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The Anthracite Outdoor Adventure Area is now open for business.  Sixteen years in the making, this off-road facility in Northumberland County has taken abandoned coal land that stretches across five townships and created an area for off-road motoring enthusiasts to participate in their favorite recreational activity.
According to Vanyla Tierney, a state recreation planner for DCNR, “the state’s investment in the Anthracite Outdoor Adventure Area (AOAA) is the largest development project of its kind.  There are more than 300,000 people with vehicles registered for off-road use, one of the indicators that projects like the AOAA are worthy of government support.  Money from those registrations is part of what goes to facilities such as the AOAA to fund development.” 
DCNR has invested over $3.6 million into the facility and Northumberland County has recently been awarded a circuit rider grant to hire an operations manager.
DCNR has been awarded a silver designation as a Bicycle Friendly Business.  Always striving to advance conservation practices, DCNR joins a growing list of trendsetting businesses and government agencies that are transforming the American workplace.   “Visionary business leaders are recognizing the real-time and long-term impact that a culture of bicycling can create,” said Andy Clarke, P-president of the League of American Bicyclists.  By investing in bicycling DCNR has shown a commitment to support employee commuter cyclists at the Rachel Carson State Office Building in Harrisburg.  Bicycling is a terrific way to boost morale, increase energy efficiency, decrease negative impacts on the environment, and encourage healthy living.
“Bike lanes and paths are turning up at the top of the list as facilities citizens want more of in recent surveys being conducted for an update to our statewide outdoor recreation plan,” DCNR Secretary Ellen Ferretti said. “Our grants help communities with dollars and technical assistance for improving trails for recreation and transportation purposes and to provide a path for healthy outdoor activity, but it’s also important for the department to set a good example by making our own practices bicycle-friendly.”
As part of National Bicycle Month and National Bike to Work Day, DCNR was a co-sponsor of the second annual “Spoke ‘n Gears” Bicycle Expo on May 16.  This day-long event was held in the atrium of Keystone State Office Building in Harrisburg and included trainings and information on bicycle safety, over 28 vendors, and demonstrations by the Capitol Police Bike Squad on the Museum Plaza. 
Pennsylvania Trails are in the spotlight for National Trails Day on June 7.  DCNR Secretary Ellen Ferretti is inviting all Pennsylvanians to discover, celebrate and learn about trails throughout the state on National Trails Day, June 7, 2014.  “From Philadelphia to Erie and all points in-between, Pennsylvania has thousands of miles of trails available to connect citizens with the wonders of the outdoors,” said Ferretti
Pennsylvania has a website to help people search, view, map, and share information about trails at www.ExplorePAtrails.com.  Listed on the site’s calendar are events and activities that will recognize National Trails Day.  More than 10,900 miles of Pennsylvania trails have been mapped and made available on the website.
The newly expanded Get Outdoors PA program wants to help you find your path to fun with outdoor recreation. Go to GetOutdoorsPA.org to find dozens of local events to explore the outdoors and your interests, from learning to fish, to family camping, to nighttime paddles.  Check out the events already scheduled on the website.
 
 
Check out our facebook page, and while you are there please “like” and “friend” us!   
 
To check out other Bureau of Recreation and Conservation Updates click here.
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