
C2P2 Grants Cycle 2015-2016 
 
 

 National Land and Water Conservation Fund Outdoor Recreation Legacy 
Partnership Program 

The National Land and Water Conservation Fund Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program is a 
new competitive program administered nationally by the U.S. Department of Interior’s National Park 
Service. (NPS) It is expected that approximately $3 million dollars will be made available in FY 2015. 
The maximum amount of competitive funds that may be requested per proposal is $500,000. There is 
also a minimum level of $250,000.  The full funding opportunity and program details will be made 
available in FY 2015.  The program will follow the program requirements of the Land and Water 
Conversation Fund also administered by NPS.  

 It is expected that the program will target projects that would acquire and/or develop public land for 
outdoor recreation purposes located within or serving jurisdictions delineated by the Census Bureau 
from the 2010 Census as having populations of 50,000 or more people and consisting of densely 
settled territory.  A list of the areas was published in the Federal Register on March 27, 2012 (77 Fed. 
Reg. 18652-18669). Grants require a minimum of 1:1 match from state, local, or private sources. 
Application proposals will need to be coordinated and submitted though the lead agency at the state 
level. For Pennsylvania it is the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.  These 
applications will be submitted thorough our Community Conservation Partnerships Program. 

 Last year’s applications were reviewed on the following criteria. We expect similar criteria for 2015.  

1. The extent to which the project will improve physical access and recreational services and 
address a neighborhood/community recreational deficiency. 

2.  The extent to which the project will improve recreation service to economically-
disadvantaged neighborhoods/communities. 

3.  The extent to which the target community participated in project development and the 
extent of support of government agencies and elected officials. 

4.  The extent to which the project will advance an innovative solution and/or transform a non-
park/recreation land use. 

5. The extent to which the project will advance or deliver complementary and/or intrinsic 
benefits over and above the provision of new or enhanced park or outdoor recreation space. 

6. The extent to which the project will leverage financial or in-kind support from sources in the 
public, private, and/or non-profit sectors and addresses the match requirement of the LWCF 
Act. 

7. The impact of the federal investment per capita. 
8. The viability and reasonableness of the project budget as it relates to the scope of work. 
9. The strength of the project’s alignment with the State’s SCORP and specific priorities of any 

community/regional/state revitalization or economic development plans. 
10. The readiness of the project. 
11.  The capacity of the applicant and partners in the project. 


