
 
 
News for Immediate Release 
 

Aug. 20, 2013 
 

DCNR Appoints New Manager at Shikellamy State Park Complex 

 
Harrisburg - The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources has named 
John Clifford manager of the Shikellamy State Park Complex in Union, 
Northumberland and Lycoming counties. 

 
“John has gained the right combination of managerial and administrative skills to 

take over the reins of Shikellamy, where boating, fishing and other water-based 
activities on the Susquehanna River help draw more than 285,000 visitors a year,” 
DCNR Acting Secretary Ellen Ferretti said. “His qualifications are a perfect match for 

the 130-acre park.” 
 

Clifford will be based at Shikellamy State Park, where an inflatable dam forms the 
3,060-acre Lake Augusta on the Susquehanna River. Known as the Fabridam, it is 
the largest inflatable dam in the world. The unique space it creates provides access 

for motorized boating, fishing and more than 350 mooring slips. 
 

The park complex also includes the 82-acre Milton State Park, Northumberland 
County, and the 20-acre Susquehanna State Park in Lycoming County. Both parks 

are along the Susquehanna River, offering a variety of general day-use and water-
based activities. 
 

“Mention state parks and most think of expansive, remote land where people can 
get away from it all, but Shikellamy, Milton and Susquehanna are unusual public 

land tracts in the heart of thriving communities where people can go to be a part of 
it all,” Clifford said. “I’ve always been more of a suburban/urban park guy, all the 
way back to my first after-school job working for the Howard County park system in 

suburban Maryland, so I’m looking forward to getting back to my roots a bit.”   
 

The new complex manager joined the Bureau of State Parks in 2005, working as a 
ranger at Little Buffalo State Park, Perry County. Since 2007, he has worked as 
park manager with DCNR’s Park Operations and Maintenance Division in Harrisburg. 

 
Clifford, 41, is a native of Ellicott City, Md., and a resident of Freeburg, Snyder 

County. A graduate of Susquehanna University with a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration, Clifford succeeds Francis Nanna, who was assigned to a park 
manager’s post at DCNR headquarters. 

 



For more information on Pennsylvania’s 120 state parks, call 1-888-PA-PARKS 
between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday; or visit 

www.dcnr.state.pa.us (Select “Find a Park”).  
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