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Happy Holidays from the Bureau of Recreation and Conservation.  
We hope that you’ll be able to enjoy some holiday fun outdoors over the holiday break.  Thanks to over 100 Get Outdoors PA community and state park partners, there are a variety of events available on our calendar to help motivate you to take full advantage of all the beauty and fun that winter brings to your outdoor activities. Be sure to search in your region of the state for new opportunities. Start 2015 with a First Day Hike or if there is snow, step into snowshoes.  Click here to see the variety of event and activities to participate in Pennsylvania - Get Outdoors PA!
Coming Soon: Mini-Grant Program for Get Outdoors PA Community Partners
In early 2015, the Get Outdoors PA Mini-Grant program will be launched for Get Outdoors PA Community Partners. Reimbursement grants of $1,500-$3,000 will help fund equipment and training related to outdoor programming.  A 50% cash match is required.  Applicants must be Get Outdoors PA Community Partners approved in 2014 or earlier and be a local government entity or 501c3 non-profit. The grant round will be open from February 1, 2015 to March, 31, 2015. The program is supported by the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. Start thinking about how your programs could benefit and if you're not currently a Community Partner, apply online today. 
DCNR Employment
[bookmark: _GoBack]Position vacancies are currently open in the Bureau of Recreation and Conservation due to upcoming retirements.  To be eligible for an interview, interested professionals must be a Pennsylvania resident and take the Civil Service test for Environmental Planner 1 and 2 as quickly as possible. Go to www.scsc.state.pa.us and follow the prompts to create an account and submit an application. With this series the application itself is the test and your final score and ranking will be determined by the information given by the applicant. It is very important to answer the questions fully to improve your score on the exam.  To view the Test Announcement click here. Be sure to also read and complete the Application Supplement No. 2011-125-1, which can be accessed from the Test Announcement. For more information, email Kelly Rossiter at krossiter@pa.gov.
The Government Conservation Leadership Award
The Pennsylvania Land Trust Association is now soliciting nominations to honor Pennsylvania municipalities and counties that have demonstrated leadership and success in the conservation of our special places and landscapes. Submit your nomination by February 7, 2015. Nomination forms are attached and can also be downloaded at http://conserveland.org/articles/36. 
2015 WINTER GRANT PROGRAM WEBINARS FOR THE COMMUNITY CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIPS GRANT PROGRAM
DCNR is offering two separate free webinars early next year for anyone interested in applying for DCNR Grant Funding in 2015.  The application period will open January 14, 2015 and close April 16, 2015.  
To register for the webinars described below click here.  For additional information, contact Linda Manning at linmanning@pa.gov or call (717) 783-4736.
DCNR’s BRC Grant Funding for Recreation and Conservation Projects: 
January 28, 2015, 10-11:30 a.m.
This webinar is designed for new applicants interested in obtaining grant funding for public recreation and conservation projects. Participants will receive an overview of our grant program, our new on-line application process, eligible types of projects and applicants, matching fund requirements, and strategies on how to create a “ready-to-go” competitive grant application.   This webinar will also provide participants with the opportunity to ask questions to BRC staff. 
Grant Funding for Partnership Projects:  February 3, 2015, 10-11:30 a.m. 
This webinar is designed for those interested in obtaining grant funding to support public recreation, conservation or heritage initiatives across a state-wide or regional landscape.  Partnerships Program project categories include:  Convening, Education and Training; Special Purpose Planning; Implementation; and Mini-Grant programs.  This webinar will provide a general Partnerships Program overview to include: eligible project activities; funding sources; matching requirements; and strategies on how to create a competitive grant application.  Participants will also have the opportunity to ask general Partnerships Program question.
 Check out our facebook page, and while you are there please “like” and “friend” us!    

To check out other Bureau of Recreation and Conservation Updates click here.
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