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Memorial Tribute for Tracy Stack
In honor of Tracy Stack, BRC’s southwest regional advisor, who passed away tragically over a year ago, the Westmoreland County Parks & Recreation Alliance has planted memorial red oak trees in nine county parks and will be installing memorial brick pavers adjacent to the trees.
The Alliance members selected parks where Tracy played a key development role as a regional advisor. Over the years Tracy was instrumental in helping develop the park system throughout Westmoreland County. She was very active in the Alliance, attended meetings on a regular basis, and made special trips to Latrobe to conduct DCNR Grant Workshops for the Alliance and guests. Jeanne Ashley, president of the Alliance, shared that “Tracy always made the Alliance feel special and commended the work of the Alliance as individuals, departments and as a county organization.”
Her tireless work and spirited efforts will live on forever.
Snowmobile Trail Mini-Grant Applications Now Available – March 6 Deadline 
The Pennsylvania State Snowmobile Association (PSSA) invites all legally constituted snowmobile clubs in Pennsylvania to submit applications for available mini-grants. The application can be downloaded from PSSA's website (www.pasnow.org) requested by emailing grants@pasnow.org, or by calling 717-236-2050, ext. 127.
Applications will be accepted until March 6, 2015. 
Funds can be used for groomer and trail improvement/maintenance equipment and expenses, including fuel, on any trail considered open for public use. Selected projects that meet these eligibility requirements must be completed by October 31, 2015.
Register Now for the Watershed Congress along the Schuylkill 
The Watershed Congress will be held March 14, 2015 at the Montgomery County Community College in Pottstown. Registration and program information can be found here: http://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/about/event.aspx?Id=63 
The Watershed Congress has evolved since 1998 to advance the best available information and techniques for protecting and restoring watersheds. The focus on networking across disciplines means that the Watershed Congress melds science, policy and practical applications into one program. As a result, the annual Watershed Congress is a highly anticipated event for people interested in understanding, protecting, and restoring their local streams.

Nature Play 
Nurturing Children and Strengthening Conservation through Connections to the Land 
The Pennsylvania Land Trust Association has published a guide to nature play. You can view or download the beautifully illustrated edition at ConservationTools.org or access the text-only edition.[image: http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/groups/public/documents/document/DCNR_20030575.JPG]
Unstructured, frequent childhood play in informal outdoor settings powerfully boosts the cognitive, creative, physical, social and emotional development of children. It also engenders deep conservation values -- more so than any other factor. If we want future generations to carry on the work of conservation, then we need to be paying attention to what is happening in childhood. To make conservation efforts endure, we must emotionally connect children to nature.

Part 1 of this guide explores the essential characteristics of nature play, the benefits nature play provides and the societal barriers to it. Part 2 describes the array of concrete actions that organizations may take to restore nature play to children's lives. This includes the creation of spaces for nature play, which don't have to be expensive ventures, and the various features that can be added or enhanced in a play space to make it more attractive to kids and effective in promoting nature play.
Since its publication in mid-January, the guide has been viewed by more than 2,000 visitors to ConservationTools.org. 



BRC would like to congratulate PALTA on assembling such an important and timely piece. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]New FHWA Statewide Pedestrian and Bicycle Handbook [image: http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/groups/public/documents/document/DCNR_20030576.JPG]
The Federal Highway Administration Office of Planning, Environment, & Realty Planning have released the Statewide Pedestrian and Bicycle Planning Handbook. Click the link below for an electronic version of the handbook http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/processes/pedestrian_bicycle/pedestrian_bicycle_handbook/fhwahep14051.pdf 

The handbook was developed from research, including interviews with nine state Departments of Transportations and a review of plans from 15 states., The handbook covers statewide planning from inception and scoping to implementation, including topics like engaging stakeholders and the general public; developing goals, objectives, and strategies; collecting and analyzing data; and linking to larger planning processes. Additionally, the handbook showcases experiences and noteworthy practices from state transportation departments around the country, including Colorado, Hawaii, Iowa, Louisiana, Maryland, Minnesota, North Carolina, Vermont, and Washington. 

Check out our facebook page, and while you are there please “like” and “friend” us! [image: http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/groups/public/documents/document/DCNR_20028095.JPG]
“To check out other Bureau of Recreation and Conservation Updates go here.
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