July is Parks and Recreation Month
Since 1985, America has celebrated July as the nation’s official Park and Recreation Month.   Park and Recreation Month specifically highlights the vital and powerful role local parks and recreation play in conservation, health and wellness, and social equity efforts in local communities.  Park and recreation agencies across the country are recognizing the month with summer programs, events, contests, commemorations and celebrations.
Parks and recreation services are vital for local communities by protecting open space and natural resources, to helping fight obesity, and providing activities for all ages, Park and Recreation Month encourages everyone to reflect on the value that parks and recreation bring to their communities.   
Experience the benefits by exploring your community parks today.
Check out the infographic below on PA Local Parks are Good for All.
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Bike Network Mapping Idea Book recently released
The Federal Highway Administration released Bike Network Mapping Idea Book as a resource to highlight ways that different communities have mapped their existing and proposed bicycle networks. It shows examples of maps at different scales and demonstrates a range of mapping strategies, techniques and approaches.   
Connected pedestrian and bicycle networks make walking, wheeling, and bicycling viable transportation choices for everyone. Networks enhance access to jobs, schools, and health care, while also promoting equity, physical activity, and health.

BRC technical assistance publications available online
The Bureau of Recreation and Conservation offers numerous publications online to provide technical assistance and guidance in areas including sustainable community parks, financing municipal recreation and parks, programing, and creating recreation and parks boards. These publications offer a great starting point for municipalities to learn more, and are great for Pennsylvania’s more rural and/or disadvantaged communities that have little to no capacity to fund, maintain or create local parks and recreation programs. The publications can be found on the Bureau of Recreation and Conservation Publications webpage.
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Pennsylvania has | where 50% of
more than 5,700 | Pennsylvanians
local parks | recreate

More than 1/2 of Pennsylvanians
recreate outdoors 1+ times a week

Top 5 outdoor recreation activities in PA:
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Local parks = | DCNR awards
healthy, vibrant | $10-12M annually
communities | to support local parks




