Nominate your park for a Green Park Award   
[bookmark: _GoBack]Each year, DCNR announces the Green Park Award to recognize excellence in a local park that demonstrates the integration of green and sustainable practices.  Currently, nominations are being accepted for the 2016 Green Park of the Year.   
The award winner will be recognized at the 2016 Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society Annual Conference and also will receive a commemorative tree and recognition marker to be installed at the park.  Nominations are due by January 15, 2016.  
Click here to nominate a park, and to view past award winners and honorable mentions.
 
DCNR launches new Land and Water Conservation Fund web-based resources
The Bureau of Recreation and Conservation has created new web-based resources that provide a “one-stop shop” for information about the Land and Water Conservation Fund State Assistance Program.  The fund is a federal funding source provided by the National Park Service to assist states with the acquisition and development of public outdoor recreation areas and facilities. Since 1965, DCNR has awarded more than $164 million in LWCF grants to Pennsylvania communities in more than 1,500 unique projects.   
The website includes a history of the program, grant related documents, and other resources showcasing the positive impact that the Land and Water Conservation Fund has made in Pennsylvania.  If your community received LWCF funds for one or more of your parks, park lands are to be permanently protected for the benefit of the public.  DCNR is responsible for completing post on-site inspections every five years on all LWCF funded projects.  Information also is provided on post-completion responsibilities.
Click here to visit the new resources and learn about the significant role this program has played in helping Pennsylvania establish one of the finest state and local park systems in the nation.  
 
Webinars on Pa. recreation plan priorities now available
Four one-hour webinars that focus on the Pennsylvania Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, Natural Connections, are now available for viewing online.  The webinars provide details on each of the plan's four main priorities including health and wellness; local parks and recreation; tourism and economic development; and resource management and stewardship.) 
For more information on the Pa. Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, visit here.
 
 
Application period is open for nationwide trail development grant program
The Rails-to-Trails Conservancy has announced the Doppelt Family Trail Development Fund will provide up to $85,000 to support community organizations and local government agencies for trail development and improvement projects in 2016. 
Through this new grant program, the conservancy is working to help organizations close gaps in trail systems, build capacity and complete significant trail projects with long-term impacts in communities.  
Visit the Rails-to-Trails’ website  to apply for a grant, or to learn more about the Doppelt Family Trail Development Fund.  The grant application deadline is January 31, 2016 at 11:00 PM. 

