Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

Oil and Gas Development on State Forest and State Park Lands

Position Statement
Introduction

This position statement outlines how the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) addresses
natural gas development on state forest and state park lands. Policies and practices listed below reflect ongoing
work by DCNR, incorporate public input, and will be included as part of the State Forest Resource Management
Plan 2016-2020.

Position Statement

DCNR'’s primary responsibility in managing state forest lands is to sustain their long-term health, viability and
productivity for current and future generations. The primary mission of Pennsylvania state parks is to provide
opportunities for enjoying healthful outdoor recreation and serve as outdoor classrooms for environmental
education. In meeting these purposes, the conservation of the natural, scenic, aesthetic and historical values
should be given first consideration. Stewardship responsibilities should be carried out in a way that protects the
natural outdoor experience for the enjoyment of current and future generations.

To ensure the conservation of these important resources DCNR will not permit additional oil and natural gas
leases on state forest and park lands where DCNR controls the subsurface rights. To implement this approach to
oil and natural gas management, DCNR is committed to the following actions:

. Closely manage and monitor oil and gas-related development and impacts on leased lands and lands
where DCNR does not own the subsurface mineral rights.

. Protect state parks to the greatest extent possible by endeavoring to limit surface impacts where DCNR
does not own the subsurface mineral rights.

. Require subsurface owners to provide definitive proof of subsurface ownership.

. Periodically update and publish findings from DCNR’s comprehensive oil and gas development monitoring

efforts, which include environmental, economic and social impacts evaluations.

. Actively purchase and exchange real estate interests to acquire subsurface oil, gas and mineral rights to
conserve state forest and state park lands.

o Continue to implement a robust public input process if DCNR proposes additional leasing on state forest
or park lands.

In addition to these broad measures, DCNR will continue to administer its oil and gas related activities to yield
the best outcomes for Pennsylvania’s natural resources, which include:

o Develop, refine and adapt DCNR’s “Guidelines for Administering Qil and Gas Activity on State Forest
Lands” (“Guidelines”) to address such activities as siting, time-of-year restrictions, noise, lighting, species
protection, and other measures.



Develop recommended shale gas Best Management Practices for privately-owned forest land based on
DCNR’s Guidelines.

Manage oil and gas leases and maintain cooperative relationships with natural gas operators on state
forest lands.

Audit and enforce the payment terms of leases to ensure the Commonwealth receives proper rental

and royalty payments.

Train staff and implement new ideas for management as well as maintain a working knowledge about
developments and trends in the gas industry.

Gather and consider public input through DCNR’s advisory committees and State Forest Resource

Management Plan process.

Work cooperatively with the Department of Environmental Protection on gas development issues and
the protection of public natural resources.

Use the Pennsylvania Conservation Explorer (formerly the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory
Environmental Review Tool) to assist in the conservation of native wild plants and other important
ecological resources in Pennsylvania.

DCNR will re-examine this policy statement periodically.

Legal Authority

Article I, Section 27 of the Pennsylvania Constitution guarantees the Commonwealth’s citizens the “right to clean air,
pure water and to the preservation of the natural, scenic, historic and aesthetic values of the environment.
Pennsylvania’s public natural resources are the common property of all the people, including generations yet to
come. As trustee of these resources, the Commonwealth shall conserve and maintain them for the benefit of all the
people.” PA.CONST. art.l, § 27.

DCNR has a duty pursuant to the Conservation and Natural Resources Act (Act 18 of June 28, 1995, P.L. 89, 71 P.S.
§§ 1340.101-1340.1143) (“CNRA”) to conserve and maintain State Forests and State Parks in the public trust for the
use and benefit of all its citizens, and generations yet to come.

The CRNA authorizes DCNR to lease State Forest lands for oil and gas development when such disposition is deemed
by DCNR to be in the best interests of the Commonwealth. 71 P.S. § 1340.302(a)(6).

Executive Order 2015-03, “Leasing of State Forest and State Park Land for Oil and Gas Development,” effective
January 29, 2015, provides that “[a]s of the date of this Executive Order, to protect the lands of the Commonwealth
that are held in trust for its citizens and for future generations, and subject to future advice and recommendations
made by DCNR, no State Park and State Forest Lands owned and/or managed by DCNR shall be leased for oil and gas
development.”



