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DCNR Appoints New Manager at Bendigo State Park Complex 
 

Harrisburg – The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources today named 
Mitchell Stickle as manager of the of the Bendigo State Park Complex, based in Elk 
County. He had been assigned as manager of Caledonia State Park, Franklin 

County. 
 

“A veteran of more than 24 years with the Bureau of State Parks, Mitch has done it 
all -- from serving as a ranger and overseeing water plant and maintenance 
operations, to managing two of our more popular state parks just outside 

Philadelphia,” said Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Secretary 
Richard Allan. “He brings an excellent blend of public relations and administrative 

skills to his Bendigo post.” 
 
Stickle oversees a state park complex that includes the 100-acre Bendigo and 

3,192-acre Elk state parks in Elk County, and the 316-acre Kinzua Bridge State 
Park, McKean County. Kinzua features a recently completed overlook atop remnants 

of a 2,053-foot railroad bridge, or viaduct, which stood as a National Engineering 
Landmark until a 2003 tornado toppled most of it. 
 

“I am honored to have been selected for this position and excited to work with the 
staff at the Bendigo State Park Complex,” Stickle said. “I look forward to working to 

improve and protect this wonderful resource for our current and future visitors.” 
 
Stickle succeeds Jason Heasely, who has taken over assistant managerial duties at 

Presque Isle State Park, Erie.  
 

Stickle began his bureau career in 1987 at Gifford Pinchot State Park, York County, 
working as a park ranger, water plant operator and maintenance supervisor. In 

2006 he assumed assistant manager duties at the French Creek State Park 
Complex, helping oversee the 7,475-acre French Creek State Park in Berks and 
Chester counties, and the 1,706-acre Marsh Creek State Park in Chester County. He 

had served as Caledonia’s manager since April 2011. 
 

Stickle, 46, is a native of Duke Center, McKean County. He received an associate’s 
degree in wildlife technology from Pennsylvania State University. He is married and 
has two children. 

 



For more information on Bendigo, Elk, Kinzua Bridge and Pennsylvania’s other 117 
state parks, call 1-888-PA-PARKS between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through 

Saturday; or visit www.dcnr.state.pa.us (Select “Find a Park”).  
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