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DCNR, DEP Sponsoring Nobel Prize Winner’s Address 
On Climate Change, Effects on Pennsylvania 

 
Harrisburg, PA – Nobel Prize winner Dr. Richard Alley will address “Pennsylvania: A keystone 
in the fight against climate change?” in an upcoming public appearance sponsored by the 
departments of Conservation and Natural Resources and Environmental Protection, DCNR 
Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn and DEP Acting Secretary Patrick McDonnell announced today. 
 
Dr. Alley will speak at 12:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct., 26, in the auditorium of the Rachel Carson 
State Office building, 400 Market St., Harrisburg. 
 
“Although the most serious impacts of climate change may be occurring in other parts of the 
world, we are beginning to see possible effects here at home,” said Dunn. “In Pennsylvania we 
are witnessing changes in species distributions, more severe weather and infrastructure 
impacts, to name just a few.” 
 
“The effects of climate change will be felt throughout Pennsylvania and at every level of our 

lives,” said McDonnell. “The food we grow, the energy we use, the ways we recreate – all of 

these and more will be altered by climate change.” 

Noting climate is one of six new initiatives being addressed and acted upon by her department, 
the secretary noted Dr. Alley’s address is directly in line with DCNR employees’ widening 
mission and increasing public interest. 
 
“There are distinct economic and environmental benefits the commonwealth may be able to 
reap,” Dunn said, “by acting now to help mitigate these impacts through emission reductions 
and sustainable energy use, as well as taking steps to adapt to the inevitable changes yet to 
come.”  
 
The Evan Pugh professor of geosciences at the Pennsylvania State University, Dr. Alley was 
awarded the Seligman Crystal and was one of several Penn State earth scientists contributing 
to the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which shared the 2007 
Nobel Prize with Al Gore.  He was the first recipient of the Louis Agassiz Medal and was elected 
to the National Academy of Sciences and as a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences.  
 
For more information on climate change, please visit DCNR’s website: 
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/conservationscience/wrcp/climatechange/  
and DEP’s website: 
http://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Air/BAQ/ClimateChange/Pages/default.aspx  
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MEDIA CONTACTS:  Terry Brady, DCNR, 717-772-9101, tbrady@pa.gov.  
   Neil Shader, DEP, 717-787-1323, nshader@pa.gov 
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