) [No]

Emphatic no (2) [No] 

 There 

Unpleasant experience (8) [Yes] 

General Opposition (4) [Yes] 

Avoidance (3) [Yes] 

Wildlife (3) [Yes]

Some (3) [Yes] 

Litter (2) [Yes]

Noise (2) [Yes] 

Other Environmental Impact (4) [Yes] There  

Availability of goods (1) [yes]

Figure 11.7  Shale-gas comment card responses.
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IV. Discussion / Conclusion
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Activity on State Forest Lands


