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Mission Statement:


To be a leader in establishing community conservation partnerships for advancing the greening of Pennsylvania, for protecting the commonwealth’s natural and heritage resources, and for providing recreational opportunities for all Pennsylvanians and visitors to enjoy.





Offices and Assistance:


BRC staff have provided technical and grant assistance for over 50 years.  A staff of about 40 professionals with expertise in parks, recreation, conservation and environmental planning are available to help advance community or regional recreation and conservation projects.  In addition to a central office in Harrisburg, six regional offices are staffed with advisors who are available for on-site meetings.  





Regional staff are the first point of contact for BRC grant programs and services.  They provide technical assistance and assist applicants with developing regional and local conservation and recreation projects and competitive grant applications.  Staff contact information can be found on the regional office tab at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/aboutus/index.htm" �http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/aboutus/index.htm�. 


on BRC’s about us webpage.
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What We Do 


The Bureau of Recreation and Conservation (BRC) within the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources builds connections between citizens and the outdoors through recreation and park improvements, natural resources conservation and community  revitalization efforts.  BRC partners with communities and organizations across Pennsylvania to provide grants and technical assistance support for local recreation projects, trails and greenways, state heritage areas, open space protection, river conservation and environmental education programs. 


 


BRC administers the Community Conservation Partnerships Program (C2P2) which combines several funding sources into one grant program.  Applications are accepted once a year in the spring.  Funding sources include the Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund    (Key ’93), the Environmental Stewardship and Watershed Protection Act (Growing Greener),  Act 68 Snowmobile and ATV Trails Fund, the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and the Recreational Trails component of federal  transportation funding.


 


Eligible applicants include municipalities and municipal agencies, non-profit organizations, state heritage areas, pre-qualified land trusts and for profit enterprises for some programs.  Most programs require a 50 percent cash or non-cash matching contribution.


 


Community Parks and Recreation Program


Oversees the management of community park and recreation planning and development grant projects.


 


Assists communities with public park, recreation and conservation areas and facilities planning such as master site development plans, comprehensive park, recreation and open space plans, land conservation and stewardship plans, pool feasibility studies and indoor recreation facility feasibility studies.


 


Assists communities in the rehabilitation and development of sustainable public parks, recreation and conservation areas and facilities.  These projects can support both indoor and outdoor community recreation pursuits.


 


Land Conservation and Stewardship Program  


Raises awareness of the importance of land conservation in Pennsylvania.  Assures that property acquired and developed with state and federal grant funds is protected from conversion in use to non-recreational or non-conservation purposes.


 


Improves collaboration and communication with partners related to land protection and recreational resource preservation policies and education.


 


Deepens communications and cooperation within the conservation community through a partnership with the Pennsylvania Land Trust Association.


 


Administers and stewards the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) State Assistance Program for Pennsylvania.
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Greenways and Trails Program


Supports the development of a network of greenways and trails across the Commonwealth to facilitate recreation, transportation and healthy lifestyles with actions guided by Pennsylvania Greenways - An Action Plan for Creating Connections and the Pennsylvania Land and Water Trail Network Strategic Plan (2014-2019).


 


Designates and supports Pennsylvania’s Major Greenway Corridors and assists counties, municipalities and non-profit partners in implementing and updating greenway plans. 





Coordinates state and federal trail funding programs to maximize investments and assist with closing priority trail gaps to achieve Pennsylvania’s goal of a trail within 15 minutes of every citizen.





Supports the maintenance and improvement of existing trails, promotes the many benefits of trails through education and outreach and cultivates diverse partnerships to address trail needs.





 


Manages � HYPERLINK "http://www.explorepatrails.com" �www.ExplorePATrails.com,� Pennsylvania’s online interactive trail mapping tool.





Education and Outreach  


Provides educational training and resources to help local recreation providers continue to successfully manage and maintain over 5,700 local parks through a partnership with the Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society (PRPS).  


 


Supports a variety of annual conferences including the PRPS Annual Conference, the Statewide Greenways and Trails Summit and the Pennsylvania Land Conservation Conference.


 


Manages “Explore PA local parks”, Pennsylvania’s online interactive local park mapping tool on � HYPERLINK "http://goodforpa.com" �http://goodforpa.com�.  


 


Offers an array of parks, recreation and conservation-related � HYPERLINK "http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/elibrary/index.htm" �publications� for digital download through BRC’s e-Library.  


 


Works with partners to advance statewide awareness campaigns including � HYPERLINK "http://heritagepa.com/" �Heritage is Now� and � HYPERLINK "http://goodforpa.com/" �Good for You, Good For All.� 


 







































































Partnerships Program


Advances cultural, natural and recreational initiatives on a statewide or regional scale.





Administers Pennsylvania’s Heritage Areas Program and works with 12 designated heritage areas to promote and protect the Commonwealth’s industrial legacy. 


 


Builds professional capacity in targeted landscapes to advance strategic initiatives that protect existing assets, foster sense of place and bolster economic development.


 


Assists local municipalities with building capacity to better develop, manage and promote recreation and conservation projects through peer and circuit rider grant services.  





Rivers Program


Preserves waterways through the state and federal Scenic Rivers Program and connects communities to their local natural resources by supporting Pennsylvania’s water trails, sojourns and River of the Year designation.  


 


Coordinates the development of river related recreation and conservation programs and projects.  


 


Administers DCNR’s riparian forest buffer grant program.


 


Contributes to Pennsylvania’s interstate conservation efforts, including the Chesapeake Bay Restoration Program. 


 


Statewide Planning


Oversees the development and implementation of Pennsylvania’s Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan that is updated every five years to remain eligible to receive federal Land and Water Conservation funds.  BRC programs and grants are currently guided by Pennsylvania’s 2014-2019 plan (� HYPERLINK "http://www.paoutdoorrecplan.com" �www.paoutdoorrecplan.com�).


 


Tracks and supports economic benefit studies of trails, heritage areas, parks, and public open spaces, and conducts analysis of new trends and opportunities. 
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Resources


Visit the BRC home page at 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/index.htm" �http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/index.htm� for access to a comprehensive set of publications and fact sheets and sign up to receive BRC updates.
























































