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	BRC Update
   
   
Pennsylvania recently received $1.3 million from the Land and Water Conservation Fund to improve local parks.  Established in 1965 to invest in our nation’s land, water and wildlife heritage, the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) has supported local parks and historic sites; conserved forests, rivers, lakes and wildlife habitat; and provided access to recreation, hunting, and fishing across Pennsylvania for current and future generations.  
The fund’s primary source of income is fees paid by oil and gas companies drilling offshore in waters owned by the American people and is administered by the National Park Service.  Since 1965 Pennsylvania has received almost $165 million from the LWCF which has supported more than 1,500 local parks.  
Recent projects in Pennsylvania supported by LWCF are:
Altoona City, Blair County:   A $318,500 grant is leveraging 2.5 times that amount for the development of the Juniata Memorial Park, including the construction of a spray park and shade structures, and play equipment with required safety surfacing; and
York City, York County:   A $300,000 grant to develop Penn Park to include playground equipment; a splash pad; rain garden; and pedestrian walkways. 
People love their local trails and often will go out of their way to support and promote their little piece of nirvana.  Click here to listen to Meet Me on the Rail Trail, a song composed and recorded by KJ Reimensnyder-Wagner about the Buffalo Valley Rail Trail, Union County.  This 9.2-mile trail follows a railroad right-of-way between Lewisburg and Mifflinburg.  It was created as a collaborative effort of Union County, the Buffalo Valley Recreation Authority, DCNR and other partners. 
Join us for a fun bicycle ride and picnic with friends of Tracy Stack on Saturday July 26, 2014.  Tracy was a regional adviser for the DCNR Southwest Regional office and a strong advocate for communities, recreation and trails.  Not one to give up, she always found ways to solve problems and create successful projects.  
To honor her legacy Friends of Tracy Stack are holding a fun ride and picnic on the Great Allegheny Passage beginning at Cedar Creek Park, shelter 18, 3-miles south of West Newton, Westmoreland County.  The cost for this event is a pot-luck dish and $20 (under 12 free) which will cover some basic picnic expenses and help build the Friends of Tracy Stack fund which will support rail trail projects that Tracy was involved with.
Music will be provided by Tracy’s friend and colleague, Mike Piaskowski.  Click here for more details and send RSVPs to amy@cycleforward.org. 
 
 
Check out our facebook page, and while you are there please “like” and “friend” us!   
 
To check out other Bureau of Recreation and Conservation Updates click here.
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