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Keller has lived in Pottstown since 2009 and has worked on various projects in the borough, specifically for Riverfront Park including the parking lot, trail connections and lighting. 
“That was kind of my first exposure to Pottstown,” he said. 
“The nice thing about Pottstown is you can walk everywhere,” he said. Keller walks every day to his office at the Schuylkill River Greenway Association building and does several other outdoor activities including hiking, camping and canoeing. 
He said not only is Pottstown walking accessible but it has both rural and urban surroundings nearby.
“Pottstown’s a more urban setting since you have all these great things you can walk to, but you can also drive a mile or two outside town and you’re in a very rural setting where you have rugged hiking trails,” Keller said. 
He said he wants to unite the region by bringing people outside of Pottstown to the borough and vice versa. Pottstown has many “hidden gems,” he said.
Keller, who began his new position last month, is the coordinator of six of the eight municipalities that make up the Pottstown Metropolitan Regional Planning Committee. The six areas are Lower Pottsgrove, Upper Pottsgrove, West Pottsgrove, Douglass, North Coventry and the Pottstown Borough. New Hanover and East Coventry opted out of participating. 
“Essentially I’m doing the same thing a private consultant could do for much less money,” he said, adding that his position includes obtaining grants and planning recreational projects for the region. 
Keller’s position is funded through a five-year circuit rider grant that is matched by the six municipalities and the Pottstown Area Health and Wellness Foundation. He reports to a recreation subcommittee of the Pottstown Metropolitan Regional Planning Committee that consists of representatives of the six municipalities he coordinates and a representative from the foundation. 
Keller also said part of the push behind his position was to assist area townships that don’t have someone on staff with his experience and background.
“They will now have someone that will really advocate for their parks, trails and recreational resources,” he said. 
Keller has a decade in recreation experience. He is originally from Lancaster County and graduated from Temple University in 2004 with a bachelor’s degree in landscape architecture. 
Before taking the coordinator position, Keller worked for Simone Collins Landscape Architecture in Norristown. In the last 10 years of his career, he’s focused on the public sector of landscaping while working on park, trail and greenway projects. 
Since becoming the regional recreation coordinator, Keller has started touring the different facilities and parks of each municipality. 
“Right now, I’m kind of in the inventory and analysis phase to see what’s there and what the needs are,” he said. 
Keller said some municipalities are focused on building more recreational fields while other areas are focused on acquiring open space for trail connections.
Keller said he would like to help each area by identifying where there is an excess supply of something and then see if there is need of that supply in another area. He said he wants the region’s recreational facilities to be used to capacity which means communication throughout the Pottstown area. 
Keller said he thinks a centralized website that connects all six municipalities may help with communication. He envisions a regional map that shows all the trail connections and recreational facilities. Users could click on different areas of the map to learn more information including availably of facilities as well as different events happening in the area. 
Although Keller said he’s currently in an analysis stage, he said there will be future planning involving the region’s trail system. He said in a couple of years the Schuylkill River Trail project from Philadelphia to Pottstown will be complete and the municipalities can start planning how to tie their trail segments to the main trail. 
“Right now, the grant funding agencies are really emphasizing links to the main stem trails,” Keller said. “And they are really getting behind funding to those types of projects.” 
He said the Pottstown pedestrian bike plan is an example of such funding. Keller said Pottstown received $1 million to fund the bike plan, making it the highest funded project in the Philadelphia region. He said this funding was available because it includes connections to the main trail, connections to schools and engages kids in healthy lifestyles. 
Keller has worked with Lower Pottsgrove in his previous position and developed three park master plans for the township. Keller has also worked with Lower Pottsgrove and Limerick during developmental planning of the Sanatoga interchange of U.S. Route 422. 
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