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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

BUREAU OF FORESTRY 

 

ROAD USE AGREEMENT 
 

THIS AGREEMENT, made this               day of                                 , 20         by and between the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, acting through the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 

[hereafter called the “Department”], party of the first part, and  

___________________________________________________________________________ [hereafter 

called the “Grantee”], party of the second part: 

 

WITNESSETH THAT 
 

WHEREAS, grantee has requested permission to use certain State Forest Roads located in the                                       

________________ State Forest, in                                                Township(s), ___________________                     

County, Pennsylvania, namely __________________________________________________________                   

having a total length of about ____ miles, for the purpose of __________________________________ 

as shown on __________________________________________________. 

 

 WHEREAS, Department did consider the request of the Grantee under the terms of Section 302 

(b) (3) of Act 18 of 1995 known as the Conservation and Natural Resources Act. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, Department, for and in consideration of the foregoing and of the conditions  

hereof,  does hereby grant to Grantee the privilege and right to the aforementioned road or roads or 

sections thereof, subject to the faithful performance and fulfillment of each and all of the terms, 

conditions, and stipulations, hereof: 

 

1. Grantee shall pay ___________ in advance, to Department, the sum of ___________           

per mile, or fraction thereof, for usage of said roads for a total of ___________________. 

 

2. The duration of this agreement shall be for ________________________________________ 

unless sooner terminated as provided herein or further extended by the consent of the Department 

in writing. 

 

3. Grantee shall furnish and keep in full force and effect security to the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania in the amount of __________________________________ by certified, cashier’s or 

treasurer’s check or postal money order drawn to the order of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

or by other guarantee acceptable to the Department, conditioned for the full performance of all the 

covenants and stipulations contained in this agreement, said security to continue until the 

expiration hereof and until all repairs have been made and all payments and all damage which may 

occur hereunder shall be fully paid and discharged. 

 

4. This agreement shall not be assigned in whole or in part without advance written permission 

from the Department, and shall continue as provided in Section 2 until either party shall give to  

the other party thirty [30] days written notice of a desire to terminate, provided that Department 

may cancel and revoke the privilege granted herein for cause, at any time. 

No.______________           
Department Use Only 
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5. Grantee will conduct his operations in a safe manner and will at all times, except when 

inclement weather may not permit, maintain the surface of said State Forest Roads in a smooth 

and solid condition.  Provided, however, that if, in the opinion of the Department, said roads or 

portions thereof are used by others sufficiently to warrant an apportionment of the maintenance 

costs, then Grantee may be relieved of the burden of sole maintenance and be required to provide 

only his proportionate share as decided by the Department.  Upon the termination of this 

agreement, Grantee shall repair said State Forest roads and vacate and leave same in as good 

condition as said roads were in at the date of this agreement.  Department will be the sole judge 

with respect to the provision of this paragraph. 

 

6. No forest growth shall be cut, except with the expressed permission of the District Forester 

and with the understanding that payment therefore shall be made by Grantee to Department, the 

value to be calculated by the methods used by the Department for the computation of such value, 

of which Department shall be the sole judge.  Grantee shall dispose of any brush, tops, or branches 

resulting from such cutting, as directed by the Department.  Should any additional damage to the 

Commonwealth result at any time from the operations of the Grantee, full compensation therefore 

shall be made by Grantee to Department. 

 

7. No fire shall be set on or adjacent to said State Forest roads by Grantee or any of his agents, 

employees, contractors, or sub-contractors.  Should any fire be so set, escape in any manner and 

damage any forest growth or other property of the Commonwealth, Grantee shall be liable for all 

damages resulting from such escape and for all cost incurred by the Commonwealth in controlling 

the fire.  Grantee, or his employees, shall report promptly all forest fires detected by them to the 

District Forester having charge of said State Forest lands, and shall assist in extinguishing forest 

fires in proximity to the said roads or within the said State Forest lands adjacent thereto. 

 

8. Grantee shall at all times perform under this agreement in such a manner as to prevent erosion 

and pollution of the environment.  In the event Grantee’s operations hereunder cause pollution or 

other damage to the environment, Grantee shall be held strictly liable.  In the event of damage to 

the environment on or adjacent to said State Forest roads, the burden shall be on Grantee to prove 

the Grantee’s conduct was not the cause, direct or indirect. 

 

9. The Department may increase the annual usage fee at the end of any annual term hereof, 

provided that the Department gives the Grantee sixty [60] days advance written notice of such 

increase at the last known address of the Grantee. 

 

10. The Grantee hereby authorizes the General Counsel of the Commonwealth, or any attorney of 

any court of record, to appear for him, upon breach of any of the conditions of this agreement, and 

to enter an amicable action of ejectment and confess judgment therein for the premises herein 

described, and Grantee does hereby authorize said attorney to issue a writ of possession without 

leave of court. 

 

11. The Grantee shall at all times hereafter indemnify and save harmless the Department from and 

against all detriment, damage, loss, claims, demands, suits, costs and expenses not herein  

provided for which the Department may suffer, sustain or be subjected to, directly or indirectly, by 

reason of use of the said roads by the Grantee. 
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12. It is mutually understood that the privileges granted by this agreement do not extend beyond 

the rights granted to the Department by others whose land is crossed by said roads. 

 

13. Subject to the use and repair of said roads, nothing in this agreement shall in any way be so 

construed as to impair the powers, privileges, or duties of the Department, or its representatives, in 

the execution of the laws of the Commonwealth, or the rules and regulations of said Department 

now in force or hereafter enacted or adopted, having references to the use, control, protection, 

maintenance, utilization, and development of said State Forest land. 

 

14. The following amendments which are part of this agreement have been made to this agreement 

prior to execution by the parties: 

 

(a) Paragraph(s) ______ amended as follows: 

 

 

 

(b) Exhibit _______ containing new paragraph(s) has been attached hereto and made a part 

hereof. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have caused the Agreement to be executed by their 

respective duly authorized officers.  

 

     Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Witness:            Department of Conservation and  

     Natural Resources 

 

_______________________________    ________________________________ 
        Daniel A. Devlin, State Forester 

 

 

Witness to Grantee:      Grantee (if individual): 

 

_________________________________   By:_________________________________ 
        Social Security #: ______________________ 

       

Attest as to Grantee:      Grantee (if Incorporated): 

 

_________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Secretary/Treasurer       President/Vice President 

         Federal Identification #: ___________________ 

 

 

Approved as to legality and form: 

 

By:   7D-FA-12.0      6/14/2013     By: ______________________________ 
          Office of Attorney General                            Chief/Assistant Counsel 

               Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
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