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Weiser State Forest 

2015 MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 
The mission of DCNR Bureau of Forestry is to conserve the long-term health, viability and productivity of 
the Commonwealth’s forest and to conserve native wild plants.  One of the ways the bureau carries out 
this mission is through the State Forest Resource Management Plan (SFRMP), a document that guides 
the management of the 2.2 million-acre state forest system.  The SFRMP is updated approximately every 
5 years and includes an extensive public engagement process.  The SFRMP is implemented at the local 
level by forest district-specific plans that aim to balance the many uses and values of the forest through 
ecosystem management.  

The Bureau of Forestry is committed to considering the views and perspectives of the public and various 
stakeholders.  Penn’s Woods: Sustaining Our Forests   defines the strategic vision of the Bureau of 
Forestry, and states, “Public participation will be an integral part of the management of state forest 
lands.”   Public notification and input is solicited in many ways, including public meetings, newsletters, 
social media, advisory committees and participation in outreach events.  The purpose of this 
Management Activities document is to communicate upcoming forest management activities, projects 
and events being conducted to implement the SFRMP on Weiser State Forest. This document will be 
populated in January to include projects planned for the upcoming year and then revised again in July to 
reflect any changes for the remaining 6 months of the year.  

Districts strive to accommodate local-level interests in planning management activities and making 
decisions when it is possible to do so.  Comments or questions regarding planned or proposed activities 
are most appropriately directed to the local state forest district initially.  Should questions remain 
following local consultation, please provide them to PAForester@pa.gov.   The Forest Resource Planning 
and Information Division will coordinate with the State Forester’s Office to review the situation and 
provide feedback. 

For questions, comments or more information about this plan, please contact: 

Timothy S. Ladner, Weiser District Forester 
Weiser State Forest 

P.O. Box 315 
16 Weiser Lane 

Aristes, PA 17920 
570-875-6450 

ra-fd18@pa.gov 
 

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/stateforestmanagement/sfrmp/index.htm
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_20026631.pdf
mailto:PAForester@pa.gov
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RECREATION   

• Roaring Creek Tract Comfort Stations – Spring 2015.  This project involves the installation of 
two comfort stations located in the parking area near RT 42 and the other one located four 
miles west on the Roaring Creek Trail in the area of the McWilliams Picnic Area.   

• Jefferson Tract - West Deerview Road Access- This project involves the development of an 
access road across an intermittent stream.  This project started in fall of 2014 and will be 
completed in 2015.  Once this access project is completed the district will develop a parking 
area and shared use trail system.  
Susquehanna River Islands identification and inventory.  This project is planned to identify 
all those Susquehanna River islands as publically- or privately owned, inventory each (GPS, 
tag and determine size and if a campsite is viable), and deal with any structures or debris 
that exist on each island.   

2015 Organized events 
 
June :   Adventure Race 
 
July:       Competitive Horse Trail Ride 
 
August: 

50 Rattling Mile MTB Race 
Hellbender 5k\Half Marathon 
“Buckwild” at Roaring Creek Tract 

 
September 2014-May 2015: (school year at Bucknell) Special Activities Agreement for use of 
Roaring Creek Tract as outdoor classroom.  
 
 
 

TIMBER MANAGEMENT 

• Timber management will include stands identified in the landscape exam process as high 
priority for treatment due to high levels of natural regeneration, stand health issues, and 
prior (ongoing) regeneration projects.  

• Previously marked and sold timber sales may have active, ongoing harvesting for 2015.  
Those four sales include: 

o Natalie Sale 149 total acres, (123 acres shelter-wood, 22 acres selection and 4 acres 
road) – Roaring Creek Tract. 

o Ruffed Grouse Sale 13 total acres, (13 acres over story removal) – Roaring Creek 
Tract. 
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o Lame Duck Sale 175 total acres, (121 acres over story removal, 53 acres shelter-
wood and 3 acres road) – Second Mountain Tract. 

o East Line Mountain sale 195 acres, (110 acres over story removal, 80 acres of 
improvement treatment and 5 acres in roads).  Taylorsville Tract. 

• Development and planning for a timber sale at the Haldeman tract near Wolf Pond Rd and 
Deep Hollow Trail is underway.  An overstory removal treatment is anticipated to be 
conducted to regenerate this oak stand.  

• Planning for a timber sale on the Jefferson tract after the completion of the access road on 
West Deerview Road to create a parking area and subsequent trail system layout.   

• An overstory removal is planned for the Taylorsville Tract off of Helfenstein Road.  This 
stand’s regeneration was encouraged with the implementation of a shelterwood treatment 
in 2009.  Regeneration is now abundant.  Following stand analysis justifying prescription and 
write up, the area will be marked winter\spring and offered for bid in fall 2015. 

• There will be several regeneration projects going on in the district: Two crop tree releases 
totaling 137 acres will be conducted at the Port Clinton and Roaring Creek Tracts. A 25 acre 
deer fence will be constructed at Roaring Creek tract once the Ruffed Grouse Sale is 
completed.  

 

RESTORATION AND HABITAT PROJECTS 

• Plan drafting for Penn Forest Tract early succession Golden Winged Warbler habitat project.   
• Plan drafting for the Greenland Tact early succession habitat restoration inter-agency 

project. 
 

ROAD AND BRIDGE PROJECTS 

• Haldeman Tract – resurface 3.2 miles of Lykens Road utilizing Driving Surface Aggregate 
(DSA) summer/fall 2015. 

• Second Mountain Tract – resurface 0.9 miles of South Ridge Road using 2A aggregate, 
spring/summer 2015 

 

PRESCRIBED FIRE 

• Weiser Forest District is not planning any prescribed fire for 2015. 
 

INSECT, DISEASE, AND INVASIVE PLANT TREATMENT 

• Insect and disease monitoring and reporting will continue in 2015 and will focus on the 
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priority list provided by the Division of Forest Pest Management (FPM).  Report forms will be 
forwarded to FPM Area Specialist from the District Insect and Disease (I&D) coordinator to 
ground truth and possible control efforts for reported insect and disease problems.  Aerial 
survey flight(s) will be conducted in late June/early July to detect possible problem areas as 
well.   

• Ash management will begin with identification and treatment of ash trees in Roaring Creek 
tract and Jakey Hollow Natural Area.  Ash at the treatment area will be inventoried and 
injected with chemical insecticides to control the Emerald Ash Borer, which has killed ash 
trees across much of the state and has been detecting in the district.  The treatment of 
these trees will take place following the approval of a state forest environmental review, 
with a target of May and early June 2015. 

• Hemlock Wooly Adelgid Treatment will continue biannually, off-setting work completed at 
RMC, Roaring Creek SR. 42 parking area, Roaring Creek 54 Parking area, and Penn Forest Fire 
Headquarters. 

 

NATURAL GAS AND OIL DEVELOPMENT 

• Presently there are no natural gas and or oil development activities taking place within the 
Weiser State Forest.  There are no pipeline activities currently taking place either. 

 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 

• State Forest Environmental Review (SFER) will be conducted during the winter of 2015 to 
precede a clean rock trade for waste coal shale or culm.  Culm will be removed from the 
southwest corner of the Roaring Creek Track eventually regarding the slope to as near its 
original slope as possible.  Weiser Forest district will be receiving clean rock that will be 
placed into a large strip mined pit.  The pit has been identified as not having any deep shaft 
mine “portals.”  

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

• October 2015 we anticipate providing the public with the opportunity to drive through our 
Roaring Creek tract.  During this “open house” we take comments, questions and concerns 
from the public and respond to them.  35 comments registered for day. 

 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS FROM PREVIOUS YEAR 
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• 2014 Weiser Forest District began logging complaints into a “complaint log.”  The complaint 
log is meant to track complaints and how we address them.  They are logged numerically by: 
time (24 hour clock) day month year; HHHHDDMMYYYY.  Each complaint has all pertinent 
email or letter chain scanned in and identified by saving using numeric system above.  
Additionally there is an index in an excel document listing complaint number, person’s 
name, address, phone, email complain and who took it.  Weiser Forest District’s complaint 
log is located on our server. 

 

RESEARCH 

• Anticipate that USDA OTIS will again request to trap for emerald ash borer at our Roaring 
Creek Tract in 2015 

• Anticipate Mansfield University will again request to electro-fish the three reservoirs in the 
Roaring Creek Tract in 2015. 
 

 

 

 


